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MEDIUM TYPES

" A host of dedicated middlemen are needed to
work the miracle of books. Here are three of them.

by Michael Ryval

IN ONE SENSE DOOKS are the most intimate form of communi-
cation. They are the means by which one individual mind
attempts to pour its thoughts and feelings into another, a
slent miracle that transcends Space and time, Yet in another
sense this miracle is very much a collective effort. It
wouldn't be possible withodt the small army of middlemen,
from printers t0 booksellers, who service the machinery of
publishing. Working as they do in an industry that is notori-
oudy short on materia rewards, these middlemen are a
remarkably dedicated lot. Each June two key ?{O%J;nof
them. the Canadian Booksellers Association and the Cana
dian Library Associaion, hold cenventions a which mem-
bers discuss new and better ways to torge the links between
author and reader. This year the CBA. is meeting in
Toronto's Royal .York Hotel June 12-14. Meanwhile the
CLA is gathering in Montreal’s Queen Elizabeth Hotel June
9-15. (Both. untortunately, are closed conventions) As a
sdute to al the industry’s middlemen, Books in Canada

“I've always said they should practise birth

control in the publishing industry; half the
books out shouldn’t be.”

'n Ghnily T . t

asked me to interview three individuals who not only love
hooks but aso live them-a publisher’s sdesman, alibra-
rian, and a bookseller.

FRED GUNDY May or may not be the best publisher’s sdes-
man in Canada. That's hard t0 Jufsc;e. ut he is without
r

doubt the most experienced. For 45 uninterupied years he
flogged books for Oxford University Press. Then when he
he refused to be

retired from OUP a%ea_r ago last January
put on the shelf. So he joined Thomes Nelson & Sons. Old

- salesmen never die; lii” good backlist items, they go on

forever.

Gundy is a tal, round-shouldered fellow of 67, conserva-
tively dressed in grey flannels and pale blue shirt and blue
tie. Except for NS stff-leggedness (caused by bad feet, he
tells me). he looks to be in"good hedth, with a full head of
greying hair. He doesn't a%)ehr to be aceustomed to inter-
views and as we sat in the library of Thomas Nelson, Gundy
kept lighting and re-lighting a Cigar, fmaJIP/ glvm? up “Got
this at a stag last night. Don't know why [ kept it.”

His story "beginsin 1931, when Gundy joined OUP {o
cover Eastérn Ontario, then known as the graveyard of the

rovince. He was in fact the son of Samuel Bradley Gundy,
he first manager of OUP when the firm was founded here in
1904. He went to Upper Canada College and, as he recalls
“| wasn't what you cdled a brifliant scholar. The principa
told my father *Fred's a boy of average ignorance’.” SO it
was sraight to OUP, since™*nobody ése would hire me.”

In the'early days, when he %ot asalary of $8 a week.
Gund¥ used tO hit the trains or buses with three 100-pound
cases Tull of books and stop off a every little town or village
along 'Lake Ontario and north through the Ottawa Valley.
The trip took two weeks. It was made twice arxrear and the
trade was mostly in dictionaries, bibles, and Presbyterian
and Anglican hymn books. A $30 order was something to
be prized. By 1935, he “graduated” to Western Canada,
schlepping thosé three trunks fiom town to town, displaying
his wares in hotel suites and sending theorders home. There
was the routing, too. of calling on %IS customers, Cchecking
thelr stock and inviting them o see Oxford's new books:

“Back then, they used to wait for us to show up. We'd
come around twice a year and they were loyd to us. Today
Zou’ve new Pubhshers darting eveg day.. And the num-

ers Of books! The stores are inundated with them. I've
dways sad they should practise birth control in the publish-
ing industry; haf the books out shouldn’t be.”
angeccgse times were different then. Bue after the end
of the Second World War (Guady had volunteered for the
navy, but was turhed down) ‘pubmshl ng Started to pick up
and"so did Gundy’s career, He was now sales manager: he
travelled by planewith JUSt a set of catalogues; the backlist
was better than ever; and bibles, it seems, were on the
decliné. Until about 1970, Gundy made hS twice-a-year
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sortie out West, as well as visits to Ottawa and Montreal
severa times a year.

| asked ‘Gurdy to define the secret of sdlling. “Héll, |
don’t know,” he says, trying once again to light his cigar.
“But if | read the books. | couldn’t sell them. Setiously,
though. | suppose the secret is not to oversell. The returns
can be terrible: they’ll kill you. And sometimes it's not so
good to undersell. Take Rachel Carson’s The Sea Around
Us. Nobody expected it to be ahit and yet it sold 12,000
g:togties hﬁ:{e. My advice to young salesmen is simply to play
it straight.”

Gundy has been following his own counsel for nearly 50
years. Although he finds It hard to articulate, he has a
deep-rooted love for publishing: “For one thing, there's a
Erear[er spirit of camaraderie. than in any other business |

now. For another, it's afascinating game that is full of
surprises. You are aways trying to guess a book's potentia
and sell it accordingly.”

“I chose not to be a bibliophile. My concern is
for people and books and brin?ing them to-
gether. And | happen to like politics.”

MMudge Aalto

usrarians, I've found, are a curious species who tend to
come in two categories. There is the non-careerist bib-
liophile and there Is the upwardly mobile administrator.
Madge Morton Aalto, now chief librarian for Metro
Toronto’s Borough of East York, is one of the latter breed.
Durin%] her career she has concluded that people matter
more than books. And if that attitude means wading into the
sticky mess of office politics. so beiit.

Sheisatall, generously shaped woman of 36, dressed
casually with a pair of chic flight-type glasses perched on
her nose. Her casual appearance reflects the commune-like
atmosphere of her “shop”; 4raditional hierarchies seem to
have gone out the window. But that atmosphere is decep-
tive. Aalto efficientl sides over a full-time staff of 30
and a part-time staff of 120. The four-branch operation has
an annual budget of $1.2 million. - . .

Aalto got her start i libraries as a 12-year-old part-lime
helper in Vancouver. She remembers she was a“fat and
uncomfortable” teenager during the 1950s, the sort of girl
who pretended she didn’t care when thephone didn’t ring.
Partly as an escape she became an *‘omnivorous”’ reader
4 Books in Canada, June-July. 1977 !
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and developed a special interest in science fiaion. *1'm still
fat,” she says today, ‘patting her tommy. “But I'm
comfortable with it.”

She majored in geography, history, and English at Wel-
lesley College, near Boston, and joined the Toronto Public
Library system in 1964. For two years she worked in the
system’s children’ s branch, then took adegreein library
science at the U of T. She was back waking for the TPL
when, in the summer of 1970, SF author Judith Merrill
bequeathed a massive science-fiction collection to the city.
Because of her special knowledge of the field, Aalto was
given the task of setting up what was to become the
system’s famous Spaced-Out Library. .

Her main problem was that she “didn’t know a thing
about specialized collections.” However, she soon learned
and happily began hunting down books to fill in the gapsin
the collection. It was a hectic period, particularly since she
was simultaneoudly teaching a eourse in science fiction at

- York University and often attending*SF conferences and

con\lldentions “I met some of the prime crazies in the
world.”

But after three years, the excitement waned. “It was too
easy,'* shesays. “| had mastered the techniques and | was
growing tired of the same questions and the routine. Be-
Sides. I wasn't learni ngoanythi ng new about libraries and
library management.” So she transferred to a general public
library and became a branch head for an enjoyable year “in
the real world, rather than alittleghetto.” Next she took the
post as the TPL’s head of adult services, a desk job the
Involved co-ordiiating acquisitions. It also involved plenty
of reports and learning the ins and outs of office politics.
Fmm there she moved on to her present position in East
York, where she is fast acquiring expertise in general ae-
counting, budget eontrol, public tendering (for anew lib-
rary roo%, and theart of massaging aldermanic egos.

Where will Aalto be five years from now? Undoubtedly
somewhere even higher up the library ladder. *I chose not
to be abibliophile,” she says. “My concernisfor people
an(IJI books and bringing them together. And I happen to like
politics.”

“RIGHT DOWN stairs and mind your head,” I’ m instructed
as| wak into Longhouse Bookshop in downtown Tomato.
And so | march past the piles of current best sellers, the
neatly arranged display of new art books, glancing up at the
wall covered with newly framed photographs of our own
licerati and several clippings about thistiny shop, which
opened just over five years ago and is devoted solely to
Canadian books. Longhouse was the first of its kind in
Toronto; others have since followed. None, however, is as
comprehensive (17,500 titles) nor, | suspect as much a
“home” for Canadian writers and their books -and their
readers.

In an?/1 case, the stairs are steep and | almost collide with a
beam that runs aong the length of this store-room and
office. There's hardly a bare space, with great piles of
books, unopened boxes, posted memos. invoices, post-
cards, photographs -everything looking as if it's in proper
place and retrievable in an instant. Sitting in the middle of
thisimpeccable order is Beth Appeldeom, a tall, strapping’
woman of 38, dressed in a navy-blue longhouse T-shirt and
beige cords. She lights up one of an endless stream of Peter
Stuyvesants, dangles one long leg over the arm of her chair,
and for the'next couple of hours we talk about herself and
how she — and her partner and long-time companion,
Susan Sandler — got into the book business.

Beth Appeldoom grew up in Arnhem. Holland, in afam-
ily of busmessmen-engineer. She was studying to be a
doctor (“Why medicine? | had to do something.” she says
in a soft staccato) and wandering around Europe when, In
1964, she pulled up roots and came to Canada. She'd in-
tended to go to the U.S,; but in what she now considers her
best piece of luck, she was turned down.
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“| strongly believe you should have as many
books as possible and not care about your
sales per square foot. Your number-one
reason for existence is your love of books.”

Beth Aﬁpﬂfdm -

After travelling about the country, touring from coast to
coast, she found hersalf out of money and in Search of a job.
One day. when the mammoth Yorkdale Shopping Centre in
suburban Toronto had just opened, she walked into Cole's
with niry a clue about books and landed an
$5-cents-an-hour job as a clerk. Within a month she was on
staff and within two more months she rose to trade buyer.
Eventualy she moved to the main store a Yonge and
g;erlllarl es Streets, Where she completed her first year in book-

ing.

“I %new after one year this was my country,” says
Appeldoom. in a dight Dutch accent. *“I'd developed a love
for this place. I'm not sure why; | just felt more at home
here. And, at the same time. I was reading everything I
could about Canada.” And S0, in au almost Simultaneous
move, she took ajob as main buyer at the Y ork University
bookstore and became a landed immigrant. The move was
made after briefly returning home (**Se 1 could return all
my overdue library books’, she says, grinning).

A diligent careerist, she stayed at York seven years,
enljoying all but the last kwo yearsat her work as manager.
All the while, however, she was thinking of opening her
own store. She thought 1969 would have been a good date
to launch the first all-Canadian store. Everybody else. how-
ever, said no; it was till too early. So for three years she
and Sandler saved furiously, collecting $15,000. and with
the blessings of Jack McClelland and Dennis Lee finally
opened Longhouse in what she calls **the bookstore skip®
in_Toronto.

The first two years were difficult:, so tight, in fact, that
Sandler remained at her job at a private school to support
them. Despite the pressures, Appeldoom insisted on
honouring what she sees as the res?onsi bilities of a book-
sdler: “I strongly believe you should have as many books
as possible and net care about your sales per square foot:
Kour number-obe reason for existence is your love of

ooks.”” That philosophy eventually paid off. Today the

- il v e = e i

AWt

)

mr———Saaa————

' e .-

, o

sodw

.

A -

ACros

FATHERS
DAY

CBIC represents 87
Canadian-owned
publishers from

S @ana

The @@i@@' Book
Information Centre

70 The Esplanade East

Toronto, Ontario
M5E 1A8 (416) 362-8555




shop does about $200,000 worth of business a year, one
third of which is in mail-order sales around the world. Apart
from the commercial success, she also basks in the knowl-
edge that Longhouse is a favorite hangout (and often a post
office) for virtually every writer we've got. Last fall Mar-
garet Atwood attracted more than 400 people to Longhouse
for a book signing.

“My life is books,” Appeldoorn says. “I'm here every
day. receiving books, dusting five times a day, book keep

}

ing, everything — including mopping up after a rainstorm
and cursing a leaky reof." Not surprisingly, she is a book
collector (of books about books) and a voracious reader
whose tastes range fmm Margaref Drabble to Tolstoy to
Jack Hodgins. She's also mad about plants and when she
thinks of her pleasures, she says: “A good meal. a bottle of
wine and talking about books and the business. What else is
there?’ O

3=

SHIFT DISTURBER

Tempting gremlins, we present one
man’s hunt for the horrible typogaffe

by Michael Smith

one OF wy favourite newspaper bloopers is the small-town
social notice that reported the return of a local couple from a
ski vacation during which the unfortunate husband had
broken his arm: “Mr. and Mrs. John Doe arrived back from
their honeymoon last week, Mr. Doe carrying hi broken
mm in a sling.” I have to admit that | never saw the actual
words in print. but by the time | started a brief fling in
newspaper journalism they had acquired a legendary status
that still seems difficult to deny.

The danger for newspaper editors, of course, is that they
have to handle a glut of hastily written material = fre-
quently more than a full-length book = sometimes in the
time allowed by just a single day’s shift. “ Shift,” as a
result. is thought by some editors to be a word fraught with
typographical peril, as are shot, suit. shart, skit, and such
potentially embarrassing names as Fuchs and Fach, On
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large papers, news copy has to pass the way of dozens of
reporters, copy readers, and occasionally, gremlins as well.
Usually newspapermen have to operate without the gener-
oiis deadlines that allow other writers lo nurse the hangovers
and related problems that tend to breed mistakes.

I'd like to offer the supposition, then, that the number of
errors in a given publication ought Nbe inversely propor
tional to the number of hours that it can afford to produce a
finished copy — so that, for instance, we expect fewer
errors in magazines and almost none in books. Now-that
Canadian book-publishing has progressed well beyond the
fly-by-night stage —= we are all agreed on this, aren’t we?.
-the product ends up looking as if it's been prepared with
moderate care.

Are you ready for thii? From Ernest Buckler's otherwise
fine novel, The Mowntain and the Valley (New Canadian
Library edition, page 56):

Later they’d all styoll to the barn to look at Joseph's (sic) stock.

They'd slide their hands lazily over the cows® flanks or feel the

oxen's cods. They'd tum their backs to urinate against a manager,

watching the operation meditatively and speaking aver their

shoulders.. .

Snort. Well, I'm willing to admit the argument that some
managers do exist who deserve nothing less. And — what
the hell — when it gets right down to spontaneous typog-
raphical quirks it's difficult to assign the blame. In some
respects typos as a genre seem to belong to the same school
of writing as found poetry. Found irony: the writer and the
editor have very little (directly, at least) to do witb its crea-
tion at all. Fortunately. I'm also able m report that our
writers have managed m keep their creative output high.

Maybe it's not fair m take licence with Thomas P. Kel-
ley, one of our so-called “commercial” writers, who never-
theless has taken considerable licence with the notorious
Donnelly family, late of Lucan, Ont. Some of his work is.
after all, studied — presumably as English — in Ontario
secondary schools. But don’t ask me why. The following
passage from Vengeance Of the Black Donnellys
(Greywood, page 69) reflects his remarkable aptitude for
the principles of mathematical semantics, not m mention
punctuation and grammar (the italics are mine):
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Banff National Park/Jasper National Park

by David M. Baird. Compact guidebooks that take youon a conducted tour from viewpoint to viewpoint in the
parks, suggesting side trips tc places of special interest and glving a wealth of information about the massive
forces that created the Rockies. Sewn for durability, detailed roadlogs, 16 full cclcur phctcs in each, lots of b &
w illustrations, fold-cut maps. Banff: $5.95 paper, $9.95 eloth; Jasper: $4.95 paper, 89.99 cloth.

The Milepost 1977

from Alaska Northwest Publlshmg A must for all travelersl The Milepost contains detailed mile-by-mile hforma-
tion on every travel route covering Alaska. the Yukon, B.C., NW.T. and Alberta; thousands of useful facts for
visitors; more than 70 valuable maps; special information for outdoorsmen and nature lovars; public transportation
schedules; and anew fold-out map of all the area the bock covers. 86.79

Canada Handbook

from Statistics Canada. Just published = the annual best book bargain in Canadal This marvelous reference
book contains up-to-date information on every aspegt of Cansdiin society. 290 cclcur phctcs, 22 b & w photos,
maps and index. Only $2.951

Graphis Posters 77 /f-m—-"?-.-\} f“f—\?

A distinetiva new international collection of best posters, con- £

talning sections on advertising. cultural, soéial and decorative ¢ ’l
posters, 715 illustrations, with 79 pages in full cclcur. A superb ‘ '\
visual feast, a gorgeous gift bock. $37.50 =

Photographis- Annual 77

A magnificent combination of visual beauty and graphic accom-
plishment, this new bock from the famous Graphis Press has 9 '
chapters, covering everything from advertisements tc record k
covers. The glft for anyone interested in photography. 227 - 3
pages, 76 In full cclcur; 727 Hlustrations. $38.50

Hurti Publishers
10568-105 Street
Edmonton. Alberta
TOSH 2W7 403 426-2469
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There could be no possibility of it being but the figment of an
overwrought imagination, a deliberate lie or a hoax. Oh no, ithad to
be true, for i, was told by old Mr. ard Mrs. Michael Ryan. who were
— and had for a long time — been regarded as just about the most
honest and trathful couple in the Lucan district. They lived in asmall
bow on a few acres, a mile or 50 fmm the village and had never
missed a Sunday appearance in church in more than a century. Both
in their late seventies and none too-well fixed with this world’s
goods. perhaps, but their honesty was absolutely unquestioned.

Imean, we do have book editors in Canada, don't we?.
We must. because | once knew a man who claimed to have
rented part of his house to one. (Though again, | have to
admit, | ever saw him.) Another friend. knowledgeable
(he says) in book publishing, claims that Canadian pub-
lishers not only hire editors, but sometimes even train them
by bidding them read la merde de la merde — the unsol-
icited manuscripts that reputedly fall. like petals from a
rose. through the office transom every day. After all that,
whoreallv wants to read through agenuine book hunting for
nits to pick?

Not the writers, surely. For it seems that they often
emerge from their meditative cocoon full-blown, and unable
to squeeze back in. The brainrises out of the funk of crea-
tion and wagnalls slowly toward a lucid state. The hazard is
an absence of mind that's occasionally endearing. Margaret
Atwood. for instance, in Lady Oracle. writes of a part of
London known as Earlscourt (unlike the avenue in Toronto.
it should be two words). and grandiosely refers to a building
on the Exhibition grounds in Toronto as the Colosseum (it's
Colisenum around here). Somebody named Eugene Benson
— whose novel, The Bulls of Ronda, threatens to set you
back $8.95. all the same — writes that a girl’s thigh is
*‘unbared’* (he means bared). And Hugh Garner, in The
Imruders, has a character take off her slacks and sit down in
her half-slip!

The more | think about it. the more | believe that Atwood
M A SRRSO O I

s NEW BOOKS ANDMORE GOOD READING...

RO

Tha True Story of Ida Johneon
a novel by Sharon Rils
$3.25 ph.

Population Target: The Politlcal Economy of
Populatlon Control In Latin Amarlca

by Bonnie Mass

$5.50 pb. $12.95 ClI.

Repa: The Price of Coercive Sexuality
by Lorenne Clark and Debra Lewis
$4.95 pb.'  $12.50 cl.

What is a Girl? What Is a Boy?
by Slephanie Waxman
84.95 ph.

and once again...

the ever popular

Everyvroman's Almanac 1978
Anpointment Calsndar & Handboolt
$3.95 pb. Sewn binding
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has some kind of problem when it comes to geography. In
her story “‘Rape Fantasies” -= published recently in the
anthology, Terenre Short Stories.- the narrator has sup
posedly gone to high school in Leamington, Ont. (which Is
down near Windsor), but regularly travelled to St.
Catharines (which, I'll concede, at least is also near the
U.S. border) to get treatment for her acne. That's a round
trip by mad of about 400 miles -which may prove that a
good skin man is hard to find. St. Catharines, alas, is incor-
rectly spelled.

W. 0. Mitchell recalls in his novel, The Rite, a conversa-
tion in 1929 between a doctor and a carpenter named Hick-
ory Bob Smith. Two years later, Mitchell goes on to say,
Hickory Bob “had died with a liver like a granite curling
rock.”” Imagine how the diagnosis palls when the same
Hickory Bob is mysteriously resurrected in a chapter set in
1960. In the 1929 sequence Hickory Bob also remarks that
he’'s 52 years old. When he reappears in 1960 he shows no
apparent signs of his age, let alone hi brash with death.

Then there’'s Gamer’s novel, A Nice Place to Visit, in
which the hem, a reporter named Ben Lawlor, twice en-
counters the facilities in hi small-town hotel:

The closet was 2 huge wplk-in, complete with clothes racks and wire

hangers. Next (o it was an equally huge bathroom, with a lion-claw

b, wesh basin and toilet bow]. Thene was no shower fixture, but this

was of small account. (Pocket Book edition, page 56.)

* % %
He removed his clothes rnd stood under a ho, shower, removing no,

only the grime Fmm the eell floor but also that he’d picked up lying
in the woods with young Cissy Gratton. (Page 240.)

In fact, Gamer is quite possibly our reigning king of
gaffes. (Who else could have his hippies rolling “reefers”
when they fix a slick of dope?) Given his vaunted battles
with editors, maybe this isn’t any surprise. More than any-
thing else. Garner has said, a wriler needs “a shallow
knowledge of a great many things.” Unfortunately. when
he writes about some of these things Gamer's not always,
uh. accurate.

One embarrassing whopper happened way back in 1959
when he affixed what he considered to be an offbeat name to
a middle-aged drunk in Silence on the Shore. When the
hardcover edition was published in 1962, Gamer says in
hi autobiography. One Damn Thing After Another!, *‘no
critic or book reviewer even mentioned it.”"But by the time
the paperback came out in 1968 the name Gordon Lightfoot
was somewhat better-known. In future editions Gamer
changed the “Gordon” to “George.”

Gamer sometimes has trouble remembering names-as.
for example, when the manager of a Diana Sweets restaur-
ant changes his identity fmm Mr. Corbettto Mr. Crawford
between pages 95 and 196 of his 1975 novel, Death in Don
Mills (McGraw-Hill Ryerson). The book is meant, | think,
as a study in deductive method. It examines a police
detective’s investigation of a murder case, but this process
also tends to betray some of Gamer’s lapses. Consider the
contradictions between pages 201 and 202 — the space Of
just two pages! -as Detective Inspector Walter McDumont
questions a couple of shopping-centre punks:

“Where do you live, Clifford?” asked the inspector, sitting down
gnslnile:]:m. He pointed to the opposile seal, which Sargeant Man-
eﬁl gs ked you where you lived?” the inspector repeated.
Drakes looked ovér a, Dreamer, who nodded. He answered.
*“Twenty-seven Tremont Crescent.” (Page 201.)
* ¥ %

*‘Put this in your notebook,"” McDumont.said when Zotas re-
turned. He pulled out his book. “This young man's name is Clifford
Drakes and he lves a, ~— what's the number?**

“Fifty-eight Southill Village," Drakes said. (Page 202.)

A few lines later McDumont says. “All right, Clifford,
you can go now.” and the cheap little liar is dismissed from
the investigation. Either MeDumont knows something we
don’'t know — and at this point | don’t think he does -or
else he’s one dumb cop. O

ot e T an w0
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BILLY, BUDDY, AND MICHAEL

The collected writings of Michael Ondaatje are a,
composite portrait of the artist as a private ‘I

by Mark Witten

AFTER THE FACT, fiction begins.

