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YOU'RE ALL RIGHT, JACK

New! Exciting! First time in print! The true,
absorbirig story of why 97% of the paperbacks
on our mass-market racks are by foreign authors

by Phil Surguy

THIS STARTED AS a relatively simple assignment. | was to
find out what's happening this spring in the Canadian end of
the mass-paperback market. It was soon evident, though,
thut not much at all is happening. That is. few Canadian
honks are appearing among the 400 to 500 new titles that go
on the mass market every month. The next step was to try to
understand why. .

The significant Canadian paperback companies are
PaperJacks, Pocket Books. Seal. Harlequin, and Totem.
There firms specialize in inexpensive, paperbound, rack-
size books that are generally reprints of works that first
appeared in hardcover. Rack-size is approximately four
inches by seven inches. Largér and/or more expensive for-
mats are called quality. or trade, paperbacks. Most mass-
murkiet paperbacks are adult fiction. .

Totem. a branch of the British giant, William Collins and
Sons. distributes Pan, Fontana, Corgi. and Picador in Can-
uda, about 50 titles a month. Under their own imprint they
also publish one or two Canadian paperbacks every month.
Their latest is Betty Kennedy's Gerhard.

Harlequin. the house of romance. owned by the Toronto
Seer, brings out 12 titles a month with annual world-wide
sales of around $35 million. Their printing is done in the
U.S. and nearly all their authors are British. Someone once
<aid Harlequin doesn’t really publish. it just responds to
market research. A sneer; but there are still many people in
the Canadian book trade who haven't grasped that the
wuss-paperback market is exactly what its name implies =
a system that regularly supplies a mass of people with a
mass of books. Mass is the key word.

Seal Books is the new mass-market house owned by
McClelland & Stewart (51 per cent) and Bantam Books.
Although the final impetus behind the Formation .of this
company came after the ownership of Bantam’'s parent con-
many changed hands. and the federal government decided
that. in terms defined by the Foreign Investment Review
Act. an automatic change in ownership of the Canadian
subsidiary was not in the best interests of Canada, nego-
tiations between M & S and Bantam had been in progress
for some time. As Jack McClelland ekplained in an inter-
view, research had clearly shown that his company could
only cuter the mass market successfully if it did so with
an established distributor. He picked .the most firmly
established distributor there is. Bantam (350 titles a year)
has been described as being so far ahead as number one that
there is no real number two. Under the Seal arrangement,
M & S will do all the editorial work, prepare the books for

publication. and Bantam will funnel them to its 12,000
outlets in Canada. For its first year of operations Seal will
publish one book a month. starting in April with The Cana-
dian Establishment (an initial print run of 100,000 copies),
followed by editions of recent M&S best sellers and. in
November, its first paperback original, Firespill by lan Sla-
ter of Vancouver. With characteristic enthusiasm, McClel-
land told me he expects Seal to be outselling Bantam within
five years.

Until a year ago Pocket Books was a subsidiary of Simon
and Schuster in New York. Along with its regular monthly
run of mass-market originals and reprints. the company also
published several Canadian paperback originals. Then &8
in the U.S. was sold. The Foreign Investment Review
Agency ruled that the Canadian subsidiary-could not auto-
matically change ownership. and Pocket Books was bought
by General Publishing of Toronto. General was already the
owner of PaperJacks and Canadian distributor of a line of
English paperbacks: Coronet, Dragon, Futura, Knight,
Mayflower. Paladin, Panther. Quartet. and Teach Yourself.
Under the new system. General is the publisher of. and not
agent for. the 30 American Pocket Books titles a month it
puts into the mass market; and all Canadian paperbacks
now will appear as PaperJacks. Paul Fulford, the editor at
S&S for the two years preceding the owsership change. is
convinced that he was overseeing the only genuine access
Canadian authors had to the real mass market. He's afraid
that'onty a few of the writers he handled at S&S will reach
the public via PaperJacks, and that the latter firm will do
little more than reprint General’s backlist.

Jack Stoddan is the head of General Publishing and one
of the Jacks in PaperJacks (the other is his son Jack- there

The mass-paperback market is exactly what
its name implies — a system that regularly
supplies a mass of people with a mass of
books. Mass is the key word.

are a lot of Jacks in prominent positions in this industry). He
says his, firm is bringing out 6 titles a year. half reprints
and half originals. He hopes to publish more originals:
but is encountering resistance from authors who want to be
published in hardcover first. Stoddan told me that. until his
acquisition of Pocket Books. he'd found it difficult to tit
into the mass-market system operated by Canada’'s 38 geo-
graphical wholesalers. But he has recently reached some
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Longman presents

‘Paperbacks,
for Bverybody”

LOVING AND LEARNING: )

Interacting with Your Childfrom O irlh to Three

by Norma J. ifeDlarmid, Jarl A. Peterson

& James R. Sutherland

An afigctionate and commonsenslcal guide for

enriching the child-parent relationship. It reveals

how children and famllies can play, love, and

learn together.” paper $3.95
cloth $8.95

FOIL AROUND AND STAY FIT:
Exerclse Secrets ofa Fencer
by Camille Lownds with Teny August
A champion fencer shows how the special move-
ments of this royal sport can glve anyone at any
age and ol either sexa balanced. smooth. and
supple body. Hundreds of photographs.
paper $6.85
cloth $15.25

LANDSCAPE IT YOURSELF:

A Handbook for Home Gardeners

by Harold Givens

The most comprehenslive reference guide on creat-

ing a professionally deslgned, economical, per-

sonalized landscape. The carefully described

techniques ara valid for everything from a mobile

home plot to a civie park. paper $10,50
cloth $21.25

THE GENTLE TASADAY;

A Stone Age People In the Phillppine Rain Forest

by John Nance

The fasclnating chronicle of one of the most ex~

citing anthropological events of all time—the eye-

witness account of the Tasaday's mesting with the

outside world. starting with Dafal’s discovery of

them in the 1960's and ending with Nance's last

visit in 1974. paper $6.95
cloth $17.75

| CHISH I'D SAID THAT!:

A Collection of Vitty Replies

by Kenneth Edwards

A collection of over 200 anecdotes containing

the wilty replies of famous people-pollticians,

Ludgss. actresses—as wellas the anonymous
umour of the man In the street. paper $2.50

cloth $4.85

ALMANAC OF DATES
by Linda Millyate
A dandy direstory of dolngs. Over 15.000 "hapé:en-
[ngs™ are all here in thisfirst complete record of
notable facts. Each day of the year Is listed with
mora than 30 entries for each of the 368 da
paperge.gs
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accommodation with the system and says it now is up to the
wholesalers to show they are as willing as they claim they
are to handle Canadian paperbacks. So far. the best results
have been seen in Vancouver and Halifax. Stoddan is
confident of the growth of his Canadian paperback line and
he is proud of his deal with S&S. He is critical of the
M&S-Bantam deal; he says M&S has given away 49 per
cent of the paperback rights of the finest hardcover list in
Canada, and points out that Seal will not share any of
Bantam’'s pmfits. For his part. McClelland is certain he has
the best deal, both for himself and the country as a whole.
While Seal is totally independent. he says. Stoddart's suc-
cess is tied to the performance of the American Pocket
Books company and, if it fails. General will still have a
large debt to pay. However, neither man seems too upset by
the other's criticism and their rivalry is a friendly one.
Totem, Seal, and PaperJacks then are the main Canadian
firms capable of supplying the mass market with Canadian
paperbacks. Yet among them now they are turning out only
nine books a month. hardly two per cent of the market.
That's a disgraceful figure; and to try to understand what it
means and why it's so low (when about 30 per cent of the

The racks are the only places where the
majority of people ever see new books: and
the absence of Canadian books on the racks
means that the majority of people never en-
counter any literary reflection of their com-
munity and culture.

4 Books in Canada, May. 1977

books sold in our book stores are Canadian) it is necessary
to look at the basic structure of the mass-paperback market.
search for reasons why 97 per cent of the books on the racks
are American, examine questions raised by various national-
ist points of view. hear what the wholesalers have to say.
and consider the Canadian paperback market as a whole.

Most of the Canadian mass market is supplied by 10
American-owned national distributors who in turn supply
38 geographical wholesalers with magazines and paper-
backs. In their turn. the wholesalers supply the racks in
smoke shops. milk stores. news-stands. some department
stores, and so forth. It should be noted here that magazines
account for about 80 per cent of the distributors’ and whole-
salers’ business. and that paperbacks have always been han-
dled as if they were magazines-which in the main means
that only the covers of unsold books are returned to the
publisher. In Canada there is anlith large distributor,
HAR-NAL. owned jointly by Harlequin and New American
Library, and four smaller ones: William Collins, Penguin,
PaperJacks, and Maclean-Hunter Distributing. Maclean-
Hunter owns Metm Toronto News. perhaps the largest geo-
graphical wholesaler in the country.

Nationalists claim that distributors have always deliber-
ately kept Canadian paperbacks off the racks, mainly by
pressuring the 38 wholesalers and threatening their lucrative
supply of books and magazines. Furthermore, it is argued
that the unlimited returns policy, the tear-off system, to
which a publisher must submit before a wholesaler will
handle a book, makes the publication of paperbacks exclu-
sively for the Canadian market economically impossible.
Anyone connected with the publication and distribution of
American paperbacks denies there has ever been a conspir-
acy to kill competition from Canadian publishers. But only
a mooncalf would believe the American publishers and dis-
tributors are not anxious to protect the near-monopoly they
have had up till now.

Things are changing. however.. Indications are that the
tear-off system is starting to fade away. Until recently, the
industry considered SO-per-cent returns an acceptable aver-




age; but Bantam now is gradually pushing its returns down
toward the Z-per-cent level. (Someone must have finally
figured out that books and magazines are not necessarily the
same thing.) Moreover. in Canada, pressure from national-
ists. government action. the threat of more government
intervention into the publishing industry. and the increased
interest Canadians are taking in their own country are all
factors that suggest a fair proportion of Canadian paper-
backs may someday be found on the racks.

Someday. Paul Audley. executive director of the Asso-
ciation of Canadian Publishers, calls the wholesalers’
declarations of desire to see Canadian paperbacks on their
racks “crap.” He told me the mass-paperback market is
still the most effectively closed business he has ever seen.
This has obvious economic results for Canada. But he said
there are even more serious cultural consequences. The
racks are the enly places where the majority of people ever
see new books: and the absence of Canadian books on the
racks means that a majority of people never encounter any
literary reflection of their community or culture. Audley
also says that the current condition of the paperback market
in Canada frequently precludes the hardcover publication of
many Canadian books. The final factor in a publisher’s
“buy” decision is often the likelihood of a future paperback
sale: yet if the publisher knows that the paperback market is
closed to anything Canadian except a sureé best seller, he's
going to turn down many books. even though they could be
expected to do moderately well in hardcover.

Jack Shapiro, owner of Regina News and chairman of the
Canadian publications committee of the Periodical Distribu-
tors of Canada. says he has never seen one American pub-
lisher or national distributor say or do anything to restrict
Canadian exposure on the racks. | asked him why. 10 years
ago. the Canadian Best-Seller Library, M&S's last foray
into the mass market. failed. He replied that trade and
mass-market books are very different from each other. Then
be added that he has often encouraged McClelland to put
some of his New Canadian Library line into the mass
market.

McClelland’s response to that statement was a chuckle.
Then he elaborated. He said he hadn't followed Shapiro’s
suggestion because he wasn't anxious to get burned again.
He said the Canadian Best-Seller Library had begun well
and some books wefe even reprinted; but then he started
getting returns. mainly of books that had never gat onto the
racks at all. This, he said, was confirmed by people in the
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BY PERSONS
UNKNOWN

The Strange Death
of Christine Démeter
by

George Jonas. and Barbara Amiel

“THIS IS THE MOST ARRESTING
AND INVOLVING TRUE CRIME
BOOK SINCE IN COLD BLOOD”
Alan Walker, Managing Editor,
The Canadian
F@E@R@Eﬂ]@'% AN PPBARBARINGAS
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heStiangeDeath/
ofihiistinkiDemeter»

On July 18, 1973, Christine Demeter, beaut-
iful wife of a Toronto developer, was found
dead in the garage of her luxurious home.
One month later headlines blazed the fact
that her Hungarian-born husband was
charged with procuring her murder.

Ranging from the police station to
Toronto’s criminal underworld to the sen-
sational trial, this book is an enthralling and
disturbing look at how our legal system op-
erates. Read BY PERSONS ‘UNKNOWN.
You will never forget it.
$12.95

Available at fine bookstores everywhere

M Macmillan

The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited
70 Bond Street. Toronto M5B 1 X3
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field. He suspects word went round that sales of CBL books
would have to be cut down or maig&ine supplies would
suddenly be impaired. However, McClelland concedes that
the failure of CBL was only portly owing to interference
from the distributors; he says he and his people were not as
professional then as they are now.

The Canadian Best-Sellers Library was, | believe, largely
an attempt to inject trade. or quality. paperbacks into the
mass market. where they didn’t really belong. And this has
caused me to wonder if the major Canadian publishers have,
until recently. ever really seriously tried or wanted to get

- into the mass market. This is an imﬂortant question that
must be approached by a study of the other half of the
Canadian paperback industry — the marketing of trade, or
quality, paperbacks.

The mass-market racks nnd their impulse-buying custom-
ers account for slightly less than one half the paperback
sales in this country. A major part of the rest are sold,
generally in more expensive quality formats, to libraries and
schools and to habitual readers who frequent book stores. A
study prepared last year for the Secretary of State reports
that. in the 1972-73 period, Canada’'s English-language
publishing industry issued 1.950 mass paperback titles, 165
of which were written by Canadians; fuf the industry also
published 2,586 othér sorts of paperbacks, and 2.159 of
these were written by Canadians. This indicates that the
Canadian-owned sector of our paperback industry is, title
for title, almost as lucrative as the part controlled by the
Americans and British.

M & 8’s New Capadian Library is the hugest quality
paperback house in the country and its sales figures (only
available for the years following 1972. when a computer
was installed to keep track of things) are astonishing. The
Stone Angel has sold 200.000 copies. The Tin Flute has
sold more than 160.000 copies. The boxed two-volume edi-
tion of The National Dreaim has sold more than 100.000, as
have many other books, including The Edible Woman,
Owls in the Family, The Apprenticeship OF Duddy Kravitz,
Roughing it in the Bush, and A Jest of God. As For Me and
My House, The Fire Dwellers, and many others have sales
up around the 50.000 mark. And it's clear that few, if any,

It shouldn’'t be forgotten that Canadian pub-
lishers are businessmen too; and many, with
their agencies, have a vested interest in the
continued flow of American books into this
country.

of these books could have sold as well on the racks, where a
title is given fmm one to four weeks m establish itself as a
seller. It also should be obvious that steady access to a
school system or a good book store is worth far more than
all the little milkstore racks for miles around.

The paperback editions of two recent Macmillan of Can-
ada titles offer further insight into the teal economics of the
Canadian paperback scene. Gerhard, a natural best seller,
was very popular in hardcover. The reprint rights went to
Totem, who brought out a first edition of 60,000 copies that
will be distributed everywhere. including Loblaw’s and
Dominion stores as a book-of-the-month. On the other
hand, there is C. P. Stacey’s A Very Double Lifg, one of
this past year's most widely publicized books. If properly
distributed, it would probably do quite well as a mass
paperback, but there is no guarantee' that it could become a
runaway best seller. So Macmillan has reprinted it as one of
its own Laurentian Library series. with a first edition of
10.000 copies that are selling for $3.95 each. In other
words, when a book has only limited mass-market expecta-
tions it is much mom profitable for the company to sell it as
a quality paperback at an inflated price to schools, libraries.

[P
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and proper book stores. At the same time, Gerhard is doing
exceptionally well in the mass market. Macmillan is, in
effect, doing what nationalists rightly say American pub-
lishers do when they bring out mass cditions of Canadian
books that have proved their popularity — skimming the
cream off the market and thereby stifling the development of
a national mass-paperback industry that can offer the popu-
lation a wide variety of books catering to the needs of a
comprehensive range of tastes and interests.

It doesn’t cost thar much more to print a quality paper-
back; and the publisher’s rewards for doing so are increased
proﬁts from an inflated price. no special reason to spend
money on a competitive cover, low promotional costs, al-
most negligible returns from the dealers, and what amounts
to 4 captive market of schools, libraries, and stores patron-
ized by serious book readers. There is no pressing need for
many Canadian publishers to supply the mass market. For
example, movie versions of Who Has Seen the Wind and
Don’t Shoot the Teacher are about to be released, but the
publishers of the paperback editions of these books are mak-
ing no real effort to get special editions to places other than
their traditional outlets. '

So, given that Canadian publishers can do very well
elsewhere, I think it’s fair to wonder if, when they say they
can’t afford to participate in the existing niass-market sys-
tem. they are saying they'll go broke if they try it, or are
really saying that they can make more money in the quality
market. A desire t0 make money should not be held against
them, of course. But their methods should be questioned if
we are, as Paul Audley suggests we should be, truly con-
cerned about the importance of the mass-paperback mnrket
to the cultural health of our nation.

The huge American presence in the mass market is sull
the main rock to move if we are ever to have a popular
literary culture of our own. It's likely that the distributors
and wholesalers won’t really start treating us fairly until it
seems likely that someone is actually going to use the gov-
emment stick on them. But it shouldn’t be forgotten that
Canadian publishers are businessmen too; and many, with
their agencies, have a vested interest in the continued flow
of American books into this country. There is talk in some
quarters of government aid (quotas or monetary help) to

make our mass paperbacks more competitive. If’ moneyisto -

be provided, care should be taken to ensure that it goes to
publishers who can prove they genuinely need it and know
how to use it. It should not go to publishers who are crying
for grants and loans because they are reluctant to muss the
symmetry of their balance sheets while they expand but
rather to true entreprencurs who are hunting for the right
awthors, developing the right line of books, taking real
risks, and accumulating the editorial, production, and
promotional expertise needed to survive and do well in the
mass-paperback market. Ultimately it will be healthier and
more satisfying if our writers and publishers take their share
of the market, rather than having it handed to them by the
government, That is still a long way off, though. Shortly
before starting to write this article I checked out a rews-
stand in the Bloor-Yonge interchange, Toronto’s busiest
subway station. The main rack held 180 tltles Only two of
them were Canadian books. O
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Sandbars

Oonalt McFer

“,.. the total effect ... is triumphant
.. touching our need to believe in

the beauty of our own childhood, in

showing us memories we are con-

vinced we could match if only we had

not mislaid or forgotten them ... 1

would call heran impdriant novelist.”

Saturday Night $11.95

The Invention of the World

Jack Hodgins

“...if you read Spit Delaney's Isiand
last year, Hodgins® first collection of
short stories, you already knew that
a major new talent had appeared on
the western horizon. The Invention of
the World is a brawling exuberant
novel with a Joycean energy that
makes the words Fairly leap off the
page ... an exciting novel of major
importance...."” Ottawa Journal
$10.95

Child of the Morning

Pauline Gedge

Egypt's woman pharoah, Hatshepsut,
was a beautiful child. prepared ta
marry her half-brother, Thothmes.
But her father had plans for her 1o
rule all Egypt, provided she wasn't
killed first. This novel is a stirring
tale of pageantry and power. Winner
of Lthe Search-for-a-New-Alberta
Novelist Competition. $5.95

Grattan O’Leary:

Recollections of People, Press
and Politics

Gratlan O'Leary

Foreword by Robert Stanficld

With his well-known blend of grace,
humour, Irish charm and outspoken
candour, Grattan O'Leary writes of
more than sixty years at the centre of
Canadian political life as reporter,
editor and Senator, Looking back, he
recalls the nation'sleaders heknewso
well from Laurier to Trudeau. Thisis
a unique memoir frankly teld by a
great man. $12.95

Available at all bookstores

M Macritian

The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited
70 Bond Street, Toronto M5B 1X3
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PAPERBACK REPORT

EXPORT, EH?

Listen you guys, once we had a big-time
paperback doll we could call our own

by Paul Stuewe

All right Johnny, grab some air! Louie’s going to bring the
car around bock and then we're going to take you and the
bimbo for a little trip down memory lane. You've got us
mad, you and all your talk about distributors and mass
markets and goverament subsidies. and we think it's time
vou found out about the guys at Export Publishing. Never
heard of them? N, they didn’t make what you call your
impressive literary splash, but they were the first company
to prow that Canadians could play in the paperback major
feagues with the rest of the big boys. Interested? O.K., but
Jirst.xou got to setile bock for a little history before we get 10
the really seamy stuff. Like, this fere is one of your class
publications, know what | mean?

IF THE PRECEDING article in thisissue has left you with the
impression that thgdpaperback book has just recently been
discovered by Canadian publishers, rest assured that In this,
as in most other fields. we do have atenuous tradition of

. ﬁ i . .
| i - ) b 2 N [ H 2l .

R&}‘n;and Sm.sr'ss..'dan_\'mmts coniribution to Export
Publishing's quickie list.

8 Books in Canada, May, 1977

false starts and shattered hopes. In the second half of the
19th century the country was flooded with cheap American
and British paperbacks of the “dime novel” variety, and
despite this unregulated competition. a few Canadian
examples of such material were produced. After 1891,

when Canadian books began to be protected by effective
copyright arrangements, the situation improved signifi-
cantly, and during the first decade of the 20th century the
Tomnto firm of McLeod & Allen established a successful

line of 25-cent paperback novels. For the most pan. how-
ever. Canadian publishers were handicapped by a small

domestic readership that made economies of scale difficult

to achieve, and thisin conjunction with the much greater
number of titles available to foreign firms meant that most
Canadian companies simply avoided the paperback market.