Michael Ondaatje can't conceal his contempt for facts.
The Collected Works of Billy the Kid is evidence enough of
the slightly sinister delight he takes in toying with them. If
he were an archaeologist. Ondaatje would be more mis-
chievous sleuth than historian. Why hold facts sacred when
they can be more valuable as clues, beginnings to truth?
Ondaatje wrote his recent novel, Coming Through Slough-
rer, working only from the barest skeleton of facts. These
come alive through images suggesting other possibilities,
becoming artifacts that are the building-blocks of one man’s
legend and a contemporary mythology. “ The facts start
suggesting thi n%s, amost breed,” Ondaatje says. “The
landscape of the book is atotally menta landscape. |1 really
was alandscape of names and rumours. Somebody tells you
arumour and that becomes a truth.*

Tracking down the gut experience of turn-of-the-century
black musician Buddy Bolden became an obsession for the
Rm and novelist. He dug through archives, pored long

ours over photographs fram the period, memairs, tape di-
gests of interviews. and jazz histories. He listened to early
Jazz recordings. and even made a trip down to New Orleans,

coming through the hamlet of Slaughter, as Belden did 70
years ago, to visit the East L ouisiana State Hospital in Jack-
son, about 50 miles north of Baton Rouge. “The only place
1 was redly interested in going to was the mental hospital,”
Ondaatje recalls. There Bolden Eassed the final 24 years of
his life. The facts pertainingto that life are hardly enoughto
fill asingle-page summary. Y et the book took more than
five years to write.

Perhaps it was the mystery of Balden’s madness that first
engaged Ondaatje’s imagination. The idea took hold when
he came across the cryptic newspaper reference: “ Buddy
Bolden, who became a legend wEen he went berserk ina
parade.” By his own admission, Coming Through Sfaugh-
ter became a very persona book: “1 wanted everything
about this person. | read that reference in the newspaper; 1

“I'd always liked jazz, especially jazz from
that early period. If | could play the piano, |
wouldn’'t want to write.”

June-July. 1977, Books In Canada 9
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BOOKS YOU WON"T
WANT TO MISS

Fhe Invention of the World

facl: Hodgins

‘ ..an ambitiously seductive first
novel ... it confirms Hodgins as an
enormously gifted writer. .. there'sa
powerful evocation of life in its un-
quenchable vitality — loggers' sports
days, wedding brawls ... an auda-
clous tour de force with all the com-
bustion of pent-up talent at last let
toose.” Teronio Star. $10.95

gpit Delaney’s Idand

Jack Hodgins

“Few books by Canadian writers can
have received as much "praise from
reviewers as did Jack Hodgins' collec-
don of shert stories. Spit Delaney's
liland, when it was published last
year. |t was given almaost_universal
praise and has been nominated for
the Governor-General's Award.. .”
Winnipeg Frec Press. 99.95

| Sput Dilaney's Island 15 coming
paperback In July. sS.95

EODGTNS

1L

The Donnelly Album

The Complete and Authentic
Account Tustrated with
Photographs Of Canada’s Famous
Feuding Family

RayFazakas o

This spellbinding unfolding of the
true story behind ghe famous mur-
ders in Ontario in 1880 reveals the
facts about the feud, the ghastly night
of the brutal mass murder and the
incredible trial thar followed. Thii
lavish book containd maps, doen-
ments. drawings and hundreds of
photographs never before published.
$30.00 Cloth. S12.95 Paper.

Sinc, Betty and

the Moming Man

The Story of CFRB

Donald Jack

“Donald |ack’s book about CFRB.
which is celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year, . . [is] not_the usual
sugary Pap that passes for a cor-
porate history. ON the contrary, Jack,
playwright and author of the Bandy
Paper comic novels, has produced a
book that is saucy. gossipy and re-
freshingly irreverent. ..." Frank
Rashy, TorontoStar. $4.95 paperback

THE STORY OF CFRB

Ding,
s

10 |

“Migin,

BY DONALD JACK

AVAILABLE AT ALL GOOD BOOKSTORES

M Macmilian

The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited
70 Bond Street. Toronto M5B 1X3
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became obsessed with him while | was working on another
book. | realized that | was going to have to face thischarac-
ter. He took over and I started writing about him instead and
left the other thing.”

The writer sees himself as a ;ﬁrivame eye investigating
something that matters. One of the great attractions of the
PFOJeCt for Ondagtje was its open-endedness. “1 knew v
ittle about Bolden. I'm really drawn to unffnished stories.
There's dl those empty spaces you can put stuff in.” Most
of the pieces of the puzzle were either missi Qé:; or didn’t
quite fit. The deuth figure is cleverly personified in Webb (a,
former companion of Bolden’s), an occasiona protagonist
whom the reader must follow as he tracks down the flighty
cornetist after a mysterious. prolonged disappearance. It is
an ironic search and discovery, because it results in the
permanent |oss of Bolden, then'only 31, to the madhouse.

Why write about a relatively obscure black jazzman

“l can’t tell you what I'm working on right
now. It's a secret. | have an obsession about
secrecy when I'm working on something.”

0 Books in Canada, June-July, 1977

whose music lives on more by legend than by disc? On-
daatje fixed on a revolutionary moment.in the pioneering of
anew. art form. concentrating on the historical instant of
creation, still in flux. before It was recorded. *“*History is
not a dead thing,” Ondaatje says. “It’'s always alive.”
Many authors are reluctantto admit to identification with
a character. Ondaatje plays no such games. “You don't
choose who you fdl in love with,” he says. “I'd aways
liked jazz. especidly jazz from that early period.” He
doesn t play a musical instrument but wishes he could: “If |
could play the piano. | wouldn't want m write.” The
identification with Bolden is nicely completed towards the
end of the book when the narrator makes specia note of a
curious fact: “When he [Bolden} went mad hewas the same
age as | am now. The photograph moves and becomes a
ml .'l
This identification, athough necessary and perhaps inevi-
table, is doomed to frustration. “You never know what
someone is thinking,” Ondaatje says. *‘It’s really horrify-
ing for me, the ending. Y ou know Bolden is com Ietglcy
sane and refuses to talk to ea.” The artist flirts with mad-
ness as he explores the outer limits of Privacy. Ondaatje
hints at this: ““The whole book was really difficult for me ta
write. It was avefy private book. The problems Bolden has
are the problems any artist has at some time. It's almost kke
a parable of the 20th-century artist. Everybody at one point
writes A Portrait of the Artist. Their version of it.”
" How do facts relate m form in Ondaatje’s fictional uni-
verse? For convenience we mal cal Coming Through
Slaughter a novel. But Ondaatje believes fiction can include
within its scope other genres and media. *'I feel about a
book like thisthat you want m use everything, every kind of
art form. Music. photographs.. .. People don’t think in
terms of poetry or fiction. They think of everything. The
way we think about someone elseisin terms of everything
we know about them.”
Corning Through Sleughter has been chosen by Books in
Carnada, aong with |an McLachlan’s The Seventh Hexa-
ram, as the best first novel by-a Canadian in 1976. But at
%3 Ondactie has aready established himself as a leading
Canadian poet with four volumes of poetry: The Dainty
Monsters, The Man With Seven Toes, The Collected Works
of Billy the Kid, which won the 1970 Governor Genera’s
\ward for Poetry, and Rar Jelly. He has also ventured into
film-making with The Sons af Captain Poetry. featuring
?oet bp Nichol; Carry on Crime and Punishment. a short,
unny film about his singing dog- Wallace; and The Clinton
Special, a lively, 70-minute 0ok at Theatre Passe Muraille's
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This magrificent book is yours

FREE

with 2 no-strings-attached
trial membersihip ‘
in Canada’s own book club!

ARTS OF THE ESKIMO: PRINTS. A superb, clothbound, 103" x10%"
presentation in taxt and pictures of the rich diversity of the grephie
erts From Caneda’s northland, printed on highest quality paper, bound
in heavy gloth-covered boards and embellished with decarative head
and tail bands and coloured endpapars. Contains 105 full-page repro-
ductions af Eskimo prints in their original calours, together with com-
plete annotations and analysis. ARTS OF THE ESKIMO: PRINTSisa
comprehensive survey of Canada’s mop exciting original artistic ex-
pression and one of the mast beautiful books ever produced in this
country.

Offered in the bookstores at $27.50, ARTS OF THE ESKIMO:
PRINTS is yours FREE when you accept a trial membership in the
Regder's Club of Canada and choose your First Selection{s} from tha
typical Club offerings described below.

THE READERS CLUB OF CANADA ijs Canada's own book
club. The books on this page are typical of the Club’s offer-
in%s. And right now you can have Arts 0f the Eskimo: Prints,
a $27.50 value, free when you choose your first Club Selec-
tion(s) and accept a no-strings-attached trial membership in
tbe Club.

Founded in 1959, the Readers: Club is owned and operated
by Canadians to serve the distinctive needs of thoughtful
Canadian readers. Now, with the help of. the Secretary of
State and the Canada Council, the Readers' Club is able to
enroll additional members.
~ The Club offers you the carefully-chosen best of new and
important Canadian books. There is ne membership fee and
No minimum purchase rec’ui rement; you buy as few or as
many books through the Club as you please.

Take one (or more)

Canadian books as your first Club Selection

1309 Lcdy Oracle. Margarer Anvood's new
besteeller, A comic tour-de-force In which a
viriter of gothic novels tries 10 escape from
her life and lovers. $70.60.

1372 Colombo’s Canadian Rofcronces, John
Robart Colombo. A wniquely useful and
entertaining guide to more than 6,000 people,
places end things of Canadian interest. Fifty
subject categories renging from politics 10

1233 Tho Emcmy That Nover Vas. Ken
Adichi. An cboorbing, brililant history of
Jopangza Canzdians pad hovs they have been
trcated 1o the land thay kave chosen. 1
lustrated. $14.95

1270 A Vcry Doublo Lifo. CP. Stacay. A
rzscaling porernit of Elackenzie King's sorme-
times Bizame ond hrational privata lifs,
£10.95

And you save N
money. Selections are ™. -
frequently offered at special ™.
prices. And the Club’s Bonus \
Plan car stretefr your book-Buyiey N
dollar by as much as twenty-five percent. ™ .

You will aso receive a free subscription™to Canadian
Reader, the Club’s lively monthly journal about Canadian
books and writing. .

Frequent savings. No minimum purchases. Convenient ac-
cess to the best in Canadian writing. And, on top of al this, a
Lree c?py of Arts Of the Eskimo: Prints asan introductory

onus!

Lots to gain ... and nothing to lose . . . choose your first
Selection(s) tediy!

of these important |

1379 Roné: A Canadian In Sexrch of o
Country. Pater Dasbarats. This firsy, full-
scale hiography of the man vwho has becoma
tha most Impartant politiclan in Caneda t0-

1325 Tha Post ond Future Lend. Martin
O'Malley. A vivid and maoving sccount of
the Bergar Inquiry's northern community
hearings. Dere and Inuit speak In thelr own
‘wards sbout thelr land and their Ilves. $15.00

dzy is an overnight bestsetler. $70.00

1301 The Looceckt Nlcds! Treaury. Salec-
ted by Ralph L. Curry, Three decades of the
best of Canadian humour. $17.85

1304 Grondmo Proferred Steok. Gragory

1058 The Coflected Poams of EJ, Prate
Fevised and enlarged to include alt of the
poet’s majar viorks. £11.00,

1382 Tho Doetor’s Vifo. Brian Moore. The

12.0 Tha Farked Rocd: Conxda 1839-57.
Dona'd Creighton. Our most emminent his-
torizn writes of the yeara in which we
changed from British calony to American
calony. “Graccd with wit and styla™. U=
Tyztemed. 21495

7033 Bcar, Marian Engal. “Fascinoting and
prafound this novel spsaks of a vyoman's
strangs Journey to.vard a sence of commun-
ton vatk oll living ersatures.” Margare:
Lourene, S7.95

1123 (lorth By 2000, H.A. Hergreaves. A
firstevie coltection of Canadion science fic-
tlon by a writer who emphasizes the human
¢ld2 of man‘s future condition. $8.95

13253 Tha Bayd Ganp. Marjoria Lamb and
Barry Pearcon, For tha first time, the com-
piata stary of Cancda’s most famous bank
robbars vwhizd oxplolts fascinated Canadians
In 1950, Actionpacked ond heavily -
lustratcd, S12.00

$120 Mot In Vain, Photos by Ken Bell;
ikt by CP. Stocey. Ball's magniflcently-
repratiuced photagraphs shovy the Canadlan
hattlotizids of Western Europ2 a1 they vere
In V4V ond o9 thoy laok today, $9.95

sports, trom business to entertalnment, Qver
600 pages. $74.95

1381 (n My Timo. Thomas H, Raddnil. The
candid, enthraliing autobliography of one of
our most popular novellsts and historical
vriters. llustrated. S14.95

1308 PMlarge Ollver's Weekond W

'lnipzlnl
Menu Cophbaok. An essy-lo-use cookbook -

with recipes and menus for every.season and
oceaslon, 5.,

1293 Woman of Labrzdor. Elizabath Gou-
dia rgcalls her {ife a3 & trappsr’s wife. Tha

o Sun soys, “this Isgrest Iiterature,
quite possibly the best Canada h2s produced
yot.” lllustrated. $10.00

1337 Tho Savonth Hoxcgrem. lan Melach- "
lan, The stunning new novel of mystery.
sdventure and politles in tha seamy under-
world of Honpg Kong,

1202 Womon in tho Canadian Mosale, Ed. E

by Gwen Mothason, Eightean challenging es-
caya by and about Cancdian vyomen. Rote-
mary Brown, Margaret Atwood, Graca Hart-
;;azn.mll(uv Macpherson, faurteen others.

shy, reprassed wife of a doetor is suddenly
owrakened by @ much younger man. “The
spachal featura that ran for 14 yeara in most  literary commgnity stands In svm af Moore's
Canadian newspapers, $7.85 speiial talent for depleting vwomen™, $3.95
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Clark, An entertaining collectlan of Clark’s
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+ Entoll me In the Readers’ Club and t2nd me
1 the introductory Sclzction(s) I have indicited
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Porcépic is proud
{0 have published

Op

| Winner of the Goviemor—Génieral’s‘
Award for Poetry in 1976

New Fall books from oar other
Governor-General’s A ward winers:

JAMES REANEY

| iFourteen Barrels from Seato Sea-a rollicking_account

| of the author's journey across Canada with the Tour of

il The Donnellys — a revealing look at the country through
the eyes of one of our finest writers.

¥ IDOROTHY LIVESAY o o
Right Hand. Left Hand-The thirties brought to life in
her Stories, |etters, photos, memories, political stru

| eind poems. A great poet and feminist relives one of our

{ 1most formative eras. |

LI MARDEL
| (Jur of Place — poelry and photographs written around
I the author’s return to Estevan, Saskatchewan, and An-
other Time — literary criticism, subtle and complex, by
the author of Comrexts of Canadian Criticism.

§ IDAVE GODFREY . _
iDark Must Yield — a'new collection of stories from the
{ avathor of The New Ancestors and | Ching Kanada.

WICTOR-LEVY BEAULIEU

| iDon Quixote IN Nighttown, trandated by Sheila Fisch-
man. Winner of the Governor-Gengral’s Award and great

| critical acclaim — an intense and vibrant novel by one of
(Canada’s best writers.

See thesebooks and 14 other exciting new titles
at our booth at the CBA and the CLA conventions.

FPorcepic is represented by General Publishing,
P 30 Lesmill Rd., Don Mills.
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‘production of’ The Farm Show on location in the bams,

arms, andkichens of arural community near Clinton. Oat.

On viewi Qo? The ‘Clinton a.:i‘{ecial, it"s obvious that On-

daatje has had a lot of fun making movies. (*'I aways loved
movies,” he says. “It’s the main source of mythologies we
have.") The film1s an entertaining, sensitive look at the
members of a farm community and a group of talented ci
actors getting to know one another. One of the highlightsis
a sequence showing the first performance of The Farm
show before the Clinton people who were the models for the
charactersin the play. The acters were nervous. Perhaps
these people in the audience wouldn’t-be too pleased with
what they would see of themselves on stage. But of course
the audience loved it, laughing at each other, and im-
mensely enjoying a form of theatre that provided instant
recognition and amusement. _

The Clinton Special was filmed in the spring and summer
of 1973, and has been shown on OECA (the educational
television network in Ontario) several times. That was a
busy year for Ondactje. Billy was produced as a play at
Stratford. “Half the people hate it, half the people like it,”
he says. Theatregoers in London, Ont., were particularl
outraged by a production at the Grand Theatre, whicl
loleased Ondaatje in aperverse sort of way: “I think they
lost about 5,000 subscribers. There were nasty letters say-
mgi(thmgs like. *Why is this man allowed to exhibit this
sickness on stage? ** A couple of years earlier he had been
fired from his teaching post at London’s University of
Western Ontario, just two days before his Govemor
Generd’ s award was annoupced. Why? “| didn’t want to
do aPh.D. and they wanted me to. It's as simple as that.”

Why did the play provoke such strong reaction? “With a
book you reach the audience you want to reach,” Ondaatje
sadys. “In theatre, sometimes you have the audience that
doesn’t know what to expect. It I'd written it originally asa
play, it would have hurt more. It's like a mirror image,
something separate from the book. Each production iS very
different. But the play continues to cause trouble wherever
it goes. Recently, in aNew York production of the play, the
actor playi nE.C Isum went berserk during a dress rehearsal
and tried to kill someone on stage.”

This year Ondaatje completed his lint feature-length
screenplay, an adaptation of Robert Kroetsch’s Badlands.
“The reason | read it the first time is because somebody told
me there was a character named Web.” Ondaatje loved the
book, met Kroetsch, and joined him on several canoe trips
down the Red Deer River while writing the script. “It was
great fun. | realy enjoyed it. I'm hoping the film will hap-
pen next year.” . :

Ondaztje is now working on another book, but he isn’t
saying much more: “I can't tell you what I'm working on
right now. It's a secret. | have an obsession about secrecy
while I'm working on something.” He confesses, howeve,
that the book is the same one he dropped for Bolden: “It's
set in Canada. I'm working my way up threugh the 20th
century: _

Since |eaving Western he has been teaching CanLit and
English a York University’s Glendon College. “I try to
keep my teachi nﬁ and my own writing separate. | don't
think 1 could teach creative writing. | prefer to teach writers
1 redlly admire.” Since 1967 he has also been involved with
Coach House Press — editing, advising on manuscripts,
and. in the case of his own books, helping to design them,
“*They’ve designed every book I've done,” Ondaatje says.
“We worked very closgly together on design. That's very
llD mpl?rtant to me. It's almost the last stage of writing the

00K.”

His private life stays private, however. His brother Chris-
topher, a stockbroker, is also publisher at Pagurian Press,
but Michael has never been involved in the business.
“We're close friends , but in very separate worlds,” he
says. His wife Kim s an artist and film-maker. but the



Ondaatjes prefer to keep their working lives separate. He
has two children: Quintin, 11, and Griffin, 12. Wallace, the
singing dog. is the one member of the family Ondadtje likes
to fak about. Most weekends the family retreats to a farm
near Kingston where Ondaatje raises pigs.

His public reticence has been noted by many peoyl;ﬂe. Ann
Wall, publisher at House of Anansi, Say’s. *“Michael doesn’t
like to chat. It's not really relevant to what he's. doing.”
Perhaps like Bolden, Ondatje needs to remdin és anony-
mous as possible. Dennis Lee, who has worked closdly with
him for several years, sees Bolden’s Struggle-a pulling in

“In a way I'm & very displaced person. | really
envy roots. In some writers, the roofs be-
come individuals.":

opposite directions towards public and private roles — mir-
rored in Ondaatje’s life. ““He's avsrdy privete man,” Lee
says. “He doesn’t want to get frapped. Michhel’s response
has been to wm himsalf away' from the public. It matters
enormoudy to Michael that he go on testing himself, The
possibility that things would become easy scared him. |
don’t think bad reviews bother him. Sometimes he's de-
I|%hted. He's more scared about the possible effect of a
whole lot of good reviews, He redly bends over backwards
to celebrate other writers he likes who are invisible at the
moment.” (Lee is currently writing a book of criticism
entitled Savage Fields, in which three of the nine chapters
are devoted m a discussion of Ondaatje’s Billy.)

Ondaatje was bom in Ce'5_/|lon (now Sri Lanka) in 1943,
and left when he wasi1. He has never been back. He
finished his school_lnghin England. and came to Canada in
1962. Only then did"he be%m writing, and enly in a few

oems such as “Letters & Others Worlds (a poem about

is father that appeared inRat Jelly) and “Light” (apoem
about his mother that appeared in’ The Canadian Forum) is
there a return to the early experiences in Ceylon. “That's a
totallyI different \lNorId to Wgyat Ila;crgd“w ng |nI e%)?daatje

S “Inaway, 'mav | on. | r en

%%ts._ln somea%vriters thgr)r/ootsSpbecomgeir ndi\_/iduds’y BiI\I/y
the Kid and Buddy Belden are two such individuals, their
lives set in other places. For Ondaatje, though, the places
are in some sense irrelevant: ““I got interested in the person.
| don't care where the hell he's fmm. Maybe I’ve colonized
them to Canada.”

Future directions are far from mapped out. The mys-
terious Canada book is on the way, but it has been gestatin?
for ann% time now. “Next year | have a sabbatica and
may go to Ceylon,” he says. The possibilities are in-

triguing. Will an exploration of those deep roots bring-
guing p m g

another kind of expression to the surface? along trip

home on the agenda,— or perhaps just a year away from
teaching with more time to write — the result should be
well worth waiting for. O

L i T T e e e T B Ty DR P R S S ——

The Canadian Book Review Annualis <till
the most useful_evaluative guide to the an-
nual a[cj)utput of English language books in

Canada.

* One starts to browse and then reads from
cover to cover with mounting interest. if
not excitement? fer here we get the broad
picture of English language publishing for
the year. ”

Jean Dodd Emergency Librarian
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There’s no doubiing Thomas

by John Hofsess

!

Ten Green Bottles, by Audrey
Thomas, Oberon Press. 177 pages,
$11.95 cloth (ISBN 0 88750 215 6
and $4.95 paper (ISBN 0 8875
216 4).

Ladies and Escorts, by Audrey
Thomas, Oberon Press, 159 gages
$11.95 cloth (ISBN 0 88750 219 9)
ggg 2;’;34.95 paper (ISBN 0 88750

“IN SPITE OF itS space, Canada is g very
constricting culture,” Audrey Thomas
has said (The Capilano Review,'
Spring, 1975). “It’s life being in a’
large room with no windows.” There
are those whe do not feel the pinch.
Who do not notice the aridity. Who do
not sense that anythi ng is wrong. TO
them. presumably, Audrey Thomas
fiction will seem ... velgar. Melo-
dramatic. Bloody. An underground
voice they’d rather not hear.

At each biological stage of one's life
certain writers seem more important —
and appropriate — than others. In the
springtime of mental infirmity, there's --
Erica Jong or Henry Miller; in the
winter of cantankerous dotage. there's
Malcolm Muggeridge, And in bet-
ween, wheneverone's circumstances in
life permit alucid interval, there are
good, serious writers — of which
Audrey Thomas is one — who address
usin our prime: middle age being the
only time, for most human beings,
where there is any chance of integration
between intelligence and sex.

Thomas's acute sensibility to the
limits of Canadian life - or, more
precisely. to people whose per-
sonalities are formed bv living in
Canada, for she often writes about
Canadians abroad, dragging their tight-,,
ass psychic burdens around with them
— may be owing to the fact that she'
is an “idander,” with a home at the
northern tip of Galiano, and islanders
commonlyget “bushed” -a feeling,
frequently mentioned in British Col-
umbta fiction. of being “walled-in.”
During the past 10 years, Thomas has
ient amost as much fime away. in

reece and Africa (and currently
India). as she has in Canada, and her
fiction is enriched by a complex
double-vision. of .multiple mora sys-
tems. so that if she knows the vdlue of
something Canadian she alsoknows.its
cost. She is one of very few subversive
writers this country has produced.
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For Thomas, there is no sharp divi-
sion between her work and her life;
indeed, she would find such a
dichotomy psychologically suspect, if
not logically. absurd. Her work is the
result of how she has lived, and in turn,
it directs us back to living, not to some
literary lotus-land. Her imagination is
used not so much to invent characters as
to examine the lives — and mord
character — of everyone she has
known.

The twin volumes of stories here
published read more like an expanded
novel than the usual collections of
unrelated short pieces. Though Ten
Green Bottles was published in 1967
(in the U.S., and out of print for most
years since) and Ladies and Escoris is a
new collection, characters that appear,
sometimes peripheraly, id one tale
reappear years laer in others, and most

of thestories are thematically related in.

that they dea with the psychic under-
world of people who are bedevilled by
their own savage repressions.

In ““Tnitram,’* for example, written

A ud’ amn.r

at atime whenThomas’s own marriage
was bresking up, she describes a visit
between one woman writer (obviously
herself) and another (who it is easy to
spot as Alice Munro). “Her stories...

were about life on the prairies-about
farms and poverty (both spiritual and
material) and, very often, a young girl's
struggle against those things.” But
when she arrives in Southern Ontario to
visit her friend and, she hopes, to find
the conversation and human contact she
needs, to explain that she had decided

to leave her husband and go on to the
next stretch of mad alone, she finds that
“Lydia s’ marriage has alsé ended,

(only in her case it's the husband who is
leaving) and she is caught again “in the.
terrible gap between men. and
women.” After a long evening of
poison-darted conversation between
Lydii and her husband, and a younger
couple, Thomas writes:.

What had happened to us? What had
happened to us all? I began to cry while
Lydia made noisy love upstairs, I heard her
—she wonted me to hear her. It was the Iast
line in the last paragraph of the story she'd
been writing all evening. I wondered if
she'd come down the next morning with
'i!'uny's abdomen irrevocably stuck to her
ronl.

In“A Monday Dream at Alameda
Park,” Thomas writes about a Cana-
dian couple vacationing in Mexico:

For twenty years he had been a teacher —
atfirst young and eager ad with ideas as
fluffy and temalive as the hat ona
new-born chick. Student, graduate-
student. lecturer, assistant professor and SO
on. Hi mind toughening, reaching out. tie
hod, chosen the Meraphysicals because of
their intelligence and acrobatics. He loved'
wachinf them ~~itstill, aftertwenty years,
am I'nlimmatpnyoneshould{ayhlqur
whathe liked doing best. Butwhere had his
body been during all that lime?

His second wife is many years
ounger than himself: “She was the
rst woman who had ever caressed his

nipples. he loved it. And she loved him
— in spite of the dysentery stains on his
trousers.”’ .

Onenigbtthey meetsome peoplein a
bar and are invited to a party. His wife
leaves early, but the professor stays,
gets stoned, and ends up in bed with a
ﬁoung. bisexual couple. He returns to

is hotel in a state of woozy terror
A mind far adrift from its Canadian
moorings. At 50, his life is coming
apart. The safety and placidity of
“control” are gone, perhaps forever,
from his career, his marriage, and the
unused portion of life still left to him.

Much of Thomas'sfiction doesn’t
end-in the usual sense —because hét
characters are still alive and stumblin
around. Instead her stories taper off,
tentatively, ambiguously, ready to roll
with the next wave of pleasure or pain.
Audrey Thomas writes with an eye that
sees |ife steadily and sees it whole.
Those with predominantly “rationalis-
tic’ minds may |oathe her incantations
to vitaliiy, but inthe long run she is one
of those writers that wiﬁ prevail- over
this pale culture. She can be out of
fashion; but she can never bedenied. [
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Helter
pelter

Venus in Furs, by Leopold von
Sacher-Masoch. trandated from the
German by John Glassco, Blackfish
Press, illustrated. $9.95 cloth and

$4.95 paper.
By CHRIS SCOTT

LEOPOLD  von  Sacher-Masoch
(1836-1895), the Austrian nobleman
and author, among other things, of Das
Vermdchinis Kains (The Heritage of
Cain). is today remembered forensi-
cally, his "name reified in
Kraffi-Ebing’s P.s?'ckaparhia Sexualis
as the originator Of literary masochism.
Whips. furs, and uranism §Venus wor-
shi ps) form the subject of thi§ book,
which has practicaly no redeeming
literary value, a fact réadily admitted in
John “Glassco's introducfion. Havin
praised it for ““the greaten profession

competence,” he allows: “Its faults.
on the other hand, are glaring: an
over-contrived plot, inflated sentiment

at the CBA-

Grant

over and abobe

on dl

CANADA S7K 2C4

WESTERN PRODUGER PRAIRIE BOGKS

June 11-14, 1977.
Take advantage of our

CBA SPECIALS

45% discount on al titles
by favorite western author
MacEwan -
3% bonus discount
our regular discounts
Western Producer Prairie Books titles

Available to dl booksdllers at the
CBA '77 Convention only.

o7 WESTERN PRODUCER
% PRAIRIE BOOLS

P 0. BOX 23500 SASKATOON,

and epithet, the hollow, disguised and
devious character ‘of much of the
dialogue, and a genera air of being
little more than a kind of sustained
erotic reverie. sckly and insincere; the
fetishiam for furs — even for the very
words Pelz, Pelzjacke, Dunkelpel; —
is intolerably tedious”  Nevertheless,
we are told that Venus in Furs is
“incontestably” von Sacher-Masoch's
“masterpiece.” Some master, some
piece. . _
The plot, such as it is, comprises
the journal of Severin Kusiemski, a
Galician aristocrat. Entitled **Con-
fessions Of a Supersensual Man”
(Ubersinnlicher), they. describe his
stay in a*little Carpathian resort,”
where he fals. in love with a stone
Venus. Severin spends his nights and
passion draped over the statue’'s
pedestal. until his nocturna amours are
observed by Wanda von Dunaiev -the
Venusin furs of the title. Sheis
rannical, “young, rich and beauti-
ul,” and lives “serenely for plebsure
and enjoyment.” No ballid virgin %ha
husband is dead), she speaks with her
es, usualy in a tremulous voice While
the pelt-stricken Severin falls at her feet
and she weaves a magic snare around
him. When Ther “eyes catch fire, as they
often do. she rushes out bud the rain.
Severin tells her that “Mount Olympus
would be the place for you, madam,”
and in a moment of daring confesses to

- e ———————

2 somewhat nasty pubertal - encounter:

One day my parents had driven to the*

capitaf of the district. My aumt derermined

to profit by their absence and execute

iudgemem on me. She entered suddenly in

er fur-lined Russian jacket, followed by

the cook, the kitchenmaid and the cat of a .
chambermaid whom | had scormed. With-
out any questions or parley they seized and
siripped me, bound me band and feot in
spire of my violent resistance, and then my
amt, with anevil smile. rolled up hér
sleeve and began whipping my Ml::dplmns
with a stout switch. . ’

So much for Glassco von
Sacher-Masoch's supersensual prose.
If the cast and action are familiar, the
flagellatory motif is of course the
dominant theme of Glassco's Harriet
Marwood, Governess (General Pub-
lishing, 1976). coyly referred to in a
footnote t0 the introduction under its
orlF;lnaI.tltIe, The English Governess
(Olympia Press,, Paris, 1960), by the
psetdonymous Miles Underwood.

“Ah; this will end badly, my
friend,” Wanda tells Severin, Who in
no time a all is subjugated to the lash of
her whips. Severa furry spankings
|ater, the pair depart for Vienna, she'in
*‘a kind of Amazonian wavelting COS-
tume of black cloth-the skirt cut like
aridi anhablt, the short jacket edged
with saple,” and Severin, rechristened
Gregor, IN athird-class compartment as
keeper of the venereal furs. Thence m
Florence, where Severin attempts to

Maripese
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Mariposa:-A Story Book captures the unique
spirit of the Mariposa Festival in words. music,
photographs and exuberant graphics. This
book is a celebration, an intimate and honest
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$8.95 paper
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drown himsdf in the Amo and is
whi_Eped by a Greek (“He is a man who
is like a woman: he knows how beauiti-
ful heis....” ). And so. under the lash
of Apollo, Wanda's prophecy is
fulfilled. The thing does indeed end
badly. on asub-Nietzschean moral with
Severin declaring: “At present. we
men have only the choice of being
eti]ther hammer or anvil.” Mothballsto
that!

My copy of Venus in Furs was
printed on Bymnic Text India paper,
uncut with ragged edges, between
khaki covers. It was perfect-bound, and
the adhesive had spilled over the backs
of the signatures to form a curious
white blob at the top of the spine. The
original illustrations by Franz Buch-
holz were quite hideous. De gustibus
non est disputandum. 0

Where the bee trucks,

there trucks he

Top Sail. by Joe Rosenblatt, Press
Porcépic, 272 pages, $15.95 cloth
(ISBM O 88878 125 3) and $7.95 paper
USBN O 88576 126 1). 7

By GARY MICHAEL DAULT

THIS IS A collection, almost 300 pages
long. of three of Joe Rosenblatt’s
out-of-print books — Bumblebee
Dithyramb, Blind Photographer, and
Dream Craters -with additional bits
and pieces (More 0f the Insane) and a
good hefty sdlection of his witty.
congested, eminently explorable draw-

ings.

gAt $7.95 for the paperback and
$15.95 for the clothbound edition, Top
Seil is obviousIP]/ not for Rosenblatt
first-timers. Nothing you'd pick up as
an experiment. Topsoil isaRosenblatt
celebration. For fans.

Of which | am one. Mainly because
of the intense pleasure | have always
felt upon entering the Green World
Rosenblatt has constructed over the last
decade for the performance of his
dightly scattered but always absorbing
mythopeeic three-ring circus. .

This Rosenblattian Green World is a
cosmos adjacent to ours, conceived,
quickened. and shaped in the forge of
the poet’s extraordinary animal
imagination. It isamoraly and aesthet-
ically ruminative zoo where all sorts of
unli e|%/ things lumber and twitter and
flit off into a night of previousy
unexplored psychlorama and come
back (onto the page) with the goods
about the human condition. Usually
presented in a spotlight of metaphor.

Example (from “The Muse in Mid-

Winter”):
Sumetimes when the world is flat
1 dig up a menster of my potency
whe existed when 1 was Invisible.
On celluloid it made faces ai the futare.
Inthe genes of my poems
in the body of the beast, the spirit
soves on fonrs, thumps its barrelled chest,
dovours the black nind, snarls, growls. . ..
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For Rosenblatt, metaphor (to shift
the metaphor) is a kind of gateway of
transformation, a wicket of admission
within the poem by which the reader is
ushered into Rosenblatt's Green World
of febrile possibility. There is always
payment exacted for this admitting. A
sort of toll. And that is the wrestling
you have to do with ingenious but
sometimes ham-fisted marshailing of
metaphorical language and idess.
When it works it works very well
indeed

Bees are rruck drivers of the sky

Who burrow into diners of flowers
1o be fed therein, and overhailed. . .

Would it not be monstrous here, given
Rosenblatt’s poise and origi nal ity. to
recoil in Wildean alarm at his proximity

to bathos? It's that very kind of danger

‘that, safely averted, is the source of

much of the delight the poet has to
offer. When Rosenblatt’s really cook-
ing, he can charm the bird out of the
tree and down onto the page. He can
descend into a maelstrom of bestiary,
kid' s book? passion play, and work-
shop in somies, and come up smelling of,
poetic roses.
IIF '\zke gr:;un(ljwme ncles i
Sia; own re, .
zeppelinsn-fkc'ns: ieg:agrds nancles: Ry
clotted
=soul’s orgasm-bal
loon flowers. . .,

Balloon flowers are, of course, Cal-
ceolaria, Rosenblatt later refers to them
as “air brothels.” As“alien glands.”
Les Fleurs du Mal. Sometimes the
forcing of the metaphor is hard and
aggressive. The poet sets up a direct
transformer, an act of poetic will, that
refuses, right there in front of you, to
function. “Sky is pigment” ‘is one
example. Or:

The fingers of evening are snakes

in the Infinite fireplace of orfer,

where an old woman crochets stars

qulvering |ike orphans in the dark. . .

There are times when Rgsenblatt’s
extended metaphors take on a sort of
gothic angularity and become savage
with sudden juxtapositions. with con-
ceits worthy of Donne, with the impro-
per horror of Fuseli, with the askew but
rogal paranoiac address of Salvadore
Dali:

Thesun T

a pecping Tom

gothis eyelids

thrit the window

and brushed my desert brow.

Heap;d ped
L he grave of a
S boled the vesenon DIinds down

like a guillotine.

Paris of kis eyelids fell on the floor,

I'll sweep them up soon.

For Rosenblatt, a poem appearsto be
the record of an imaginative event. In
that event’sretelling, he eschews the
simile -because of its structuring of
the world into the statistics of weighted
equivalences. For Rosenblatt, the
world teems with the Brownian motion
of constant and meaningful metamor-
phosis. Best presented by the poet’s ark
of dternative voices each declaring to
the reader that things havechinged and
that the reader is beingadmitted to that
change — now metaphoricallly -
created for him within the poet’s lines.

The oyster of the mind

speaks t{:ﬂe dark creatures

with sacks of nerves in the fog.

A word about Rosenblatr’s drawings
(many of which appear as tiny-drop-in
quanta Of graphic energy In these
pages): the best of them are inked
thickets depicting, like poems, a mo-
ment in ‘the history of mental change.
The continuing use of the creature
helpsto suggest that such changes of
mind happen at a gamier level than is
reachable by language alone
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(Rosenblatt’s metaphorical extravag
ance and impropriety being perhaps the
only way to't 5) See, for example, the
poét’s remarkable series of bathtub
drawings for Blind Phetographer in
which the bathtub grows reptilian legs,
hosts little undefined animal spectators
on itsrim, and beginsto look like a
swampy theatre in which primitive rites
see “The Boy Friend") are carried on
“The Bath Tub Piano” is the best,
most easily detachable Rosenblattian
visua equivalent | can find to his use of
metaphorical energy in the poems).
Rosenblatt’s drawings are very much
like the poems in their transcendence Of
mere expressiveness by the switching
on within each one (as you move your
efv]es over it) of the machinery of
change. The drawings are a shorthand
for the poems. akind of blocky, spatial,
handwriting. O

Editor's nofe: As we were going to
ress, it was announced that Top Soil
ad won the Governor General’s

Award for Poetry for 1976.

Titter of
tiny feet

Her Majesty’s Mice, by Norman
Ward. McClelland & Stewart, 159

pages, 58.95 cloth (ISBN 0 7710
5524.8)

By BONALD JACK

THE BOOK JACKET of Norman Ward's
|atest collection of short pieces, Her
Majesty's Mice. describes the author as
the funniest Canadian since Stephen
Leacock. Actualy | thought that hon-
our belonged to Joe Clark. However,
Mr. Ward is undoubtedly high up
among those who persist in writing
comedy when there are openings avail-
able in more rewarding dpmfessiuns,
like being a security guard at a sewage
treatment plant.

Mr. Ward is high up in another
sense, for his perspectiveis from the
upper stories of the Establishment. He
writes about university regents, gover-
nors-general, classica music lovers
and similar toffs, rather than the non-U
types that Leacock, for instance,
teased: though Mr. Ward can make a
quick enough U-turn when nobody’s
looking. Searching his thesaurus for a
suitable epithet for a credit-card execu-
five. he writes: “You can imagine my
chaﬁ;rin when | discovered that al the
really dirty words are reserved for
women., which shows you who makes
up dictionaries.””
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It's a civilized book. and | particu-
larly enjoyed the section ed Coyote
College. which begins: ““Itis well
known among race-track touts. spivs
and professors that an institution of
higher learning can stagger along al-
most indefinitely under the most feck-
less leadership.” And he plays some
good tricks on the language: “‘Leaving
city’, the owner of one item wrole,
clearly anxious to allay any apprchen-,
skons that he planned to take it with
him.”

Admirable. The book also reinforces
a thought that first occurred to me a
good many years ago, when | wy
adapting a Canadian novel for tele-
vision. The descriptive passages in that
novel were brilliant and heartfelt. But

as soon as the author returned to his

characters. the poetry and enthusiasm
died down. So many Canadian writers
seem to regard their characters without
passionate concem, and this apathy is a
reflection of a real-life element of the
national character.

Even if romanticism were to come
back. it is hard to imagine a Canadian
writing a romantic symphony. In
Canadian art. it is the landscape tbat is
loved rather than the figare in it. Look
around at your Canadian paintings.
How many of them contain any figures
at all?

Similarly, in Her Majesty's Mice,
people. in all their singularity and
absurdity, arc drawn only faintly when
they are drawn at all. Ofthe29 pieces in
the book. barely a dozen am concerned
with people. The rest arc about ani-
mals, prayers and politics. the lan-
guage, rules and organization. putting
out the garbage, and making speeches.
There is agood example of what | mean
in one of the essays. “A Weighted
Average.” It is about elevators.
particularly the one in Mr. Ward's
office building in Saskatoon. Elevators
can be a splendid setting for comedy,
und the author speculates entertainingly
on hew its maximum-load figure might
have been arrived at, but there is no
fecling of people in the elevator. And
after all. that’s what elevators arc

about. And what the most satisfying
comedy is about.

Still, when the authordoes tum to his
churchmen, scholars, and Mr. and
Mrs. Michell, the result is fine. The
Michells (who have a maid, naturally),
are used to receiving boxes of tea from
Aunt Millicent in India. They prepare a

pot from tbe latest consignment, dis-

covering just in time that the box

contains her ashes: The ending,-in its

gentle restraint, is exactly right: “Mrs.

Michell was silent for a long moment,

and then looked briskly into the large,
teapot. ‘She’ll dry out nicely,” she said

in a low voice.” O

- |

Wandering gentile, homebody Jew

Return to Canada: Selected
Poems, by Patrick Anderson, McClel-
land& Stewart, 110 ages, $4.95 paper

Pl

(USBN 0 771007051}, —

The Poems of Irving Layton,
edited by Eli Mandel, McClelland &
Stewart, 63 pages, $1.95 paper (ISBN

. U /7710 9016 3).

By A. J.M. SMITH

IS A special pleasure to be able to halil
what amounts m a second coming of
Patrick Anderson. He has been away
too long, and though his poems cannot
now stand out in Canada with the bright
distinction they did in the middle 1940s
and early 1950s in the pages of
Preview, they contribute something
original and still fresh to the poetic
explosion of the 1970s. It is hard to
believe that it is as long ago as 35 years
that | wrote a letter to the editorof The
Canadfan Forum praising him for pub-
lishing Patrick Anderson’s “Poem on
Canada,” a leng politico-historical
poem in six parts, and prophesying that
the young author would become an
important and influential Canadian
poet. | am sure that he would have, had
he not. in Spite of taking out Canadian
citizenship. returned to England in the
early 1950s. He took up literary jour-
nalism back in London, did a bout of
schoolmastering as he had done in
Montreal, and then went for acouple of

We publish

Singapore. He began to write books of
autobiography and travel, keenly ob-
servant, witty. and charming. that no
doubt kept him better off than sticking
to poetry would have, either in Europe
or Canada. It is good, however, to have
him back to his old love and to know too
that he would like to come back to
Canada to live.

Indeed, | think it is his Canadian
poems = his old Canadian poems —
that are the best things in thii collec-
tion. The section headed “Notes from
an Old Montreal Wartime,” consisting
mostly of pieces that appeared in
Preview when the other contributors
included Frank Scott, P. K. Page, and
A.M: Klein (but never, alas, myself),
arc, along with “Poem on Canada,”
the high-water mark of the book. These
Montreal poems are introduced ironi-
cally by the remark of a historical critic
that “the cold intellectual brilliance of
their intellectual gymnastics and verbal
legerdemain dazzle, awe, and exasper-
ate.” | don’'t know how long it has been
considered right to think anything intel-
lectual cold and therefore unpoetic, but
that is certainly the common opinion.
The Preview poetry did not awe or
exasperate me (though much of First
Statement did) for some of Anderson’s
most characteristic poems have stayed
alive all these years in The Book of
Canadian Poetry and The Oxford Book
of Canadian Verse — “Desert.” for
example. “Mother’s Boy,” “Camp,”
“Winter in Montreal,” and a long

more than 300 plays by Canadian playwrights

including

Hrant Alianak, Carol Bolt. Thomas Cone, Michael Cook,
Larry Fineberg, Ken Gass, Tom Hendry, Betty Lambert,
John Pulmer, Sharon Pollock, Bryan Wade, George Woodcock

o WRITE FOR OUR NEW CATALOGUE — 8 YORK STREET, TORONTO M5J1R2Z o

DIAYWRIGHTS COOD
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section of “Poem on Canada.” But
Anderson is too good te have to depend
on anthologies. This very generous
book should find a warm welcome from
all Canadian poetry lovers — and

ets.

If Patrick Anderson’s poems have
been more or less unavailable for so
long that they can almost be thought of
as new, Irving Layton’s have never
been anywhere but in the forefront of
attention-deservedly. | hasten to add.
Since 1945 he has continued topourout
peetry ‘“like water from a broken
pump.” Eli Mandel says somewhere he
wrole to him. At least a book a year-
and some year s two, maybe three-for
30 years. His Collected Poems-of 197 1.
his latest editor tells us, “consists of
589 pages and more than six hundred
poems.” It is prohibitively bulky and
weighty. and prohibitively expensive.
But there is no Ieasinghsome peo;Fi]e,
and | can't help tedling that Mandel has

one too far, and that this book is too
ittle. The introduction is neat. true,
and sensible. but it is too short to be
really useful. and while the choice of
poemsis fair enough it could have given
awider and more varied idea of the
excellence of Layton's contribution.
You will looK in vain for “The Bull
Calf.” or “The Red Fox.” whilethe
wonder ful poem on an eleghant in
India. which Layton contributed to

Columbo’'s anthology Hew Do I Love
Thee is not here either. Only one more
lament andT'lf quit bitching. Instead of
the marvellous “ The Day Aviva Came
to Paris’ we have 10 put up with the
very inferior bit of literary name-
dropping “Seduction Of and By a
Civilized Frenchwoman.” But at least
we have been spared most of Layton's
horrors. and it we don’t have all his
great poems (how could we?) we have
many. Let us be grateful to poet and
editor too. O
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Movies and Mythologies: | owards
a Mational Cinema, by Peter Har-
court, CBC. Publications, 171 pages,
$3.95 paper (ISBN 0 88794080 3).

By PHIL SURGUY

THIS WAS Originaly a series of eight
programs Mr. Harcourt delivered on
CRC-Radio in the fal of 1975. The text
presented here indicates that his survey
of the early days of the movies, discus-

-sion of the national cinemas of several

foreign countries, and examination of

1 e i —— e e e

the economic and cultural impediments
— both alien and domestic — to the
development of a national cinema in
Canada must have been wénderfully
effective broadcasts. The programs fea-
tured sound-tracks fram the movies
under discussion, the actual voices of
the author’s principal sources, and the
voice of the author himself, shapinghis
material into an expression of personal
concem for the condition of Canadian
films. But dl these are missing from the
book, and what's |eft is revealed as a
rather naked, sketchy argument.

The key problem is that Mr. Har-
court hasn't decided what mythology is
or whether it's good or bad, whether it
is a dramatic expression of a people’s
collective experience or apack of liesin
the service of special.interests, He
does, however, think that Canada
should have a mythology of its own:

At times he hints that we aready
have one. The bulk of his evidence,
though, is the gr eat decumentary work
Canadians have done-which is to say
he conveniently ignores for the moment
the fact that mythology is essentially
national orpersonal fiction. And, of the
few fictionaIlJ films he musters as evi-
dence of a developing Canadian cine-
Jnatic mythology, he says ene of their
primary concernsis*“thefailure of our
society lo pravide meaningful roles for-
us. Hence the recurrence of films about
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upon this love of country rests my
expressive work.”

l . John Vanderpant’s photographs are a
i . gtatement of his own quiet and intense

i vision and reflect his efforts to expressthe
‘spirit of his own environment.