The Depression supplied a sharp but effective spur to the
production of paperbacks, and the modem era of soft-cover
publishing began with the establishment of Penguin Books
in Britain in 1935 and Pocket Booksin the U.S. in 1939. In
Canada, the British-owned firm of William Collins Sons &
Co. inaugurated its White Circle Pocket Edition line in the
early 1940s, and by 1949 was competing for the mass audi-
ence with such titles as Dangerous Honeymoon and
Murder Among Friends. In that same year the trade journal
of the domestic publishing industry, Quill & Quire, ran a
story on White Circle books that provides both an interest-
ing sidelight on the period and indications of a stirring na-
tional consciousness. in describing the use of photogenic--
young ladies for cover illugtrations, the Q & Q writer com-
mented: “The girlsare carefully chosen from Canada’s col-
lection of beautiful models, so that with the wide and ever-
growing circulation of. these books, Canada’s particular
type of beauty will be known al over the world.” Say
“maple leaf,” " sweetheart.

.Thus them were |ots of paperbacks being sold here in the
late 1940s. but only afew were being writfen by Canadians
and none was being published’ by Canadian-owned firms.
The opportunities were obvious to a group of Toronto busi-
nessmen who had already established a successful chain of
suburban newspapers. and so in 1949 Export Publishing
Enterprises Ltd. was born.

Export Publishing was a phenomenal success right fmm
the start. Although there was a strict paper quota till in
effect in 1949, its founders had accessto the substantia
supplies alloted to their newspaper operations and thus were
one jump ahead of any potential competitors. A trip to
book-starved Britain produced orders for al the paperbacks
they could print, and with the resulting letters of credit the
firm was able to arrange financing for a plant in New
Toronto and to begin producing books. _

At this point, with al systéms purrmP nicely, Export
found itself in desperate need of publishabletitles. It would
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HOW TO BE WELL
EVEN IF YOU ARENT ‘WIEM, HIBEMD

Join QPB, a new
bookelub idea. The
produce: great books
by great writers in full-
size, softcover editions.
The savings up to 65%
less than hardcover
prices. The reasoning:
If you don’t judge a
book by its cover, why
pay for the cover?

143. The Complete Works Of Lewis
Carroll. With an introduction hy

Alexander Woollcotr and llluseratlons by | <

Jubn Tenniel. QPBZ §5.95

" 372 The Uses Of Enchanements The | /¢

Meanmng and Importance of Fury Tales.
Bruno Bettelheim. Hardoover: $12.50
QPB Ed: $5.95 p
235. The Catalop Of Kits. Jeffrey
Feinman. (Phorer) QPB: $6.95

375. The Mediterrancan And The

Medirerranean World In The Age Of

PhilipIi, Yolumes [and II, Fernand vl e

Braudel. TranJared by Stin Reynolds
Ullus) Hardvover:.$35 QPB: $13.90

PB has a very simple
hilosophy.
Iesa book club for people

Choose any 3 books or
sets for only $1 each
with no obligation to
buy another book.

395. World Of Our Fathers. lrving Howe,
(Thuten). 17 hardcover: $14.95. QPB: $6.95. Same
text. fype size and number of pamgs. And only;

31 of o’ paer of your 3-book member-hip choice.

special
members’
prices for

the books

ou buy,

|Yncl uding the
introductory
offer, can
average as
little as $3.30

(T
$16.50%).

who love to read and
collect important works
of fiction and nonfiction,
but are stunned by cur-
rent bookstore prices.
The QPS‘altetlinauve
ves you the titles you
E;ant Y:ﬁlll-sue, soft-
cover editions. These are
books printed on fine
paper. as permanent and
durably bound as most
hardcover editions.
You'l get atleast one
bonus point for each
bookor set you buy, and
when you've accumu-
lated six bonus points
you will be ableto pick
another book or set free.
And withQPB'5carefully
sdectedlist. numbering
in the hundreds (many
available in softcover
only through QPB), no
serious reader will'have
a problem finding baoks
he or she has wanted
to own.

“Bxwed vn current average prices, includm s

Prices shommare US pruces

~huppirg, and sne bowk purchase every 6 months.

253. The Adventures Of Sherlock -
Holmes and The Memoirs OF
Sherlock Holmes. A. Conan Doyle

2 Vals) Mus QPB: $7.90

355, Saving The Queen. William E
gud;lue\r. Jr Hardcover: $7.95 QPB Ed:
b

381. The Photography Catalop

Edited by Norman Snyder with Carole

Kismaric and Don Myrus. {Illus.)

QPB: '$7.95

334. Tasmsajara Copking: A Vepetarian

Cooking Baok and The Tmssajnrn Bread

Buok. Edward Eplle Brown. (2 Vol..)

llus. QPB: $8

370. A Workd Ol' Movies: 70 Years of

Film History. Richard Lawton

{Photcs) Hardvover: 525 QPB:$7.95

171. Amerika, The Trial and The

Castle. Franz Kafka. (3 Vals) Handcover:

§22.40QPB: 37.35

2190 The Woild Of The Past. Edited

by Jacguecta Hawken. {2 Vols.) Maps anul
Photos. Hardvover: $20QPB: 511.90

222, The Americans, Daniel J.
Boorstin. (3 Vols.) Handcover: $47.50

*QPB: $14.85

1-0QB814-5

nres. | under-

16

Indicate by number the n
3 baoks or sets you want ]

i Name o .-!u;m

e PrI

| Address Apt

{ City Province, Code
How membership works 3. Free bh:nks. le:?‘h bookor
1. You receive (JPB Review 15 set you take (except the first 3 you
times each year{about every 3 gex for 51 each) you eain Bonus
wecks). Each #sue reviews a newr Points which entitle you to free books.
Main Selection. plus scores of You pay only shipping charges

Aliernates, All Main Selections with
established publisher list priccs.are
offered acat lease 20% discount off
thar List price. i

2.1 you want the Main Selection
donothang It will be shipped woyou
automatically. If you want one or
more Altremare books—or nobook
at all—indicate your decision on
reply form always enclosed and
retum it by che date specified.

4. Return privilege. if QPB
Reviewis delayed and vou receive
the Main Selection without having
had 10days to notify us, you may

*retumn it at our expense.

5. Cancellations. You may cancel
membershipat any time by notifying
QPB. We may cancel your member-
ship if you elect not to buy and pay
for a leasy one book in every six-
month periad

| Lets try each other for 6 months.

Quality Paperback Book Club, Ltd.,1700 Autoroute Laval

West, Laval (BQ.) H7S 2E2.Pleasecnroll meanI[:aBnnd send the

| 3 choices Uve listed helow: Bill me $3 plus shipping

| stndthatlamnotrequired o huyanother book, burif, after receiving

(PB Revivw for & months. | have not bought and paid for acleast {
book in every six-month period, you may cancel my membership,

-198. The Best Of Life. (Photos)

Hardvover: $19.95 QPB: 58.95

390. The lliad and The Odyssey
Homer. Translsred wath an Introduction
by Richmond Lartimore. (2 Vols.)
Hardoover: $25.90QPB Ed: $9.95-
348. Peanuts Jubilee: My Life and An
with Charlie Beown and Others.

Charles M. Schulz. Handvover: $29.95
QPB: $7.95

119, The Teachings OFf Don Juan, A
Scparate Reality and Journey To
1xtlan. Carln Cataneda. (3 Vobo.,
Boxed) Hardoover: $26.85 QPB: §8.85
228. The Life And Work Of
Sigmund Freud. Ernest fones. The
Letters Of Sipmund Freud. Edived by
Ernst L. Freud. (2 Vols.) Hindcover:
$21.95QPB: 511.90

260, The New Catalogoe OF
Catalopues: The Complete Guide ro
World-Wide ping by Mail. Maria Dc
La Idesla. (Phoios) QPB: $7.95

106, The Right And The Power
The Peosecprinmof Warengae. Leon
Jaworski. Hardvover: S9.91

QPB EJ: 54.95

180. The Rolliny Stone {llustrated
History Of Rock & Roll. Edired by-
Jim Mullee DeslipenL by Robere Kingsbury
Hardvover: $19.95 QPB: S9.9%

132. Car’s Cradle, Slaughterhonse-
Five and Breakfast Of Champions
Kurt Vennegut. {3 Vob..) Hardcover:
$23.85 QPB: 58,35

357. Sunflower Splendor: Three
Thousand Yearn Of Chinese Iaetry. Co-
edirad by Wo-chi Lin and Inangz Yucheny
Lo. Hardeover: $17.50 QPB: $6.95
352. Against Our Will: Men. Women
and Rape. Suan Brownmiller
Hardcaver: $10.95 QPB Ed: 54.95
179. All The President”s Men. Carl
Bernzeln & Bob Woodward. (Photos)
Handvover: $10.95 QPB: $4.95

7 The
Qe first
book
club
for smart
people who

arent rich.
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PAPERBACIK REPORT
T

have been easiest to purchase the paperback rights to best-
selling Canadian hardbacks, but two factors made thii
|m;t)1ract|cal: there just weren't very many Canadian-
authored best sellers around in1949; and those that did exist
were in dmost every case unsuitable for the mystery/
adventure/romance requirements of a high-volume Gvaﬂ -
back publisher. So Export did the next best thing.
holding the fort with such flashy American imports as Calf
House Madam and Red Lights in the Village (Greenwich,
and not about its traffic problems). it began a frantic search
for home-grown talent with the ability to knock off a novel
and an appropriate number of characters at breakneck speed
for a flat fee of $400. _ _

Those who answered the call were quite a mixed bag:
Raymond Souster penned The Winter OF Time under the
pseudonym of “Raymond Holmes,” and Hugh Gamer con-
tributed [Vaste No Tears as **Jarvis Warwick,” a name that
reflected an earlier period of residence at theWarwick Hotel
on Toronto’s Jarvis Street. Perhaps the most amusing alias
was affixed to a book by playwright and novelist Ted Allan,
who as “Alice K. Doherty” loosed Low Is @ Long Shot
upon an unsuspecting world.

These familiar names were joined by another gmup of
writers who were more closely associated with the operation
of Export Publishing and, having no literary reputations
m protect, tended to use their real names. Al Pamer, a
Montreal newspaperman. took tweo walks on the seamy
side with Sugar-Puss on Dorchester Street and Montreal
Confidential, and Danny Halperin, a specialist in pulp
fiction of the “true confessions” variety, tried his hand at a
sports novel with Seconds e Co. The most prolific member
of the group was managing editor Tedd Steele, who used his
own name for Artists, Models and Murder and Trail OT

ile-

Vengeance, and assumed the identities of “David Forrest”
for Torch Of Violence and “Jack Benedict” for The
Pagans.

port spent a lot of time on itstitles -in some cases,
more than seems to have been expended in writing the
books — and Tedd Steele remembers many an editorial
conference devoted to finding a catchy moniker for an
acceptable but dully titled manuscript. His own Artists,
Maodels and Murder. for example, began lifeas “ The Por-
trait Murder Case.” and there is no denying that the revised
version presents three potentially engaging concepts where
there was only one before. Who knows, perhaps The Tin
Flute would have sold even better as Blow. Man. Blow or
My Instrument Ain't Made Of Wood; and what could have
been done with As For Me and My House. The Nymph and
the Lamp and Ronghing It in the Bush certainly staggers the
imagination.

But Export Publishing never had the chance m go on to
bigger and better things. In December, 1950, the New
Toronto plant was destroyed by tire, and for a business
where speed and volume determined performance this was a
catastrophe that simply could not be surmounted. Although
Export had only a very brief time in the sun. it did demon-
strate that a Canadian publishing company using state-of-
the-art techniques could more than hold its own with foreign
competition. Tedd Steele recalls the high point of hi career
at Export: “One day | got onto the Bloor streetcar and
noticed that the motorman was reading one of the books I

had written, Trail OF Vengeance. He wasso absorbed in it
that he tried to keep reading it between stops, and | thought
m myself that this was the highest compliment anyone
would ever pay me. It really made my day.” O

O i

RARE AND SOFTLY

That yellowed paperback you're tossing
out may be touched with green

by Art Cuthbert

IFIT HASN' T happened. it will: some occasiona reader of
science fiction will drop in at a second-hand book shop and

ot aremembered paperback. He'll pick it up and head for
the counter, feelir]ﬂ nostalgic and fishing for a quarter. And
the book seller will say. “That's $10 please.” )

If the buyer’s curiosity overcomes his indignation, he
may become a collector of first-edition paperbacks. Nostal-
?la is often the prime motivation of such converts, and

antasy and science fiction are the areas of the trade where
most collecting is done, just because more of those titles
appeared first in soft covers. “And a first edition isa first
ggétlmn, however it's bound,” says Norman Hart, a Toronto
er.
10 Baoks in Canada. May. 1977

+ When mass-market paperbacks infiltrated the exotica of
collectable first editions, they broughta motley of curious
values. Consider the personal paperback trove of Steve
Temple, built up during his several yearsin the Toronto
second-hand book trade.” There's a first edition of A. 1.
Liebling's classic The Press; in spite of ik popularity, it
never did have a hardeover printing as far as Temple knows.

An earIY Tarzan novel. At the Earth’s Core. is valued for
its cover illustration by Frank Frazetta, an artist widely ad-
mired by fantasy fans. And Temple likes the Art Deco cover
on an old Dell “*crime map” mystery (remember the paﬂe
that showed where al the clues were discovered?) and the
lurid artwork designed to sell an early Harlequin novel,



Biood of the North by James Hendricks. Harlequin didn't
always restrict its publishing to romances, and Temple says
he knows of two early titles by Brian Moore. though his
years of watching have failed to spot either.

It's not necessary that a collectable paperback be the first
edition of its text. Temple values his copy of Robert
McAlmon's There Was a Rustle Of Black Silk Stockings
because he believes the original hardback version was a very
small edition printed privately in Paris in the 1920s. In this
case the paperback was the lint to have general distribution.

Most of the books mentioned above would bring only a
few dollars. The bigger money, as this trade goes, is in first

The fragility of paperbacks will cause the
prices of rarities to rise even faster than
those of comparable cloth-bound editions.

editions of the work of Jack Kerouac, a cult figure to his
generation. Maggie Cassidy, first pubfished in 1959, is now
worth $15 in good condition. and the price is rising. But
Iikeany market. this one can move either way. *‘In the cold
light of critical history. Kerouac may be tom to shreds, like
Kipling was.” admits Temple. “But his first editions will
remain valuable as long as there are people who can be
sentimental about him. He means something to my genera-
tion.”

He means a lot to Nicky Drumbolis. If Temple is a com-
mercial collector. Drumbolis is a passionate one. and his
passion began with Kerouac. “There are a lot of parallels
in his life and his writings that brought writing off the page
and into the mind, into the soul. for me. Kerouac was the
door. If | can find one of his books in a cheap edition, it's
the content I'm after. But Tristessa isn’t available in any
edition but the first. and it's a paperback.” (Collins Pub-
lishers has been bringing out new hardback editions of
Kerouac. and the list now includes Maggie Cassidy, but not
Tristessa.)

Drumbolis confesses to a gluttonous appetite for books:
“But now I've reached a point in collecting where if |
don’t have the book it's almost as enjoyable as having it, a
sort of excruciatingly_lovelv, dilemma.” His collection of 20
Kerouac paperbacks has come to him almost 'by osmosis.
Friends know of his interest, and the books appear. Drum-
bolis says hedoes sometimes pay premium prices-but the
determining factor is usually his relationship with the seller.
“If 'm intimidated. I'll usually pay the money and run.”

Steve Temple has assembled his collection of first-edition
paperbacks without any large investment. He found most of
them in the boxes of old softcover books that came into IS
former store and ended up on the low-priced rack out frent.
Temple culled them carefully and kept what he knew to be
valuable and what he thought might become so. “The mar-
ket is not really established now ét all,” he adds. “Most
rare-book dealers ignore paperbacks entirely.”

This turns out to be generally true among the antiquarian
shops in the high-rent district, although they're aware of the
market and have long dealt in a parallel commodity: un-
bound and paperbound ephemerz of many kinds — uncor-
rected pmof copies. playbills, bmadsheets, and other mater-
ial valued for its social and historical importance, if not for
its literary interest.

The same values can apply to mass-market paperbacks.
Penguin. the first paperback publisher, has long commis-
sioned “Penguin Specials.” works by well-known writers
on matters of immediate interest. H. G. Wells's The Com-
ma Sense OF War and Peace, published in 1940, wouldn't
attract a large audience for any new printing and so the
original paperback is apparently the first and only edition.

The University of Western Ontario
President’s Medal Awards

$1,000 plus a gold medal will be awarded in
each of four categories for work done in 1977.
Prizes will be awarded in the Spring of 1973.

1 Literary award for poetry or short story
in English published in a Canadian
periodical.

2 Scholarly award will be for an article in ¢
English for the general reader published
in a Canadian learned journal.

3&4 Two articles, one in French, the other
in English, of outstanding excellence
published in a Canadian general interest
magazine.

For further details contact:
Dean J. G. Rowe

IB781G78
The Faculty of Arts
The University of

&
Western Ontario

ip London, Ontario

NBA 3K7

Eighth
Toronto
Antiquarian
Book Fair

Crystal Ballroom,
King Edward Hotel,Toronto

Thursday 12 May: 5-11 pm
Friday 13 May: 12~10 pm
Saturday 14 May: 11 am-6 pm

Admission: $3. (good for entire Fair),
$2. (good for last two days)
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[t's valuable now to scholars of Wells, of course, but also as
a document of its time. However, it was printed on cheap
wartime stock that has already turned yellow and would
crack if the pages were bent. Temple believes the fragility of
paperbacks will cause the prices of rarities torise even faster
than those of comparable cloth-bound collectables. He
thinks the uptown dealers are ignoring paperbacks at their

il
First editions can still turn UB in the remainder racks of
the big retail chains and in the bins of used books kept by
second-hand dealers. This makes it a game anyone can play
a negligible cost. Temple's own copy of Tristessa, which
he values at more than $15. shows it was once on
somebody’s three-for-a-quarter rack. Such racks are filled

3

HAPPILY IN

A BIND

The lyf so short, the
craft so long to lerne ...

. by Richard Landon

IN A SMALL, crowded workshop in the Ontario countryside
near Woodview a highly skilled craftsman practises an art
that isas old as the book itself. Michael Wilcox is a fine
bookbinder and from his hahds emerge some of the most
exquisitely designed and executed bindings ever produced
in Canada. He also refurbishes older books that have de-
teriorated through age and use and thus has developed his
skills to include the restoration of paper, leather, and cloth.
Wilcox has operated his one-man bindery as a master
craftsman for the past eight years; but tine binding is not a
craft quickly or easily acquired. In 1955, at the age of 15,
he began a six-year apprenticeship in Bristol. England,
transferring to the large English firm of George Bayntun in
1960. During the first five years of his apprenticeship, in
addition to hiswork. he attended classes at the Bristol Col-
lege of Technology and studied subjects related to book-
binding. After completion of his apprenticeship, he worked
for a short period as a journeyman and attended further
classes in drawing end design. In 1962 Wilcox emigrated to
Canada but found that he could only utilize his skills
through a series of temporary bookbinding jobs. He then
obtained employment with the Royal Ontario Museum and
spent six years doing no professional binding at al. By this
time. however. the demand for line bindings and delicate
;g)air work from private book collectors, antiquarian book-
lers. and university libraries had become large enough to
support a commercia operation. Wilcox now Is employed

12 Books in Canada. May, 1977

with other people’s discards, and it might pay to check
before you dump your next load of tired books. Not every
dedler will warmn you when you're about to pan with an
unsuspected gem. ’

Paperback collecting offers an extra challenge to those
who like to discover new authors whom others miss.
Mass-market softcover books don’t usually have an ex-
tended opportunity to catch on. If they fail to sdll in their
first two weeks on the racks, most are turned into pulp. And
so there aren’t many copies around of Canary in a Cat
House, Kurt Vonnegut Ir,’s first and scarcest book, says
Temple. His copy is the only one he's ever seen. It's a
paperback, bearing its original price: 35 cents. Temple
doesn't place a value on his copy. It's not for sale. O
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Michael Wilcax with a rebound copy of the Kelmscott Chaucer, printed by
William Morrls and owned by Monk Bretion Books of Toronlo.

part-time by the Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library at the
University of Toronto to restore a large collection of books
in the history of medicine, with funding provided by the
Jason A. Hannah Ingtitute for the History of Medicine and
Related Sciences. -Private collectors and dedlers are
clamouring for his services and he has far more work than
he can comfortably handle.

Fine bookbinding is’a slow and deliberate art, steeped in
tradition, and each of the several steps required must be
completely and properly finished in turn. Basically there
are two main processes involved: “forwarding” and
“finishing.” What the customer sees when his book has
been rebound is the result of finishing: new leather, decor-
ated with a design and beautifully tooled. Underneath,
however, and hidden from view, is all the meticulous repawr
work. The book may have required painstaking repair of its
paper, each leaf restored with thin tissue that can be stained
to match the paper of the book. Each leaf may have required
washing to remove old dirt and stains and, as part of that
process, the paper will have been de-acidified to neutralize
acidic deposits that cause paper eventually to crumble. All
the gatherings of leaves must then be resewn by hand over
thick cords that will eventually form the raised bands on the



spine of the book and be laced through the boards to hold
the covers in place. The covers, of acid-free mat board, will
be cut to size and fitted. The leather (morocco goatskin or
calf), also acid-free, will be fitted over the covers and back
of the book and then the forwarding process will-be com-
pleted.

Finishing, the decoration and tooling of the binding, can
only be performed after a design has been created and the
drawings for it executed. This is the most creative aspect of
the binder's work for he will attempt to design a binding
that harmonizes with the book itself. This requires a de-
tailed knowledge of the history of binding, since different
styles have evolved in different countries during different
historical periods. An I8th-century’ medical text may re-
quire a binding of panelled calf, tooled in a restrained and
simple manner, that will imitate the style and materials used
by an 18th-century binder. If, at the opposite exireme, the
book is a modern French literacy work with ilustrations, a
very different kind of design will be required and he may
decide that morocco. decorated with different coloured
leathers in a design that reflects one of the illustrations, will
be most appropriate. Each book will present a different
design challenge. .