¥
i . Living and working in Vancouver from 1919

Our story keeps on growing
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“Canada . .. hkas made ma. I feel one with
1 the spaces, the mountains, the atmosphere
+ of British Columbia, and directly rejecting
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adolescence. about drop-ours or crimi-
nals, or simply about wild and ener-
getic characters like Pearson’s Paper-
back Hero or Carter’s Rowdyman —
characters who end up acting destruc-
tively because there s’ notHing else
to do.™
Hooreses, the hard fact is a majority
of Canadians feel they do have
meaningful roles — mainly as
American-style consumers. It's the
film-makers (fand Canadian artists in
general) who feel they have nothing to
do. And Mr. Harcourt’s falure to
explore the implications of this terrible
contradiction iS thecentral failure of his
book. For, if a huge number of Cana
dian artists experience Canadian soci-
ety, the society of their felloww Cana
dians, as stifling and often murderous.,
how are they ever going m provide it
with a unifying mythology? Mr. Har-
" court and most of the film-makers he
cites here seem content simply to bitch
about the way our people’s imagination
has been colonized as thoroughly es our
etonomy. Thereis no sign here that he
of they can yet tell the difference
between en and a story, or thst
they have truly begun te imagine a
cinema the whole nation can call its
own, a cinema that fsa genuine altemna-
tive m the foreign mythologies that now
dominate us.
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Report em the Death of
Rosenkavalier, by Jan Drabek,
McClelland & Stewart, 224 pages.

$3.95 cloth (ISBN 0 7710 2880 6).

By SHARON MARCUS
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THIS ROSENKAVALIER S not the am-
biguous 18th-century Viennese emis-
sary of love, f)opulanzed by Hugo von
Hofmannsthal and Richard Strauss, but
a vicious 20th-century Czech civil ser-
‘vent end assassin. In my lingering
expectation of other more romantic
associations-the ironic familiarity of
that other Rosenkavalier persisted — |
began to speculate that he is also the
narrator, Ton Klima
Three deaths, in feet, are reported
here in some detail, against a back-
.ground of countless others. Ton's death
comes as the consequence of an emo-
tional ‘and political 7 unceitainty, the
.rejection of both the seductive but
imprisoned mistress, the homeland
1Czechoslovakia, and the naive. but
.rcompelling bride, the adopted home
Canada. Ton dternately offers and
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withdraws his allegiance or opposition
to a system, en ides. Ultimately. he
offers himself, a half-crazy sacrifice.
end finds hi equilibrium somewhat
restored in an act of political assassina-
tion. Hebecomes the assassin’s assas-
sin.

In asense, Ton's unclethe Colond,
whose murder Ton vindicates. is an-
other Rosenkavalier, a mode of indi-
vidua heroism; control and dedication.
His ghost haunts the migrained land-
scape of Ton’s suffering during the
years in North American comfort and
Inertia, continually confronting the
quality of one illusien with another
older one: family, country, and duly.

This novel, somewhat like
Koestler's Darkness at Noon, unfolds
ina continuing interrogation -rather
pleasant interviews actualy —-in
which Ton and a benign Soviet officid,
Zolotenko, examine the narrator’s mo-
tives by reconstructing hi passions, his
ideas, his attitudes. Zolotenko, a Rus-
sian expert highly placed in the Czech
Ministry of the Interior, but mellowed
by a tour of duty in Canada during the
Gouzenko period. offers an increas-
ingly sympathetic audience as Ton
unravels his life, gaping clumsily
through different periods in time,
explaining why it all cameto-an abrupt
end inan act of political murder. A
detailed record of these sessions. eom-
piled in secret by Ton and spirited from
the g’)ail by an attaché of the Canadian
embassy in Prague. plus a few letters
exchanged by Canadian External Af-
fairs officials, give the novel its form —
a nice, tight structure.

Around this frame the details of
Ton’'s life are hung. Thk most canvine-
ing fictionally and emotionally are the
early days, Czechoslovakia before and
after Hitler. Then exile and espionage
in Vienna during the late 1940s. These
events, which seem to come from deep
within Jan Drabek’s childhood, are
handled with much more passion and
narrative skill than thelater American
and Canadian episode& which are di-
minished by social and palitical
rhetoric. Mr. Drabek finds North
Americans so politically naive — we
haven't lived through German and Rus-
sian occupation-that he feels obliged
m lay out information end opinion m
prepareus for certain teachings, such as
a quasi-exoneration of American inter-
vention in Vietnam.

Now athough I find some of Jan
Drabek’s political attitudes rather
bizarre, | clearly hear where heis
coming from. And he does accumulate
enough passion, enough conviction, a
strong enough sense of caring deeply,
m make his novel rise above differences
of oFinion. (T wonder if Mr. Drabek
would find this naive.)'It is also this
strong expression of personal urgency
that overcomes limitations in style


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Jan+Drabek

(*‘hungry as hell,” **a hell of afigure”
and “what the hell is that supposed to
mean?’ all within the first dozen
pages), and weaknesses in characteti-
zation. Ton discusses his attachment o
the women in his life a great length,
but thev remain undelineated sexual:
political mysteries.

haps. Ton. your real attachment
is t0 an ideal homeland, a female to be
loved and protected, or loved and
betrayed. But then, of course, there is
aways the chance that she might betray
you. Rosenkavalier. Did you really
expect to find truth and justice in sex
and polities and government? O
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The &park Plug Thief, by Marc
Plourde. New Delta Press, 9

PagEs,

sella, Oberon press, 158
cloth (ISBN

11.95
an .
paper (ISBN 0 88750 2245).

$2.95 paper USBNUIIST6Z479).
Dance ll\'rie Outside, by W. P. Kin-

Getting Here, edited by Rudy

\Wiebe. NeWest press (13024 — 109
32.95 paper (ISBN 0 920316 00 x).
By MICHAEL SMITH

FRANCIS WiPER suffers from a case of
chronic inertia. His father has died *at
just sixty” — burnt out, despite an
early retirement Spent mogtly in snooz-
ing— and, if anything, Francis seems
even less energetic. By the time he quit
university he had “decided that no
matter What he did with his Jife he
would fail at it.” Hegetsa jobina
bookstore. and the owner discovers that
Francis is scarcely capable of answer-
ing the phone. On a hip to the West
Coast he lacks the power to break a
conversation with two bus-termina
philosophers. Findly, he even fails at,
suicide. o

Francis is a principal character (I can
hardly call him a hero) in three of these
10 stories by Marc Plourde. though his
doomed spirit lurks through most of
them. As a group they tend to focus
more on character than plot, and, more
often than not. they lead toward bregk-
down. Usualy they dedl either with
socid misfits — a biker (in “Genera
Dahl™), a beggar (**The Flies in the
Glass”). areformed junkie (“The
Windmill”) — or with the gulf be-
tween friends (*“Freddy’s Sister”),
lovers (“Francis Wiper's Ailment”
and spouses and relatives (“The Bee

keeper and Hi Wife"). Frequently
with both. -

In “The Bookworm,” for instance,
a brother and sister share little in com-
mon beyond their Swiss-German ac-
cent. In™ Fredo?,’s Siger,” the narrator
remarks of his friendship with Fred that
“we did not really like each cther ... or
understand.” In “Tony B.in the Black
Cat.” a sometime pimp, brawler, and
thii has no ‘inkling of the Hypocrisy he
faces -— except that he's noticed how

ple avoid lookipg at each other in

he subway. Unwittingly, he' s disco-

vered the sad corollary to Plourde's
stories: that even when ‘others observe
such incidents -— which occasionaly
end violently — nobody seems to care.

The outcasts in W.P. Kinselld's
stories are a band of Indians on a
reserve near Hobbema, Alte. These are
moderm Indians, to whom white finance
men are “like the cavalry must have
been to theold time Indian.” In order to
defend themsalves against invadin
feds, they regularly tear up the culv
on the mad into their Settlement.
They're unrepentant whores, drunks,
moonshiners, and sneaks, full of the
wily tumour that seems to have become
the vogue (in books such as W.O.
Mitchell's The Vanishing Peint) when
characterizing Indians these days.

The 17 related stories al| are'narrated
by Silas Ermineskin, an 18-year-old
technica student whose English in-
structor has supposedly corrected the

spelling and inserted commas wherever
they’re needed. Severd are comic set
pieces, as when (in “Ups and Downs’)
Silas wins a trip to Las Vegas. Others
range from outright Slapstick — at
times hilarious — to, sometimes,
deadly violence.

Kinsella, afreelance Writer and jour-
naligt, renders the stories in the sort of
blackface (*Me and Frank is Sit on the
corner watch the guys play cards’) that
pushed William Henry Dremmond’s
habitant imitations semewhat out of
favour. (In fact, if his subject had been
illiterate American blacks or dialect-
spouting Jews, |'m sure there would be
Prot Sts.) What saves him, | think, is
hat his Sympathies lie whol with the
Indians, Whose piratical acfivities he
portrays as if they'd been performed by
merry ‘old Robin Hood.

Gerting Here is a chegply produced
(a few typos, low-quality paper) collec-
tion of Stories ta/ seven ‘Alberta women.
Thety’ re not well known as short-story
writers, though Candas Jane Dorsey

- has published three books of poetry and

Myrna Kostash is an established
m?_am ne writer. Their steries vary in-
qudity, t_hou%h at least one — “Ever
lasting Life’ Dy Caterina Edwards- is
good enough for any collection. The
encouraging thing, to'my mind, is that a
%r]oup of untried writers has been given

e chance’ to get some stuff in a
book. O
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‘The evidence is flimsy’
by David C. Davies

IN 1966, ONE year after joining the
FLQ. Pierre Valliéres was arrested
outside the United Nations building,
held for four months in the Manhattan
Rouse of Detention; and then deported
to Canada. During the next three-year
period he languished in the holding
cells at the Quebec police headguarters
while undergoing a series of highly
publicized trials on, serious charges,
including murder, al of thieh culmi-
nated in acquittals or appeal victories
on the main charges. o
Whilein custody he wrote hisfirst
book. White Niggers Of America,
which established his reputationas one-
of the leading social thinkers in Quebec
and. more notorioudly, as the leading
FLQ theorist. He was finally released
on bail in May. 1970, but was one of
the first of the approximately 500
prominent Québécois arrested when the
War Measures Act was imposed .on
Oct. 16. 1970. He was one of the two
people interned for an extended period
of time and, after being acquitted on
various charges under the War Meas-
ures Act, he was released in June, 1971.
In 1971 his second book Choose!
peared. in whicli he debated the
choice between the FLQ and the Parti
Québécois and publicly justified opting
for democratic over revolutionary poli-
tics. The Parti Québécois, he argued,
presented a real democratic possibility
of attaining radical change. For the
FLQ to continue its terrorist activities
would be positively counter-productive
because it would give the authorities an
opportunity to use massive repression
to smash the Parti Québécois, the
unions. and the citizens' groups:

The October Crisis of 1970 was the dress-
rehearsal for this classic scenario. . . . The
FLQ would have acquired the odious his-
torical importance of being responsible for
supplying the exploiters of the Quebec
pzople with a golden opportunity to strike
a possibly fatal blow-. Fortunately it didn™t
happen. The authorities were tuken by
surprise, took too jong to react and never
managed 10 resolve the contradictions that | ¢
existed between their different levels of
;:Iecilsion-making and within each of those
evels.

Since that evaluation Valliéres has
changed his mind in a fundamental
way. Much of The Assassination OT
Pierre Laporte isdedicated to acon;
stantly repeated argument that the Octo-
ber Crisis Was a caréftllly planned and
stage-managed scenario, created in ad-
vance by the federal authorities, the
22 Books In Canada. June-July. 1077

armed forces, and the police and aimed
at the destruction, not of the , but
of the Parti Québécois, Far frgm being
taken by surprise, Vallitres claims, the
federal government actually initiated the
October Crisis live months earlier
when, on M@/] 7, 1970, the federa

cabinet establisned a gpecial committee
to consider “steps to be taken in the.
event the War Measures Act comes into
force by reason of insurrection.” The
significance of the date is that it came
one week after the Parti Québécois had

gained 23 per eent of the popular vote in

the Quebec election. For the first time a
political party dedicated to the inde-

pendence of Quebec through sepa

ratism had made significant gains
among the Québécois electorate; Ac-
cording to Vadiligres,ihe October Crisis
was the response of the powers-that-be
to the rise of a democratic political

movement dedicated to the indepen-

dence of Quebec.

Vallieres’ scenario calls for an ex-

tensive Machiavellianism that is hard to
accept: ““With cool audacity, both
during and after the events of 1970,
Trudeau and his team blamed the
kidnappers (thatis, a total of 10
persons) for the trap they had them-
selves set for the Québécois. They
blamed the ‘extremists’ for what the
government itselfhad decided to do.”
Valligres devotes a large chunk of the
book to trying to establish that the
October Crisis was deliberately pre-
fabricated by the federal authorities.
There is clearly a great deal that the
public does not know about the circum-
stances leading up to the implementa-
tion of the War Measures Act but
Vallitres™ theory of a massive con-
spiracy on the part of the federal and
Quebec governmeants and the military,
security, and police forces rests on
flimsy and insubstantial evidence.
By contrast, the section of the book
dealing with the kidnapping and mur-
der of Pierre Laporte is devastating.
The author’s basic assertion that the
FLQ's rolein these events is shrouded
in ~ confusion and deliberate
mystification is more than established
by the detailed review of evidence that
he undertakes:

The ROSE trial, . failed to shed wy light
on the real circumstances of Laporje’s
death. At the later trials, the other accused
repudiated their alleged confessions and
no new facts ed. . .. A death did:in-
deed occur; but the question that remains

CONSPII

Two views on Va
the October Crisis
conspiracy to manip

L’exécution de Pierre Laporte: les dessous d
Québec/Amérique, 223 pages, $5.95 paper (ISBI
The Assassination of Pierre Laporte: Behin
translated from the French by Ralph Wells, James

and $6.95 paper (ISBN O 88862 131 1).

unanswered is who i in fact responsible
for it

Pierre Valligres is clearly convinced
that the FLQ was not responsible for the
death of Pierre Laporte and that Paul
and Jacques Rose, Bernard Lottie, and
Francis Simard were convenientscape-
goats 10n|y Paul Rose and Simard were
actually convicted of the murder). Al-
though he canvasses the possibilities
that the underworld, political oppo-
nents within the Liberal Party, or the-
police forces killed Laporte, Vallieres®
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lieres’ thesis that
~as an imperial istic
ulate the FLQ and us

2 I'Opération Essal] by Pierre Valligres, Editions
{0 G3552 0 9.
1the Qctoher *70 S¢enario. by Pierre Valligres,
Lorimer & Co.. $13 cloth (ISBN 0 88862 137 x)

finger of suspicion inevitably swings
back to the political authorities who,
according to his conspiracy theory,
planned the October Crisis from start to
finish: “Neither the FLQ nor the people
of Quebec had anything to gain fmm
Laporte’s assassination. The federal
sovernment, on the other hand, stood to
Penefit immensely from a murder
occurring at such a psychologically
favourabie time.”

contirued on puge 24
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‘The evidence is sousnd’

by‘NigeI Spencer

HARDLY ANYONE in Quebec who re-
members October, 1970, has any doubt
now as to the effects of the crisis on the
people: a near parglysis of political
activity for about IS months and a
re-instatement of the “guilt of the
vanquished” complex used periodic-
ally since 1763 (through 1837) to
“ kee;ﬁI Quebec in line.”

Whatever motivations underlay the
actions of various individuals, the ef-
fects are plain and they are what count.
At the time the medii devoted con-
siderable space and energy to the
confusing slapstick of name-calling,
hypothesis. panic, calm,, optimism,
and despair that united our political
leaders, even when they centradicted
one another and themselves. The
important thing is to see the dapstick
for what it is. Individua whim or
neuross is not thesteff of which history
ismade, and besides it is hard to pin
down. It smply provides playthings for
the shallow-minded and diversion for a
peoplesadly lacking in information.

What was not -apparent at the time
was the existence of a politico-military
ggvernment of “crisis management.”

me of the details were revealed in a
1975 series of articles in Le Jour and in,
the heaviI%/ censored CBC-TV specia
on the fifth anniversary of the October
Crisis. However, the most complete
synthesis to date is presented in this
book by Pierre Vallieres, translated in
the English version by Ralph Wells.

The large number of astonishing
facts proved and essential questions
raised need not be enumerated here; the
book’s research is painstaking and
thorough. But there are a few points
that will be of special interest to the
non-Québécois. How many of us know
that the army across Canada was
engaged in awell-planned exercisefive
days before the War Measures Act and
nearly six before Laporte died? How
many know that a political purge of the
army occurred .in March, 1971, be-
cause of anear mutiny by officers and
men who “knew too much”? Or that
the police never believed the Chenier
cell to be Laporte’s murderers? Or that
not only Parliament but also the federa
cabinet was kept in the dark and away
from- any real decision-making?
Finally, how many people know that
we are still living under the War
Measures Act and that even wider
powers than thosé used in 1970 can be
— dnd perhaps are being — used by

certain  semi-official organizations
without the knowledgeof Parliament or
the people?

Most of this information was aready

available. If we seem surprised, it is

because our media served it to us
piecemeal and without any desire to do
more than keep us happily consuming
and donvinced that we live in a free
country. We get the information even-
tually. But by then it is so late chat it
attracts only the purely academic in-
terest of intellectuals, politicians, and
journalists — an isolated minority
whose reputation for aiding the people
isanything but enviable.

In fact, as the CBC-TV specid
suggested and Valligres demonstrates,

the mass media constituted one of the

leading “controliable players’ in the
scenario. From the kidnapping of Cross
to the invocation of the War Measures
Act, we were psychologically
“goosed” with rumours, QOSsip,
hoaxes, and isolated facts ‘in what
might have been a first-class propa-
ganda campaign. Then, between the
War Measures Act and the death of
Laporte, the “lid” was put on. FLQ
communigués (including one suggest-
ing that Laporte should live) were
suppressed and radio station CKAC
apparently got “exclusive rights’ to
the dénouement, so that everything
would be “perfectly clear” to the
pophlation. Laporte’s*body was com-
mandeered from the protesting and
suspicious widow and given a spectacu-
lar funeral, despite her wishes. Finally,
coincidentally. one month after the
crisis began, the third version of the
long-overdue autopsy report was ren-
dered, a coroner was named, Lortie
was arrested, and the FLQ was pmo-
nounced dead — al on the same day!
Whosays it only happens on television?
Not everything is as neat and easy to
spot, though, and it is to Vallieres’
credit that he has stock close to facts,
tamed them over carefully. left no
witness ignored Salthough anumber are
sworn to Secrecy), and even examined
nuances of language. Unavoidably, he
isat times working in a twilight zone of
scanty information and is forced more
than once to hypothesize (usualy along
several different lines) new links be-
tween existing or absent bits of evi-
dence. Thisis anormal part of scientific
inquiry, yet no doubt some purists will
be tempted to quibble. This would be a
serious error, for the basis of Vallitres'
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revelations and questions remains
essentidly sound. - _
~He weakens the impact of his
findings and his implicit thesis (of an
imperialist conspiracy and its manipu-
lation of the Chenier cdll) in only two
places. On pages 155-6 of the transla-
tion, instead of Insisting on thr fact that
Laporte’s |etters dnd the cdmmuniqués
from the Chenier cell show evidence of
being dictated by an anglophone,” he
allows this to be eclipsed b a(perhaﬁs
valid, but vague) parallel between the
k|dna¥)pers' “hard-ling” attitude and
that of the federal government. Again,
on page 170. what begins as & warning
to Québécois to remain cool-headed in
the face of any attempt at Chile-style
“destabilization tactics™ turns into an
impassioned plea foruncritical support
of the PQ, aparty in the difficult-if
not impossible — pusition of trying to
Prove_ that capitalism is the key’ to
iberation,

Apart from two flaws, one of them
perhaps minor. Ralph Wells' transla-
tion ‘serves Valligres faithfully and
intelligently. At one point where
nuance of language is significant, he
gives two different translations for an
Important phrase in one of Laporte’s
letters indicating a “paralle” com-
munication channel between Bourassa
and the kidnappers: the “you are
aware’ quoted in the body of the text is
much more accurate than the “you have
alread?/ been informed” in the com-
plete letter appended. Second, the
author, translator, and editors have
dropped from the English version the
texts of the three autopsy reports, the
transcript of the coroner’s inapest, and
half the photographs, While substituting
Laporte's letters and a“Judicial Bal-
ance Sheet” for those not familiar with
the final **score.” On the whole, thisis
apractical decision, and Valligres him-

f claimsthat the changes do no harm.
However. the absence of the medical
evidence. testimony, and photos of
Laporte’s wounds tends to remove or
minimize anomalies that should have
been noted. As a rule, though, the
trandator has effectively and unobtru-
sively supplied background informa-
tion to references that might escape a
non-Québécois. . _

Beyond its immediate and obvious
task. the book calls for a public inquiry
into the October Crisis and watns us
against the rising tide of Canadian
fascism that ‘ has both sanctioned and
been sanctioned by the War Measures
Act. On the first point. one must
suspect Valliéres of a naivety that is
perhaps assumed: Trudeau recently de-
clared himself disposed to co-operate
with any Quebec government inquiry,
yet in the same week the RCM P
refused to testify in a run-of-the-mill
criminal case because certain informa-
tion might be related m “national
security.” On the second count, the
94 Books in Canada, June-July. 1977
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least* one can do is take Valliéres
seriously.

Finaly, there is a problem a which
Vatligres only hints but which perhaps
is most important of all: the effects of
“game”’ psychology on whole nations
;and classes of people. In aworld of
chaos, we have come to crave order and
a.“hapany ending,” whether in
“fictiona” or “documentary” media.
If that is not subtle enough, then
confusion will do. A population that
can be artificialy stimulated and
calmed, that cannot tell reality from
fantasy and, what is more. knows it
cannot, iS effectively lobotomized. (1

EVIDENCE FLIMISY
continned from page 23

.For Vallieres, the question of who
gained politically by the death of Pierre
Laporte is absolutely basic m his analy-
sis.- But he should be reminder-that he
himself was charged with murder and
that the basic evidence on which the
State sought to convict him was drawn
from his political writings. Clearly he
seeks to turn the tables and use the same
tactics as his political adversaries.

The regl importance of The Assassi-
nation 0f Pierre Laporteis the presen-
tation of the results of investigative
reporting by Valligres and others, par-
ticularly the research information com-
piled by CBC-TV for its documentary,
The October Crisis, broadcast in Octo-
ber, 1975, into the events surrounding
the death of Laporie and the implemen-
Iation of the War Measures Act. The
book clearly establishes aprima facie
case for a new investigation by calling
into question the official version and
revealing dramatic new evidence. con-
cerning almost every particular in the
case againgt the Chenier cell of the
FLQ. The house in St.. Hubert where
Laporte was sucjoE_osed to have been
held captive and killed was raided by
the police three times during the week
of Laporte's captivity. Evidence at the
inquest placed allfour suspects else
where on the day of the murder. The
hand-written communiqué that an-
fiounced Laporte’s death was signed by
the Dieppe (Roya 22nd) cell. A group
of Laporte's friends dismissed the
coroner’'s inquest as a “complete
farde’ in a public |etter and Valligres
found. no satisfactory angwef m why it
tock the pathologists 20 days m com-
plete the autopsy report or why the
director of the Quebec Medical-Legal
Institute refused M sign the report, Why
did Warren Allmand indicate in' the
House of Commonsin 1973 that La-
porte died accidentally dur|r{(A;l a,
‘scuffie’” with his kidnappers? Why
did the coroner accept the unsigned
statement that police attributed to
Simard without first hearing the evi-

dence about the manner in which the
statement was -obtained? The list of
such questions is lengthy and the evi-
dence of some kind "of deliberate -
falsification and cover-up is impres-
sive.

Plow that the Parti Québécois con-
trols the provincial machinery ofjustice
and supervises some of the security and

olice forees involved in the October
isis, it is well placed to investigate
the conspiracy against the PQ that
Valligres insists underlies the ‘‘sce-
nario’* he analyzes in this book. The
new Justice Minister, Marc-André
Bédard, after meeting with Pierre
Valliéres, has already indicated that his
government is conducting an “internal
investigation” into theevents surround-
ing the October Crisis. Clearly if but a
fraction of Vallieres® suspicions are
confirmed the information could have a
bombshell effect if released prior to the
referendum on the separation of
Quebec. O

Renéssance One:
GiessSa oof
inevitability '

The Rise of the Parti Québécois, by
John Saywell, U of T Press, 174 pages,
$12.50-cloth (ISBN 0 80202275 8) and
$5.95 paper (ISBN 0 8020 6317'9).

By MARION McCORMICK

NOW 1T ALL comes back. the whole
raucous, exhaugting, disrupted decade.
It’s all here, condensed and
documented, in a book that has ac-
cumulated over the crucial years in the
form of reperts published year b}l/_ |%h‘:ar
in the Canadian Annual Review. These
have been linked unaltered, according
to the author, and rounded out with a
short introduction and epilogue. It is a
truly remarkable story of steadfastness
in pursuit of a goal: independence for
Quebec. By striving unswervingly to-
ward it through thick and thin, René
Lévesque has made the unthinkable
almost the only thimg anybody ever
thinks about.

Professor Saywell’s account reminds
us that there have been thin periods in
the PQ’s fortunes; it has not been an
undeviating rise to power. The thinnest
time of all was endured around the time
of the October Crisis, when the murder
of Pierre Laporte traumatized the pm-
vince. While people would grudgingly
concede that not all Péquistes were
terrorigts, they nevertheless felt that all
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terrorists were. if not Péquistes exactly,
something so similar as to make no
difference.

Lévesque |abored to keep his unruly
band in line under his own cool and
disciplined leadership,-exhorting them
“to exclude ruthlesdly all forms of
violence and even vague flirtations with
violence, not only because they are in
fundamental opposition to our way of
doing things, but also because they are
immoral in human terms and futureless
politicaly. For heaven's sake, let us at
the same time beware of the dippery
slaczsqe represented by a certain type of
radical demagoguery. al dick with
clichés and slogans, as inflammatory
as they are simplistic, in which every-
thing is totally black and white, and
liable to draw a good many minds into
the mesh that takes them unawares to
violence.”

The 1973 election returned the Lib-
erals in dmost embarrassing strength, a
victory so overwhelming that it was
easy to overlook the gains made by the
PQ. gains too scattered to count for
many seats. but gains nevertheless. The
rest of the country seemed to fedl that
the question of ‘separatism had been
settled. Quebecers knew better. No-
thing had been settled and push came to
shove on a daily, if not hourly, basis,
with the government improvising clum-
silv until the final, suicidal improvisa-

e e, ———
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tion, the calling of the election for Nov.
15,1976

“By the end of 1976 Canadians had
learned to live with the Parti
Québécois,’” says Saywell in a fina
word. Obviously, he does not spare a
thought for Anglophone Quebec in
making this statement. The English-
speaking minority can see no- modus
vivendi, unless acquiescence in its own
obliteration can be so considered. A
miasma of what the late Montreal poet,
A.M. Klein caled “the body odour of
race” pollutes the atmosphere.

The young and the shallowly rooted
flee. “For Sal€” signs spring up on,
Anglo lawns like crabgrass, and ran-
dom interviewing on campuses turns up

-few students who see their futures in

Quebec. And all the while, thg Premier
and his ministers, attractive and plaus-
ible men, energetically find oppor-
tunities m carry their message of the
inevitability of Quebec independence
to other parts of the country.

Saywell’s final paragraph causes a
chill:” “The dialogue within Quebec
and with Canadians had begun. The
strategy of René Lévesque was clear.
What was not cldar was whether the
cpalition .of forces and the leadership
would be found in Quebec to advocate
the federalist position. If not, indepen-
dence and association, so gently ar-
gued, could easily winthe day.” O

Renéssance TwWoS

the emotional
becomes rational

How Lévesque Won, by Pierre
Dupont, James Lorimer & Co., 136
pages, $13 cloth (ISBN 0 88862 131 0)
and $5.95 paper (ISBN O 88862

1302). °'

Réné Lévesque: Portrait of a
Québécois, by Jean Provencher,
PaperJacks, 272 es, $2.50

By W. H. ROCKETT

PETER DESBARATS' René was S mpli/( a
matter of good timing: the book’s
release came virtually simultaneously
with the electoral victory of the Parti
Québécois, too late m append a chapter
coveting that event but at the precise
moment when English-speaking Cana-
dians were beginning to take seriously
“the idea of René Lévesque negotiating
the future of Canada with Pierre
Trudeau.” Dupont's post-election
reportage and the re-issue of

By Charles M. Schulz

paperback.
HIGHLIGHTS

o Large, easy-to-read t
o Quality binding, made to last.

Now in paperback from Scholastic . ..

THE CHARLIE BROWN DICTIONARY

{Basad on The Rainbour Dictisnary by Dr. Wendell H. Wright)

‘Charlie Brown . . Shoopy .. . Woodstock ... Linus. .. Lucy ==
they’re all here in the onedictionary kidswill actualy wont to own.
Never has there been a livelier, though educationaly accurate

and tested, dictionary — one that will make young readers eac};er

to look up new words. And now it's available as a popular, affordable

© 2400 definitions — suitable for use in schools.
o Appealing, oversize formqt: 8%" x 117, 400 pages.

pe.
o Over 580 full&our iﬁ/ustramions of the whole Peanuts gang in action.

FOR BOOKSELLERS . ..

12-Copy Floor Display

atop his doghouse.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK SERVICES, 123 Newkirk Rd. Richmond Hil, Ontario. LAC 3G5.

The Charlie Brown Dictionary goes on sale August 1.1977. Thefirst copies
will be shipped on July 15, 1977. Retail Price: $6.50.

Watch for it at the CBA Convention.

An eye-catching display for any stere! It features everyone's
favourite beagle, Snoopy, in his classic pose — aseep
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Provencher’s biography are altogether
different books: they exist because of
the Fifteenth of November.

The Toronto Star has see” fit to save
the country in a half-dozen editorials.
Peter Gzowski cannot seem to let a
week pass without at least part of 90
Minures Live given over to Quebec
writers and performers. Popular-press
coverage of the internal affairs of
Quebec has never been more extensive,
rivalling — I venture to say — that
accorded the province all along by
Radio-Canada. Quite simply. there is a
murket for such stuff, and the market
grows ‘with the stuff preduced to fill it
as much as in response to the curiousity
or outright fear on the part of les
Anglais. Dupont purports to answer
how it happened; Provencher seems to
suggest why it was inevitable.

How Lévesgue Won is as good a”
explanation as any. It reads rather like
a" extended Maclean's piece. Its au-
thor in fact is a contributor to the
French-language version of that
magazine. Dupont begins with
Bourassa’s initial idiocy in calling an
election in the first place. a decision
apparently based on the Premier’s de-
sire to maintain control of the helm
even if the ship might founder under his
less than deft band. We the” rapidly
tour the shape the other parties found
themselves In at election’s call, pass
through the Liberal garden of scandals.
sniff at Bill 22 (which gets a chapter to
itself as **Bourassa’s Achilles Heel"].
and enjoy some interesting observa-
tions by Dupont on where business and
labour stood -or knelt-or hovered
— and why. Finally, Lévesque’s own
“For a" Independent Quebec,” pub-
lished originally in the American jour-
nal Foreign Affairs. is printed as an
appendix. together with sketches of the
Purti Québécois-cabinet.

It reads very quickly, and it's fun:
rather like an articulate Hunter S.
Thompson. or a genial Larry Zolf (if
such beasts exist). Mind you. if you
don’t already understand the
ramifications of Bill 22. Dupont isn’t
going to be much help. His book was
written for a Quebec audience whose
interest in such matters preceded the
Fifteenth.

Still. there is one home truth Dupont
takes note of which many, including
men as diverse as Peter Desbarats and
Pierre Trudeau. have missed: “Quebec
nationalism started out as an emotional
issue but it soon became a rational
one.™ This is a major point for Jean
Provencher’s biography of Lévesque,
first published in English in 1975.

PaperJacks has brought the book out
again. using the cheap process of
-photographing the original pages and
reducing the plates. | gave up reading
their test after a chapter, and borrowed
the original hardcover edition from my
local library. It was worth the effort.
26 Books in Canada, June-July, 1977
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I. L. Granatstein in reviewing Des-
barats’ work in these pages (January,
1977) has rightly criticized René for its
rather sloppy’ principles of organiza-
tion. But what fascinated Desbharats —
what fascinates many of us — is the
yawning gap between Trudeau and
Lévesque, men who at one time would
meet round Gérard Pelletier’s dining-
room table and talk into the night, me”
who at one time had been colleagues.
Desbarats keeps returning to that table
throughout his book, developing the
hostility that grew between a coldly
Cartesian Trudeau and a" allegedly
emotional, almost romantic Lévesque.
We are given t6 understand Trudeau
distrusted any form of nationalism,
especially tbe French Canadian variety.

. Which he,saw as emotionalism barring
the rational progress of the state toward
acceptance both of and by the 20th
century.

Provencher’s book, flawed as it is by
its open admiration of and agreement
with its subject, is a necessary antidote
to Desbarats. We forget Lévesque has
enjoyed the practice of power before,
as a Liberal cabinet minister. And it
is Provencher who emphasizes
Lévesque’s frustrations with the “jung-
les” of federalism through which he
had to chop in order to put his plans into
effect: He believed then, as he does
now. in the necessity of government
developing plans for society and form-
ing in effect a social contract with the
people. a contract binding the govern-
ment to the fulfilment of its social plan.
That is a rational, not emotional basis
for nationalism: René Lévesque is sim-
ply not Henri Bourassa,

As Trudeau said in a recent speech:
“Society in its totality must reflect a
degree of symmetry or the inequalities
and imbalances which have led so often
in the past to social turmoil may visit us

agan and this fimé on a horrendous

scale. " Confederation as it stands.
whatever else it may be, is asymmetric.
Provencher is the most successful wri-
ter thus far in discovering for us both
the symmetry Lévesque sees., and the
fact that he is actually seeing tt.

There will be two geometricians
negotiating the future, and ‘Prime
“Minister and publicbad better begin to
understand that fact as well as does the
Premier of Quebec. O
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Political
- Party-pooper

-The New Society, by Anthony Wes-
tell, McClelland&Stewart, 237 pages,
$8.95 cloth (ISBN 0 7710 8945 7).

Powertown: Democracy Dis-
carded, by Doris Shackleton, MeClel-
land&Stewart, 22 i pages, $8.95 cloth

(ISBN 0 7710 8100 6).
By GUS RICHARDSON

ANTHONY WESTELL draws the title of
his book from Pierre Trudeau’s
December, 1975, speech concerning
“the new kind df society we will need
to create in response to the new eco-
nomi¢ circumstances in which we are
living.” Westell argues that Canada,
along with all industrial democracies,
is evolving tqwards a collectivesociety,
defined by him as a society in which the
stateplays ‘‘thecentral role in planning
the economy and setting social
priorities.” This evolution’is integral to
a developing industrial democracy. and
he quite rightly points out that few
politicians or businessmen waoild be
willing — or able — to retreat from
social welfare or to surrender the econ-
omy to the vagaries of the market. The
demands of this new collective society,
however, threaten to strain our demo-
cratic institutions; and Westell offers
proposals m strengthen these institu-
tions and m broaden **our concept of
democracy to cover activities . . . now
considered private.”

The exercise of executive power is
hampered in Canada not only by con-
stitutional checks but also by factious
party politics and by jurisdictional

- squabbles between federal and provin-

cial governments. According to Wes-
tell, if we are. to meet the problems
posed by an increasirgly complex soci-
ety we must design a system to “ensure
that [power] is used effectively in the
public interest.'! He offers the reader a
draft constitution of such a system
that, among other changes, would allo-
cate authority over the economy to the

Senate, over external affairs and trade-

and commerce m the Commons, and
over social welfare and local govem-
ments to the provinces. The system,
one supposes, would allow the country
to be run on sound managerial princi-
ples.

.The new economy is marked by a
conflict between the market, which
“allocates resources according to
strictly economic values,” and the
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public. which “demands that other
goals .. be taken into account.”” The
problem then is to reconcile the de-
mands of the market with those of the
public. and for Westell the solution lies
In “democratizing the process by
which economic decisions are made.
He urges the creation of national
assemblies representing the various in-
terest groups-business, labour, agri-
culture, socia resources-where eco-
nomic priorities could be established ip
the light of reason. and he assumes
that in such a system private-interest
groups would **find it more difficult to
justify . .. an unreasonable claim for
Income or profit or social security
benefit.”

Westell concludes by arguing that
the new society will be supranational
and continental in scope. He points to
the cultural. economic, and political
linkages between Canada and the U.S.
and suggests that because of these links
nationzlism is redundant and danger-
ous. The rea choice for Canadians
concernsthe role they areta play in the
new supranational society, and he
urges that they take thelead in “pro-
moting and designing [this] system.”

Westell's understanding of power is
informed by the boardraom and his
notion of socia change by pluralism.
To argue. as he does, that we must
expedite rather than limit the exercise
of power isto jettison the teachings of
Locke and Lord Acton with a frighten-
ing aplomb: it is aso to accept the
pluralist's assumption that society is
composed of sdlf-interested groups, not
classes, and that social inequalities can
be reasoned out around the bargaining
table. It remains to be proved. however.
that the chairman of Megacorp Inter-
national would pay much attention to
one of Westell’s national assemblies if
to do so would be te limit profits.
Inequality is not a kink in the social
mechanism: it is integral to the struc-
ture Of capitalist society. Unless the
poor areto be adways with us. that
structure must be tom down. not re-
vamped.

Canadians have no role to play in
Westell's book. The New Society is a
manager’s manual. not a populist tract.
YWestell frequently cites the reports and
recommendations of government
committees and industrial councils and
expresses the hope for a political leader
with the vision to usher in the new
society. But these recommendations
are most often advanced in an attempt
to stave off socia discontent by those
who hold the reins of economic and
social power in this country, and we
would he well advised to view them
with suspicion. ]

Doris Shackleton claims that her
book is an analysis of the death of
participatory democracy through the
erosion of an efficient civil service
devoted to serving the public. This
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Jennifer Harper

CITY WORK AT COUNTRY PRICES
The Portraits of Duncan Donovan

luncan Donovan began his trade as a travelling tintype photograph:
hundred years ago. Around 1896 he became the town photo-
rapher of Alexandria in Glengarry County, serving a community

f Presbyterians, Scots and French Catholics. on the border of
)ntario and Quebec. Throughout the next thirty years he portraye
he farmers. businessmen. coaminers. priests and nuns, firemen.
ramps. soldiers. first communicants. babies. old men and women
rom the towns and countryside around. Out of al the Donovan
lates that have survived, the most appealing are reproduced in

his book. These portraits have a haunting. hypnotic quality.

‘hey loom up at us from a time tunnel and touch us with a
ecreation df our past.

Jennifer Harper, a Montreal photographer and photographic

historian, discovered the plates of the Donovan portraits and
painstakingly restored them.

64 pp., 57 half-tone photographs printed in duotone $6.95

Two exhibitions of the photographs will be held this year:

June8-26  The Grange, Art Gallery of
Ontario

August 1-27 public Archives of Canada.
Ottawa
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NO SAFE PLACE
by Warner Troyer

Using conlidential documents,
Warner Troyer rips away the veil of
secrecy thatgovernment and indus-
try have used to cover up the truth
about pollution.

No Safe Place will shake your
complacence to the care!

Warner Troyer will be at the
CBA Convention.

Musiraled with photographs
and maps. $13.95

Underground
to Canada
by Barbara Smucker

Author Barbara Smucker will be
autographing copies at the CLA
Convention.

Escaping from slavery on a Missis-
sippiplantatson two young
ahazardous route towa

g
Railroad. Rooted in fact, this i
powerful and passionate lesson in
human courage.

lllustrated, $7.95

Fabuious
Calendars for '78

Canada Date Book A superb
engagemenl calendar with 126 vivid |
photographs from every province ‘
and major city. $6.95, or less

Indian Arts & Cratts A dramatic
and colourful collection of Indian
works from across the couniry.
Heavy art paper with large write-on ;
squares. $5.75 \
Wwinnie-the-Pooh Calendar Book ‘
This best-seller features Milne's ;
favourite poems and characters.
$3.50 !
And the popular Canadian Sailing
Calendar $9.95, or less

CQur Nite-Eight Calendar $5.35,

and Walt Disney's Mickey

Mouse Calendar $5.95

glow in the dark!
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erosion is. she argues, the result of the
development of secretive inner bureaun-
cracies, such asthe Rime Minister's
Office, composed increasingly of
former businessmen who seek to man-
a%e rather than serve the public. and
who adopt an adversary relationship
toward those they would setve. Ms.
Shackleton blames much of this de-
velopment on Prime Minister
Trudeau’'s managerial and technocratic
approach to palitics, and she urges the
return of open consultation between
bureaucrats and-the public. _

However, Ms. Shackleton's analysis
suffers from the mygeia common to
many journalists, that of a lack of
historical perspective. It is simplistic to
blame Trudeau when politic&s and
civil servants have never solicited the
advice of the public they purport to
serve. Secrecy and arrogance are not
the result of a style of government but
are rather a function of the essential
paradox of capitalist democracies: the
combination of political equality and
economic inequaity. No amount of
open consultation will restore participa-
torv democracy as fong as this paradox
remains. :

On a more mundane level, Ms.
Shackleton’s book suffers from a sur-
feit of bad grammar, of which the
following is atypical and too frequent
example: “Walter Rudnicki is a lean,
Ukrainian-background Canadian,
sharp eyes, grey hair, smal mous-
tache.” O

! T 1

Closet realist
m the doek
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The Liberal Idea of Canada:
Pierre Trudeaun and the Question of
Canada’s Survival, by James and
Robert Laxer. James Lorimer & Co.,
234 pages, $15 cloth (ISBN 0 88862

123 x) and S6.95 paper {ISBN 0 83862
124 78).

By DONALD SWAINSON

EVEN THE MOST optimigtic Canadians
must understand by now that Canada is
in deep trouble. On April 25 the
Tomato Globe and Mail reported a
speech by D. K. Mclvor, executive
vice-president of Imperial Oil. Mr.
Melvor suggested that without massive
investment in hisindustry, we might
well have to import one million barrels
of oil aday by 1985. The result would
be a net energy trade deficit of $5
billion per annum. We should. of
course, take the predictions of oil

company executives with alarge grain
of salt, but it is clear that our com-
modities sector no longer keeps our
economy afloat. We are not about to be
bailed out by vibrant and innovative
manufacturing industries. They too
(especially the crucia auto industry)
tend towards a state of malaise. The
resulting logic is in able. Our
economy cannot match its past
performance. Even if the unlikely hap-

ens and long-term strategies can be
oimd that will solve gur economic
problems. there is no way that such
strateﬁies can be in place guickly
enough to save us from painful short-
term distress, At best, we face during
the next few years a diminution of our
high expectations and comfortable
standard of living.

But an economic crisis is
insufficient. We arc also confronted
with the major recurring theme of
Canadian history. a crisis of national
unity. The West, as is pointed out in our
press daily, is “alienated.” And, of
course, the West, which has been more
avictim of Confederation than a reg-
ional cj)artner in a federal structure,
should suffer from alienation and
should strive to rectify economic
wrongs. The major unity problem,
however, resides in Quebec City. Since
November, 1976, we have had to try to
come to terms with René Lévesque’s
strong and militant ﬁ)aratlst regime.
Canada is confronted simultaneously
with aprofound economic crisis and the
most important threat to the political-
congtitutional integrity of the country
since 1867.

James Laxer and hi father Robert
have set out to describe the full horrors
of our dual crisis. and to explain how
and why we arrived at the position we
now occupy. Their descriptive job is
fine, especially when the economy is
the topic of discussion. No Canadian,
English- or French-speaking, ean read
this book without becoming acutely
sgueamish about our econoMic pros-
pects; only the most foolish can dis-
count the profoundness of eur unity
crigs.

The authors are far less successful
(or at least vastly more controversial)
when they attempt to explain the causes
of our predicament. The cause. in a
nutshell. is the liberalism of the Liberal
Party (which is Canada's dominant
political ideology, party labels
notwithstanding):

Operating within the assumptions of the

Canadian Liberal system. English Cana-

dions have conceved of democracy in

individualist 1erms, with no notion of the
rights of national communities. Adlfied to
this perspective has been she notion thatina
liberal system, the essential shape of the
economy is determined by private corpo-
rate forces even if the most important ones
are foreign-based. The resulis of these two
basic and shaping ideas are now upon vs:
the first idea has driven the Québecois to
elect n government determined 1o seek
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political ce from Canada; the

second has allowed the Canadian economy

10 bacome 2 truncated dependency of the

American economy with increasingly

bluak prospects. The two resules are muty-

atly reinforcing.

It was liberalism that plPesided over
the creation of the branch-plant
economy that has resulted in our in-
ability to cope with current economic
conditions. Similarly, itwas liberalism
that could not come to terms with the
nationalist aspirations of French
Canada.

This liberalism is not of course
confined to English Canadians; our
Prime Minister is the chief villain. He
is held to be largely responsible for the
destruction of the two-nations option.’
during the 1960s. He also represented
main-line economic liberalism during
his early years in office. Trudeau,
however. is worse than other Liberal
leaders. The Laxers,in a fanciful
melange of C. B. Macpherson, Louis
Hartz, and Gad Horowitz, explain the
dual nature of liberalism and the place
of Canadian liberalism within that trad-
ition. There is, it seems, a tension
within liberalism: “ Thegwo tendencies
can be characterized as realism and
utopianism.’* The first isin the tradi-
tion of Thomas Hobbes, the second
originated with John Locke.
Utopianism in the form of populistic
liberalism has dominated 20th-century
North America. Until the economic

crisis of the 1970s, Trudeau wore,
however uncomfortably, a utopian
mask. He was really, however, a closet
realist — anti-nationalist (which we
had always known), distrustful of the
masses, élitist, abeliever in the politics
of management. Trudeau, one might
Sﬂyl_, emerged as a sort of *‘hocke.”
he mask came off in 1975 when he
introduced wage and price controls.
This represented a major shift within
Canadian liberalism: “Trudeau's new
liberalism is an ideology of restraint.”
Controls were designed to dampen
consumer spending (In order to reduce
the purchase of imports) and to incul-
cate into Canadians a new social moral-
ity, namely the “ideology of re-
straint.” |d this way, argue the Laxers,
Trudeau might be able to save the
branch-plant economy.
The arguments presented by James
and Robert Laxer are complex and

G
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occasiondly difficult. Nonetheless they
are well worth reading. We orein the
midst of a set of major crises. We need
all the discussion that can be generated.
Fmm the perspective of the national
debate, perhaps the most significant
point about The Liberal Idea 0f
Canada |Sthat it haslittle to say about
how we should solve our problems. The
Laxers are long on accusation and
explanation; they are short on solu--
tions. Thii is characteristic of the
current debate. We are not being well
served by our intellectuals. The Laxers
argue that Trudeau has modified Cana-
dian liberalism in a fundamental man-
ner as a result of the economic crisis. If
they are correct, the Rime Minister
most be given credit for percelving a
problem and devel oping possible solu-
tions. Our current debate on both the
unity and economic crises sometimes
seems barren because Trudeau's major
policies are nof often enough countered
with articulate and intelligent altema-
tives. Much of the Laxers’ commentary
is trenchant and .well-informed, but
Trudeau till seems to dominate the
debate (even if his government finds it
difficult to run the country). The argu-
ment Will continue and become more
intense; Trudeau’s domination of the
debate will probably continue. For
many Canadian federalists he will re-
mainthe only realistic alternative. both
intellectudly and politicaly. O

Northern Frontier, Northern Homeland
The Report of the Mackenzie Vailey Pipeline Inguiry: Yolume One

In March 1974, the Government of Canada appeinted

Mr. Justica Thomas R. Bergerto head an Inquiry to determine
the impact of the proposed natural gas pipeline along the
Mackenzie Vallev. and 10 recommend the possible terms and
conditions that sheuld be imposed If a pipeline Is buil:.