Some collectors will have their own design ideas and
discuss them with the binder, But when having work done
by an artist such as Michael Wilcox, most collectors are
coment to trust his taste and judgement. Virtually every
prominent collector in Toronto will confirm that there are
never disappointments.

When the design is completed, it is transfesred to the
leather-covered boards and tooled, using band finishing
tools of various designs. Ideally. a binder should have a
lurze selection of tools so that he can create a variety of
designs; Bayntuns, where Wilcox worked in England, has
10.000. The tools are engraved brass pieces with wooden
handles and, unfortunately, the design and manufacture of
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them is even more specialized than fine binding. Michael
Wilcox has been forced to design and cut his own finishing
tools, using gravers and needle files, and thus his skills
embrace yet another ancient craft. Often he will cut special
tools for specific books: a tiny, exquisite fox, for instance,
to decorate the binding of an edition of Reynard the Fox, or
delicate rods and creels for Walton’s Compleat Angler.
Fine bookbinders, as master craftsmen and artists, prefer .
to spend their time on the most creative aspects of binding:
the designing and finishing. Traditionally sewing was done
by women and Michael's wife Suzanne helps him with that
process. The other tasks of forwarding were carried out by
apprentices and Wilcox could usefully employ some assist-
ants. The difficulty is that there is no real apprentice system
in Canada and few young people are willing to commit
themselves to the long period required to learn the craft
properly. As Wilcox points out, you can tell a 15-year-old
to perform a task and keep him at it until it is right; it is
much more difficult to use the same technique with a univer-
sity graduate in his 20s, and most of the enquiries about
‘apprenticeships have come from graduates. Wilcox would
also need to expand his operation considerably to accom-
modate any assistants; he would need a new larger shop and
would be forced to become an ‘‘employer.” Much of the
personal satisfaction of Michael Wilcox is derived from
being able to work on his own, at his own pace, accepting
work if he thinks the job will be interesting. :
From the window of his shop he overlooks a beaver pond
and can pause in his work to watch the industrious crafismen
of the animal world. He is able to practise an art and a craft;
1o derive simple but profound satisfaction from being a good
workman, and also realize the aesthetic satisfaction of a
creative, artistic process. Every day he achieves what many
people, canght in the complexities of modern society, only
dream about. His work rests on the shelves of collectors and
libraries all over North America, testifying to his skill and
creativity. [0 -
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Yonge and beautiful

by Harry Bruce

Toronto Short Stories. edited by
Morris Wolfe and Douglas Daymond,
Doubleday, 352 pages. $12.50 cleth
(SBN 0O 385 12848 7) and $6.95 paper

(JSBN 0 385 12849 5).

\WHEN PETER C. Newman worked for
Beland Honderich as the senior man on
the Toronto Ster editorial page, the
paper ran a series in which such
distinguished non-writers and part-time
writers as Mayor Bill Dennison, Ed
Mirvish. Morton Shulman, Floyd
Chalmers, and Claude Bissell declared
Toronto to be a great city, a growing
city. a fun city, a swinging city. a
cosmopolitan city and, over and over

ain. a city “*where the action is.”
The series was called “*My Toronto™
and, when it appeared in paperback
(complete with a 132-word foreword

by Newman), a Star editor asked me to
review it for $65. [ said, *'Sure,"" and
promptly gave it the merciless stomp-
ing its mushiness invited.

The series had struck me as an
exercise in both small-town boosterism
and sucking up to celebrities, but I did
acknowledge that the real writers in My
Toronto — June Callwood, Doug Feth-
erling, George Jonas, Fred Bodsworth
and, yes, Gordon Sinclair, to name
most of them — had rescued the book. 1
said: *It's the people who give you a
piece of themselves, those who confess
the experience of living, that make My
Toronto. It’s the trying to be wise, it's
the trying to pronounce on why the city
is the way it is, that almost breaks it.
There ought to be a lesson in that for
some smart editor.”"

Maybe there was. Some smart editor
killed my review. I got my $65 all right
but not the satisfaction of ever seeing
my low opinion of a Srar series appear
on the Star book page. The Star had
published at least 100,000 of my words
before and, in years to come, it would
publish 100,000 more; biit, in this case,
perhaps my prose was just not up to the
standards of the politicians, professors,
ad men, and businessmen who had
adorned Honderich-Newman’s editor-
ial page with emissions about their
Torontos. That was eight years ago,
and why do I tefl it now to you, a perfect
stranger? It’s to introduce a book that,
as a captor of the moods and smells and
very soul of my home town, is every-
thing that My Toromte was not.

The book is Tordnto Short Stories.
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It's fiction by 20 men and women “ho
give you pieces of themsdlves as Toron-
tonians, “ho not only confess. but also
create and radiate the experience of
living in Toronte. Editors Morris Wolfe
and Douglas Daymond. however, did
not choose the stories simply because
they said something about the city.
Atter all. bad writing can do that.
“ Each story had to work first of all as
literature.” they say in their introduc-
tion. “It had to offer some fresh insight
ur perception: most of all, it had to
provide enjoyable reading.” Torento
Short Stories offers no lectures; it is all
seduction.

Some of the authors were born in
Tomnto. went away. returned, settled
in for good (Morley Callaghan, David
Lewis Stein). Some were born in
Toronto but settled elsewhere (David
Helwig. Queen’'s University: Hugh
Hood. University of Montreal; Don
Bailey “ho. for a while. “as a prlsoner
in Kingston Penitentiary). Some ar-
rived in Tomnto by way of other
birthplaces: the Soviet Union (irena
Friedman). Barbados SAustin Clarke),
England (Hugh Gamer). Virginia (Tim
Christy). New Brunswick (Raymond
Fraser). Wingham (Alice Munro).

Some of them (Callaghan, Gamer,
Margaret Atwood and, asan editor and
writer, Robert Fulford) are institutions
in modern Canadian literature. The
names Of others are household words
only in their own houses. Some of the
stories are small classics. Thousands of
Hugh Hood connoisseurs, for instance.
already know his “Recollections of the
Works Department” as a gentle
masterpiece of nostalgia. But eight of
these stories have never before ap
peared in a book. “Home Grown in the
East End” -addlicioustale about the
hideous fate of a fat voyeur — is
Marilyn Powell’s first piece of pub-
lished fiction.

But I'linot classify the stories by
type. or rank them. or recite favourites.
I'd rather describe their strange cumu-
lative power. As the Toronto details
pile up. as the Toronto people do good
Toronto things hut mostly bad Teronto
things to one another in assorted
Tomnto locations. the city itself be-
comes a character and it finally domi-
nates every page. Some of the stories,
such as Margaret Gibson's “The
Butterfly Ward.” do not heavily de-

end for their effectiveness on their

aving happened in Toronto. But in
company with stories chat are dense
with Toronto aroma. such as Irena
Friedman’s **The Meilson Chocolate
Factory.” even these become the city’s
creations. The butterfly ward becomes
un inescapably Torentonian butterfly
ward.

This happens even with images and
phrases. Snow melts and sidewalks
steum in northern cities around the

14 Books in Canada. May, 1977

world and yet, when “the snow “as
melting and the sidewalk steaming near
the main entrance’ to a department
store in Callaghan’s “*A Wedding
Dress,”” “the “thaw s peculiarly a
Toronto thaw: and this iSs not just
because Callaghan’s Lena Schwartz
lived in a Wellesley Street boarding
house.

It is aso because Don Bailey saYs
“The summer “as dying so beautifully
we decided to teke the ferry to the
idand and sort of see jt off,” and you
know the idand, don't you? It was also
because Raymond Fraser's down-
and-out New Brunswickers’ mom “as
on Jarvis Street. ““on the top floor of an
old brick house with weedsin thefront
yard, the bricks soot-blackened and the
windows filmed over with dust.”* It was
aso because Man Cohen knows “those
late summer heatwaves that sometimes
hold Toronto to ransom”; and David
Lewis Stein knows about Front Street at
Union Station, *‘the glamorous heart of
the city, the taxis wheeling and swerv-
ing, their passengers dashing out of the
windy streets to catch trains for distant
places or disappearing into the warmth
and music of the Royal York Hotel.”

Alice Munm'’s “Dance of the Happy
Shades’ needs no help inits evocation
of Tomnto atmosphere, but gets it
anyway. The knowledge that Hugh
Hood's “coal-ass’ gang might well
have patched her “‘cindery summer
street” on a Iong-gione “hot gritty
summer day” digtills her Toronto
fiavour. The book works that way. If
you have ever let Toronto push along
way inside you, you'll not be able to
read Toronto Short Stories without
feding the old town barging back into
your gut.

For nine years. | haven't been in
Toronto for more than afew days at a
time. I’ ve not wanted to stay longer.
and | do not want to live there. And yet,
Toronto Short Stories has given mem
first surge of home-sickness since | left
for good. It reminds me of one of the
rare fine sentences in rhe abominable
My Torono. It “ as by June Callwood
and it said: “I came to the dazzling and
healing redlization that | love this bi%
dirty. noisy and ornery city very much,
and for more reasons than | will ever
know.” &

Two ladies
not for burning

The Malahat Review, No. 41: A
Margaret Atwood Symposium,
edite ta/(LindaSapdler, general editor
Robin Skelton, University of Victoria,
Victoria, B.C., single copies $2 (At-
wood issue no” sold out); annual sub-

scription $8.

Canadian Fiction Magazine, No.
23: A Special Issue on Jane Rule.
edited by Geoff Hancock, Box 46422.

Station G, Vancouver, annuat sub-
scription $9. i

By MARIAN ENGEL

WRITING s the cheapest of the arts,
which is why so many “omen are able
to practise it and have been for so long.
Fi Fm and darkrooms, points and
studios. advanced music lessons and
practice rooms are out of reach of
people with pan-time jobs and babies;

, but paper and typewriters ate cheap,
easy to find, and operable at odd hours.
Therefore we no” have a culture where
“omen are among the predominant
writers.

Actudly | don’t fed it'svery safe for
us lo predominate this way: some day
it's going to occur to someone like
Pierre Trudeau or Bill Davis to clap us
back in the genie bottles “here we
belong. Perhaps a beginning has been
made in these two specia issues,
Canadian Fiction Magazine’s tribute
to Jane Rule. and Malahat Review's
denser but still rather strange Fest-
schrift for Margaret Atwood.

Of the two, the Atwood magazine is
much the more ambitious. It runsto 228
pages compared with CFM's 144.
contains tri bu_teuJ)oems by Gwendolyn
MacEwan, Linda Sandler, Tom Mar-
shall, George Woodcock. and George
Jonas: poems | do not as easily connect
with Atwood by Janis Rapoport, Al
Purdy, and Susan Musgrave; an inter-
view with Atwood as well as examples
of her manuscripts; a poem and ashort
story by her; critical articles by Rick
Salutin (wherein Survival istaken asa
Marxist work), Robin Skelton, and
George Woodcock; and a good deal
else. There are photographs of Atwood
rampant. passant. guardant, hatted,
bicycled, Niagara Fallsed, and simi-
larly displayed on ceremonial occa-
sions. The most human and Atwood-
like are by Graeme Gibson.
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This magnificent book is yours

FREE

with a no-strings-attached
trial membership
in Canad#’s own book club!

ARTS OF THE ESKIMO: PRINTS. A superb, clothbound, 10%"'x10%"
presentation in text and pictures of tha rich diverslty of the graphic
arts from Canada's northland, printed on highest quality paper, bound
in heavy cloth-covered boards and embellished with decorative head
and tall bands and coloured endpapers. Contains 105 full-page repro-
ductions of Eskimo prints in their original colours, together with com=
plete annotations and analysis. ARTS OF THE ESKIMO: PRINTSIsa
comprehensiva survey of Canada’s most exiting original " artistic ex-
pression and one of the most beautiful books ever produced in this
country.

Offered in the bookstores at 827.50, ARTS OF THE ESKIMO:
PRINTS is yours FREE when you acespta VIal membership in the
Reader’s Club of Canada and chogse your first Selectionlsl from the
typical Club offerings dgscribed below.

THE READERS CLUB OF CANADA is Canada’s own book
dub. The books on this Page are typical of the Club’s offer-
mg? And right now you can have Arts of the Eskimo: Prints,
a X27.50 value, free v/hen you choose your first Club Selec-
tion(s? and accept a no-strings-attached trial membership in
the Club.

Founded in 1959, the Readers Club is owned and operated
by Canadians to serve the distinctive needs of thoughtful
Canadian readers. Now, with the help of the Secretary of
State and the Canada Council. the Readers' Club is able to
enroll additional members.

The Club offers you the carefully-chosen best of new and
important Canadian books. There Is no membership fee and
o Minimum purchase requirement; you buy as few or as
many books through the Club as you please.

Take one (or more) of these important

A R e O W T e

-\.

And you save
money. Selections are -
frequently offered at special ™.
prices. And the Club’'s Bonus
Plan can stretch your book-buyings ™~
dollar by as much as twenty-five,percent. ~-_
You will also receive a free subscription”to Cmadian
Reader, the Club’slively monthly journal about Canadian
books and writing. o .
Freguent savings. No minimum purchases. Convenientac-
cess to the best in Canadian writing. And, on top of all this, a
free copy of Arts 0f the ESKimo:” Prints as an introductory
bonus!
Lots to gain ... and nothing to lose.. . . choose your first
Sdlection(s) today!

-

Canadian books as your first Club Selection

1209 Lcdy Oracls. Margaret Atwoed's new
beatsoller. A eomic tourde-force In vhich a
vuriter of gothic novels tries o escapa from

1223 Tha Er-my That Mover bWos. Ken
Adzehl. An ghoorbing, brilllant history of
Joponzzy Canadions and have they houg been

1378 Rond: A Canzdisn in Sosrch of o
Country, Peter Desbarats. This first, full-
scale biography af tha man who has becama

1335 Tho Past ond Futura Lond. Martin
O'Malley. A vivid and moving account of
the Berger Inquiry's northern community

triatid in th2 Ignd they have choszen. lI-
Tustearcd. S14.95

1270 A Vry Douhla Lifo. CP. Stcay. A
ez aling pordit of Liackenzia King's some-
tim:z bizorre ond irrotional privote life,
210.85

1220 Tha Forficd Rood: Canafa 1923-57.
Donad Creighton, Our most emminent his-
torize vorites of the yoars In which wo
charn:d from British colony to American
colony. "Grac:d with wit ond styls™. il-
lustratd. SILE5

10690 Hcar. Mavian Engal, “Fascinating and
prafourd this novel cpeoks of o woman's
<3632 journgy toward o sersa of commun-
lon with ol living creatures.” DMergaret
Laurene), 872.55

11C3 [lorth By 2000. H.A. Horgreaves, A
firsecuor oalicetion of Concdian science fie-
tian by a writcr who emphatlzes the human
s5id) of man's futura conditlon, 58.95

1223 Tha Boyd Gany. Marjorio Lamb and
Bzrry Pocoreon. For tho first time, the com-
pfata ctory of Canzda’s most famoaus bank
robhord whooz cxploits foscinatad Conzdlang
in 195%. Actionpacked and heavlly I-
Tuzteztcd, $12.00

1150 [lot In Valn. Photos by Ken Bell;
tost by C.P. Stacoy. Bells magnificently-
reproducid photographs shovy the Canadian
batticficlds of YWestirn Buropz at thev were
In X271 and as they laok taday. §9.95

her life and lovers. $70.00.

1372 Colombe’s Canadian Referonces. John
Robert Colomba. A uniquely usaful and
emernaininggulde to than 6,000 peaple,
places end things of Canddlan Interast. Fifty
subjact categories ranging from politics to
sparts, from business to entertainment. Over

' 800 pagss. $14.95

1331 In Ay Time. Thamas H, Raddall. Tha
eandid, enthralling autablography of one of
our most populer novelists and historical
wiritars, Rlustrated, $14.95

1308 Margo Olfver's Weskend Mapgazine
Monu Cookbook. An easy-to-use cookbook
with recipss end menes for svery seacon and
occasion.

1282 Woman of Labsador, EHzabeth Gdu-
die recalls her life as a trapper’s wife. The
Vancouver Sun says, “this is great Htarature,
quite passibly the best Canaca has praduced
yer."” Nlustrated, $10.00

1337 Tha Soventh Hoxagram, lan McLach-
lan. The stunning new novel of mystery,
sfventure and politics in the seamy undor-
viorld of Honpg Kong. $9.95

1262 Ulomon in the Canadlan Mosale. Ed.
by Gwen Mathazon. Eightesn challenging es-
says by and about Canadian vvomen. Roze-
mary Brewun, Margaret Awvood, Graca Hart-
;?zn.mlltw Macpherson, fourteen others.

hearings. Dene and [nult speak In their own
wordsabout thelr land and their lives. S75.60

1201 The Loacack Niedal Treasury. Selec
ted by Ralph L. Curry. Three decades of the
bast of Canadian humour. $71.95

1304 Grandma Prafcrred Steak. Gregory
Clark. An entertaining collection of Clark’s
best pleces written for The- Psoksack, a
spacial featurs that ran for T4 years in most
Canadlan nevsspapers. $7.95
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the most imporzant palitician in Canada to-
day Is an overnight bastsellor. $10.00

1058 The Colfected Poems of E.J, Pratt.
Revited and enlarged to include all of the
poet’s major viorks. $71.60.

1382 Tha Dector's Wifo. Brian Moore. The
shy, mpressed wife of s doctar Is tuddenly
makened by 8 much younger man, “Tha
litorury communlty stands in awe of Moore's
special ient for depicting women®. $8.95
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A section of photographic collages
seemingly erected to the memory of the
1974 image of what we thought of
Atwood, by P. W. Jarrett, strikes me as
sexually menacing-nude approached
by blunt male fingernails, breasts and
binoculars; nude, avocado and hard-
boiled egg: butterfly-woman at the end
of mine-shaft; Venus with bomb. These
images of what men seem to want to
think of women don’t have anything to
do with Atwood as | know her. Butthen
I’'m no good at thinking of women as
sex-objects.

In her interview with LindaSandler,
Atwood talks about the object she has
become for other people. “ Poems by
men.” she says. “about the wicked
behaviour of women are part of a
venerable tradition going back at least
as far as the Elizabethans' Cruel Mis-
tress. ... We don't bat an eyelid when
we read about bitch goddesses or when
we see portraits of women with big tits
and no heads. But women aren’t sup-
posed to say nasty things about men.
[t's not nice and it's not conventional.

Hence the imny of the collages.

Jane Rul€' s body of work Isnot as
extensive as Atwood's, but as a writer
she has been the victim of distortions of
image too. A recent controversy has
raged over whether, as a leshian, she
has been deprived of critical attention, |
have a strong feeling that her neglect
was caused rather by the tub—thumtplng
nationalism a lot of us encouraged for a
whilein order to %et things like Books
in Canada and the Writers Union
going: it wasn't her lesbianism but her
Americanism that made her work ir-
relevant for atime. She has aright to
be indignant_about that, as Bharati
Mukherjee has. although the compen-
sation for both has been. | think, access
to American markets a lot of us were
denied when Canadian writers were
thought of as dull beyond considera-
tion.

Rule, in this special issue of Cana-
diun Fiction Magazine, comes off very
well. although Geoff Hancock's Inter-
view is too long and diffuse. The
opening chapter of The Young in One
Another's Arms is better than recent
savage reviews led me to expect. and it
is pleasant to journey through Rul€'s
novels in the company of her friend
Helen Sonthoff. Her short story, “Out-,
lander.” is not the best she has done: it
covers 20 years in 20 pages and would
probably work out better as a novel. On
the other hand. Atwood's story. “The
Reﬁf)lendent Quetzal,” is flawed as
well -or perhaps | am just becoming
an old formalist as far as the short story
goes.

Both these issues are interesting
tributes. though they leave me with the
ueasy feding that. for a writer. “B
their works ye shall know them” is till

the best motto. O
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Flash-Author

robbed on way

to book fair

The Correspondence of Erasmus,
Volume Ill: Letters 298 to 445, 1514
to 1516. translated from the Latin by
R.A.B. M{)nors and D.F.S. Thomson,
annotated by James K. MeConica, U of
T Press, illustrated, 392 pages, $25

cloth (ISBN 0 8020 2202 2).
By RICHARD LANDON

vOLUMES oF this magnificent edition
appear with commendable regularity.

ventually the “Collected Norks of
Erasmus’ will include al hi corres-
pondence and his principal works,
translated into readable English and
annotated inascholarly fashion. Itis one
of the most ambitious publishing pro-
jects currently being carried on in
Canadaandrichly deserves the generous
support of the Canada Council It has so
far received.

The amount of Erasmus correspon-
dence available to the editors of this third
volume has increased dramatically, re-
flecting the permanent establishment of
his reputation as the leading scholar of
his time. Here presented are 151 |etters,
covering a period of only two years, and
there is a nice balance between letters
from Erasmus and thosesent to him. For
most of this period Erasmus was en-
gﬁed in editoria work for the press of
Johann Fmbett at Basle. Froben had
contracted with him to publish his
edition of the letters of St. Jerome, his
revised text of Seneca and a new
trandation of the New Testament. The
speed with which these works issued
from the press is an eloquent tribute
both to the academic industry of Eras-
mus and to the efficiency of Renais-
sance publishing.

Interesting facts concerning publish-
ing and bookselling in the early 16th
century continually emerge from these
|etters. Beatus Rhenanus, an important
editor who supervised the publication of
many of Erasmus works, refersin a
letter to Erasmus to an edition of 1.800
copies of the Praise Of Folly -a much
largeredition than is considered normal
for this period. Erasmus records his
attendance at the Frankfurt Book Fair in
1515. already well-established as the
foremost book fair of Europe. He aso
complains that money he had planned to
spend on books had been stolen from his
belongingsen route.