In Volume One of his report, Judgs Berger examines what the
broad seeial, environmental and economic consequences
would be if the pipeline project goes ahead. His findings ara
based on the opinions and vlews expressed at the formal and
community hearings which were held in the north and In major
clfles across southern Canada over a 21-month pericd. The
thirty-five community hearings held in the Yukon and North-
vrest Territories enabled the northern people to freely

express, for the first lime, their concerns, fears and hopes
regarding the pipeline.

Judge Berger has written this volume in tha first person.
presenting his findings In a refreshingly readable style. There
are 20 pages of colour photographs and 600 duotone
pictures.

The findings of this unique Inqulry have tremendous bearing
on the future life of our northem people. But what happens In
the north will be of great importance to the future of the rest of
Canada as wel).

Paperbound. 21.5 cm x 28 cm. 240 pages.
CP32-25-1977-1. $5.00

Available by mail from the Publishing Centre, Ottawa K1A 0S9,
through our authorized agents or your local bookseller.
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Daring to
cat apeach

The Stress of My Life, by Hans
Selye, McCldland & Stewart, 272
pages. $10 cloth (ISBN 0 7710

G030 6).

Lel's Face It. by Gustav Morf with
Lucjan Dobmwolski. PaperJacks, 158

pages, $1.95 paper (1ISBN 0 7701

002 3).
By RICHARD LUBBOCK

THE INDOMITABLE Dr. Selye (whom
God preserve) of Montreal has done it
again. thislime. to celebrate his 70th
birthday. Powered by hi seemingly
infinite fund of energy. the good doctor
has gone autobiographical, as befits a
man of hisyears. and offers us a book of
reminiscences and advisements de-
veloped during The Stress of My Life.

“*Youarv old, father Willlam,™' the young
mtan siid,

Selye may not be aged by modem
standards, yet he was born early
enough in this century to have wit-
nessed the epochal collapse of the
1,000-year-old Ausrro-Hungarian
Empire. and be therefore retains many
of the patrician virtues of that noble
civilization. The book shows us just so
much of rhe workings of theSelye mind
and personal life as the writer thinks
proper. There are no unseemly
henesties and confessions to be found
here. but there are cheering stories
aplenty of achievement in the face of
daunting obstacles. This is the type of
book that wise parents in our culture
S‘Qa%”'d give their growing children to
read.

** And vonr hair has become very white;

The only time I ever met Selye was
for afleering moment inaTV studio.
He is afrail man and his hair is indeed
very while. He introduced himself with
a courtly nod and the one quiet word,
**Selyel’. Somehow | seemed to hear
the steely click and jlangle of spurred
heels. Not surprisingly. the final chap-
&r of this wispy old gentleman’s book
isentitled “My long-term projects for
the future.”

And yet You incessanly stand on your
fivad —

Since his natura hip joints were
removed. Selye notes that he has had to
satisfy much of his need for benign
cu-stress by merely cycling, jogging or
swimming daily, and by jetting around
30 Books in Canada, June-July, 1877

the world expounding the Genera
Adaptation Syndrome to his fellow
academicians, and selling his
scientifically derived moral code |o the
lay public. To avoid the dis-stress of
harassment  from Importunate
celebrity-hunters during his travels, he
chews garlic and puffsit in their faces.
Bravo!

Do you think, at your age, It is right?""

Over and over again, Selye retumns to
the problem of setting up a.workable
moral code, now that science has
destroyed the credibility of the strong-
est traditional ams. He is convinced
that a scientifically based code of ethics
is possible and offers bis own solution,
“Altruistic Egoism,” in several differ-

injunction: “Be necessary.” By the
purest standards of moral philsophy,
this commandment may be open to
question: but as a working rule it seems
to me beyond reproach.

In themidstof all hisother activities,
Dr. Selye somehow found time to
prepare a glowing foreword for Let's
Face [t, a book by two other septua-
genarians, Dr. Gustav Morf and Dr.
Lucjan Dobmwolski. If you suspect
you might possibly become old some-
rime, Let's Face It covers virtually
every aspect of aging, from athero-
sclerosis to zoodetritus. | sincerely pray
that the peachy blonde adorning the
cover isin reality a shrivelled crone of
97 who has been rejuvenated by reading
the advice inside. LJ!

ent perspectives, crystalizing it into the

 —

The eagle’s guano get us

AsThey See Us, by Walter Stewart,
McClelland & Stewart, 159 -pages,
$4.95 paper (ISBNQ 7710 8354 8).

By SCOTT YOUNG

WALTER STEWART. the indefatigable
journalist, magazine editor, and
author, probably had alot mom fun
athering the material for 1bis book
than anybody is going to get out of
readi n? It. Despite occasional thought-
ful little gems that state we am aration
of assholes, or that we feel we have a
God-given right to criticize the United
States but can’t take criticism from the
U.S. without reacting likeladies whose
ants have been set on fire, the book is
argely an inferentiad putdown of
Americans_not knowing much about
us. Or. to put it another way. knowing
only alittle more about us than we
know, for instance, about Eskimos.
Unless you am addicted to reading
filler material out of Reader's Digest.
or The New Yorker, the method soon
palis; this being especially true of the
relentlesslittle captions fOr each 8%21?/-

*tion, such as “ Step Outside an

That, Bye” as the heading for a
quotation fmm Col. Robert McCor-
mick, the Chicago publisher, to the
effect that Newfoundlanders*‘are so
inbred as to be half-witted. **

Mr. Stewart tells us in an introduc-
tion that he gathered material through-
out the U.S. hy asking the question:
Whatdoyou think of when you think of
Canada or Canadians? He sometimes
used a tape-recorder, mom often a
notebook, and told people their names
would not be published. This was a

good way to get some U.S. officials,
especialy in Washington but also in
unions and esewhere, to do some
bitching basically along the lines that
tie were quick to ask for U.S. help
when we needed it, but ow and even
hostile when we were asked for help in
return — for instance, with fresh water.
natural gias and oil at a reasonable price
(from o1l fields mainly devel oped with
us. (_:apitalz. _

This sort of off-the-cuff material
makes up about two thirds of the book.
The rest is the kind of stuff that is
available in libraries with good
subject-indexes. It’s inthis second line
that | have the most serious reserva-
dons. The form of the book — the
smart-crack eaptions, short quotations
— has been alowed te rule out putting
important matters in rea context.

You get afew pages hem and there of
Americans talking about annexing
Canada (in the last century) with only
the most cursory fill-in, or none, on
why they mentioned the subject at all.
Or you get a compendium of what
various presidents or high state officials
thought of us; the more recent ones, at
least, obviously being more the product
of second-gtring speech-writers than of
any meaningful conviction by the

eakers.

In particular, U.S. actions have
twice influenced Canadian elections
(1911 and 1963) and the lack of context
makes the book unsatisfying for anyone
with an appetite for new insight or new
information about those periods.

When Mr. Stewart uses guotations
from ‘around the time of the 1911
election. which Laurier lost o Borden
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mainly because of Laurier’s proposed
policy of trade reciprocity ~with the
U.S.. ahot issue for most of a year prior
to the election, he doesn't even plumb
the best of the available material.
Champ Clatk's well-known line about
wanting to see tbe American flag
flating clear to the North Poleisin, but
a comment by President Taft (more
telling because he was president, while
Clark was only a windbag representa-
tive from Missouri) is not.

The Taft view was written in a letter
to former President Theodore Roose-
velt on Jan. 11,1911 (incidentally.
John A. Macdonald's birthday). This
was before the reciprocity proposal had
even been introduced in the House of
Commons. “It [reciprocity] might at
first have a tendeney to reduce the cost
of food products somewhat; it would
certainly make the resesvoir much
greater and prevent fluctuations,”
Resident Taft wrote. “Meantime the
amount of Canadian products we take
would produce a current of business
between Western Canada and the
United States that would make Canada
only an adjunct 0f the United Stares. It
would transfer al their important busi-
ness to Chicago and New York, with
their bank credits and everything else,”

That letter was quoted endlessly in
Borden's successful 19 11 campaign
{when tbe Tories won 72 seats in

A’CELEBRATION OF THE
JOYS OF SENSUALITY
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$5.95
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Ontario, never since eguaned by a , such authority that the essays should

political party) and would seem 10-be
essential to any swoop, however frag-
mentary, at this book’s subject. B

Divide amd
Prosper 2

Canada and the Burden of Unity,
edited by David Jay Bercuson, Macmil-
lad. 191 pages, $12.95 cloth (ISBN
0 7705 1487 1) and $6.95 paper (ISBN

0770588 XY
By NEVILLE THOMPSON

THE ARGUMENT OF this collection of
eight essays is that the time has come
for Canadians to lay down the burden of
national unity that has inhibited their
development since Confederation and
to realize their destiny by embracing
the redlity of regionaism. This may, as
Bercuson maintains, go against the
grain of Canadian hlsmz% — both its
course and the writing about it-but it
is grfec_tgg in tune with contemporary
political discussion, and not just since
the Parti Québécois’ electora victory
last November. Indeed, Quebec's grie-
vances against Confederation are con-
$|_cu_ously absent from this volume.

hisisthe voice of the hinterland, the
Maritimes and the West, raised in

rotest against tne’ popul Gus and’ power-

ul centre, and Quebec appears as

Ontarjo’s junior partner in crime.

A more curious omission is *

Newfoundland. Its integration into
Canada in the last 30 years would seem
to be the perfect, well-documented teat
case of the problems of centralization.
The failure to examine the proposition
that Confederation’ destroyed the
economy and society. of the former

colony raises doubts about the general

theme of thebook.

Most of the grievances of the
Maritimes and the West discussed here
are familiar enough — discriminatory
freight rates that put the producers of
the hinterland at a competitive dis-
advantage while forcing them to bear
the costs of the National Policy that

rotected the industries of the St.

awrence lowlands; the destruction of
industry. in the Maritimes by the
businessmen of Central Canada; the
political subordination of the whole
country to the isiterests of Quebec and
Ontario, which dominate the federal
government through representation by
population; and the dependency.on the
centre created by equalization pay-
ments, But the' pmcess of exploitation
is explained in such detail and with

The process is not easily

give anyone concemnéd with public
policy ample material for serious re-
flection. Unfortunately, many of them
am written in a style that makes them
not easily accessible fa ﬁhe genera
reader. A variety of styles is to be
expected in any collection of essays,
but more rigorous editing might have
made the book more appedling to a
wider audience. The topical issues it
raises are too important to be left to
fellow historians, economists, political
scientists, and their students. for whom
this book seems primarily intended.

Apart from ageneral call for more
regionalism, the proper direction for
the country to take is more difficult to
discuss precisely than the historical
wualces of the Maritimes and the

est. The ancient i& a of restructuring
the Senate to act as the guardian of
provincial interests is trotted out once
more, but rightly dismissed as imprac-
tical. The proposal that institutions
serving the whole country be decen-
tralized with regiona head offices’
under the general supervision of Ottawa
has morg merit. The CBC, for exam-
ple, undoubtedly had more regional
vitality and tatént 20 years ago before.
its operations became so centralized.
But the fact is that the Canadian
experience is smply & manifestation of
the general phenomenon of met-
ropolitanism evident in all industrial
countries and the regions within them.
halted, let
alone reversed. All sorts of plans for
EOI itical and economic decentralization

ave been devised since the end of the
Second World War; but not much has
come of them, except of course in areas
of new-founa wealth.

Still, with the federal political parties
falling over each other with vague
promises t0 meet the regional aspira-
tions of the country, something will
undoubtedly be done. But this raises
serious questions, which are reflected
in the optimistic tone of this boek. Is
there really a common hinterland of
East and West with common interests?
Would regiona autonomy really pro-
duce a more prosperous and happy
country? Perhaps it would work for the
West, with its rich natural resources,
but would the Maritimes be able to
concentrate their energies and develop
profitable specializations that would
give them anything like the relative
prosperity they enjoyed before Confed-
eration? Centralization has undoub-
tedly served the interests of the rich and
powerful in the past. Perhaps re-
gionaism will do the same in the!
future. O
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Menu Qnes
heart burm in
high places

The Prime Minister’s Cook Book,
% Susan Cartw Il_tI;jlht and Alan

monds, McGraw-Hi %%%né 165
0 7

pages. $7.95 cloth (ISBN .
RNutriscore, DY Fremes_and

uth
Zak &b;ﬁ; MethUen, 261 pages. $6.95
paper (ISBN 0 458 92050 9).
The Complete Family Book of
utrition and Meal Planning, by W.
ardln%leRiche, Macmillan, 242

eﬁ; $12.95 cloth (ISBN 0 88777

Sulphur and Molasses, by Audre:
Armstrong, Musson, 96 pages, $5.9
nadian Colonial Cooking, DYy
Joan Finnigan, NC Press, 48 %%
0SEN

$2.50 coll-bound paper
0 919600067 x).

By KEN WYMAN

iF THE pPRIME Ministers of Canada
really have been edting the way Susan

" 1If the lu

Cartwright and Alan Edmonds say they
have, it's ne wonder the country is in
such a mess. They'd have indigetion,
heartburn, high cholesterél, even
h(lg?her blood sugar, and vitamin
deficiencies sufficient to impair their
judgement and ruin their hedlth. Hardly
arecipe in the book misses a chance t0
add cream or sherry or both, ﬂllmg
riches on riches. Worse yet, the chapter
on vegetables IS the shortest in the
book; there are only 10 recipes, severd
caling for canned or frozen vegetables
instead of fresh ones. and most™ produc-
ing Starchy orqver-cooked dishes.
‘Mind you,* in small doses. these
dishes are exceedingly tasty. And o
Canadian! There's moose, and. Arctic
char, and Bmme Lake duckling, and a
succulent paré de foie gras that IS,
dong with the Munsinger affar, one of
Pierre Sevigny's best-remembered
legacies to the nation. "No fiddiehead
greens, thm;%h..Pity. . _ _

: ness of the ingredients is
not typicaly Canadian, in these days of
AIB wages, the nutritional deficiencies
are.In hisdaysas head of Nutrition
Canada, Zak Sabry detailed our dietary
insufficiencies, and found Canadians
wanting in the midst of plenty. Now in
Nutriscore, he and Ruth Fremes are
offering the cure in a catchy and Highly
readable format, apparently designed
to make the stodgy old Canada Food
Rules into the di€t craze of tomorrow.

' LIS ANC L LY i PRASSLEDILE Pl Bhal g S S S,

"You are seven days aw:lay from a

' balanced, healthy diet — without

. eiminating your favourite foods!” Or

0 the cover promises.

Most of us are at least SI““P’
overweight, they warn. An extra bottle
of beer or a hanaful of potato chips can
add up to an extra 20 pounds of lard ina
year; an extra teaspoon of sugar here
and there adds up to 80 pounds of sugar
for the average Canadian in a year.

cut it out. Oral contraceptives deplete
Vitamin B6, theypointout, but an extra
50 milligrams of "thevitamin a dg can
dleviate ' most of the widely touted side

effects, including mental” depression.
Canadians tend to have folie acid and

calcium deficiencies, so eat your greens.

and drink your milk, they nag. And
through it al is aconstant refrain: Don't
be led astray by those hedth-food
quacks; remémber that supermarkets
only sl junk foods in response to
corisumer “demands; if in doubt, trust
your doctor. * ]

. Nutriscore is an incredible mélange
of useful information and patronizing
half-truths, al| dealt out with the arrog-
ance and certitude that seem to saturate
{nost books written on popular nutri-
ion.

Harding leRiche’s Complete Family. .

Book of Nutrition and Meal Planning
is amuch cooler, more seriously
scientific approach to the pmblem of
massive Canadian malnutrition. Al-

Difforent Wrifings For Different Lifings

TORONTO SHORT STORIES
Morris Wolfe & Douglas Daymiond, editors

TORONTG
SHORT
STORIES

Edn

Fﬂu;ﬁ: Wella/Douglas Daymond

An_outstanding anthology "of twenty modem short
dories by some of the best writers in Canada today.
Each story is set in Toronto and refleces-life in the
city in some way. Altogether, this first-ever collection
of "Toronto short stories iS a fascinating guide to the
City’s ereative imagination. $11.50/%5.95

THERE'S A RACCOON IN My PARKA
by Lyn Hancock

Join nawmralists Lyn and David Hancock, aong with
their lovable pet raccoon Rocky, on an exciting jour-
ney from Vancouver wo Alaskato film the, relocation

Fargaret Atwigod s Hugh Gamer % Hugh
Haad ¥ Shiricy Fazsoler ¥ Austin Clarke %
Jim Chnsty *r Don Bailey % Patrick Sfater s
Liarmarat Gibson 3 Larley Callaghan
Manlyn Pouweld o Irena Friedman

" Adkroptaees with Wil

Raymond Frazer & Maut Cohen & of"a colony of sea owérs. Don't miss this colorful &ﬂﬁﬁﬂm?ﬁ;ﬁiﬁ
Gu.zndolyn RiacEv.en & Roben Fullord & \ XN 17y m Hasncock
David Helerig # Michae) Smith ¥r David umor in the Pacific Northwest. J :

Lo Sten % Alce Munro %

sto(;y tilled "with adventure, nature. conservation lore
adh

Nlustrated $8.95

Af Eood Pookslores Everyelfore

ciDOUBLEDAY Canada Limited
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PETER JOHN STOKES

Oid Niagara o the Jabe

The Canos
and White Water
C.E.S. Franks

Both the snthusiast and the interested
will enjoy this excursion into the historyr,
art, and science of white water canaeinty,
ane of North Amerlea’s fastest growing)
sports, Franks' interests range fromtz
personal rights of modem canoulsts tc
the eating habits of thevoyageurs of ok,
and his bookreflacls insiahts oained dur-
irg many summers of experience and
many winters of research. The text s
llusirated with modem photographs.
nstruclive dravrings cl river situations,
and numerous histcdcal illustrations,
many of them previously unpublished.
"This Is a bmad and penetrating review
by a” expert. It I8 a book canoiests, wil -
ferness as well as white water, have
wralted for- to read for pleasure and to
teep forreference.” Eric Morse $15.00)
tloth, $7.95 paper

Old Niagara on the Lale -
Peter John Sitokes

Drawinas bv Robert Montaomerv
Fhis handsomeguidetooneof Ontario' s
Jidest and most beautiful communities Is
107 avallable fo the visitor ar the arm: -
shar traveller In a paperback edition.
Jdrganized Into three tours, thebook pre -
sents the historieal background of eacl 1
aullding within the context of the lown's s
fevalopment, accompanied by fifty
sight original full-page drawings. ‘Mamy
irawings are worth framing; &all are care >
lul studies, restoring where practical tt 1&
xlginal lines of the structure.’ London
Srea Press ‘the whola volume is In itse iIf
1 work of art.' St Catherine's Standard
87.95 (¢loth $15.00)

proes are thoso suggested at lime of poblication
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Cada.

though he too condemns megavitamin
therapgaout of hand. and questions
Linus Pauling’s evidence on Vitamin C
and the common cold, leRiche is at
least courteous enough to treat us as
intelligent readers and admit that there
glght be two sides to the argument.

dly, it's hard to imagine that his book
will ‘ever sdll as well.

Dr. leRiche also seems to have a
ood deal more political savvy than
abry and Fremes. |n a chapter on food

additives, for example, he points out.
that in addition to the problems of
testing thousands of chemicals for
safety, the scientists in Canada' s
Health protection Branch *‘are exposed
to political pressures by interests that
place money and profit above the public
weal, So consumer protection against
harmful food additives is by no means
complete.”

It is frustrating that neither of these
books is better than it is. Canada
has a world-wide reputation for

round-breaking nutritional research.

he Shute bro%hers_ln London, Ont.,
were pioneers in Vitamin E research.
Doctors Hoffer and Osmond in thelr
Saskatchewan clinic discovered me%n-
vitamin and orthomolecular therapf)]/ or
schizophrenia. The recent saccharin
ban, too, was a progressive step. These
are al extremely controversia areas,
they may even be wrong. But surdly a
climate that can produce that much
should beable to produce books that do
more than blandly reassure -and even
condone — canned spaghetti and in-
stant potatoes. _

And yet, if our hedlth is as bad as the
datistics indicate (our life span is
apparently growing shorter again),
maybe we should al buy these books.

They could berbetter, but’ they're good

enouﬁhto help us substantialy improve
our diets. _

Before we bewall modern food too
much, we should look long and hard a
what our ancestors had to put up with.
Sulphyr and Molasses is ot only the
tide of a pleasantly anecdotal collection
of home remedies; it was also the vile
spring tonic forced down the throats of
g(eneranons of farm kids, aong with

unk .oif and, if you were unlucky
enough to get the croup, “pee and
go0se greass’ as an emelic.

The recipes in Canadian Colonial
Cooking. however, are complete
enough to let us get a taste of pioneer
life... end the savour is Sweet. .The
recipes, some of which have been
dightly up-dated. are those used regu-
larly 0 the kitchens of Ontario’s histor-
ical sites under authentic conditions. It
isn't a maudlin ery of “back to the
land” to argue that we would all be a lot
hedlthier if we ate like this. And maybe
then the Trudeaus could cut, their per-
sonal food budget fo something less
than the present 5-14,000 ayear. 13

- Weekend Magazine format:

Menu Twos
glossy recipes
and TV dinners

Marge Oliver's Weekend
M agazine Gookbooak, Totem Books,
268 pages, $2.25 paper (ISBN 0 00

211632 &), .
ts & Pans with |an and Jud
amieson, Hancock House, $4.9
paper (ISBN 3.

By ADRIENNE STEINBERG-
JONES

WHILE READING Ms. Oliver’s cook-
book, | began to wish she had used her
, i a’ intro-
duction to'the kind of food she was
presenting, some information on
methods of preparation, and a para-
graph or two on this history of the
articular euisine if that was called for.
his book, however, is Smply acompi-
lation of 500 recipes selected from her
column aong with some persona
favourites. |t IS straightforward and
comprehensive, but uninspiring.

The recipes embrace a variety of!
cuisines with no special emphasis on
any particular country or style of cook-
ing. The book is loosely organized into
the usual categories of soups, appeti-
zers, Vegetables, sadlads, main dishes,
and deserts, but does not include any
discussion of foods, cooking tech-
riiques, Or kitchen equipment.

_ These gaps, which are clearly inten-
tional, lead me to. agree with Ms.
Oliver's own description of her book es
a reference for those who've enjoyed
her column and are tired of endless
clipping. It is not a book for people wha
wish to improve thelr techniques. Ob-
viously, she assumes the, reader will
know what to do when the hollandaise
curdles. This book is a decent collec-
tion fmm which to pluck the occasiona
item, but not an essential addition to
your culinary library. )

With a misnomer for a title and an
even more laughable subtitle (*Your
daily cgourmet let and exercise plan’"),
Pots & Pans looks like a blatant
promotional gimmick to showcase a
couple of CTV “stars’.” and their TV
show. I"can’t imagine what bait the
anthars (or more likely, the network)
used to induce the publishers to put out
this book. _

Nutrition, which. would seem a

ime consideration in any diet COOk-
ggok, IS not even mentioned. Some of
the recipes aren't bad; a few might be
appealing additions to the dieter’s
menu. But the so-called exercise plan IS
ajoke. Ttconsists of a dozen orso dingy
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instamatic snapshots of Ian Jamieson
doing push-ups or waist bends, with
nary a hint about what he's doing or the
best way to do it. The presentation,
while attractive, is evidently designed
to disguise the fact that the book could
have been done in half the space. The
rest of the book deals with daly lists of
your body’s measurements in 18-point
type and white space. All yoursin sot?
cover for 84.95, aripoff at half the
price. O

 Menw Three:
eel soup and
plainer fare

Out of Old Nova Scotia Kitchens,
by Marie Nightingale, Pagurian Press,
212 pages, $5.95 cloth (ISBN 0 88932

it mleaTia FRLI Sl L -

U44 o),

The Old Ontario Cookbook. b
Muriel Breckenridge, McGraw-Hill

Ryerson, 247 pager, $14.95 cloth

{ISBN0 07 082427 3).
By NANCY EAGLES

BY AND LARGE. Co0okbooks don't make
fascinating reading— even for cooks.
But Our of Old Now Secotia Kitchens is

AMROUNEEMER{GANADA COUNGI. GRANTS 1877-1878

amarvellous exception. Much more
than a cookbook, It gives an account
of folk history by explaining what the
eatly inhabitants of Nova Scotia ate and
how they came by their foods. It pays
homage to the various cultures that have
settled in Nova Scotia — Indian,

French, English, German, Irish, Scot-
tish, and Negro — and explains a bit of
each tradition.