Interspersed with learned commen-

taty on hiseditorial projectsare the usual
complaints about food and lodgings that
ate charéeteristic of Erasmus’ corres-
pondence. He seems to have been
accident-prone and something of a
hypochondriac. Onajourney toBasle in
1514, half-way between Roeselare and
Ghent, his horse shied suddenly and
severdly twisted his back. His predica
ment was such that he felt the need of
divine intervention and somadeavowto
St. Paul that if he escaped from his
perilous situation he would complete a
commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the
Romans, an apprgJ)rl nte vow for an
editor. He managed to reachGhent and
eventually recovered but his completed
four volumes of commentary on the
Epistle to the Romans, ironically, has
been totally lost. '

Erasmus, during this period, estab-
liihed himself in the only permanent
home he was to know but continued m
travel widely. His most influential
contacts were made in Upper Germany
where he found that he had unwittingly
become a hem of German letters. The
men that he met, and corresponded
with, were evangelists of a patriotic
tradition from an area alive withregional
sdlf-awareness and a resentment of the
cultural domination of Italy. One of the
correspondents introduced in this vol-
ume, Ulrich von Hutten, was soon to
become notorious for a series ofviolent
attacks on the papacy and an important
influence on & man Erasmus had yet to
meet, Martin Luther. One is inclined to
think that one should stay tuned for the
next exciting episode.

This volumeis, sadlhl, the last that
will benefit from the scholarly abilities
of Prof. Beatrice Corrigan. co-
ordinating editor of the edition from its
inception until her recent death. O
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On the weave
off St. Agaiha

The Agatha Christie Mystery,’
Derrick Murdoch, Pagurian Press,

192 pages, $8.95 cloth (ISBN 0 88932

By CHRISTOPHER BLACKBURN

REPORTING Agatha Christie's death in
January, 1976, Publishers Weekly
stated that her books and short stories
“have sold in excess of 400 million
copies.” At thetime of her death her
|ast Hercule Poimtstory, Curtain, was
number one on U.S. fiction best-seller
lists, her play The Mousetrap was the
longest-running play in the history of
theatre, and the film Murder on the
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Orient Express, based on one of her
stories. was sfill gathering box-office
receipts as “the most successful British
film ever made.”

In The Agatha Christie Mystery,
Derrick Murdech attempts to solve the
puzzle of how this dgentl e, dignified
English lady. who didiked persona
publicity, became tiie most successful
author in the history of literature (her
book sales “are surpassed only by those
of the Bible").

This book is divided into two parts of
roughly 80 pages each, one on “wri-
ter.”™ and one on “writings.” A
chronologica list of every Agatha
Christie book. and of every play or film
based on her works. is aso included.
Agatha Chrigtie’s life divided rather
neatly intotwo periods, thefirst of them
including the years of her youth, her first
marriage to Archibald Christie, herstart
as a writer with the publication of The
Mysterious Affair at Styles in 1920, and
the growi n? response to her work. Thii
part of her life reached a climax in 1926
with the literary furor aroused by the
publication of The Murder of Roger
dckrovd, by the breakdown of her
marriage, and by her sensational dis-
appearance. -

Her disappearance, in which murder
or suicide was suspected and which had
hundreds of police officers searching for
clues as to her fate, was described by
Ritchie Calder in a New Statesman
article after the author’s death as
producing ‘*a suspense thriller as
bizarre as anything she ever wrote. '’ She
was eventually discovered about 10days
later. apparently suffering from am-
nesia. registered in a hotel under the
name of the woman her husband was
later to marry when Agatha divorced
him. Murdochattempts to conjecture as
to Mrs. Christie’s state of mind it the
time. and to elucidate the reasons for her
mysterious disappearance. by referring
to episodes in Unfinished Portrait, one
of the romantic novels written by Agatha
Chrigtie under the psendonvm Marv
Westmacott,

An“interlude’ of several years was
followed by Agatha Christie’s long and
happy second marriage to Sir Max
Mallowan, the archaeologist, whomshe
accompanied on a number of expedi-
tions. tMurdoch points out that many of
the best Christies from the 1930s were

‘pounded out in the desert on a portable
typewriter.”)

Derrick Murdoch has had to write this
book without the assistance of Dame
Agatha’s family, publishers, or literary.
agents. Accordingly., many of his com-
ments inthe first sectionare conjectural,
and such phrasesas “It seems a tenable
assumption, ***'It is probable that,” or
“One suspects that” recur often. In the
second section, discussing the writings,
he is on surer ground, although here he is
also hampered by being denied permis-
sion to give extensive direct quotations
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from the works. Whut he has done
instead, and done well, isto fit Agatha
Christie’ swritings into ahistorical and
comparative study of the development
of the detective story.

Murdoch distinguishes the “classic
detective school,” to which Christie
belonged, fmm other trends in crime
fiction. Critics saw the classic detective
story as a game between writer and
reader for which rules could be laid
down. It was the feeling that Agatha
Christie had broken ong of the rules of
the form within which she was working
that led to the uproar over Roger
Ackroyd. Yet, Murdochsuggests, it was
this very feeling that anything could
happen in a Christie mystery, that
nothing could be'taken for granted, that
led to her great Igopularity. “Her audac-
ity in pulling the rug from under the

not necessarily always) from a different
direction was her most identifiable
characteristic.”

Murdoch suggests it was the combi-
nation of ingenious puzzles and sur-
prises with a “comfortably homely,
non-literary style,” that accounted for
her great popularity. He also points to
hersuperbtimingandskillinconcealing
verbal ambiguities as reasons for the
critical acclam she received.

“I write books which are meant to
entertain people, and to sell for that

I Rl SR - ..;..-'_ PP S L PR L)
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reason.” was Agatha Christie’'s simple’
explanation of her career. She sue-
ceeded superbly. U

oo

WHOdunite
You salve it

In a Lady’s Service. by Tom Ar-
dies, Doubleday, 202 pages, $7.95

cloth ISBN 0 385 04583 2).

By PHIL SURGUY

TOM ARDIES' first four novels — Their
Man in the White House, This Suitcase
is Going to Explode, Pandemic. and
Kosygin is Coming -were fairly good
examples of the rash breezy spy novels
that followed the James Bond craze.
The movie Russian Roulette was based
on Kosygin is Coming. ]
fna Lady’'s Service. Ardies's fifth, is
not a spy novel. It's a poor comic-
book-without-pictures about the pre-
sumably picaresque and farcical adven-
tures of one Winston “Slippery Slick”
Buchanan, an American gigolo who

: L;nguﬁ?uqm\m '
N S L
fg;géfgﬁpund ‘ “H@@V@n
Wamda was the word
. - for Canada...”

Underground o Canada by sarbara Smucker

Escaping from slavory, two young girls siruggle towards freedom —
Canada via the Underground Rallroad. Rooled in fact, this adventure
story is a passionele and powerful lesson in human courage.

Available now from CLARKE IRWIN

Martin Luther King, Jr.

$7.95

or less
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works a posh hotel in Mexico City.
Buchanan is recruited by a pointlessly
beautiful young woman named Marina
McKenzie to go with her to a remote
village in search of a miraculous salve
that 6 reported to eure almost any ill and
preserve a person’'s youth forever.
Marina turns cut to be an agent of the
World Health Organization. Also after
the salve are agents of a ruthless German
drag company. The resultant contest for
possession of the wonder paste is too
tedious todescribe, except tosaythat the
action is complicated now and then b
various amusingly impoverished,
stupid. and corrupt Mexicans of the kind
who haven't appeared in Hollywood
movies for at least a decade. One dso
has to endure Ardies’ and Buchanan's
humour. At one point Buchanan de-
scribes his sexual appetite to one of the
drug company’ s agents: **I'd hump a

" Sl L. R WL s tlAmE O P mmEE

Not that I'm proud of it, of course. R's a
crumby thing to do.” Admittedly,
Buchanan is drunk when be unleashes
that gem; but it's typical of the entire
book. Which is unfortunate.

The salve proves to be unusable
because it also makes people who are
exposed to it uncontrollably happy, and
we can't have that. As the Mexican
scientist who discovers thii side-effect
explains: “It is our greed and ambition
that keep the whedls turning. Let happi-
ness spread its vicious tentacles -and
the world would grind toa halt.”” Butthe
behaviour and dialogue Ardies has
chosen to demonstrate the salve-
induced happiness is too similar to the
rest Of the funnv stuff with which he has
peppered his book and so any surprise,
ormoral irony orrevelation, heintended

comes off without effect, lost in the:

chatter. Q

cupcake i the wasa dead tly init.,.

On not making the Top Thirty

Canadian Poetry: The Modern
Era. edited by John Newlove, McClel-
land & Stewart. 270 pages, $5.95 paper

(BBNUTTIVO0/31 3).

By DAVID McFADDEN

THERE ARE A lot of sad things in this
vae of tears but saddest perhaps of al
is a poet who feels he has not been
sufficiently recognized. “Writing
poetry is like working on the railroad,"

Dudley Fuddington, who has done
both. has been heard to remark. “It's
all seniority.”

Well. Dudley. | hate to tell you thii
but 1 guess you just haven't been
writi ngl_long enough. How long has it
been? Ten. 15 years? Not quite enough
to have made it into John Newlove's
“Top Thirty.” If only you had started
churning out your charming little fables
just a little earlier. Then you could have

een tight gr) there with your lucky but
no more talented colleagues such as
Milton Acorn. David Helwig, George
Bowering, Gwendolyn MacEwen, and
even John Newlove himself. _

On atrain last week. an over-friendly
fellow traveller wanted to know what |
did for a living.**I’'mapoet.”” | blurted
out, addin ?to myself). “But not
among the Top Thii.” Asif he could
read my thoughts the fellow asked
“Who's your favourite Canadian
B&et'?“ *Iam.” 1 said. “Of course. but

ides yourself | mean,” said the guy.
And Dudley, bdieve’it or not, your
name popped out. Yesit did. “Dudley
Fuddington.” I said.

Now this was the milk run heading out
of Nowhere. B.C.. and quite frankly,
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Dudle%/, | didn’t think the guy would
have been familiar with yéur name,
never mind your work. | know you've
published27 books but noneofthemhas
sold more than 300 copies. | know there
was going to be abig article on you in
Thie Canadian magazine but when the
editor dropped the idea you were re-
lieved because you didn’'t want your
father-in-law to know how man
Canada Council grants you'd received.
So | was really surprised when the guy
shot back, “Y eah, Dudley Fuddington,
he's pretty good, But what about W. H.
Drummond? What do you think of him,
eh? Man, that guy can really write a
poem.”

The guy was quite shocked when |
told him Drummond wasn’teven among
the Top Thirty. He'd been beaten out by
such seemingly less lively poets as
Ralph Gustafson, DennisLee, Michael
Ondaatje, and Jay Macpherson, | didn’t
bother explaining how the 30 were
chosen from among those poets active
sincel1945 and poor Dr. Drummoend has
been dead 70 years. “Listen.” said the
guy. taking another slug from his
mickey and shuddering. “W. H.
Drummond will alwaysbein my Top
Thirty, maybe even my Top Three.”
And T looked out the window and saw a
guy working on the railroad.

And then T remembered back a month
or two to the Barrie Public Library
where | was giving areading with Ted
Plantos. “Who is your favourite Cana-
dian poet?’ some Top Thirty-minded

uy in the audience asked Plantos. *‘Uh,
et me think now,” said Ted."“Iguess it
would have to be . Hans Jewinski."
Alas, there are no Poet-Cops among the

Top Thirty, a |east not this year. Se you
have to be philosophical about these
things, Dudley. as do hundreds of other
Canadian poets whodidn’tmake it, such
as Pier Giorgio Di Cicco. John Robert
Colombo, bill' biisett. Gerry Gilbert,
Christopher Dewdney, and D. G.

Jones.

Actually, Dudley, ifit makes youfeel

any better, 1 imagine even those who
mde it into the Top Thirty — including
John Newlove himself — would pri-
vately agree the notion of a Top Thirty
in dpoetry is dlightly repugnant, if not
ridiculous. The notion represents an
individualistic, capitalist-classicist
orientation rather than an inter-
dependent, communal-romantic way of
thinking. The notion though has been in
the air for some time, hanging like a
black cloud over Southern Ontario, and
John Newlove should be given serious
credit for having given it concrete (bp
Nichol is among the Top Thirty) form.
For instance. in the Fep. 3, 1977, edi-
tion of the Vancouver Sun, Miriam
Waeddington's The Pricg of Gold was
being reviewed. The reviewer, in sum-
ming up Waddington's life work, stated
that while she “Is not among the Top
Ten of Canadian poets, I[Ishe? is solily
entrenched in the Top Thirty.” Check-
ing Canadian Poetry: The Modern Era,
sure enough, there she is, Miriam
Waddin?ton. solidly entrenched.
Sounds like what the Mafia does to
corpses before dropping them in Hamil-
ton Harbour,

Actually I’ ve been fooling around
Ioné; enough. Thisisn't a bad anthology
and should sell well, particularly to
“Canadian literature instructors in
universities across the country,” to

uote from the intmduction. These were
the people who were surveyed to deter-
mine exactly what was needed in an
anthology. “They were asked which
modem poets. .. should be represented
inananthology, and towhatdegree. The
response was overwhelming,” says
Newlove in the preface (I suppose it
was Newlove though the preface is un-
signed). And the ideaseems sound from
every point ofview, including merchan-
dising. It's called market research and
it's the sort of thing McDonald's might
doin Léyhing m introduce a new fish
sandwich¥(“1t mustn’t taste fishy ).

As for the degree of representation,
it's interesting but not earth-shattering
to see that Al Purdy appears to be on top
with 13 pages, followed closely by
Irving Layton and Margaret Avison with
12each, P. K. Page, James Reaney. and
Leonard Cohen with Il each, and
Margaret Atwood, Alden Nowlan, and
Earle Bimey with 10 each.

Without doubting the thoroughness
of the survey (Newlove appears to have
done afine job) what we have hereisan
historically interesting cross-section of
the current Canadian literature tastes of
Canadian academics. It would be in-
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teresting to compare book sales of
individual poets with the degree of
representation in this anthology. The
academic popularity of the poets con-
cerned probably relates closely to their
book sales. For the sale of poetry books
to people whoare not heavily influenced
by academic lastes in this country is
probably negligible, except of course
For such thoroughly subterranean poets
as Robert Fones and Gerry Gilbert and
such preeting-card poetsas Terry Rowe.

The appearance of this book just
might signal a trend towards a greater
degree of business sense among Cana-
dian publishers. a streamlining, an
Americanization. in a positive way of
course. But what does it really mean to
the people who are actively engaged in
the serious business of writing serious
poetry, the people whoare busy creating
a language. a way of being. that will
serve the 2|st century? Probably very
little. We're Far too young to be
Fossilized. Dudley. Finding out you're
notin the Top Thirty isabout on the same
level as being called “peripheral” by
the Giobe und Mail or being told by
some English profin Windsor that your
book Intense Pleasure is pleasant but
not reafly intense.

The only really serious criticism that
¢an be made about this book is the Fact
that nowhere. except For a briefpassing
allusion buried deep in the preface, is

Seeond printing

of this ouistanding boolt novwr available.

MEMORY MEADOWS

Horse Storles from Canada’s Past

Grant RacEwan

A roaring success any way you lock at it — a record
5000 coples sold in the firs! three months after publica-

riond

LEMORY MEADOWS dellghts readers of all ages, for
who can resist a horse story? And these are uniquely
Canadian and beautlfully written by oulstanding western
authar Grant MacEwan. 37 storles of real horses, from
fronfier brones to Canadian racing greats, comprise this

enjoyable book.

Order early . . . second printing Is ready novs.

Pagerback, 168% pigzs.
ISEN 0% 2 ~05-70-6

T WESTEKN PRODUCER
£ PRAIRIE DOOKS

P BEOX 26rg SASKATOON,
CoL L VTR NG

reference made to the Fact that the book
only represents poetry written in oneof
the fwe Canadian languages: English,
**Sure to stand for years as the definitive
anthology of Canadian poetry from the
'40s to the “70s, Canadian Poetry: The
Modern Era is compact, authoritative,
and thoroughly enjoyable,” reads a
blurb on the back cover. This probably
won’t bother manv English-sneaking
readers. Nor will it bother many
Québécois, most of whom have long
been aware that Canada in a way has
already separated itself Fmm Quebec,
and most of whom are separatists only
by default. But it bothers-me because it
will seem strange to people From other
countries who may stumble upon the
book: Americans: Britons, Russians,
Australians. Mexicans who have heard
that Canada is a bilingual country,
enjoying a marriage of the best and

warst of English and French culture. To

them, the book will seem todeliver only
one half of what it promises. As Greg
Curnoe says in arecent painting: “What
country do you want to separate From:
Quebec or the United States?"

A hairy time
in ¢ld Baldoon

Selected Longer Poems, by James
Reaney, Press Porcépic, illustrated. 95
pages, $3.95 paper (ISBN 0 88878

091 5).

Baldoon, by C. H. Gervais and
James Reaney, the Porcupine’s Quill.
illustrated. 120 pages. $3.95 paper

(USBN U 009040106 4).

By JAY MACPHERSON

PRESS PORCEPIC has completed its
three-book paperback publication of
James Reaney the poet with Sefected
Longer Poems — or rather, mainly
lyric sequences. Germaine Warkentin,
the editor of the 1972 collected Poems.
has each time Found Fresh and illu-
minating things to say in her introduc-
lions. Three sequences are illustrated,
by Reaney and by Jack Chambers.
bringing the book’s exuberance to the
outward as well as the inner eye.
(Alas, emblem two is mutilated in
reproduction. )

FEnCY ROVES

395

LET’S FACE IT

by Dr. Gustev Morf, M.D., Ph.D., 51.95
Covering the physical and psycholagical
aspects of aging. Dr. Morf explains how - "
people can prepare for a happy and healthy
life as they grow older. Already a best seller
in three langnages.

MEMOIRS OF A

CANADIAN DOCTOR

by Dr. C. Lamont MacMillan, $1.95
Recounting the experiences of his patients
and himself. Dr. MacMillan spansa hundred
years of local history.

& griucny
5o Loma 3ot b Frxtowt o

L ety

Pt N

PERCY ROWE'S TRAVEL GUIDE
TO CANADA 11.95

A complete puide 1o every province by the
well-known editor of the Toronte Sun.
Includes information on hoiels. restavrants.
museums, galleries. lours, campsites, hunt-
ing. fishing, festivals, and prices.

Dapeghacks..

330 Steelease Rd. E.
Markham. Ont. L3R 2M1
(416) 495-1261
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Still mere visually enticing is Bal-
doeon, a piay written ?'/\James Reaney
in collaboration with Windsor poet
C. H. Gervais. Designed like the 1972
Poems by the dedicated Tim Inkster of
Erin. Ont.. the book is small, flefible,
and sewn: it invites handling as a beach
stone does. Paper, type, and layout are
apleasure; 13 very amospheric photo-
graphs from the play’s Toronto produc-
tioi agpeans illustrations; the wrap
around cover is a woodcut by Gerry
Brender & Brandis of Carlisle, Ont.,
that was used as the production’s
poster. and there iS asurpnse under the
front flap. Unfortunately production
was somewhat rushed in order to get the
book out for the play’s late-winter
Ontario tour; consequently typesetting
errors abound and the notes at the back,
contributed by the cast. have a hurried
quality. Still. the contribution of the
NDWT company. like that of all those
mentioned in the colophon. reflects the
way in which increasingly Reaney’s
works have come to generate or align
creative communities around them-
selves. the opposite of the demonic and
imprisoned societies that they portra
“What troubles him/troubles us allf1t
is something about/the way we fall.”
as the Chorus says in this play.

The task of writing the play and
working on it with the actors seems by
all accounts to have been a genuine
collaboration between Reaney and

& =TS Cara s v m w
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Gervais, who has had a Ionﬁ-standin
interest in the story and in the life an
traditions of sonthwestern Ontario. The
recorded history of the poltergeistish
doings at Baldoon in 1829 revolves
around both a Selkirk settlement of
kirk-ridden Seots and a solitary Penn-
sylvania Dutch visionary and his daugh-
ter. The authors have added local
Indianwarlockry, a feud situation with
complex causes, some assorted visi-
tors, some old songs and hymns, some

uppetry and - models, smingens of

unyan, Jonathan Edwards, Blake,
Bums. and Monk Lewis, and a whole
plaibox of simple but vivid magic
tricks.

.The effect, for al the symbolism.

stylization, and poetic gadgetry, is a
rich and rounded sense of life. “What
noble courage must their hearts have
fired.” commences Goldsmith’s poem
of 1825, speaking ofearlier immigrants
to the Canadian wilds: so indeed one
feds from the outset of this play, seeing
the house of the gentle Dr. Troyer made
a fortress against evil spirits, and the
pla}y’s protagonist! John McTavish of
Baldoon, aong with a friendly minis-
ter, chased through the night forest
by witches.

The real darkness. naturally. is not
that of the encircling woods, but of the
heart. McTavish, beset in his house
with washings, tramplings, flying ob-
jects, fireballs, and a ghostly flailer,

has to leam to recognize in these
happenings not a visitation of outside
malice, but emanations fmm his own
disclaimed past — which isinvolved in
turn with the old-country past of the
settlement and its dispossession of the
Indians and the pattern of their imagina-
tive landscape in making good its claim
to the “new” land. Dr. Troyer, on the
other hand. to whom the new world
means religious freedom rather than
economic security,- iS a reconciler.
whose white-magical apparatus in-
cludes a “pow-wow hat” that gives
true visions. fram the native magic of
die land.

Doubled parts and other kinds of
mirroring make for, beyond the evident
romance pairing of characters, an inti-
mate interlinking of places and per-
sons, a participation of almost all in
legalism, vengeance, and the other
meannesses of the hard heart. Thereis
no unmotivated, starkly looming
malignity in Baldoen; its evil is natural
and believable and its victim-child at
the same time is a classic unconscious
trouble-attractor. Thus the play is no
melodrama: that kind of simplifyin
energy is reserved for the tricks an
specid effects that constitute the ordeal
through which the characters must pass
in this particular journey through the
wilderness. And for its one larger-
than-life figure. the magician: “I fly, |
disentangle, | release you all.” U

Cilint Ward

known champlons
experily gulde you
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¥4 The life and times of
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Thhe way of
this wogld

Free Time: Industrial Poems by
Tom YWayman, Macmillan. 82 pages.
$4.93 paper (ISBN 0 7705 1522 3).

By TOM MARSHALL

Two PoLES of poetic vision and possi-
hilitv are the existential and the trans-
cendental. 1had reason to reflect a" this
two years ago when. as soon as | had
completed a sequence of poems (and
books) that moved, gradualli/. some
way toward the latter pole, ‘I found
myself — in some sort of instinctive
reaction - writing quite concrete and
discrete poems about people and
immediate events. | guess I suspected
(while generally pleased. in another
way. with what I'd done) that to take
readers to “another planet” (as | had
intended, especially in The Whire City)
might be a somewhat dangerous enter-
prise. Certainly, many readers —
among them a couple of earthbound
Toronto reviewers — can’t handle it.
(Fortunately for me. many others can.)
| begin thus. not to waste time
uarrelling with my critics (who have
their own honest lights to see by). but to
indicate my perspective on Tom
Wayman's work; for if ] am sometimes
in danger (as | am accused) of floating
oft’ altogether inlo the transcendental
ether. the” the other Tom may have the
oppositef_ProbIem: he doesn't always
make it OIT the ground.

Let me add immediately that Way-
man is a very good poet, as 1 have
observed publically before. Those who
have enjoyed his work should definitely
buy this book. It's just that he has
manufactured so many tine examples of
the same reliable if increasingly pre-
dictable product in such a short time
that it's become difficult to say any-
thing new about his work. His poems
about a day in the life with the guys at
the factory aren't all that varied. And
while the contents of his toolbox are
jnteresting up to a point. and the poem
catuloguing them an effective one, he
doas tend to pile on thr details and to
run on.

But rhc occasional whimsical and
surreul effects arc as delightful a relief
amid ull the documentary realism as in
Waymun's earlier books. and the social
concern as moving:

T tlint of e vegitalles comtrolled
the vorld

there would be enongh for all, since cven
a vegefable

knows its duty is to feed the earth.
Something lower than that

must have its hands on things: some
sickness

that decrees some people will ear and
not others.

I" such passages as this a larger vision
does begin to surface.

And there’s a lot to be said for the
workaday, ordinarily beautiful world,
as Wayman knows. If a Wayman poem
can be novelistic and even prosﬁzl‘l can
also be quietly powerful in its fictional
development of an incident, as in
“Saturday Afternoon in Suburban
Richmond” and “Another Poem
About the Madness of Women.” The
nine-part love sequence “‘Sugar on the
Rim™ is a moving short story In free
verse, as is the account of the last days
of Pablo Neruda, whose final collapse
was exacerbated by news of the over-
throw of his friend, Salvador Allende.

Neruda himself, of course, moved
from the transcendent —'m “The
Heights of Macchu Pichu'* — to his
poems on the lives of the wretched of
the earth. It is the latter Neruda that
Wayman attempts toemulate. He is not
on the heights or on the battlements of
Duino castle with Rilke (or eve’ at Casa
Loma with Irving Layton). But surely
there can be no alteration of the condi-
tions that oppress the mass of mankind
without a general enlargement of
human consciousness (that is. of ll the
potential of what it istobe human). and
in this respect Rilke, mad aright, is as
revolutionary as Neruda, Wayman ad-
mits in this book that he is confused and
a trifle foggy about what the brave new
world after the end of the “‘owners™
might involve. (“The Country of
Everyday” in Blues. Yells and
Chuckles gives one an idea of what he is
“for.” though.) He prefers to articulate
the conditions of here and now. and for
the most part he does it very well. So
we'll just have to'wait a while longer, |
guess, for another. larger, less egocen-
tric Wayman.

I'll give the present one, generous,
Ioving and honest as'he’ 1s, the last
word: \

each af us goes into another house, the
house of dreams

and we become our owl film-aker,
artist, musician.

Sa much is within us, in that other world

which is also ourselves, thar many writers
on this side

go there for the source of their poems.
Thai Is fine vith me.

But for now [ have found the world here to
be what | want 1o say.

And:

. « « there is the house of dreams
abour which 1 have written so linle.

O
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&
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The

SILMARILLION ‘

oy |

J. R. R. Tolkien

Prchably the most ea?erl){ anticl-
ated Hterarywork of all time,
HE SILMARILLION Is a work of

sustained Imagination, a sombre

vislon of the conflict between
domination, corruptlo” and erea-
tive power.

September $11.85

The Authorised Biography

JRR.TOLKRIEN:
A BIOGRApDY
IR T
' TOLKIEN

a biography

i

-

With the co-operationof the
Yolkien Famlly, and unrestricied
access to Tolkien's private papers,
dlarles and manuser pts, Carpenter
has produced a magnificent por-
trait of J. R. R. Tclkien.

lllustrated May $12.25

METDUEN DUBLICATIONS

2330 MIDLAND AVENUE, AGINCOURT, ONTARIO
MIS 1PY
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A hit-the-missis saga

by l. M. Owen

By Persons Unknown: TheStrange
Death of Christine Demetcr. by
George Jonas and Barbara Amidl.
Macmillan. illustrated. 347 pages,
$12.95 cloth (ISBN 0 7705 1437 5).

TRUTH IS NOT necessarily stranger than
fiction. but it's often a great deal
untidier and more ambiguous. No wri-
ter Of detective novels would find a
publisher for a story so full of loose
ends and non sequiturs as the curious
tafe of the murder of Christine Demeter
and the investigation that led to the
conviction of her husband for having
caused it to happen. However. readers
are more tolerant of sloppy plotting in
redl life than infiction, and the trial of
Peter Demeter fascinated a wide public
not only in Southern Ontario but, we
are told, all over the world. Now it
makes a good and interesting book ==
though, as | shall indicate later. | wish it
had been better.

If you didn’t follow it at the time, and
if you live in the hinterlands west of the
Great Lakes or east of Kingston, you
may not even have heard of the place
where the murder happened: Missis-
sauga. Thisisarecently invented com-
munity that. though it isin area the
largest city in Canada and has a popula-
tion of 250.000. is essentidly a pros-
perous dormitory suburb of Toronto
and by no means a natural haunt of
criminas. Here in July. 1973, the
beautiful Austrian-born wife of a hand-
some Hungarian-born real-estate
developer had her brains brutaly
beaten out in the garage of theirexpen-
sive suburban house. Only two things
were and ase certain about this: it was
murder. not accident or suicide: and the
actua killer couldn’'t possibly have
been Peter Demeter. who was on a
shopping trip at the time with their five
house-guests and even the family dog.

Except in fiction. murder is unusual
among the prosperous classes. Hence
the ensuing investigation was a. rare
opportunity for the Mississanga police,
and they ma& the most of it. The real
killer has never been identified: but a
story rich in colourful detail was
uncovered: the unlovely personalities
of those two beautiful people the Deme-
ters (the evidence suggests that the?/
were both trying to hire people to kill
each other), and of Marina Hundt, the
girl Peter left behind himin Austrig;
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Peter’s “‘friend’* Csaba Szilagyi, who
claimed to have come to Canada 5%
years before the murder in order to
prevent it, who reported numerous
conversations in which Peter had pro-
posed obviously nutty plans for killing
Christine, and who between the murder
and Peter’s arrest had several more
conversations with him while equipped
with a police tape-recorder inside his
clothes; and various Hungarian under-
world figures such ks a petty crook
known as “The Dock” and a six-foot-
four enforcer who readily broke arms
and legs for a fee. nod once set fire to
himself while committing arson. but
claimed that he drew the line at killing

peo’lg:e.

ie wealth of improbable characters
and incidents. real and alleged, keep
our attention riveted on this very full
account of the investigation and trial.

ster Demeter ...

but the authors' real purpose is to
present it as a case history In the way
our judicial system works in criminal
matters. and we find that it doesn’'t
work anite in thewav we have been led
to believe,

That favourite folk-hem of the
Common Law, the Reasonable Mao, is
unlikely to feel much doubt. after
reading what is known of the story. that
Demeter was guilty. On the other hand,
he is surely bound to fedl that none of
the evidence was as conclusive as we
have |learned to think necessary for a
conviction. Certainly the evidence on
which Demeter was committed for tria
seems hopelessly inadequate — and
seemed so, we learn now, to Mr.
Justice Campbell Grant. who tried the

case. Demeter was convicted on evi-
dence unknown to the police at the time
of his arrest and committal, so that it
can be argued that it was only the
delaying tactics of the defence, stretch-
ing out the veir dire stage to three
weeks. that made the conviction possi-
ble at all. since it gave the policé time to
{Jursue the investigation and turn up all

hese curious characters. It seems hard
to disagree with the defence (though the
appea courts have managed to do so)
that this mass of new evidence suddenly
thrown at them in the midst of the trial
pot them at such a disadvantage that a
mistrial should have been declared. In
other words, while justice was prob-
ably done, it can't be clearly seen to
have been done. Whether itwas or not,
the ease shows that the tendency in our
courts is quite the opposite of the
tendency that has been evident in the
U.S. courts fmm the Miranda case on;
our courts can and do convict on
evidence that has been questionably
obtained. The charges against Daniel
Ellsberg, for instance, wouldn’'t have
been |smi%datc)e/ a Canadian court;
since Elisberg had certainly done what
he was accused of doing, this isn't
necessarily areflection on Canadian
Justice. The fact remains that. for better
or worse, we have not got such careful
weizhting on the defendant’s side as
we tend to assume.

A minor mystery that emerges as we
read this account is how two such line
and clegant writers as George Jonas and
Barbara Amiel could have produced
such 1 badly written book. Perhaps the
re~capeh, which must have been long

.« . and victim Christine.
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and arduous. left them short of time and
they did the actual writing in a hurry.
But nothing can excuse the opening
paragraphs. in which we are shown
Christine waking up in the morning of
the day of the murder and are told
exactly ' what she did, felt, and thought,
even to: “Soon Chrigtine felt the famil-
iar change in rhythm and thrust of her
husband reaching climax. which always

reassured her.” This hokum raises
inevitable questions about later pass-
ages in the book where other people's
thoughts and fedlings are reported,
probably quite |egitimately as the result
of interviews. Beyond this. there are far
too many passages written in a meretri-
cious dick style quite unworthy of the
authors. O

Striking whille the ion is ot

The lon Effect, by Fred Soykn with
Alan Edmonds, Lester & Orpen, 181
pages. $7.95 cloth (ISBN Q 525

13480 R).
By RICHARD LUBBOCK

SUPPOSE YoOU suffer from anxiety and
depression, headaches and insomnia.
Your stomach is volcanic, your thyroid
is under-active. and your gall bladder is
under suspicion. Your sex life hasthe
blight. you've had two years of psycho-
analysis. and you live in Geneva.
What's the diagnosis, Doctor?

These symptoms plagued Fred
Soykaa few years ago while he was
managing the Swiss end of an Ameri-
can corporation. He trailed from doctor
to doctor. collecting prescriptions and
explanations. but in the long run only
one thing seemedto help. His troubles
vanished whenever a business tgF took
him out of Switzerland. Finally he
came across a Geneva GP who had a
large practice among foreigners. The
doctor offered a tentative explanation
of Soyka's Geneva syndrome. “Some-
times | think there's something elec-
trical about the air herein Geneva.” he
sighed.

Alerted by this clue. Soyka began to
collect instances where atmospheric
changes were linked to physical and
mental distress. He found quite a few.
Switzerland has the Foehn wind that
blows in the spring and fall:, the Swiss
blame everything from marital discord
to automobile accidents on its malign
influence, Many other countries have
their ill winds. Canada has the warm
dry Chinook. whi¢h flows east from the
Rockies at the start of spring, spreading
coughs and sneezes. Southern France
grumbles under the Mistral. And the
Santa Ana wind is said to blow murder
and mayhem into Los Angeles and
Hollywood. .

As Soyka burrowed assiduoudly into
the literature of these “witches
winds’ he discovered that their com-
mon factor is a preponderance of so-
called “positive ions” in the air. and he
examines the implications of this fact in
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The Ion Effect, which he wrote with
Toronto journalist Alan Edmonds. lons
are dectrically charged atoms. There
are about 2, of them, positive and
negative, in onecubic centimeterofair,
in aratio of about five negative to four
positive.

The authors report speculations that
life may have evolved in air of thisionic
balance, and present a mass ofcitations
from scientific literature that indicate

plants and animals thrive in relatively

negative air. but wither and die under’
pas-ions. (It's difficult to ignore the
coincidence that ‘‘pos-ion’” IS an ana-

gram of “poison.”) Fmm such studies.

Soyka and Edmonds draw the conclu-

sion that for human beings. negative
ions are relaxing: whereas positive ions
cause undue excitation and consequent

exhaustion.

In atypical study. Japanese scientists
sugj ected some unfortunate movie
audiences to alternating doses of posi-
tive and negative ions. In one case they
piled on the neg-ions and “after 90
minutes of the movie those who had
reported headache and perspiration said
that both symptoms had disappeared.”
One can't help wondering whether it
Waﬁ the ions or the film that did the
trick.

In his search for the roots of his
unfortunate experiences in Geneva.
Soyka (and later. Edmonds) traversed
the world, interviewing researchers in
London, New York, California, Isragl,
Denmark, and of course Switzerland.
There are at least 5,000 scientific
papers published on the subject of the
physiological effects of atmospheric
Ionization. and these am distilled into
this well-documented account of the
odyssey.. The authors certainly make a
strong case for the importance of the
ion effect. and the gravamen of their
advice seems to be: accentuate the
negative, in all things. including your
X life.

_ If the reader is curious to know
where he can get a breath of invigorat-
ing negative air, the authors point out
that ion-making machines are available
in Europe and Canada, but not in the

o e =

United States (because of government
interference, just as in the saccharine
foolishness). However, sprays of water
produce |ots of neg-ions, and the auth-
ors suggest that this may account for the
popularity of fountainsin cities and for
the attraction that Niagara Falls has
traditionally had for newlyweds. (This
makes me wonder if it is atogether
wise to enjoin oversexed adolescents to
“take a cold shower.")

Al the very least, this absorbing
narrativeshould make us all think twice
about the air-conditioned, overheated,
carbon-monoxided de-ionized air we
breathe. And yet ... and yet a doubt
remains.

" By itsvery passion. and by the very
weight of the evidence it marshals,
The Ion Effect inevitably invites com-
Barlson with many of the other hot,

est-selling panaceas we’ve been of -
fered lately: Transcendental Medita-
tion, Pyramid Power, Biorhythms.
Acupuncture, Quick Weight Loss

Diets. and Ginseng mot extract. Not
to mention Bermuda Triangles.

Somehow or other, The lon Effect,
admittedly a book for the layman, fails
to reassure this science-trained skeptic
that the experiments reported are alto-
gether scientifically kosher. Since 1 was
unwilling to check through 5,000
learned papers in assorted languages to
allay my misgivings, | went and boufght
an ion _generator to experiment for
myself. 1 shall not prejudice you b
reporting my results, but the authors do
note that 25 per cent of people are not
responsiveto ions at al. | suggest you
perform your own scientific test. First,
read the book. Then, visit Niagara
llf?lls I__g]nd see what happens to your sex

ife.

IN BRIEF

A Peodple’s History of Prince Edward
Island, by Errol Sharpe, Steel Rail
Publishing. 268 pages, $5.95 paper
(ISBN 0-88791-001-7), $12.95 cloth
(ISBN O-88791-003-3). Support forthe
view that the Canada Council mis-

ends its funds may be inferred fmm
their subsidization of this mercifully
short volume by Errol Sharpe. The
thesis that the "people’ (meaning,
presumably, individuals who are not
politicians. rich, or otherwise
privileged) deserve the attention of his-
torians is sufficiently innocuous. Nor
can one quarrel with the right of an
author to infuse his work with a de-
clared Leftist bias. But one may still
reasonably expect in the result a meas-
ure of scholarship and a coherent
development of theme. A People’s
History yields neither. Mr. Sharpe’s
commitment to accurate historical
revelation may be inferred from the
selection of material included and its
proportionate distribution. Seven
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ages describe native peoplesto the
16th century (* The Miemace lived in
harmony with nature”);some 30 pages
describe the “people’s’ struggle against
the Campbell government since 1966.
Seventeen pages are appropriated for
the reproduction of the farm diary of
the author’ s father in a chapter that is

charming. but profoundly unrelated to.

the purportedly historical material that

surrounds it. Much the same may be
said of the essay on co-operdtives: it is
interesting and seems, for once, to
reflect a depth of knowledge on the
writer’s part: but the whole does not
cohere. If thisis the “people€’ s’ his-
tory, the reader iswell advised to stick
to the other kind; it at least makes
sense.

JONATHAN WEBB

The Old Man’s best friend

George-Etlenne Cartler: A Bio-
raphy. by Alastair Sweeny. McClel-
and & Stewart. 352 pages, $16.95
cloth (ISBN 0 7710 8363 7).

By BRIAN YOUNG

ITIS NOT just coincidence that thisis the
ear of the French-Canadian biography.
icked by threats to Canadian unity
our sages are franticaly trying to
buttress English-Canadian faith in
French-Canadian leadershipandinstitu-
tions. Inthe last few months we have had
the reverend René, a reformed Duples-
sis. and now Alastair Sweeny’s
George-Etienne Carder. “the great
statesman and political Plrophet.”
Sweeny began his biography on the
centenary of Carder’s death in the hope
that hishero’s“love for Canada, his
work for her future and his desire to
ensure her survival might be an inspira-
tion and achallenge to English-speaking
Canadians.” His Cartier is bold, *“an
exploding star,” ““a new Napoleon,”
who represented ““a truly national,
deep-rooted and vital way of life.”
Sweeny writesbroad-brush.  moralistic
history. French Canadians are good.
Americans are bad; above all. Con-
federation must be defeated.

SNeeni/] s Cattier moves effortlessly
through the crises of the 19th century.
After cold chills in the rebelion a Saint
Denis. Cartier helped French Canadians
decide between “the Virgin® and “the
Voyageur” — “between the con-
servative. religious. passive, essentialy
static and organic existence of the
habitant. and the increasingly vigorous
and dynamic. progressive. nationalistic
and entrepreneurial nature of the new
Canadian professional.’* Soon Cartier
was involved in railways — not for
self-enrichment — but to realize his
dream of an expanding, trans-
continental state. Faced with political
paralysis in the 1850s. Cartier “worked
like a dog” while his unreliable
“sigmese twin,” John A. Macdonald,
“drank like a fish."

Confederation — **a great idea.”
“totally in the interests of French

Canadians’ — was Carder’s finest
hour. The Lightning Striker. was every-
where. He mesmerized the delegates at
Charlottetown and his embrace of
George Brown in a Quebec City hotel
mom was a “wordless understandin

between the two founding races o
Canada.” Cartier, Sweeny tells us, had

‘long since decided that French-

Canadian aspirations coincided with the
ams of the London banking firm of
Barings. Accepting the latter's imperial
design for a transcontinental nation.
Cartier avoided “the trap” of letting
Lower Canadians vote on the Con-
federation proposals. .

After Confederation, Cartierbeganto
make mistakes. He comBIained about
the honours granted him by the Queen
and offended his more nationalistic
supporters by his-preference for British
drawing-moms. His lucrative legal
work for the Sulpicians prompted vici-
ous battles with Montrea’s tough
Bishop Bourget. His most serious mis-
take was to sign for a $110,000 cam-
paign contribution from Hugh Allan,
who was |obbying for the Pacific Rail-
way contract. Despite this, evidence.
Sweeny brings Cattier through the
Pacific Scandal **as a great national
hem” who triumphed over Allan, “a
greedy, ungrateful fool” who “bet-
rayed his country.” o

Cartiers career can be explained in
terms very different from Virgins and
Voyageurs, Lightning Strikers,
Siamese Twins and bold Napoleons. He
was no prophet; rather he was a tough.
cynical committee infighter, party or-
ganizer and patronage broker. Often
insensitive to the needs of French
Canada. his nationalismextendedabout
as far as Montreal’s city limits. Essen-
tiatly a conservative Montreal lawyer.
he supported the monarchy. the Union
Act, propertied interests, and an ap
pointed upper house. Sweeny em-

hasizes Cartier’s financial difficulties

ut this is a relative matter. While
always altruistic about the nature of his
service to the Grand Trunk Railway.
Cartier collected $10.000 in Grand
Trunk legal fees in one three-year
period. Hi work for the Sulpicians was
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sweetened by a$1.000 ayear refainer.
With ahome in Ottawa. ablock of office
buildings and a tine house on Mon-
treal’s Notre Dame Street, a country
home and part ownership of the family
estate in St. Antoine. hislifestylewasa
notch above that of his Montreal con-
stituents. He bou%ht cognac by the
gallon. Madeira by the cask, and his
stits from a London tailor. Despite his
wife's claims of impecuniousness, she
retired to a villa on the French Riviera
Other details get lost in Sweeny's
pageant. John Young was hardly a
‘small-time railway promoter.” the
Roman Catholic Church did not “come
out salidly™” for Confederation. and it
wi Lewis Drummond rather than Car-
tier who engineered the seigneurial

landssettlement.
Nor does Sweeny tell us much about

the important administrativeand institu-
tional ‘ changes engineered by Cartier
betore Confederation. He diverted the
St. Jean Baptiste Society from radical
reform into benign. Catholic conser-
vatism. Cartier almost invariably sided
with the English-speaking minority: it is
difficult to interpret his commercia
legislation, his education acts er his
revision of the civil code in any other
way. Alexander Galt and John A.
Macdonald understood this and worked
nith him not because he was a“‘teddy-
bear” French Canadian but because F‘;e
delivered political power. Far from
having “clean hands’ in 1872 he was

caught with his hand in the till. Only his
dow and painful death in England
spared him humiliation before a Royal
Commission.