The recipes are often preceded by
amusing anecdotes telling how the dish
got its name or the occasion on which it
was traditionally served. For instance,
before the recipe for dark fruit cake,
Mrs. Nightingale tells the story of an
oldgent attending a wedding feast.
“He was helping himsdlf time and
again to the dark-fruit cake. For fear of
running short, the hostess decided to
offer him something else. ‘No thank
you,* he said. ‘This brown bread's
good enough for me'.” There are many
delightful stories -and even a sauer-
kraut song.

Aside from the fun of reading it and
thevalue of its history lessons. Out of
Old -Nova Scetia Kitchens also offers
good recipes — and excellent variety,
with such unusual things as eel soup,
skirl in the pm, and-paté & la rapure.
One of the recipes | tried and enioyed
was for calf’s foot jelly, which was
attributed to L ady Wentworth, wife of
melgggemorof Nova Scotia fmm 1792
to - .

e s T e S L e T S L T Y

The Old Ontario Cookbook presents

traditional Canadian cooking that’s a

litte on.the plain side, not too hard en
ulcers, not too kind to dieters, and very
tasty food. Muriel Breckenridge's
guide makes use of some of the cheaper
cuts of meat, readily available vege-

tables, and common canned goods.

quick reading of the recipes reminds
one of high-school ' home-economics
classes. Although some recipes arc a bit
boring, there are good ideas for com-
bining foods that are frequently on
hand. For instance, don’t be fooled by
the name: sausage upside-down cake is
delicious. _

Surprisingly, the book is rather
heavy on sweets. Of 227 pages of
recipes, about 114 Hages are devoted to
desserts, sweet rolls, or candies. That
seems  disproportionate to me, but |
appreciated the varlety of recipes for
quickbreads and muffins.

The Old Ontario Cookbook merits a
place on your kitchen shelf for a couple
of reasons, First, it won't cause you to
break your food budget; and second, it
iS comvenient both in terms of availabil-
ity of ingredients and time spent on
preparation. It is the sort of cookbook
one would tum to when dashing in the
door wanting to prepare a pleasant
family meal without a lot of flurry. The
irony is that this basic, down-to-earth
cookbook costs as much asit does. O

Q. What line best describes the Canadian government’s heavy subsidization of the arts?
A. “While you're up, get me a grant.”

$15,000 — to Andre LaSchmuek, Trois-Rivieres, P.Q., for a feasibility study on Quebec Council Grants.
$5,500 -t0 Penticton, B.C. eellist | SAaC Urns, because his name sounded familiar.
$300 -to “Occupant,” General Delivery, N.W.T., for successfully £illing out his initisl form to the Council.

§4,600 --to Goon Lake, B.C. poet Althea Ifitsore, for her volume. ‘Trilogy -Four Poems.”

$5.75 — {0 Ottawa cabbie Max HuUlK, for hisvocal presentation,"My Meter Is Still Running. Jerk.”

$10,000 -to John Dunce, Toronto, Ont., for his16mm film, “Elwoed Glover Remembers.”

$50 —to Chuck U. Farley, Hamilton, Ont. Jr. High, SO that hémay complete his essay entitled, “How | Spent My Summer.”
$450,000 —to the St. Catharines, Ont. Symphony, just for asking for it.
85,000 -to the Kingston. Ont. Penitentiary Writer Coop for a documentary on thelast prison riot.
100,000 — in miscellaneous costs for the CanadaCouneil booklet.

$4,000 -t0 industrialist Cyrus Eaton for his book, “Quick Money-Making Ideas.”
05,000 -to Jake Yarmulke. Toronto. Ont., for his study of the impaet Of Canadian eultare ONa typical U.S. community

(West Pam Beach. Fla.).

oJhe Retarded BIANT rirouucing the definitive Canadian joke!

by BilliMann. Drawings by Aislin

‘27, for thafi timgésa.wlmﬁonof Canadian
GYETY parson inthe count

N

"-8UY IT TODAY
hysterics...lT’S WORTH EVERY CENT!!

ANEW TUNDRA BOOK $2.95

jokes ~all 500 of them~almost one for
Ba embarrassed/be amused/laugh/have
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interview

bv DuBarry Campau

= -

Who says fine words don't butter
parsnips? Mme. Benoit knows better

FOR TEARS now, Madame Jehane Be-
noit has been one of Canada's best-
selling authors. Some 200,000 copies
of her cookbooks can be Found on
Litchen shelves from coast to coast. The
latest batch of recipes from her hot
typewriter is Mme. Jehane Benoit's
Complete Heritage of Canadian
Cooking (John Wiley & Sons, 125
pages. $14.95). After savouring some
ofthe contents, Books in Canuda asked
Toronto journalist and Food-lover
DuBarry Campau to chat with the first
lady of Canadian cooking.

Books in Canada: fu your recent book
yon have recipes from France and
Eng land and Canada.

Rime. Benoitt And Roumania.

BiC: And Ireland and Greece and the
Orient. Do you feel that these recipes
are properly @ Canadian keritage?

IMme. Benoit: They are because they
are all made here, but they are not made

exactly as ihey are in those countries.
BIC: S0 you interpret them?

Mnrie. Benoit: | adapt them to
Canada.

BiC: From your book, | nafice that
Jyou don’t scorn convenience foods.

Mme. Benoit: No | don’t. The word
“convenience” tells you that this is a
Food you can use to make a shortcut in
doing things, but it doesn’t mean that

~ you should just open the package, add

water, shake and bake, or throw 1 the
oven.

BiC: You use ' ‘convenience foods’ ' as
a basic form, then.

Mme. Benoit: As a base, yes, to save
time and money and becausé today we
cannot do everything. But | refuse to
accept them as Food that_vou,iust open
and ‘put on the table, or warm up ‘and
serve. This 1 won't ageept.

ix: Jowrneys: A Canadian Pattern  Charles Laylor

BiC: It's what you do with it that's
interesting,

Mme. Benoit: That’s it. For instance,
often | take a commercial chocolate
pudding and luse one cup of milk and
one cup of cold, left-over coffee. and it
makes a mocha cream that is just
delicious.

BiC: Another thing that interested me
about this Book is what you do with
vegetables. You say to use a bit of sugar
in almost all of them.

Mme. Benoit: Well, that is becavse I
am a food chemist by profession and |
have learned that all vegetables —
potatoes, green peas. or anything else
-have an amount of natural sugar in
their composition. But about 20 mi-
nutes after they leave the ground, they
start to Jose that natural sugar, which
gives them their flavour. If you pul
sugar with them you give them back
what they have lost: if you put salt in
them your destroy their flavour and
texture.

BiC: You also use lots of herbs and
spices. )

vme. Benoit: Oh yes. that's my
French background.

BiC: But you how something special
worked e there. haven't you?

Charles Taylor's SIX JOURNEYS explores
the careers of six Canadians who went against
the grain of their society and found a sus
taining vision in other cultures. Taylor’s
subjects include:

BRIGADIER JAMES SUTHERLAND
BROWN. Canadian military planner, who
projected a major invasion of the United
States in the 1920%. -

BISHOP WILLIAM WHITE, Anglican
missionary, who assembled the Chinese
collection for the Royal Ontario Museum.

JAMES HOUSTON, author of The White
Dawn and Ghost Fox, and a central figure in
the development of Eskimo art.

HERBERT NORMAN, diplomat, humanist
and Japanese scholar, who committed suicide
during the Communist witch hunts of the

A 1830's

R

EMILY CARR, the well-known painter of
Indians and West Coast life.

* SCOTT SYMONS, writer, traveller, historian
of the Canadian heritage, social and sexual
rebel.

Through the experience of thesesix, Taylor
traces the outlines of a Canadian pattern of
living, revelant to all of us.

A political and phitosophical book, with a strong controlling
point of view . . . it will likely be regarded as provocative,
stimulating and important. ) .

William French. Globe & Mail

« - - @ quirky, fascinating book in which Taylor vsrites with
sympathy and admiration for his subjects . .
Ken Adachi. Toronto Star

««» Tavlor's Six Journeys Is a beautifully crafted and splendidly
resaarched chronicle of six different, but ultimately not
dissimilar Canadians.

- J.L. Granatstein, Quill & Quire
@ Nevs from House of ANANStIS14.95 clnt'hls'l.ss aper.
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Iime. Benoit: Yes. | always ask my-
self: “What nationality is that vege-
table?"* If it’ sfrom Indial’'msure it will
take to cony. Or if it's from Turkey or
Armenia, well then you want garlic. If
it is Itdian. you can use badll if it's
delicate or oregano if it's strong. | use a
lot of chives and loads of pardey
because they are used in all countries. If
you don’'t know whereyour vegetables
come from, |00k in the dictionaryand it
will tell you.

BiC: Whar utensils do you consider
essential in a kitchen?

-
Mm. Benoit: é;a(ou want the simplest
things. you need two or three wooden
spoons and three whisks — large,
medium and small — good handles.
You don't need a blender and all that
stuff. Well. it's wonderful if you have
it. but you don't need it.

BiC: What about knives?

the browser

Mme. Benoit: Those you can never
spend enough money on. | find SO many
women, they go into a store and look at
knives for 30 cents, 69 cents or $4.
They say, “I'll take the one at 69 cents.
Four dollars is too much for alittle
knife.” But they're buying trash,
where if they %ent $4, they would have
tbe knife for 10 or 15 years and it will
always cot. It's one of the most impor-
tant utensils in the kitchen.

BiC: | saw you teaching children. on
television, how to ckop and peel vege-
tables and you showed them how to
hold their knives praoperfyfor each little
thing they did. | was impressed by that
because | think that many people who *
find cooking difficult have never
learned thebasic rituals.

Mme. Benoit: Cooking schools are apt
to teach their students how to make
steak Diane, which is very difficult, or
filet mignon with Hollandaise sauce.. A
woman who hasn't ar learned to
cook well jut can't do it. She needsthe

‘basics. | will tell her, “Find a good

basic book.” Ifshe doesn’t know one, |
will, shy as | am to do so, tell her,
“Take the Encyclopaedia of Canadian
Cooking that I wrote and do one or two
recipes a week. But don't just do the
cooking, study the beginnings of each
chapter because there you are going to
find the techniques, the foundations of
cooking.” If you don’t know the basics
of cooking, you work too much at it and
}I/_ou get bored with the whole business.

0 enjoy cooking, you must be crea-
tive, but before you can be creative, you
must know the basics. O

by Morris Wolfe

CanLit ramblings, historical slants,
and a book that’s proudly soporific

IT' SEIVE years NOw Since Robert Ful-
ford. David Godfrey. and Abraham
Rotstein’s Read Canadian: A Book
About Canadian Books and Margaret
Atwood's Survival: A Thematic Guide
to Canadian Literature were pub-
lished. Both those books were aimed at
the general reader. What' s been needed
since then is a more detailed guide to
Canadian materials that would be use-
ful in the classroom — particularlly in
the classrooms of those who had little
exposure to things Canadian in their
university and leacher-training pro-

grams. Unfortunately. Paul Robinson’s.

After Survival: A Teacher’s Guide to
Canadian Resources (Peter Martin
Associates, 329 pages. $8.95) is not it.

After Survival is arambling! preach%,
oppily written and organized book
that would be half as long and twice as
good had someone at PMA taken the
trouble to edit it. | mean realy edit il.
There's no way. as Robinson, a re-
search associate at the Atlantic Ingtitute
of Education, demonstrates over and
over again, that any one person could
know enough to do justice to the
resource material in 25 different subject
areas. The book begins with the sen-
tence: “The acclamation which fol-
lowed the publication of Margaret
Atwood's Survival ...is a devastating
comment on the Canadian f;::syche.” It
doesn’'t get much better than that. |
wish it were possible to convey the

VISIT US

in Booth 54 at the C.L.A.
Convention and in Booth 101
at the C.B.A.Convention
to see our Fall ‘77 Titles. ..

JANCE TODAY IN CANADA

)y dancer/photographer Andrew
Jxenham With text by international
lance critic Michael Crabb

+ large format photographic book

v 168 full-size outstanding photos

¥ 20 dance companies show the di-
versity of ‘dance today in Canada

*historical and reference materia

* AUGUST 1977 PRINTING

13 X 13, lllustrated, 228 pp.
ISBN O-88924-059-0, $29.95 cloth

AUESTIONS KIDS ASK
FOR THOSE WHO CARE TO
LISTEN by Douglas Barry Spencer

+ for every parent and teacher —
and child, too

* 38 delightful photos of kids

. quastions from kids on parents,
teachers, sex and love. violence,
divorce. government ete.

¥ AUGUST 1977 PRINTING

B X 8. IBustrated, 96 ppr.
ISBN 0-88924-061-2, $6.95 cloth
ISBN O-88924-0604. $4.95 paper

P.D.Box 280 Adeleide St. Postal Station
TORONTO, Ontario, Canada MSC 2.4
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badness of this book in a brief review.
But itisn't. All | can do is suggest you
browse through it yourself in your local
bookstore. In thelong run, twaddle like
After Survival does more m harm
cultural nationaism than to help it. As
Douglas Bush wished half a century
ago. may cultural nationalists such as
these all” become afflicted with writer's
Cramp.

Sandman’s Land by Keith Floyd
(Tree Frog Press, $4.95 cloth) is a
children’s bedtime story that actually
puts children to sleep. Or s0 it claims.
Andin ease we have any doubts, an
appendix to the book informs us that
“the slegp-inducing effectiveness of
Sundman’s Land has been established
and documented in a doctoral sesearch
study.. .. Pre-sleep times in response
to the story were compared with those
for Dr. Seuss’sSleep Book. . . . Involv-
ing thirty-six subjects listening to tape-
recorded readings of both stories on
alternate nights, the study clearly de-
monstrated the soporific superiority of
Sandman's Land.” The book is based
on the principles of Frogrve relaxa
tion. A five-inch-tall bulldozer driven
by Mr. Sandman slowly moves over the
body of a child covering it with sand
until he or she drifts off to deep.
Whatever ane thinksofthe introductory
materials and the appendices, the poem
itself is rather nice:

MAKARA

CANADIAN ART
AND PHOTOGRAPHY

ARTICLESBY AND ABOUT
UNUSUAL PEOPLE
WITH UNCONVENTIONAL
APPROACHES TO:

SOCIAL ISSUES
SPORTS, POLITICS
ENTERTAINMENT
SURVIVAL
WORK. HEALTH

PLUS:

FICTION, POETRY
CHILDREN'S STORIES
HISTORY. HUMOUR
REVIEWS

... AND MORE

ON SALE AT NEWS-STANDS
AND BOOKSTORES NOW

MAKARA, 1011 Commercia Dr.
Vancouver, British Columbia

Now hiow many scoops

must e dump, at best,
10 cover Your lummy

and the rest of your chest?
Say he fills every scoop

and spills nol a speck -
maybe ten,

1o cover up 1o your neck?
We shall see:

one ..

{ Hey, this is fun?)
ee WO,
(Like counting sheep
tojall asleep)
...dlree. .. four...
{beicha snore
in six dumps more). . . .

® = =

I'VE BEEN 8qing through some old
Ontario public and high-school texts
picked up in ajunk store. The 1917
edition of The Ontario High School
Ancient History by George Willis
Botsford, Ph.D., bégins by stating that
*history is chiefly concerned with
progress. |t hasto do, therefore, with
those nations only which have out-
grown their primitive savagery.” In A
First Book of Canadian Histor

(1928) the distinguished historian W.
Stewart Wallace informs students that
“on rhe whole, it is clear that the

first impressions

original inhabitants of Canada were
savages of a very low order.” The
Ontario Public School History of
Canada (1910) elaborates on that view:

All Indians were very suparstitious, hav-
ing strange ideas about nature. They
thought that bird$, beasts, and reptiles were
Iike men. Thus an Indian has been known
to make along speech of apology oa
wounded bear. They thought, 100, that in
lakes. rivers, and waterfalls dwell the
spirits of Tiving beings. and they strove lo
win the favour of these by means of gifts.
Dreams played an important partinthe life
of the Indian. They told him the cure of
diseases, taught him the positionand plans
of his enemy. or the haunts af his same.
The Indian’s ideaofa Supreme Being was
not & hiih one. When he tried to think of
the One who made the world. he brought
Him down to the level of a msn. The
Indian kad no one word to expressthe idea
of God: the word Maniton meant anything
which he thought of as having more than
human power. Such were the people
whom the pioneers of our ownrace found
lording i1 over the North Amerfcan
continent. . . . This untamed savage of the
forest could not bring himself to submit to
the restraints of European life.

| wonder what things in the history
texts my kids are studying will seem as
foolish to future browsers. O

by -David Helwig

\

Some reflection5 on book reviewing and

remembrances of-good times long past -

Price, by Réshard Gool, Square

Deal Press, 186 es, $9.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 920078 O and $4.95 paper
(ISBN 0 920078 08 7).

Sandbars, by Jonah ivickee, Vac-

millan. 357 pages. $11.95 cloth (ISBN
07705 1519 3).
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IuSuaLLY manage m Write this column
without knowing toe much about other
opinions of the first novels that are in
my hands. | skip newspaper reviews
and don't usually run into people who
have read the novels before | have. But
this month | failed. During a couple of
days in Toronte, | found myself with
those who had read or were reading
both Price by Réshard Gool and
Sandbars by QOonah McFee.

The result is that | find myself
confronti ng the opinions of othersas1
ry m work out my own ideas, and even
find | am speculating on the whole point
of reviewing. Do all of us compulsive
reviewers s n;}))ly want m prove that we
have opinions:

A review has as many purposes as
conversation, and | suppose any re-
viewer assumes that whoever reads the
piece is answering back from sentence

m sentence. | often imagine the voice of
the writer talking back to me, espe-
cidly since rhe writer of afirst novel is
less likely to be immune m reviewers
than those who have been reviewed
more often.

In the dedication to Price, Réshard
Gool says that rhe book took a little
more than 24 years m write. To echo
Mary McCarthy, that's a least 20 years
too long. Perhaps that much time is
necessary to the creation of a master-
piece (though I doubt it) but Price is not
a masterpiece.

It isanovel in the tradition of Conrad
or Ford Madox Ford (not the most
common of traditions these days) and
presentsitself in away that is round-
about and leisurely. The story of a Hin-
du lawyer in South Africa during the
1930s and 1940s, it istold by an
unimportant minor character (Gool"s
Marlow) who has appointed himself as
the biographer of his friend Henry
Naidoo.

At its best, the book has descriptive
Bower and some real dramatic richness;

ut for me it was more powerful in its
individual moments than in its sum.
Published by the author’s own small

Fil
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press in Charlottetown, it is printed in a
sans serif type that is hard to read and
somehow it kept slipping away, like a
wet bar of soap ina hot shower. Neither
my eye nor my mind could really latch
onto it.

It made me think about effect of
publishing circumstances and accidents
on a book’s success. Price, published
hem by a writer trained outside Canada
and telling a story about politics in a
decaying bastion of the British Empire,
invites  comparison  with lan
McLachlan’s The Seventh Hexagram,
To me it is as good a hook and
politically it 3 much more serious. But
published by the author, in Charlotte-
town. it has about as much chance of
success as Hugh Gamer has in the
Olympic marathon.

Sandbars, on the other hand, has
heen launched with the best that Mac-
millan can offer. including statements
of praise from Margaret Laurence,
Malcolm Ross, and Dennis Lee. While
Ididn't read much of William French’s
review in the Toronto Globe and Mail,
the headline was laudatory. Yet a
couple of people I met in Toronto who
were reading it said at least slightly
snippy things about it. Perhaps the
function of a publicity campaign is to
send you out to boy the book so you can
disapreze,

After all this, I should be able to say
that it's a lousy book, fuss over no-

PSRt

thing. But | can’t. It's a very good
book. Of a certain kind. It has little in
the way of plot or breadth of social
background or dramatic structure. It is
an impassioned and Stylish attempt to
get at the past, togiip it and understand
it, and to understand the need to.go
back. What did it all mean? Where is It?
How did | come to be where | am?
Those are the questions asked by Han-
nah. the book’s narrator and central
character.

Hannah grew up in a pleasant and
apparently happy family inOttawa and
at a cottage in the Gatineau hills during
the 1920s and 1930s. The book opens
with Hannah, alone after the end of her
marriage: living in Toronto and
remembering. -

Sandbars reminds me of’ Hugh
Hood’s The Swing in the Garden in its
inténse desire lo get at just how things
were, to lay hands on the rich under-
currents within a family. It is more
emotional than Hood's book, less of a
detached documentary; but it shares a
fascination with fact and the psycholog-
ical and philosophical importance of
the personal past. Both books are about
lost innocence:

We had grown uvp in a quiet, mery,
hopeful, a1 tinres precarjous, but for the
most part blissful culiure that had not yet for
the most part had time to go through
transition, the Depression banding us all
together.

MAFIA WIFE

%, by Robin Moore ¥
. The author of THE FR

Lt-!“f “| heroin bust that made

There is more to good vision th
by Neville §. Cohen, O.D.
foretvord by Hans Selye, M.D.

important book for those w
:\t:r:mﬁg'of sight, the sensory process,
of sight. It deals with the caus
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and rIe for sensi
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ou OF SIGHT INTO VISION

an reading the fine print
& Joseph L. shapiro, O.D.

o want to acquire a better under-

es of faulty visi_on which ate often
rigors of modemn-day living a
ble seeing. $9.95.

HOMOSYEXUAB .

Who and What We Are by Alan Ebert
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That sort of thing was supposed to have
been destroyed in 1914. It made me
wonder if the:shnocence of the loved
.and protected middle-class child exists,
only to be destroyed, in every genera-
tion of our society.

The later sections of Sandbars, those
involving the narrator’s ‘brother and
husband, did not always grip me, but
the memories of Hannah’s life with her
parents and her hurtful love for them are
real and poignant and wise. And that’s
enough. O

[Letters to
the EBditor

BECAUSE OF severe space limitations.
correspondents are urged to be as brief
as possible. The editors reserve the
right to make abridgements where
necessary. Omissions are indicated by
ellipses.

A LONG DOUBLE LIFE
Sir:
I found Phil Surguy's article ** You're All Right,

Jack™ (May) interesting. Unfortunately, two
islt:nemems regarding Maemillan of Canada were

The first one concemns our decision to publish
C.P. Siacey's A Very Double Life in our

A

the multi-million dollar
world-wide headlines. $9.95._____} w
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Lauvrentian Library series, The life of a mass-
murket paperback is ﬁez:enﬂy a shorl one,
sometimes only a few weeks. On the other hand,
our Laurentian Library is intended for fitles In
which there will be a continuing interest. Many
Laurentian Library titles have been basic stock
for booksellers year after year. In our judge-
mant, A Pery Double Life will be of conlinuing
interest and therefore belongs in the Laurentian
Library. The lst price of $3.95 is necessary be-
cause Of the size of the printing.

Mr. Surguy afsa states that we are making no
real effort to get our special edidon of Who Has
Seen the Wind mone widely distributed to tie in
with the forthcoming movie. | am happy_lo ad-
vise that this is not the case and that we are
optimistic that our special edition intended to tie
in ywith the movie will receive the widest possible
distribution. .

| would be grateful if you would bring these
points to the atiention of your readers. In spite of
these two points of disapreement, | congratulate
Phil Surguy on the preparation of this informa-
tive article.