Cattier's private life can give little
inspiration to English-Canadian read-
ers. His brother was a hopeless aco-
holic, there were fears that his spinster
sister would run mad through the
streets, his marriage was a disaster, his
in-laws detested him, his straightlaced
friends were scandalized by his lengthy
affair with Luce Cuvillier. Aloof, rude,
and sometimes violent, his good
humour was reserved for Saturday night
parties.

Sweeny — obsessed with national
survival, the American “maw,” and the
need to defend Confederation and its
inherent starus quo — distorts Cartier
and his period: As Canadians flounder
with regionalism, referendums, ethnic
bickering, and insipid federal |eader-
ship, Sweeny harks back to a 19th
century of chefs, Eositive capitalism,
and French-English brotherhood. Con-
federation, he argues, was the product
of their shared aims and Cattier by
bringing French Canada into Con-
federation stopped Canada from aban-
doning its “larger nationality for a mess
of Washington Fottage. " Lionel Groulx
must bechucklingunderthesnowofhis
Vaudreuil grave at the irony of English
Canadians struggling to create a
mythology of *‘survivance.** O
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The Writing of Canadian History:
Aspects of English-Canadian Histor-
feal Writing, 1900 to 1970, by$CarI

cloth (ISBN 019 540252 9).
By ALASTAIR SWEENY

IF vou're THe the son of person who
believes everything he reads in the
newspapers, you'll have to agree that
recent literary attempts to mythologize
this countrK ave been highly success-
ful. Whether lodged with Marian’s
bear, or in the water with Joyce Wiiand
trying to get our long underwear off, or
perhaps cultivating our snowy garden in
the garrison mentality of Victoria Col-
lege, or even surviving heartburn in a
Sunnibilt cabin, we come off as an
awfully interesting nation well worth
putting up as preserved. We're lucky
we're not like our friends the Ameri-
cans, so many overeducated Ahabs
maimed by aGreat White Whale. We're
just arough schizophrenic beast, hud-
dling around a Constitution to keep
warmor slouching toward Ottawato be
bored.

We know this because our oracles
have spoken, and the Saturday Glebe
and Mail has picked it up. Thereat ofthe
country gets it twodaydlate, at arports,
libraries. and selected variety stores.

Canada s historians have done their
share of myth-making, even though. as
we al know. there are only so many
things you can do with the facts. AsCarl
Berger so eloquently demonstrates in
this book, the best of them have indeed
been crestive artists — not academic
caterpillars but cultural butterflies —
and he has pinned them down like the
monarchs they are.

What Berger has really doneis go
beyond mere historiography m craft a
cultural and intellectua history of
20th-century Canada, because as
Canada has moved from imperialism
and tribalism to nationalism and plural-
ism, so too have our historians, in the

acity of prophets who not only
reflect the cultural fixations of thelr
present but aso anticipate and signpost
the future.

Such arich book as thisisimpossible
m review adequately, yet one note-
worthy thread that seems to run through
the narrative is that the most prominent
Canadian historiansofthiscentury have
donned the scholar’s gewn only asa
disguise. At heartthey haveallbeen, toa
greater or alesser extent, nationalist
oracles passionately interested in
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defining and shaping their present by
learning from the past, from theriddleof
our national sphinx.

Concentrating on Wrong, Shertt,
Martin. Innis, Lower, Underhill,
Creighton, and Morton, Berger has
brilliantly illustrated their “central
teachings.” relating them to their cul-
tural context and to other forms of
intellectual expression, especially the
literature of the day. Where he really
shines is when he judges his prizes. His
personal point of view, while it might
seem inappropriate to some, is to my
mind not at all intrusive but “rather
fascinating, since Berger himself is one
of our present pantheon of historical
deities. certainlysoafterthe publication
of this delightful book.

His opinions of Donald Creighton
could serve as a good illustration.
Berger carefully notes that *“Creigh-
ton’s treatment of Canadian historiog-

nphy bore a striking resemblance to his.

accounts of Macdonald’s encounters
with his enemies.” But then he is able to
describe his subject in this, a most kind
and eloquent tribute: .

The affinity between Creighton’s literary
imagination and his predispositions was
far decper than politics and in a way
transcended parties. In essays where k
made the meaning of his history most
e!?:lici:. Creighton declared his rejection
of self-sufficient and exclusive rational-
irm. The mysteries of human behaviour
and history, k believed, could not be
understood by constantly tearing up reots,
subjecting the past to clinical dissection.
or applying aflembracing ideologies. He
spumed ideologies because they began
with vast oversimplifications of human
character and conduct. He employed reli-
Lglous imagery — ‘‘hot gospellers,.
*authorized version,” ‘‘revelations,” to
ke his sarcasm for theoreticians, dactrin-
ains, reformers. classical liberals. and all
vho judged be_/ universal standards. He
celebrated men [ik the Fathers of Con-
federation,. Who contented themselves
with experience and the heritage at hand
and did not attempt to plumb the depths of
political theory ar speculate on the rights
of man.

Exactly, but with apologies to the
British Constitution.

Unfortunately. because this book
deals in part with work that is still
unfinished, it is a bit premature, and
even incestuous. It is a pity, too, that
Berger couldn’t have been able to
include in his description of W.L.
Morton. parts of a recent Morton article’
in The Canadian Forum, Where on the
one hand he rejoices in the Parti
Québécois as “that creative minority
which in any society in ferment shapes
the future” and on the other hand rages
at the possibility that the fate of the
country can be “decided by a majority
of only’ one province in a plebiscite
timed. drafted and conducted by one
provincial government.”’

With insight like that. it is surprising
that the Emperor has any clothes left on
atal.d

Not by
. wheat alone

A Man and his Mission: Cardinal
Léger in Africa. by Henriette Major,
photogmphs by Ken Bell, Prentice-

Hall, 192 pages, $35 cloth (ISBN 0 13

548115 5).
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The World is Round, by Jacques
Hébert, translated from the French by

Sheila Fischman, McClelland &

.95 paper (ISBN

0 7710 4063 6).
By WENDY CAMPBELL

TRADITIONALLY, volunteers for de-
velopment have been dangerous for
Third World countries; their human
kindness has been used by imperial
powers to promote their cultural im-
ages, innocently intreducing harmful
conditions and expectations along with
advances in health care and technology.
As Ghandi said of foreign intervention,
“They may have caused more harm by
what they've given us than what they've
taken.”

How is Canada- famous for its gifts
of surplus wheat = doing in this
department? Quite well, if these two
books are any indication, revealing as
they do the involvement of Canadians in
fruitful attemptsio help underdevelotped
countries improve their health, comfort
education, and convenience without
polluting their. environment and their
values.

A Man and his Mission, describing
Paul EmileLéger"s work withlepers and

.the physically disabled, is a beautiful

photographic tribute to a saintly man
and a magnificent country. At 63,
Cardinal Léger left the comfort and
security of his positionas Archbishopof
Montreal and travelled to West Africa.
Putting himself at the disposal of the
peopleof Cameroon, he discovered with
them their needs and priorities and then
set about helping to improve the faci-
lities of many leprosaria, and to build
the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the
Handicapped. Ken Bell, oneofourbest
photographers, has assembled an im-
pressive collection and the text by
Henriette Major accompanies the
photos well in most sections. As some-
one familiar with rehabilitation, how-
ever, | was dismayed to read her
description of the physiotherapist
“teaching a motherhow todoamassage
that will give life to the paralyzed
muscles of her child.” That's not quite
how it works. But her description of
Canada’s gift of expensive wheelchairs
too fragile for the rough terrain, whose
parts were unobtainable in Africa

T T et T v B T e — —— ot g e il oy " yern e B v e

speaks volumes about errors made in
international aid. The Cameroonian
technicians used the model and built
something appropriate to their needs
using local materialsat about 10 percent
of the cost. Cardinal Léger lived in
Cameroon fmm 1967-73. Now he
spends most of his time in Montreal
soliciting aid to enable his projects to
continue and grow, returning often
enough to maintain a presence and avoid
the discord so often created when gifis
are made to underdeveloped countries.

Coming at intemational development
from another direction is Canada World
Youth. In The World is Round, Jacques
Heébert (co-author with Pierre Trudeau
of Two Innocents in Red China
and president of CWY) tells the
organization’s story in a rambling letter
that describes the project with arefresh-
ing enthusiasm and articulates a sensi-
ble, feasible philosophy of interchange
between Canada and underdeveloped
countries. He calls it “giving a human
face to the co-operation between coun-
tries.” Since its beginning in 1972,
CWY has each year organized ex-
changes lasting eight months between
young people (17 to 20) from all across
Canada who live and work with young
people fmm Third World countries for
four months in Canada and four months
in the other country. Hébert has many
lively anecdotes about the participants,
many of whom he visited in Canada and

SPANG

featuring

rooms, @ portfolio of drawings

strange men at bus stops
true twisted-tongue-incheek stories

pioneer women on the prairies
excerpts and photographs from
A Harvest Yet to Reap

a brush with the law
going-to-law-school journal, “the
schizophrenic, seff-abasing / self-
important role of the law student”

... and more, much maore
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in Asia. Africa, and Latin America. A
particularly moving section tells about
the young Canadians who had arrived in
Guatemala shortly before the massive
earthquakes in February, 1976. In spite
of eald. hunger, and the terror of 1.700
seismic shocks. the majority of group
members stayed on to give aid to rhe
Guatemalans and help rebuild their
demolished villages.

Since participants have neither the
means nor the technical knowledge to
take on large celebrated projects, their
work is at the lowest level of develop
ment -building wells, shelters. imiga-
tion systems, and roads, orby apprentic-
ing in rural medical clinics: Developing
countries need to learn intermediary
techniques to improve the quality of life
for their populations. Canada World
Youth is sharing in their learning
process.

Some 2.200 young people from
Canad: and the Third World have taken
port in CWY"s program to date.
Tunisians have lived in Chicoutimi
working on community projects along
with kids from British Columbia and
Ontario. Kamleopsand Springhill have
met Indonesians and Gambians. Yet.
astonishingly. funding for rhe program
remains precarious. | hope thatthe
recently released National Film Board
feature on CWY will generate the
recognition and appreciation the project
deserves. I hope also that a sizable

proportion of the $35 that A Man and
his Mission costs goesto promote the
Cardinal's work in Africa.

Lastly, | hope Canada has realized
that it's a mistake to think that rich
countries can change rhe situation in
poorcountries bysendingsurplus wheat
or powdered milk. Saint Exupéry said
it better: “Do you want men to learn
to love one another? Make them build
a tower together. Do you want men to
hate one another? Throw them some
grain.” O

They didm’t
kid around

Children in English-Canadian
Society: Framing the Twentieth-
Century Consensus, by Neil Suther-
land, U of T Press, 336 pages, $19.95
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By DUNCAN MEIKLE

THERE I§ much that we take for granted.

in oursociety. Weassume, forexample,
that adopted children are not to be
treated as indentured servants, that
children go toschool daily, that milkand

water are safe todrink, andthat diseases
such as tuberculosis, diphtheria, and
scarlet fever can and ought to be
controlled or isolated. We expectfo find
qualified people enforcing the rules
behind these assumptionsand we regard
the money spent on the salaries of
professional teachers and welfare
officers as a necessary expenditure. But
the society in which our parents and
grandparents grew up did not have rhe
same outlook.

Professor Sutherland describes the
development of social attitudes and
practices between 1880 and 1920. He
begins with the yearly process by which
2,000 to 3,000 abandoned or destitute
children were brought from Britain. The
way they were treated illustrates adult
attitudes toward children, and provides
a dramatic base for a discussion of the
work of a numberof reform movements.
In the main partofthe book, Sutherland
analyzes rhe changes made over the
decades in three fields: public health;
welfare (the treatment and gprevention
of juvenile delinquency); and educa-
don. Heconcludes that theramifications
of the various reform movements wete
so great that they became rhe basis for a
very different society — one that oper-
ated without fundamental challenge
until at least the mid-1950s.

Sutherland views Canadian society
from a fresh perspective-the way we
deal with children and how a change in
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Canadian
People Talk About

Now in paperback!
Wildflovwsars and
Weeds
Courtenay and
Zimmerman

A practical fleld gulde
with 660 full colour
photographs. $7.65
paper, $12.75 hardcover

Grassy Marrows

George Hutchison &
Dick Wallace

Tells the story oi the
disastrous conse-
quences of mercury
poisoning uponan indlan
community In North-
western Ontario. $6.95

paper

Voices—Quéhec

300KS

A Guide to Writing
Essays and
Research Papers
cordon Coggins

An essentlal guide for
the modern student who
Is Increasingly called
upon to prepare research
papers and essays. $3.95

Yojeas From Quebec

Philip Stratford and
Michael Thomas
Explores the major
themes of Quebec life
and thought from the
past and present. as well
as views on the shape
of the future. $6.95
paper, $19.85 hardcover
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infant mortality, for instance. required
action in a great number of areas.
Sutherland describes practices in both
rural and urban Canada From the Mari-
times to the West Coast, and from time
totime inthe United States. Heprovides
an extensive array of unusual sources
and has used the standard sources in an
unusual way. The index includes names,
subjects. and many cross-references.
His interpretations and synthesis of a
huge quantity of material is most im-
pressive.

The trouble is, the book suffers From
too much fact and not enough synthesis.
Sentence after sentence consists of
facts. numbers, or percentages. leaving
the reader benumbed. The reader is

never really sure if the Focal point isthe
need For reform. the work of the
reformers, the development of the pro-
fessions involved with children, the
comparison of urban and rural facilities
or the impact of industrialism and
immigration. A further weaknessisthe
Failure to deal with questions that were
raised in the text, such as the eventual
fate of the children brought From Eng-
land, the implications of well-meaning
but occasionally paterndistic reformers
trying to impose middle-classvalues. or
the long-term effect of efforts to Cana-
dian& mmigrants.

All in al, it is a useful book for
reference and a valuable source of ideas
about Canadian society. [

Raisons d’ctre de Levesque

uebec: The Un ed Revolu-
tion. by Léon Dion, McGill-Queen’s
University Press, 218 pages. $15 cloth
{(ISBN 0 7735 0242 4) and $7.50 paper

(BN O (/55 0Z2/9 o).

The Quebec Establishment, the
Ruling Ciass and the State. by Pierre
Fournier, Black Rose Books, 228

pages. $12.95 cloth (ISBN 0 919618
28 6) and $5.95 paper (ISBN O 919618
78).

The French Founders of North
America and their Heritage, by Sabra

Halbrook, Atheneum, 256 pages,
$7.95 CIot(ISBN U689 304090 0).

By LINDA SWOHET

LEON DION’s collection of incisive
essays written since 1960 is not a
consoling book. Dion, a respected
social sclentist at Laval University,
analyzes the socid. economic, and
Eolltlcal Eroblems of Quebec in relation

oth to the province's past and to the
more genera crisisofvalues in Western
civilization. The author is close to his
subject yet able to maintain the distance
that sets events in perspective.

Dion is particularly acute when sift-
ing theundercurrents that preceded and
Followed the Quiet Revolution, periods
of “‘conservatism’® and “*progressiv-
ism*’ aBy. The first centred
around “the consolidation and defence
of existing values and ingtitutions’; the
latter aimed at “introducing new or
renewed values and ‘ingtitutions.” But
neither period can be seen in mono-
lithic terms. Before Duplessis' desath,
conservative leaders used prejudice,
rigid attitudes, and lies*to mask the
surprising diversity of social situations
and of collective and individua lean-
ings.”" Intellectuals were excluded
from power. This book reassesses the
impact that Trudeau, Pelletier, and

their entourage at Cité libre had on the
Quebec scene of the 1950s. However, it
would be wrong to assume that there
was a sudden Inversion of attitudes

when the Liberals took office in 1960.

In a short time the province underwent
drastic socia and political change, but
Dion points out that the critical debate
that arose over ‘Bill 60 creating a
Department of Education in 1964
showed the strength and "'number of
assoctattons and individuals who till

abided by the old values and intitu-

tions.

Dion Frequently addressed political
conferences; as early as the mid-1960s
he was warning intellectuals against
defining situations in the light of sle-
gans devised to create an attractive
Image of the government in power.
*‘Maitres chez nous,’” **politique de
grandeur,”” “nationalism positif** arc
some of the expressions that masked
the realities of various political
regimes.

ion saw and sees the need For
Quebec to control her own business and
to develop her own research problems
instead of importing them. Seven years
ago he diagnosed the Canadian crisis
ascritical, requiring aradical_cure. His
10-point program of action included
“recognition of the need to maintain a
strong percentage of French-speskin
unilinguals in Quebec” who shoul
have the same chance as anglophones
of other provinces to learn a second
Ian%uage only for considerations of
mobility and greater variety in career
choice.

Dion acknowledges the enormous
difficulties that lie ahead. In 1963 he
was predicting that, given the tight
conditions. a man of authority and

restige would arise who would coa-
esce separdtist ideals into a powerful
political Force. But he also realized that
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Grvert Congeliom Recipes

Applles,
Peackhes

& Pears
 Elizabeth Baird )

With a stunning arvay of authentic and
carefully researched recipes featuring
our fine summer fruits, Elizabeth Baird
confirms that traditional Canadian
Cuisine can rival the mast saphisticated
in the world.

$5.95 papar, $11.95 cloth

new in paperback

1 Glassic
Canadian Cooking
Iy Elizabeth Baird

{ Canadian County

1 Freserves and wines
by Blanche Pownall Garrett

ATaste of the Wild

by Blanche Pownall Gamatt

Tlhese three popular cookbooks will now
biring pleasura to an saven wider audience in
thie new handsamely bound and illustrated
peiperback editions.

Eiach $5.95 paper, $11.95 cloth

HEATHZR RCBEATECH

‘| Heather Robertson’s tribute to the westem [
ho mesteaders in a carafully crafted montage

af photographs, letters and diaries isnow |

‘| awviaitable In paperback in ik ariginal

lar g8 format A bestseller atS19.95.

§8 J5 paper, 519.95 cloth

James Lorimer & Company,
Publishers
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such a force could awaken “aspirations
atqgether out of line with our real
possibilities.” And he reminded all
party leaders of a British statesman’s
words: “As soon as a party leader
becomes head of the government. his
actions must solely be governed by his
view of the general interest of the nation
and not in any way by guidelines laid
down by his party.”

Where Dion isless convincing isin
his discussion of the worldwide malaise
that serves as backdrop to Quebec’'s
problems. He feelswe are already in
the midst of a revolution that will
transform man's values, leading him to
participate more fully in political pro-
cesses and to bring about legislation
embodying the new values. This uto-
pian transformation is the onlyalterna-
tive to violence and domination by a
totaitarianism of technology.

Pierre Fournier has taken the rela-
tionship between big business and the
state in Quebec as the subject of his
doctorial thesis. The Quebec Estab-
fishment, heavily documented. would
be of most interest to students of
gconomies and political science. but is
also joltingly informative for the
curious layman. Foumier obtained his
information in 1973 by sending 2.50

uestionnaires to business |leaders of
the 100 major companies in Quebec
and by conducting interviews with
senior executives of several of these
companies and with representatives of
business associations to determine the
role of corporations and associa
tions in government policy formation.

The thesis substantiated what politi-
cal observers have been saying for
%ears: Quebec business is dominated

y anglophone Canadians and Ameri-
cans. company ownerships areso com-
plea as to dumbfound the averagfe
reader; major decisions are usually
made outside the province (often out-
side the country) without regard to the
benefit of Quebec or its people: and
provincial governments have passed.
andcontinueto pass, |egislation favour-
ing these multinationals and frequently
requested by them.

Prof. Fournier uses his study to draw
the Marxist ecnelusion “ that the means
of production must be taken over and
reorganized [und] must be controlled
by the working class and the population
asawhole.” | would have preferred
that he allow the study to spesk for
itself instead of using it to push an
ideological stance.

Sabra Holbrook has assumed thd
difficult task of reducing this complex-
ity of Quebec history for the juvenile
reader. The French Founnders of North
America and their Heritage has as its
purpose “to acknowledge the North
American debt to French pioneers who
opened up and civilized a vast section of
our continent [and] to show the impact
that French New World history has had

a0 Baoks in Canada. May. 1977
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on modern Canada.” Ms. Holbmok
relies heavily on French Canadian
books for her perspective. She makes
the early years of exploration exciting,
never glossing over corruption orvenal-
ity. There is some difficulty in telescop-
ing the period from Lord Durham until
the Quiet Revolution into one chapter.
In hying to clarify current turmoil in
Quebec, Holbmok focuses on a few
individual responses, devoting an in-
ordinate amount of space to Pierre
Valligres. However, despite its flaws,
this book probably offers amore accur-
ate vision of Québecois historg to
young readers than they have been
given in English up until now. O

There @m@ was
2 WRIOH maid

She Never Was Afraid: The Biog-

@ohy of Annie Buller, by Louise
gtson, Progress Books, 129 pages,

$3.95 paper {IdB 1 1 3).
Toward Socialism: Selected Writ-
ings 1966-1976, by William Kashtan.
Progress Books, 372 pages, $14.95
cloth (ISBN 0 91939633 X) and $6.95
paper (ISBN 0919396 32 I).

By IAN YOUNG

IN SEPTEMBER. 1931, the miners of the
Souris coalfields in Saskatchewan went
on strike when the mine-owners re-
fused m negotiate changes in the appall-
ing working conditions and what
amounted m enforced serfdom of the
miners families to the company store.
The strikers planned a parade and

ublic meeting to acquaint the other
ocal people with the issues involved in
the dispute.

The mine-owners and town officials,
determined to stop the parade, called in
a squad of RCMP to beef up the local
police force. When the miners' march
reached the outskirts of Estevan, the
police and RCMP opened fire with
machine guns. Three miners were
killed, about 50 wounded. and when
the injured were taken m the local
hospital, they were turned away by the
doctor in charge since they were unable
to pay “a week in advance the
wounded had m be taken 50 miles, m
Weybum. One died on the way.

As a result of the strike. union
organizer Annie Buller was triad
(twice) on a charge of inciting to riot,
and sentenced to a year's solitary
confinement in the bleak North Battle-
ford prison. During the first trial, an
exasperated prosecutor complained:

“The accused has an obsession; she
doesn’t defend herself. she defends the
whole working class.” That was the
atmosphere surrounding the labour
movement in Canada in the] 930s.

She Never Was Afraid (the title is
from an old union song) is the biog-
raphy of Annie Buller, Canadian
communist and union organizer, and a
fighter of admirable toughness and
determination. Unhappily, she cannot
be said m have been much of a thinker.

When she was imprisoned a second
time. it was — at least in part; Ms.
Watson's book is unclear on this point
-for opposing Canadian participation
in the Second World War. By the time
she was released, the Communist Party
had done a 180-degree turn and was
posing as the champion of democracy
In the war against Hitler. Annie Buller
strode into the struggle without a
qgualm! And from the moment she
joined the Worker’s (that is, Commu-
nist) Party in 1922. she seems never m
have questioned even one of its pro-
posals (no matter how unworkable), its
amazing twists and turns of policy (no
matter how contradictory) or its support
of Moscow's program of calculated
carnage. A sturdy war-horse, Annie
Buller had her blinkers firmly fixed in
place-till thedayshedied in harness.

Miss Buller’s blind devotion M the
tenets and tactics of the party doesn’t
bother Louise Watson, whose book is
in effect a hagiography of its subject —
and also of the party both women
belong m. Its style is adequate to its -
task and more than a little pedestrian.
The few articles of Annie Buller's
included as appendices are perfectly
ordinarK in every way, diminishing
rather than enhancing one’s apinions of
Miss Buller.

Even so. it is fine stuff compared to
the Wearin?Iy turgid and cliché-ridden
speeches of William Kashtan. General
Secretary of the Communist Party of
Canada. There is at least one speech for
each year of the decade 1966-76 —
except for 1968, the year of the Russian
invasion of Czechoslovakia, which
Kashtan's patty continues to rational-
ize, true m its tradition as one of the
most slavish of all the Moscow-line
parties. Not in this book though, where
the only reference to the East European
revolts isaone-lineallusion to *‘un-
successful attempts m restore capital-
ism in [Hungary and Czechoslovakia]”
— an .untruth too baldly stated m
convince anyone.

Toward Socialism is, | suppose, the
book to read if you want m know |
about the Canadian party’s (declared)
policies of the moment. General Secre-
tary Kashtan’s book could help con-
vince one of the truth of Stephen
Leacock’s thesis that socialism would
only work in two places — Heaven.
where they don’t need it, and Hell,
where they have it aready.O
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Of women
reborn whole

Becoming Woman: The Quest Tor
Wholeness in Female Experience. b
Penelope Washbourn. Fitzhem
Whiteside, 174 pages. $9.40 cloth

(ISBN 0 06 069259 &)

The Self-Help Guide to Divurce
Children Welfare. by Penelope Jahn
and Charles Campbell. House of
Annnsi. | 10 pages. $3.95 paper (ISBN

USS7846122).

Herstory 1977: A Canadian
Women’s Calendar. by the Sas-
Latchewan Women's Calendar Collec-
tive. 121 pages. $3.95 (ISBN 0 88830
[138).

By ELEANOR WACHTEL

THE crisis approach to life styles.

viewed positively as an _opgortunlty for
personal growth. is again becoming a
popular notion. Do not despair that
your lifeisin aheap at your feet. that

your husband has run off with his
sectetary, that you've been laid off; it

is somehow dl for your own good.

Among these gloomy yea-sayers we
find Penelope Washboum who teaches
religion and women's studies at the
University of Manitoba. In Becoming
Woman, she identifies 1O crisis points
in the life of awoman and ‘ campaigns
for greater acknowledgement and rec-
ognition of them as symbolic rites of

passage.

“The quest for wholeness’ is a
spiritual one. Ateach step. there are two
options: the graceful and the demonic.

yrowth or self-limitation. In that each

Ife crisis seems to pose the same

fundamental problems. Washboumn's

approach becomes repetitive. a recur-

rent refrain of the necessity todie and be

reborn. to reassess one's worth. goals,

and identity. Thereis no sense that the
acquusition of grace in coming through

one crisisisofany help in meeting the
next.

Becoming Woman is a dense book
with heavy doses of Erikson, Jung, and
many many others, Washbourn displays
arather random approach to anthro-
pology: “primitive people” are trotted
out without name or origin to illustrate a
point. The gravity is relieved only by her
very personal reminiscences. which
reveal a more human character than the
platitudes and “inspirations’ might
Imply. _ .

For those facing the difficulty of
negotiating the actual crisis of marital
breakdown. _delinauent children. or
poverty, an eminently practical treat-
ment Is given in Penelope Jahn and

Charles Campbell’s Sdlf-Help Guide
to Divoree Children Welfare. Some-
what mislabelled'since it is more defini-
tional than self-help. this vade-mecum
through the |abyrinth of Canadian fam-
ily law doesn't assume, expect. or
recommbnd that you do-it-yourself. It
does try to tell you what you are up
against and what help you are likely to
need. The authors seek to make it
accessible to laymen and non-middle-
class types, with such deliberate collo-
quiaisms as *Ifthe bum’s gone and left
you” or “Obedience to your socia
worker is the name of the game” and
other attempts at Streetwise advice. The
result is a dight but useful book, clear
and informative. However, because
many of these matters fall under provin-
cial jurisdiction and so vary somewhat
across Canada, there is an acknowl-
edged Ontario bias.

Even if your year is free from these
kinds of crisis, it can still be atime for
increased awareness. You'll have to
catch up on Abigail Becker, Judy
LaMarsh, and Susan Margaret Gunn,
but ahead, in the 1977 appointment
book Herstary, lie Thonadethur,
Savella Stechl'dzufm. and Margaret At-
wood: so it remains worthwhile to pick
up this fourth edition of the Canadian
Women's Calendar. A whimsical selec-
tion of modem and historical women
who have contributed in the fields of
arts, sciences. and social welfare, pro-
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vides the facing pages for your own
week!g schedule. And there's an index
and bibliography at the back if you wish
to incorporate these figures into it. The
theme this year is collective action. a
kind of theirstory. but happily we can
still read abgﬂt the heroics of akthe
[8th-century Chipewyan peacemaker.
Thanadelthur. O

For suckers,
COM AMOFE

Under Protective Surveillance. by
Marlis Fleming, McClelland & Stew-
art, 317 pages. $10 cloth (ISBN
0771031564).

By ARCHIE GRAHAM

t AM A layman when it comes to
understanding the financial world, but |
have yet to be lured by one of those
business ads that, for a price, guarantee
| can earn $30.000 while lying in bed
with jaundice. Perhaps | don't want
money badly enough to be gullible
about giving it away to get more. For
the con man who runs such ads.
however, the money game is easy to

ROBERTSON DAVIES

unique trilogy and can be enjoyed on
their own. These books prove that
‘Canadian literature is no longer
daughter in her mother’s house but
mistress in her own.” -Anthony

The University of Toronto professor
has up-dated the best history of
Canada available to include 1976
events.

The Pelican History

of Canada

MORDECA! RICHLER

With hls notorious humoeur and wis-
do_m, Mordecai Richler tells us about
growing Up in Montreal.

NEW CANADIAN PENGUINS

The acclaimed Deptford stories form a

Burgess.

FlIh Business $1.95
The Manticore $1.95
World of Wonders $1.95
KENNETH MCNAUGHT

92.95

The Street $1.95
Ths Apprenticeship
of Daddy Kravitz $1.95

Penguin Books Canada Limited
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Blay. To begin with. he wants money so
adly he's prepared to rip someone off
to get it. After that the formula is KISS
(“Keep It Simple, Stupid”). because
there are suckers galore who are just
clamouring to be bled. And what the
hell. why shouldn’t he bleed them?
Somebody will. If the law doesn’t
protect them against their own greed
and gullibility, that's their problem.
They should learn to take care of
themsalves. He survives because he
works at it. Even when he loses he goes
ont on his own and tries to put it all back
together again. He is a “pro with a
heart” who believes in “free enter-
prise,”” which means he uses brain
without brawn to empty the public
coffersinto his own pocket, asif the
lack of violence in the execution of the
theft somehow obliterates the erimi-
nality of the act.

Author Marlis Fleming's husband is
such abdliever, and hels the central
figure in her book. Under Protective
Surveillance. Glen Fleming was a stock
distributor who manipulated the stock
market to produce enormous amounts
of money for his own pocket. But he
was captured in 1972 by the RCMP and
currently lives “under protective sur-
veillance’’ while testifying as a Crown
witness in the investigation of orga-
nized crime in Montreal. The author
writer under a Bseudonym and al the
names in the book are changed for
obvious reasons,

Ms. Fleming’'s work is an informa-
tive one. but it reads like the Scriptsin
all the TV cop shows you have ever
seen. The plot sounds something like
this: enter with. wife and child from
south of the border one James Colby
Dunielson, alias J. C. McDaniels, A. J.
hicCandless, Glen Fleming, the Stock
Doctor. Leaving a string of unpaid bills
totalling hundreds of thousandsin the
U.S. and a reputation for stock market
“manipulation” that stretches farther
than the arm of the law. he bits the
Vancouver Stock Exchange like dyna-
mite that explodes al the way to
Montreal. The Stock Doctor finds him-
sef ina “hustler’s heaven” filled with
blue-eyed Canadian angels. and he
can't resist the easy pickings. He
conspires with another seasoned
Y ankee ace to revive. by hook or by
crook. Pace Industries. a Yankee
operation that is running a aloss on the
VSE. But not so fast; those Canadian
angels are really devils in disguise. and
the dedl is sabotaged when unaccount-
able stock is issued and the share prices
tumble. Not only that. but another of
the red-cheeked boys from the North
actually demands his investment back
with interest, or he'll blow the whistle
on the whole operation and call in (no,
not Columbo. but guess who'?) the
Mounties. So the Stock Doctor
vamooses it out of the Wild West only
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to be caught in Toronto. Just like
Sergeant Preston, the Horsemen al-
ways get their man.

Between the acts of this outrageous
drama, there are some important facts
revedled in the book. The author
de-mystifies the stock exchange, for
example. explaining sometimes in con-
vincing detall how her husband revived
moribund companies and set up phony
corporations to embezzle public funds.
Apparently, Canadian laws are lax
enough to permit the totally discreet
accumulation of a company’s stock to
gain absolute control. In this way,
organized crime and independent
hustlers swindle the nation out of
millions of dollars every year.

A less surprising revelation concerns
the RCMP’s method of “protective
surveillance” The latter includes
24-hour house guests, a shotgun rider
for the children to and from school. the
severance of links with rélatives and
friends, and total accountability of all
activities from the bedroom to the
shopping mall -or wherever elseitis
necessary to venture. This is not shock-
ing news to most of us, but it is
unfortunate, and the author’ s frequent
bitterness towards the federal policeis
understandable.

Under Protective Surveillance has a
wider appeal than the title suggests.
The revelations of the RCMP's meth-
ods of loving care, while important, are
less significant than the warning this
book transmits to prospective investors.
The audacity and expertise of the con
men, coupled with the laxity of the law,
affords too little protection for the
stock-market novice: O
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parapsychs

The Psychic Mafia, by M. Lamar
Keene as told to Allen Spraggett,
Macmillan (St. Martin’s Press), 177
gages, $8.95 cloth (ISBN O-9000-

49-831.

By HOWARD EISENBERG

THE DECLINE OF ingtitutiona religion
and the weakening of the prevailing
materialistic philosophy has produced a
recent upsurge of interest in the *‘oc-
cult™ in an attempt to find a more
satisfactory raison d' étre.

For some, the occult is but a
psychological crotch representing a
regression to a more primitive and
magical way of viewing the world.
However, there are also a considerable
number of scientists, particularly the
parapsychologists, who are seriousy

attempting to research this field. Since
by defiriition the “occult” means the
mysterious and henceisintrinsically
anti-establishment, it is to be expected
that' there would be considerable
controversy among its proponents and
detractors.

The title. The Psvehic Mafia,
suggests an exposé of a highly
organized operation that is domi-
nating the psychic scene for its own
nefarious interests. As such the title
is somewhat misleading, for the
book merely offers the views of a
former fraudulent “spiritualist
medium” on the conjuring tricks of his
particular craft. The book’s pro-
tagonist, M. Lamar Keene. was an
avaricious psychic charlatan who had
become a key figure in the mainstream
of spiritualism in the U.S. as shown by
his previous positions as a trustee of
both the infamous Camp Chesterfield in
Indiana (“spiritualism’s answer to
Disneyland”) and of the Universa
Spiritualist Association (a major
spiritualistic clergy-ordaining and
church-chartering organization). The
book is basically his confessions as
described by Allen Spraggeit, a noted
writer who specializes in covering the
occult scene.

Keene had represented himself as a
“spiritualist medium” who was able to
communicate  with  discarnate
“spirits.” In this book, he colourfully
describes the ingenious tricks his trade
employs to convince the gullible

clients of the existence of psychic
Bowers and the spirit world. He also

riefly comments on the ﬁathol ogical
personality make-up of both his fellow
fraudulent necromancers and of those
whom they succeed in conning-for it
takes two to tango. The term “psychic
mafia” is actually used in his reference
to the loosely organized network of
espionage by means of which
“mediums” can often obtain advance
information on their clients from their
fellow practitioners.

It is to be hoped that Allen Spraggett
will lend his formidable skills as an
investigative reporter to writing a se-
quel in which he could cover the even
more currently prevalent aspects of
psychic charlatanism perpetrated by
alleged “psychic healers” and those
high-powered hucksters who operate
“schools” to teach people how to
develop their own psychic powers by
means of unethical and potentially
dangerous techniques.

Thisis certai nIK not the first exposé
of the fraudsin the spiritualist move
ment but it does additionally provide a
good description of their baﬂ of
tricks that should be helpful to those
novices who have an interest in attempt-
ing to consult with a genuine
“medium.” 0
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Ars longa,
hers bonkers

Enjoying Canadian Painting, by
Parricia Godsell, General Publishing,
272 Pages. $19.95 cloth (ISBN 0-7736-

00531 ).

Dorset 76: Cape Dorset Annual
Graphics Collection, 1976. preface by
Alma Houston. M.F. Feheley Pub-
lishers, 83 pages, (ISBN 0-919880-

05-3).

By BARRY LORD

ONLY CANADIANS Who enjoy a prot-
racted national insult (and unfortu-
nately there are some) will enjoy
Enjoving Canadian Painting. The title,
inflected in aerisp Britishaccent, ought
to be “Enjoying Reminiscences of
European Painting, as Suggested by
Various Colonial Examples.”
English-born and Oxford-trrdned,
Patricia Godsell came to this outpost 25
years ego end favoured the local in-
habitants at Carleton University with
her lectures on the history of art and its
*appreciation.” Now, even though she

has moved on to a far less fortunate
colony, es the wife of our High Com-
missioner to Bangladesh, she has left
behind her compendium of a British
schoolgirl’s remarks about our culture.
The colonial put-down has been
practised often enough, "but Godsell
perfects it-. F€I formula is to introduce a
Canadian painting and then pass on
quickly to fill her pages wtth art-
historical generalities about the Euro-
n artist that the Canadian reminds
er of. Arthur Lismer's “September
Gale.” for example, occasions a lec-
ture on Van Gogh; Frederick Verner's
Eicture of a buffalo on the prairie sets
er chattering about the saccharine
house-pet paintings of the British Vic-
torian artist, Landseer; or William
Brymner’s large canvases may remind
her, for no particular reason, of the
miniature painting of the obscure
French academic, Emnest Meissonier.
Of course all this imperial free-
association must be made to look like
the stuff of art history. So each “com-
parison” has to be qualified with ad-
missions that there may be no direct
relotion between these artists-in fact,
the Canadian artist may never even have
beard of his supposed imperial master.
No mutter: hang him anyway. As she
notes after hypothesizing a particularly
irrelevant connection between our
mid- 19th-century genre painter Robert
Todd and the British horse painter

e i i L e
-

George Stubbs. “It is unreasonable to
compute Todd with Stubbs. because
Stubbs was a great artist and far
superior to the average home painter.”

The advantage of thii approach for

*Godsell is that she seldom has to strain

her eyes to look at “‘average’ Canadian
art, Our English schoolmistress is a bit
embarrassed by the attention we have
accorded to Tom Thomson, Emily
Carr, and the Group of Seven. But she
minimizes the impact of Thomson by
neglecting to mention his brilliant oil
sketches,. end by reproducinga weak
decorative panel he did in en off
moment. As for Emily Carr, Godsell
complains that we have made her into
“almost a national heroine,” and es-
sures us that Emily would not at all like
being “fashionable” in this way. Our
author manages to mis-date an impor-
tant Carr drawing by us much as 20
years, but us always she is ready with
her European “source book” for our
notes.

The realism of Thomson, and the
fact that realism is at the core of
Canadian painting, escapes her com-
pletely. Incredibly, the word
“realism™ occurs neither in her index
nor in her six-page glossary of stylistic
terms. She deplores the popularity of
“genre scenes based on sad, sentimen-
tal little stories., such es [George]
Reid’s *Mortgaging the Homestead'."
But what is **sentimental’” about Reid
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THE EASTER BEAGLE

THE CITY BEYOND THE GATES
New Spring Titles From KIDSHELF

IT'S THE EASTER BEAGLE, CHARLIE BROWN by
Charles M. Schulz. Snoopy is at it again — trying to
liven up everyone’s Easter. Also a greet holiday TV

DISCOVERING STAMPS by Bryan Buchan. A fully_
illustrated first stamp book for would-be young collectors.

THE CITY BEYOND THE GATES, by N.Roy Clifton
What lies beyond the Fence? When dJaney decides to find
out, she enters a strange world where nature has

been replaced by machinery. An involving science fiction

CHILDREN'S PAPERBACKS FROM KIDSHELF:
ASK FOR THEM AT YOUR BOOKSTORE

SCHOLASTIC BOOK SERVICES, 123 Newkirk Rd., Richmdnd Hill,

. T
Jl ’(:. .r.&_.:_"!'?fr_ ) {‘:/
L0y -"”\-:::'-! I

OV s

o e A

. ‘_,_..u—"iz-'-;“:‘-” v, ur]
- -~ ] )

-

. / {n' H ':' " .-?-
JRISONPPPRN Y
Aoy s

ey rii )

Mav. 1977. Books in Canada 33

-m A


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Patricia+Godsell
http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Alma+Houston

reafistically documenting what actuaily
happened to hi own father on the Reid
family farm? She deals even more
expeditiously with the major social
realist of the 1930s. Miller Brlthin,
simply by leaving him out of her book.

Instead. she continues with the
apotheosis of John Lyman, a second-
rate American-born artist who was the
apostle of “modern art” in Montreal in
the 1930s and *40s. Lyman. we are
assured, ““was an artist of considerable
importance in the development of mod-
em art in Canada. In fact, he wasthe
liey figure in @ movement that led away
fmm the patriotic painting of the Group
of Seven.” The group. she admits,
*was deeply concerned with painting
Canada for Canadians.” But “in John
Lyman’s opinion this was a dangerous
aim for other artists to follow. It could
lead to paintings that were only pleas-
ing pictures and had no serious mean-
ing In the language of art.” Even today,
our national landscape art certainly is
“dangerous” to some people in this
colony. and it obviously does. have
“serjous meaning” in a language other
than that of *‘art,”” as understood by
Godsell.

The Lyman introduction only leads
her to wax rhapsodic later on about the
advent of American-style abstraction.
She is at the service of another empire
here. and is not nearly so sure of
herself. So, for instance. she wrongly

conjectures that Jean-Paul Riopelle in
Paris may have been influenced by New
York's Jackson Pollock, and imagines
brush strokes where there are none on a
canvas by Jack Bush. Errors and mis-
interpretations abound. Nevertheless,
like all compradors, she is delighted to
see “modem” Canadian art looking so
much like its U.S. model, and leaves us
with the comforting lie that “Canadian
art can now take its place in the world.
Whether or not it can be identified as
typically Canadian is open to question,
but there is no doubt that Canada has
artists today who are respected in every
nation.”® Well. everv nation that
counts, eh? .

There is. of course, no discussion of
the art market that regulates this imper-
ial circus. Nor is Godsell so vulgar as to
mention sordid patronage and tts ef-
fects on the artist at any point in our art
history. Asto the reasonable demands
of Canadian artists today that they be
paid for reproductions of their work,
they are airily dismissed by her remark
in the preface that “many artists have
most graciously allowed me to repre-
duce their work without a fee.” The
colour is lousy anyway (it is mostly too
red), but if you do pay $19.95 for this
tea-timecomwsation piece it is “nice”
to know that none of your money is
going to any “gracious’ arfists.

By contrast, Dorset 76 offers
magnificent reproductions of last year's

Buiterworiths announces

& BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CANADIAN LEGAL MATERIALS

UNE BIBLIOGRAPHIE DE DOCUMENTATION
JURIDIQUE CANADIENNE

More and more Canadians are demanding information on the law.
They want to know their rights, but until now it has been very difficult
to find the right kind of information. |t does exist; finding it has been
the problem.

Recqonizing the need for a bibligaraphv of Canadian legal matexials
designed especially for non-law libraries, the Canadian Law Informa-
tion Councll has commissioned A Bibliography of Canadian Legal
Materials. A bilingual publication, this tifle will give you easy access to
end understanding of the maze of legal information presently
available.