1. \V. Baker
Vice-President § General Manager
Macmillan of Canada
Toronte
RERUTTING YOUNG

Sir:
Ian Young's article on censorship (April) de-
serves a rebuttal on the basis™ of s dishonesty
alone. Mr. Young describes High Times as a
magazine that *. . reports on drug Usage (mari-
juana. cocaine. and such)' and be quotes its
editor’s assertion that the magazine doer no,
encourage drug use. This is nonsense and You
Inows ;" High Thnes is slick, glossy. an
colourful, To argue that i, does no, encourage
drug use is Jike arguing that Vague magazine
reports on fashion but does no, promote il.

an Young suggests that obscenity laws should
no Jonger remain on the books. | am not arguing
La, these laws have not been arbitrarily or im-
proparly used, or tht adults should not have the
frecdom to read what they wish. (! worked in a
magazine shop that sold ‘‘adult™ materfal as
well as popular magazines.) However. when 12-
and 13-year-old children have the opportunity to
pasuse High TPmes, | am concemned. Whether
Mr. Young likes i, or not, children need diree-
ticn and in our free and very complex society
even good parents find i, difficult to control the
kinds of attitudes their children are consistertly
esposed 10. If obscenity laws arg¢ dropped from
the books fas Mr. Youag supgests), iF"'we simply
refuse to recognize potential harm™ m any printed
material, then how can we possibly justif
restricting certain books or magazines i0 adults?

Mr. Young insists on taking a very indi gnant
uttitede toward the recent prosecufion of the
book Show Me. He seems to feel that prosecu-
tion by the authorities is synonymous with “per-
secution.™ What be fails to mention is the fact
that the publisher"s victory in this case was also a
victory for those of s who don't like censorship,
and that includes some of the authorities.

-t - e
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Ian Young’s article is a throwback 0. the
1960s when authorities were “pigs” and indi-
vidual freedorh was “king.” Bul this is 1917.
‘Many of those peaple who fought for tolerance
and freedom in the 1960s believe that the issues
of the 1970s are not 50 clear-cut, so black and
white. Mr. Young is no, a simple champion of
freedom. He is saying, ‘“My own freedom at any
cost.” Thatt kimddofo self-indulgence went out
with the sixties.

Anne Hicks
Kitchener, Ont. :

OUR SPOTLIGHT MISSED
Sir:
I findi, L:asslng strange that Ian Young's piece
oncensorship (April) should O pecer next to our
id for the Canadian Theatre Review. particu-
larly as the most recent issue of CTR focused on
censorship in theatre and since my piece was an
open letter (0 our Minister of Justice, to the
rovincial Attomney-General, and to the Law Re-
orm Commission of Cénada,
Perhaps we a, CTR are mergly part of the
“hantfrt!! of which Mr. oung speaks in his
final sentence. But devating an entx® 13sue lo the
topic he is rightly concerned about certainly de-
serves more than we go,.
Joseph G. Green
Dean. Faeulty of Fine Arts
'ork University
Toronto

EASY POT SHOT

Sic

Such a pleasure, as always, to start catching up
on my reading with Books in Canada. You are
producing a journal that is thorough and serious,
and a most accurate reflector of he character
and life of this country.

I, was with enhanced pleasure. therefore, to
discover in your April issue that Bogks In
Canada shares the ‘cultural autitudes of most of
us while, bom-in-Canada liberal intellectuals,
The cartoon on page 10 reinforces the notion, if
indeed it needs reinforcement, that us while
folks are the civilized victims in a world increas-
ingly dominated by other races (in, this case
Black Africans) who are inherently cruel, thick-
lipped. and cannibalistic,

My congratulations on your taste and on your
ability to gauge the mood of the country,

= Roger Bird
Associate Professor
School of Journalism

Carleton University -
Ottawa

Editor's note: We are suitably withered by Prof.
Bird's sarcdsm, He will be glad to know we now
have thrown out all our “Take me io your
leader’” cartoons for fear of offending Martians
and a,, our deseri-island cartooms for fear of
offending Newfoundlanders.

RE: CONSIDERATIONS

Sir:

We want to thank you very much for Charlotte
1 Sykes’ review of Donald Keating’s The Power
"to Make it Happen (February).

Any review i5 better than no review, and nor-
mally our policy is to let the views of the re-
viewer stand on their own merits.

However, in this case | think your readers
should be given an opportunity to Fully apple
ciate the bias of the reviewer and the p?sition
fmm which she speaks. R

Sykes states ha, a full third of the book is
devoted to the author’s salary problems. She

, er7s, Keating was introducing a radical approach

to community organizing and was working 4, T,

on a full-lime basis, He had a contract with the *

communily organization, but on numerous occa-

slons the funds to pay him were not available.

Keating drove a cab during the day to feed his

family and worked for the community a, nigh,.

Does Ms. Sykes think that Mr.-Keating should

have worked for nothing: doer she, as a one-time
assistant (o an alderman who is criticized (fairly,
we think) by Mr. Keating, believe that only en
alderman and his staff should be paid?

Your readers should know that Ms. Sykes
worked for John Sewel] and was Paid (per-
haps by Sewell, who Is paid by taxpayers), All
Keating was looking for was the same con-
sideration.. .

We al Green Tree thigk-it healthy for reviewers
with various and divergent backgrounds tore-
view good Canadian books. We do think, ha
ever, that they should identify their bins so that
the reader can fully appreciate the perspective
from which they comment.

W. H. P. Pamr
Green Tree Publishing
. ‘Toronto

Editor’s note: Fair enough, perhaps we should
have meniloned thar, besides being a Toronto
housew(fe, Ms. Sykes is the co-argmmr of the
York Women's Cenire at York University, a
former editor of Toronté News, and a former
research assistant and organizer for John Sewell,
a Toronto alderman. Meanwhile, since we're
talking about people geiting pald, Mr. Parr
could phone our accounts-receivable “depare-
ment.

G VEANDTAKE

Sir:

In his March column. Len Gasparini allows the
reader to infer that | am the auther of Lexington
Hero under the psendonym of Tom Waln:ﬁe,g.
Bullshit. lie then goes (0 say that Walmsley's
style and mine are “certainly similar.” a notion
that is possibly insulting to us both, I'm not sure.
Gasparini or you could have cleared up the ma,-
ter with a phone call to Walmsley, Pulp Press or
me. Failingeven that, you could have spelled my
name comecily. Sloppy, sloppy, sloppy.

Doug Fetherling
Toronto

Editor's note: We are glad to learn that Mr.
Fetherling is not Mr. Waimsley and apologize
to them both. We also apologize to Mr. Fether-
fing for misspellipg Itis name. Moreover, we are
delighted to learn he is still with us. He has
owed us a review of hwo books since last fall and
Iiis tardiness, if not insulting to us, Is certainly
so to the unfortunaie authors. Tacky, facky.
tacky. :
TONGUES IN TREES

Sir:

1 was shocked by the venomous attack of your
reviewer Ms. Bondar on [my handbook] The
Language Tree (March). May | point out that
the text is the result of 10 yeas’ careful research
into the English language needs of secondary-
school students; that i, was field-tested by a team
of experienced English teackers and 130 enthu-
siastic senior Enplish students; and that it was
carefully read by Dr. C. E. Sanbom, 2 senior
English professor a, the University of Western
Ontario, and by Don Gutieridge. contemporary
Canadian author and professor of Enplish a, Alt-
house College of Education in n. One of
the English editors of the text has already done &
considerable amount of editing for SRA. ..

I should like to deal with Ms. Bondar's objec-
tions 1o the text more or less in the order in
which she has raised these objections. .

Forthe term handbook, | would refer her to the
cuerent editions of The Meemiflan Handbook af
English, the Harbrace College Handbook, the
McGraw-Hill Handbook of lish (Canadian
edition) and the Prentice-Hall Handbook for
Writers (61h edition, 1974{ Each utilizes™ the
exereises that the reviewer claims do not “‘prop-
erfly'* belong in a handbook. Each of these cur-
rent handbooks also uses the Reed and Kellogg
method of diagramming (an analytic, not a
“mree'? method) that Ms. Bondar spums as
“outdated since 1954,” “invalid"' and *‘un-
insiphtful.”* These diagrams are gite valid.
auite effective. and easily comprehended by
students. ., .



Three of these four handbooks coniain a com-
Flcte paradizm for Englishverb tenses. while the
‘ourth uses an abbreviated paradigm. The schol-
ars who vaote these texts do not appear {o regard
the classic paradigm of verb tenses as “‘verb-
iage.” Each of these handbooks alse recognizes
the future tenses as part of the conjugation of an
English wverb; and none of them uses the term
model 1o refer to verbs expressing future time.
May | Suggest that Ms. Bondar re-examine the
term modaf, which js properly connected with
the mood of a verb rather than with its tense or
time? Mpdal is the adjective meaning mood;
miodgliry is the noun. Tense, on the other band.
refers suicaly to time, both in the sense of when
an action occurs and the duration of the

action. .

The *“cursory™ information ebout parts o f
sp2ech and sentence elements oceupies the first

148 pages of the text — hardly ““cursory.”* The
intention of the book is not inelusive, nor does it
at any point make that pretence. |t contains the
information that my colleagues and | bave found
nocessary as support Iyur the literature and writ’

programs in the senior grades. . . .

nlike MS. Bondar, | have no *‘bone lo
pick.” A great deal of admirable scholarly re-
search in transformational-generative grammar
and in psycho-semantics is currrenity }m:gress.
| have, however. eletted the traditional descrip-
tive approach in The Langnage Tree for several
compi elling reasons:

1. The students who enter secondary school at
present, when they have a foundation in lan-

uage, have been taught in the traditional
escriptive  pattern,

1. The majority of English teachers is also
familiar with the traditional descriptive pat-
tern. but not with the transformarional-
penerative approach,

3. he other modern Janguages are currently
being taught in traditienal terminology. and
the confusion fa the students’ minds If teach- *
ers of English langpage should elect different
terminology would be rare indeed.

4 . The standard tools for English-language
reference are written in tradittomal terminal-
ogy — the handbooks | have mentioned, the
standard books of usage, and the unabrlofged
dictionaries.

5. There is. as pt. insofficient evidence of the
effect of transformational-generative gram-
mar on reading habhs and vocabulary-
building skills. . ..

As an editor. you cannot undo whatever you
may have accomplished by publishing what 1'cm
only regard as an unprofessional and incom-
patent prece of reviewing. You might, however,
reconsider an editorial p lci; that endorses a re-
view such as Ms. Bondar has written. for you
thereby dastroy your own raison d'elre — to
provide a refiable, objective assessment of a
book by a suitably qualifiad critic.

Anne Thompson

The Book Society of Canada
Box 200

Agincourt, Ont.

Editor's note: Ms. Bondar is a grammarian and
hiorphologist who lolds a B.A. in English litera-
ture and English linguistics, a B.L.S. in
children's and reference literature, an M.A. In
linguistics, an M.A. in cognliive p.iycha.fagg.
and is the author of a Ph.D. dissertation (pub-
lished in series) on psycholingulstics with
Spoeial fo visual perception and
spaiiality. She kas raught in those fields at such
institutions as the Uof T ‘and Simon Fraser
University, has published several articles and
riore than a dogen books, lectures internation-
ally in linguistics, and serves as a language con-
sultant to reading and communications commis-
tees In three provinces. Here is her reply 10
Ars. Thompson:

The classroom teactier and his students have suf-
fered for years in @ time warp between the dis-
covery of fact and the publication of its meaning
for teaching impact. Granted, this lag is not al-
ways intentional on the part of the author or a
publishing house. But falling into line or pattern

to reflect that of & dozen other books formerly
%urlished does not conlribute uniquely to its
eld,

As a grammatical theorist, researcher. and
teacher. | evaluated only the major problems |
found in The Langnage Tree.

T h e professorial assistance given to TLT
shows the age of its research into English gram-
mar. Much mdre insightful and replicable re-
search and teaching strategies bave been avail-
able to English seholars since 1954 (and much
earlier in Europe). | question the plaee of dated
material under TLT's 1976 copyright.

The use of dated diai}ammlng in handbooks
such as Macmillan’s, Harbrace, Prentice-Hall,
etc.. is no reason to perpéluate it. Reed and
Kellogg dingramming may be comprehended by
students. However, when a-couple of decades
has lpmvided more comprehensible toals, it is
surely our respunsibilitias educators 1o provide
students with these. R & K diagrams are limited
in their possible use as analytic tools since. by
their definition, they cannot show the syntactic
phrase movement that illustrates the dynamism
of Bnglish grammar and makes its swdy excit-
ing.

Those langnage handbooks thatuse verb m
digms do so without the information avan
fmm second-language teaching research. Again,
the fact that some handbocoks may not reflect
current research i no reasont to follow suit.

A few technical matters:

1. The word modal is a legitimate term recog-

nized by modemn grammarians as an ‘*op- -

tionat verb constituent such as time, tense,
and number markers.”

2. Although the first 140 pages deal with parls
of gpfeeh. informasion sbout them is cur-
sory. 1he included exercises outnumber the
information without adding to it.

3. I find Mss. Thompson's “‘compelling rea-
sons” neither compelling nor complete be-
catse thev are inaccurate and do not intro-

* duce today's teacher and students to a lan-
guage awareness deeper than that previously
avaifable on the market.

[

CanWWit No.24

THiIRTY YEARS from now some bright
CanLit student may well be submitting
a Ph.D. thesis entitled Beavers, Bears,
and Fur: Canadian Women Writers of
the 1970s. Readers are invited to sug
gest other possible Canadian thesis
topics for the year 2007. The topics
need not be redricted to literature. The
winner will receive $25 and $25 goes to
Henri Pilon of Toronto for this idea.
Address: CanWit No. 24, Books in
Canada, 366 Adelaide Street East,
‘Toronto M5A IN4. The deadlineis
Aug. 31 .

RESULTS OF CANWIT NO. 22

OUR QUEST for appropriate mottoes for
real Canadian places yielded an excel-
lent response and an informative |etter
fmm the toponymy division of the
federal Department of Energy, Mines,
and Resour ces. Toponymy, it turng
out, is the study of place-names, or
toponyms, and the diyision has more
than 260,000 of them in itsworking
files. W. B. Yeo, the divison's head of
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vatchfor ...

~ANADIAN CHILDREN’S

ANNUAL 1978

cover by Ken Danby!
xaper - $495 cloth - $3.95

~ANADA’S MONSTERS

paper -~ $495

new cloth edition - $7.95

firm favourites..

~ANADIAN CHILDREN’S

ANNUAL 1977

cover by Toliler Cranston
xaper - $495 cloth ~ $8.9€

DAVID, WE'RE
PREGNANT!

101 cartoons by Lynn

Franks = $2.95
‘WHEN'’S THE LAST

TIME YOU CLEANED

YOUR NAVEL?

101 cartoons by James

Simpkins - $2.95

GENERALS DIE IN BED
fiction by Charles Yale

Harrison - §1.95

3RDER NOW!

Belford Book
Distributing Co. Ltd.,
11 Boulton Ave.,

Toronto, Ont. M4M 2J4

MRONAIC

-

35 Dalewood Crescent.
Hamllton, Ontario L8S 4B5
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research, tells us that Bolsover, Ont.,
which was quoted in our example, is in
facta reconsidered toponynt: “Our file
contains a letter from the postmaster.
dated 1905, in which he says the place
Was once known as Onnacome.'?

We also received a delightful poem
from J. E. Richardson of Teronto about
a romantic trip to Newfoundland:

visit to Conccption Bay

Kept us busy throughout the day;

And then g stuy at Heart's Delight

Brovght us romance throughout the night.

The cnd resuli of this has meant

Confincment at sweel Heart' s Content.

The winner is Mary MacPherson of
Toronto, who receives $25 for this
toponymous trlumph.

o Dog Pound, Alta.: “ HOMe of dog’s best
friend.™

o Llock, Ont.: ““Where lime files.™

0 Colgate, Sask.:*“Putsa smile on your face.”

o Change bland. Nfld.: “Is as pood 25 aresL.”

r Wild Goose, Onl.: “Forlhenmeof:,rourllfe

o Tiling. NM.: *“Overooks the” greater
Adaatic.™

o Scotch Buy, Man.: “'For a drinking man 's
holiday.™ .

CLASSIFIED

Classified rates: $3 per line (40 characlers to
the line). Deadline: first of the month for issue
dated following menth. Address: Beoks I”
Canada Classified, 366 Adelaide Streat East
Toronto MBA 1N4. Phone: {418 353-5425.

JHDEXING by librafan (MLS). Free estl-
mates. W. Gower, 37 Hill St., Kingston. Ont.
K7L 2014 (613) 546-9048.

JEVIISH DIALOGUE welcomas new con-
tributors in Canadian Jewish tigtion. Contact
Joe Rosenblail, editor, Suite 7.1499 Yonge
St.. Taronto, Ont.

QUT-OF-PRINT Canadianabought and sold.
Catalogues sent free on request. Huronla
Cal‘r:lailana Books, Box 895. Alliston, Ont
LD 1A0.

RIZL & BETHUNE: coples or whereabouls
of poams, plays, songs. stories, el b or
about elther of these men are neaded
new course on art as myth-manlpulatlon
Contact Nigel Spencer, English Dept.,
Champlaln College. Lennoxville, Que.

SULILER WRITERS' WORKSHOP
Aug. 1-12 at New College, U of T. Flction:
Austin Clarke. Alice Denham, Gerald Lam-
pert. Elizabeth Salter, Peter Such. Play-
wirights: Carol Bolt, Larry Fineberg. Poets:
Stew McCaffery, Joe Rosenblatt, P. K.
Page. Non-fiction: Philip Marchand, Eleanor
Pelrina. For brochure: G. Lampert, Work-
shop, 165 Spadina Ave.. Toronto M5T 2C4
f416~364-3915.

YOUR BOOK IN PRINTI
Author pays for firt printing: Reyalties there-
after. Spiritual Christian. SPIRITUAL
PRESS, Box 4864-BC, Do” Mills. Oni.
M8C 2Ta.
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o Nut Mountain, Sask.; “A crazy place to
visit,”

Honourable mentions:

o Jerry's Nose. Nfid.: “You couldn't pick a

nicer place.™

uCal\-e_s_Nose. Nfld.: *The town like no

ndder.
0 Harbour Harbour, Nfld.: “ Come come toto a
a lovely lovely town town,"
— Peter Gorzie, Ottawa

L ®x ¥
, B.C.: “Raw nature at its best,”

t.: “Gracious goodness,™
— Tom Cocking, Delta, B.C.

® ¥ %

o Weils, B.C.. “'All’'s welt that ends in Wells."
— Barbara Schulz, Thunder Bay, Ont.

0 Fanny Ba;
o Toronto,

o Tmmp. Ont.: "“‘Hardheadedness built our
town.”
— Marnie Klein, Colbome, Ont.
" *
oLovett, Ont.: “We guarantee you will,
a Burnt River, Ont,: **\Where the fish you catch
-are already cooked.”

— Phil Hall, Windsor
k o
o Embamas, Sak.: “The town where nobody
makes fun Of you: .
u] Natal B.C.: “The place where life reaily be-
gins.”

—Michae] 0. Nowlan, Oromocto, N.B.
& o

0 Tiny, Sask,.: ‘Tiny parts are interesting.”

~Demick Murdoch, Toronte

® ¥ ¥

a  Milk Rlver Ala,: “Co‘me along and bring

I\rlour honey.™
e, B.C.; *

a Cal'bﬂﬂ'yr

a Plum Coule, Man
plum pleasant

“Where spring’s eternal.”
n.: “Famous for its waffic

**Also pluin friendly and

-Ann McElhinney, Toronto
£z o
o ApplelHHiI‘I: Ont.: ““Where you get to the gore

of things.
o Outlook, Sask.: *Where you g0 {0 g&{ a new

one.”
— Ieanne Sears, Minden, Ont.
" . 0=
o Doting Cave, Nfid.: “For the golden years.”
—C. M. Beailie, Montreal
. @ ]

o Brussels, Ont.: “The town that's really
sprouﬁnF.“

o Hydraulic. B.C.: “For a real lift, visit us,""

o Tweed, On,.: “A town tailored for your
needs.”

o Unjy. Sask.: “The home of the national

goal.”
S Michael Schultz, Norwood, Olnt.
[ ] . &

o Heart’s Content, Nfid.: “Needs no mette."”
— Warner, Stenley, Toronto

(D
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Books received

THE FOLLOWING 'Canaalan books have
been received by Books in Canada in
recent weeks. Inclusion in thii list does

not precludea review or noticeinar

future issue:
A Stone Diary. by Pat Lowther. Oxford.
Innovatlon g . edited by Solveiga

Psychol
Miezitis and Michacl Orme. DISE.
The Lompmzn pmlum. edited by Lomaine. Mchivllen,
Unlrersity of Qltawa Press.,
GlisteningIn the Sun. Western Producer.
Zodinc, gmudl:n Council of Teachers of English.
The Sign of tlle Crescent Moot by Thomas J. Saupders,

Exposhio
1 I.ml \"nu. nnby Blue, edited by Conmie Brissenden. Press

by ]e.-anuy Carrier, Ohcron
$In|:. ty, and the Morning Mnn I:_v Donald Jack, Mac-

[lan.
Snmellmu T Think of Morviop. by Elizabeth Brewster, Obe-

I)Iﬂng Tnto Fire, by Robent Currie, Oberon,

Chlldren of the Black Sabbatk, by Anne Hebers, translated by
Carol Denlop-Hébert, Musson,

The Hoodbook of Canadian Flim, second edition, by
Eleanor Beattbe, Peter Martin,

Percy Rowe's Travel Guide to Canodo, Paperlacks. .

Memolrs of a Canadlan Doctor, by Dr., C. Eamnm Macmil-

lan. Poperacks
Jnurng' & Continent, by David Gidmark, F:p:r—
5.
Thaw, by Douplas Smith, the four humours press.
. by George Hulchison and Dlck Wallace,
Vzn Nostrand Reinhold.
Hi Mo BI Dadl, by Lyan (anl:s) Johnston, Peter Manin.
A Guide fo Wil ;IF & Research Papers, by Gondon
Cogygins, Van Nostrand Reinhold.
So ?\ll“utchh to Forget, by Aliln Stanke, transiated by Swsan

, O
Stones, Hones :ﬁfl Skin: Ritual and Slll-nnl.-. Art, Society
for &n Publicafons,
Tho TM 'l'u.-lmlqie and the Art of Learning, by Stephen

There's a Racoon [n u' Parka, by Lyn Hanoock, Double-

dy,
The Pacific Princesses, by Robem D. Tumer, Sono Nls. -
‘The School Promotera, by Alison Prentice, M & 5.
Depariment Store Disease, by James Bryaol, M & 5.
‘Time of Fear and Hope, by Escou Reid, M& S.
TIIEJI!:I:I! M:\lnr ly. Gﬂﬂd by Susan Maon TroSmenkofl

i& S,
nt;mlrml Snul ol Eduln Carlysle, by Blapche Howand,

Blackfiles and White Water, by A. Tony Sloan, M &S.
Collecting Minerals. by Bill Ince. b &
Take Nolin An Tairoduction to Conadian Lavwr. by Stevem,

N. Speiz, Pijman.

Women Cn.nndlan Polilics, by Jean Cochrane. Fitzheory &
Whiteside,

A Complele Guide to Fomily Fun In Toronto. by Sheila

Kennedy, and Susan Seidman, McGranvHill Ryerson.

Poems of French Cepada, Immsiated by F.R. Scont.
Blackfish Press.

Grounds, by Gerry Gilbed, Talonbooks.

Collected Cltheen. by Josiph McLend, Fiddiehead.

No, 3, Frank Street. Lomoine Vemon, Fiddlehead.

Widow's Walk, by Cathie Pelletier, Fiddlchead
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