For your copy of A Bibliography of Canadian Legal Materials
by G. Dykstra, write to:

Butterworth & Co (Canada) Ltd.,
2265 Midland Ave..
Scarborough, Ont

MI1P 451

(416) 292-1421

Publication Date: Aprll 1977
Approximate Price: $12.95 112 pages
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lithographs and engravings by the In-
nuit artists of Cape Dorset. Even so. the
most moving picturesin this impecca-
bly designed little volume ate the
perceptive photographs of the artists by
Tessa MacIntosh, The text is skimpy,
and you have to ignore such formalist
gibberish in Alma Houston's preface
as, “One senses his careful and know-
ing approach to the reality of a piece of
paper.” But a the back of the book are
some telling quotations from the artists
themselves. My favourite is Pudlo
Pudlat’s: “With tKe money | earn from
drawing for the Co-operative,. I buy
fmm the Co-operative store. | buy the
items 1 can afford. 1 do not”buy
expensive items.”” There iSmore reality
for every artist in Canada in those three
sentences than in al of Patricia
Godsdl’s book. O

I

Bodly and
sou] together

The Relafion Between Physical
and Mental lliness, by Michagl Robin
Eastwood, U of T Press, 119 pages,
10 cloth (ISEN 0 8020 3323 7).

Man and the Biological Revolu-
tion, edited by Robert H. Haynes, York
University. 102 pages, $6.50 cloth
(ISBN 0 919604 23 4) and $4 paper
BN O 919004 24 2).

By RICHARD LUBBOCK

—

Do “TYPE A" personalities really suffer
more heart attacks and does worry
actualy lead to ulcers? Dr. Michael
Eastwood's sober report. The Relation
Benveen Pirysical and Mental lliness. IS
acareful. cautious scientific discuss&
of afield study that investigates this
problem. . . o
The book bristles with the statistical
apparatus of chi-square tests and stand-
ard deviations, and makes the general
reader yearn for what Senator Muskie
calls **one-handed scientists,” scien-
tists who do not offer inscrutable
.Ludgemems of the form *‘on the one
and ... but on the other.” In the end.
though. Dr. Eastwood does unbend
enough to utter gingerly the declarative
statement: “There is a positive associa-
tion between psychiatrit and physical
disease” Thisis a stem book’ for
professionals and will shed no light on
the etiology of your sinus headaches. |
cancertainly seeitasalearned paperina
, Scientific_ iourna). althoyeh | am not
rqualified to judge whetherit was worthy
of the expense and dignity of publication
between hard covers. .
If Eastwood's book is hard science,
then Man and the Biological Revolu-
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don is pop-scientifico-philosophical

razzmatazz, It is a collection of York
University’s Frank Gerstein Lectures of
1973-74. | don’t envy the York savants
who were compelled to cobble together
thisunwieldy mish-mashat the behestof
the Gerstein Foundation. They chose for
their theme the intellectual fallout that
followed the scientific “Darwin Catas-
trophe,”” and invited four windy super-
stars of the trendy-lecture circuit to
effuse all over it.

Whereas Dr. Eastwood’s research is
new and unique, each of the Gerstein
Lectures gives the impression of having
been delivered a thousand times before
at a thousand different universities, and
simply retouched for the occasion, as
though the speakers were stand-up
comics adapting their shticks for Al
Schwartz’'s El Flamenco Room in
Akron. Ohio.

on/off/set

Geneticist Theodosius Dobzhanski
touches on culture, genetic engineer-
ing, and eugenics. Psychobiologist
Roger Sperry grapples clumsily with
free will and the mind-body problem,
veers off into the familiar differences
between our right and left cerebral
hemispheres, and skids to a halt on a
one-sentence attempt to relate all that to
education. The master heart surgeon
Michael DeBakey wisely sticks to fas-
cinating anecdotes about heart surgery.
And economist Kenneth Boulding de-
livers a lightly veiled plea for even more
welfare statism.

In the Gerstein Lectures there is
hardly a thought that has not been better
stated elsewhere. And surely Dr.
Eastwood's objective monograph can
find a place only on the shelves of a few
professional libraries. Query: Are these
books really necessary? O

by Len Gasparini

nthe fine tradition of Wystan Hugh,
our latter-day show-off knocks a few

IT'S AMAZING how many books of
poetry come into this office. There most
be a multitude of poets out there. A
friend remarked recently: “Throw a
stone-bit a poet.” Well. I'd like to
preface this column with some astute
comments by W. H. Auden regarding
the reviewing of books that one would
prefer to pass over in silence. “Attack-
ing bad books,” he said. “is not only a
waste of time but also bad for the
character. If 1find a book really bad, the
only interest | can derive from writing
about it has to come fmm myself, from
such display of intelligence, wit and
malice as| can contrive. One cannot
review a bad book without showin,
off.”Aside’ from the psychologica
insight contained in this passage, there
ismuch lightcast on thecritic. So. at the
expense of showing off occasionaly,
here | go.

Multiple Choices: New and
Selected Peams, 1951-1976, by Harry
Howith (Mosaic Press, $3.95 paper).
There is a great dedl of elfin wit at play
in this volume of poems. Howith has
assembled his favourite poems from five
previous collections and grouped them

under thematic headings. A sense of .

bravura strides through his work, and
the poetic instinct is always keen. Some
of the poems cough and spotter trite
lines. but their energy of form carries
them. for the most part. uphill. |
particularly enjoy his “gtudy in Mauve
and Charcoal.”” Ionly wish that more of

his poems could express the same
lyricism.

Within the Wound, by Fraser
Sutherland (Northern Journey Press.
paper unpriced) is a pamphlet that
contains some extremely good verse.
I’'m referring to such poems as
*‘Auden’s Face,”” “Mothers of Small
Children,” and “Madwomen.”
Sutherland is a slow, meticulous poet.
but his craftsmanship is evident. I'm
looking forward m seeing a much larger
collection.

To Feed the Sun, by Brian Purdy
(Three Trees eFr%s, $3.50 paper). This
book is a delightful package of sur-
prises. There is some Dylan Thomas
mfluence in poems suchas **Childhood:
One.” But thejoyful imagery and facile
rhythm it works with are enough to
make one overlook any gnarly shoulder.
What most impresses me about Purdy’s
verse iS the unobstructed flow of syntax:
“The orchards are big with peaches
no-onepicks. ™ “City I have you exactly
where you want me/in the seoty palm of
alovel would not choose.” He knows
how to use the hendecasyliable line
musically and his rich lexical range
gives him a certain freedom that Is
enviable in a poet his age.

30 (Some Odd) Poems, by George
Miller (Three Trees Press, $3.95 paper)
is another interesting book. It displays a
deftly surreal touch that could be inter-
{)reteda_s a ogicofmetaphoropposed to

he logic of rational thought. A good

. account, collected from yearly politlcal
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The Rise of .
The Parti Québécois

1967-1973
John Saywell

One of Canada’s leading historians
and political commentators traces the
evolution Of the Parli québébecols fronn
its beginnings upto the present. This

surveys originally published In the

. Canadian Annual Review belween
1967 and 1975, provides acomplete
and objective narrative of the party’s
history and its context In Quebsc poli-
tics and society. Saywell draws the
story together with a licking narrative
and a final chapter on 1976 and the
events surrounding the party's stun-
ning victory in the November election.
This is essential reading for all con-
cerned about the destiny of Quebac
and of Canada. $12.50 cloth. $5.85

paper

Sexval Behaviour

in Canada _
Patterns and problems
Edited by Benjamin Schlesinger

This collection of papers, written by
speclalists In a variaty cl flelds, Is the
first Canadian bock devoted tc the
study cf sexual behaviour. The papers
present a general view of sexual atl-
tudes and current sex research in
Canada as well agmore specialized
studles of sexuality and the life cycle,
sexual behaviour among selected
groups such as homosexuals and
transsexuals. sexuality and the law,
and education fcr sexualily. Il is an
ideal source book for professionals in
many fields, including medicine. nurs-
ing, social work. family life studies.
sociology, psychology. and psychlatry..
The book Includes an extenslve listing
of resource materfal. $15.00 cloth,
$6.95 paper

prices are thoge suggesied at time of publication
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example is Miller's poem “Back to
Back LSD."" The other poems wear a bit
after several readings. But there is great
verve and irony here; and the book’s
cover design is most unusual.

OCctomi. by Andrew Suknaski. with
drawings by William Johnson (Thistle-
down Press. $3 paper). Strictly speak-
|n% thisis not acollectionof poems but
rather a retelling of fanciful Indian
stories. Suknaski has probably done
more to advance the cause of Indian
culture than Stanley Park has done for
the totem pole. The government could
really use hi. Johnson’s fine drawings
show a genuine love for nature.

The Crovm Prince Waits for a
Train. by Tim Inkster, and Poems for
American Daughters. by C. H. Ger-
vai stbothPorcuping sQuill.eachS2.95
paper) are unpretentious pamphlets of
poesy. Thetitle of Inkster’s offerin
reminds me of aroyal itinerary. Some o
the stuff ismellow and lyrical, espe-
cidly **Fram a Woodcut Found in a
Well-lit Room.” | like that title. The
g'iher poems are too slack and predicta-

e

Gervais' poetry is strong on sensibil-
ity and thin on style. His poems lack
rhythm and force. | think that “Charles
Aflas” the only lone poem in his
collection. comes out the best.

The Land They Occupied. by John
Flood (Porcupine's Quill. paper mm-
priced). Flood. the editor of Boredl. a
lively little mag in Northern Ontario, has
%iven us a series of poems from an

istorical perspective on the plight of
the Indians. In his preface he says.
“Today it is evident that what the
Indians were giving away was their
birthright as well as their right to live
according to the design of their eul-
ture.”” In other words. the government
swindled them lock. stock. and barrel.
Flood's poems are a grim reminder,
poignantly expressed. We use the word
“Indian.” he says.

ws if in dcfence of a species,
like huffule or crane, aliost
wxhinct.

Busiaman. caveman, aborigine.
Wisar nexe? The difference

B nweent us is the gavernameni

hunting

Hiw obsoleteness out of us.

Words for Love & Hate & the Long
Nights|n Between. by AnitaLatner
(Lester & Or%epr $5.95 cloth). How a
reputable publishing house could put
out abook of such pretentious pap as this
one is completely beyond me. It should
be banned. | have to blame the pub-
lishers for this garbage. It is the worst
collection of drivel 1 have ever had to
review, Ugh!

Tvo Poems for a Manitoulin Island
Canada Day. by Lionel’ Kearns
(Blewointment Press, $1.50 paper) isa
long satire in which a McDonald's
hamburger replaces the beaver as our
national symbol. A very funny and
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readable book: Kearns' invective con-
tains alot of piquant relish.

| only have one litmag to mention in
this column. It is Black Moss, edited by
Marty Gervais, RR 1, Coatsworth, Ont.
This mag comes out twice ayear and
contains poetry, critical articles, inter-
views: photos, and book reviews. Sub-
scriptions are $6 per year. The typeface
istiny but the contents are first-rate.

first IMpPresSIOmS

Finaly, I'd likete put aword in here
for Dreadnaught Pressin Toronto. Th
have been printing some beautifu
broadsides of poems in their 52 Pickup
series. I ve been told that they are going
into a secend series, and anyone in-
terested should contact, Greg Gatenby,
130 MacPherson Ave., Apt. 13. To-
ronto,

That's all. folks. Q

by David Helwig

A son rises in the East, a driier from
the middle, and a Jung set in the West

Goodbye Momma, by Tom Moore,
Breakwater, 70 pages, $7.95 cloth
(ISBN 0919948 19 7) and $3.95 paper

INBN U YI1UY948 16 Y

Lockwood. by Joseph Suessmuth,
Callins, 202 pages, $9.95 cloth (ISBN

000 222085 /)

Two Strand River, by Keith Mail-
lard, Press Parcéple, 267 pages, $8.95
cloth (ISBN 0 88878 088 5).

IN MY MIND’s eye. there is a map of
Canada, an outline in black and white
that is gradually being filled in with
colour and texture as the country is
created in the imagination of its writers.
Parts of the map already have a good
deal of colour and texture. Parts are still
blank, but these areas are becoming
smaller and fewer.

In the last few years. the map of
Newfoundland has filled in a lot. Part of
the burst of recent publication is
Goodbye Momma, a first novel by Tom
Moore. The book tells thestory of Felix
Ryan, ayoung boy born in an ontport
(51%niﬁcantly named Delight) to aloca
girl who has married asailer who hails
from the Canadian West.

When his father, at the end of the
Second World War, takes a job with a
company that specializesin the con-
struction and maintenance of com-
munication towersh Felix and his
mother settle with her parents. The
grandfather is a great local story-teller:

Grandpa would never begin a story without

prompling and encouragément from his

audience. | can se¢ now that hc old these
stories mainly for Grandma's amusement,

He was her true love even U to the eruclest

extremities of old age.

Walt Ryan, Felix’'s serious and sober
Canadian father, is almost an intruder
in this household where the boy is
surrounded with a "warm and unde-
manding affection.

The boy’s mother dies of tuber-

culosis and at first Felix seems amost
untouched by her death; he is pre-
occupied by the complicated politics of
his friendships. But when. a few
months later. his father returns with
B]ans for remarriage. Felix feels angry,

itter, betrayed. The balance of the
book deals with theway heand his
father gradually come to terms with
their new relationship.

Goodbye “Momma iS a straight-
forward story that combines an un-
obtrusive fedling of place with a tender
but gritty and unsentimental vision of
human [ife. At the end of the book,
Felix says goodbye to the memory of
his mother and with it to the link with
his grandfather and the past. He accepts
a commitment to the future with his
humane but humourless Canadian
father. His history is perhaps a
metaphor for Newfoundland's,

Not just physical regions, of course,
are gradually filled in on my imaginary
map. Joseph Suessmuth’s Lockwood
moves from Toronto to the U.S. and
parts of Europe, but what it adds to my
map is a fictional version of a region of
society, the spon or recreation or
cbsession (depending on your point of
view) of automobile racing. For the
book’s hero, Peter Lockwood., racing is
an obsession. At the beginntng of the
book he isin debt. scheming, borrow-
ing. and cheating to put together a car
for Group 7 races within his own area.
At the end of the book, he is an
international celebrity driving Formula
1 cars with the best in the world:

This was the essence of what they were
doing. This wos battling to the limits of
skill and courage where no mistake was
permilted and none was forgiven. Itwas a
psycholopical battle where terrible pres-
sure might do the work when all else was
notencugh.

I know very little about cars except
that | no longerenjoy driving one. and
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it's a tribute to the book’s commitment
that it made me fed interested and
involved in Lockwood's career. The
characterizations are simple, but the
people are less important than the
machines and not meant to be as
complex. | don't know what a better-
informed reader would think of the
book, but 1 found it a pleasant
entertainment. | approve of Canadian
popular heroes who end up on top.

The physical geography of Keith
Maillard's Two Strand River isVan-
couver and the northern wilderness of
Vancouver Idand, and while he hand-
fes the places well, he clearly aso
means the book to be a journey to the
interior. not of a landscape, but of
human sexual identity. In anote at the
end of the book, Maillard gives some
indicmion of the extensive research he
did for the project. but hisinformation
iswell digested. Maillard works well
within the sensibilities of his charac-
ters, whatever their sexual persuasion.

The book’ s two central characters
are Ledie. amasculine young woman,
and Alan. afeminine young man; but of
course “masculine” and “femining’
saon become inadequate words in dis-
cussion of a book that sees all human
sexuality as a ‘*two strand river” in
which digtinctions are partial or tem-

polag“e isaformer Olympic swim-
mer. ill a ease with herself. herjob. the
remnants Of her athletic career; Alanis
a hairdresser who is taking on more and
more of the elements of femininity, yet
doesn't enjoy homosexua loving.
From the beginning of the book, we
sense that Ledlie and Alan belong
together. but they meet only on the last

soft and recycled

page after each has gone through the
experience of confronting the maé;ic
wilderness and surviving some kind of
psychic death and rebirth.

There are other characters — Alan’s
family in particular ~- and there is
enough plot interest that George Fre-
derick Blurb (Kou know him, the man
who writes the reallg ‘absurd book
jackets for al our publishers) is not
altogether crackers (though perhaps a
little short on literary tact) when he
refers to Maillard's hook as **a dam
good read.”

While the book is consistently well
written, | find that its statement of the
characters prablems is more interest-
ing that its solutions. Wilderness
magic, psychic death and rebiih, con-
frontation with terrifying totems of the
primitive past are becoming rather
conventional elementsin the construc-
tion of Canadian fiction. These themes
often strike me as expressions of what
has been wished rather than what has
been lived. They are footnotes to Jung.
and Jung is a spiritual sentimentalist.

Two Strand River Sets out to cover a
fairly wide spectrum of human sexual
feeling. and its greatest success is
Maillord's ahility to do that convinc-
ingly. It's worth mentioning, as com-
ment rather than criticism, that | think
the book leans. toward a female or
feminine reality. And that the
“straight” men are perhaps the least
interesting characters'in it.

Still, it was a book that for some
reason (perhaps the design of the cover)
I expected not to like, but once started,
1 found it won my respect and held, my

interest. [t opened up at least one or two

new townships of the mind. 8

by Paul Stuewe

Because of the ones that got away, Seal
Books will have to think as well as thwim

ONE OF THE Silliest but most enduring
myths about the domestic paperback
market i§ that Canadian authors just
aren’t capable of writing for it. Al-
though the origins of this attitude can
largely be attributed to the economic
dominance of American and British
firms, as has been spelled out in detail
earlier in this issue. we should not
overlook the glaring lack of enterprise
on the part of Canadian-owned publish-
ing houses. With few exceptions, the
latter have behaved as if the cheap
soft-cover book was a disgustingly

vulgar object best left to those pushy
foreign types; how much more satisfy-
ing: (and safe) to comply with the
requirements of provincial textbook
adjudicating agencies, or to service the
small but reliable markets for the
memoirs of retired ministers and recol-
lections of early days in Flannelmouth
Township.

As a result, many of our finest
authors got away to the friendlier arms
of foreign-owned firms. | have no idea
as to how strenuously Marie-Claire
Blais's agent attempted to find adomes-
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tic publisher for St. Lawrence Blues,
The Manuscripts of Pauline Archange,
and A Season in rhe Life of Emmanuel
{Bantam, each $1.50), but in any event
that person’s office should have been

deluged with offers from Canadian- .

| owned companies excited by the pros-

pect of publishing a writer of truly

| staggering excellence. Ms. Blais is so
) good that a reviewer despairs of finding
| the appropriate adjectives. but suffice jt
| tosay thatshe writes absolutely riveting
| prose that presents “colourful social
§ canvases and the internal workings of

tortured psyches with equal facility.
and I will be surprised-if a Canadian

" publisher’s loss does not tum out 1o be
| Bantam’s gain.

Along with the authors. a few pub-

; lishing houses got away as well. Before

Ryerson Press was sold m McGraw-
Hill, several Canadian firms turned
down the chance m acquire abacklist
that included many of the classics of

4 our literature and history: Now
f McGraw-Hill Ryerson is begmning to

reprint some of these in attractive
over-size formats, and you can bet

| that they're doing it because they think
| it's aprofitable proposition. Selwyn

Dewdney’'s edition of Norval
Morriseau's Legends of My People:
The Great Ojibway and Helen
Creighton’s collection of Maritimes
folk tales, Bluenose Ghosts ﬁeaCh
$4.95) present eminently readable ac-
counts of fundamental aspects of the
Canadian heritage, and one can only
hope that those who passed up the
chance to acquire such material will
lose afew nights' sleep prior to their
nest manifesto of demands for in-
creased government grants nnd favour-
able legidation.

So is any Canadian co, gany doing a
good job in the paperback field? A look
pt. the recent offerings of three of the
major soft-cover publishers tends to
confirm the less-than-optimistic con-
clusions drawn in previous manifesta-
tions of this column. PaperJacks easily
leads the field with a varied list that
combines broad appeal with reasonable
standards of literary quality, typified by
the racy popular history of John S.
Crosbie’s The Incredible Mrs.
Chadwick, the Gothic-with-a-touch-
of-class delights of Phyllis Brett
Young's Psyche and the war-as-farce
musings of Donald Jack’s It'’s Me
Again, the third volume of “The Bandy
Papers’ (each $1.95). The covers are
attractive, the price is right. and Paper-
Jacks doesn’t publish anything you'd
be ashamed to read on a medium-length
bus trip or a weekend at the cottage.

Asfor McCldland & Stewart, any
comment must be tempered by the
realization that the Seal Books deal
with Bantam should finally get them
into the mass market in a meaningful
way. Duly tempered, we may then
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proceed to observe that The Poems of
Al Purdy ($1.50) does what many of
its companion New Canadian Library
title5 have failed to accomplish: it pre-
sents a serious writer in a non-forbid-
ding manner. with a short, pithy intro-
duction by the author replacing the
more usua academic noodlings that
have probably scared off more-readers
than even the series uniformly un-
attractive covers. Margaret Laurence's

The Prophet’s Camel Bell ($3.95), on
the other hand, has been issued in an
unnecessarily large format that will
only serve to limit the sales of a book
that would have been a sure best seller
as a $1.95 pocket-sired volume, as is
Bantam's edition of The Diviners.
We'll wish Seal Books good luck
anyway, which it will certainly need
sri]nqe it will have to think as well as
thwim.

The most disappointing entry in the
Eaperback sweepstakes has been Totem
ooks. Most Totem releases seem to
exemplify adetermined effort to find
the lowest common denominator of
public taste. In the case of Winged

Warfare ($1.95). the memoirs of First
World War fighter ace Billy Bishop, his
bloodthirsty, racist, and in most other
respects objectionable narrative
qualifies as a minor historical docu-
ment, and | suppose there is some
justification for publishing it; the same
cannot be said for Norman Hartley’'s
fictiona thriller The Viking Process
($1.95). equaly mindless but without
the context of a shooting warm explain
away its viciousness, and about as
distasteful a book as you'll find this side
of R. Lance Hill, another Totem
author. I Beg to Differ (§2.25) collects
the Weekend Magazine columns of
Frank Lowe into a book that reads just
as you would expect it to-sort of like
starting the day with 87 bowls of cream
of wheat-but is at least arelief fmm
the unrelenting nastiness of the above;
and the only recent Totem title | can
even mildly recommend is David- E.
Lewis's A Lover Needsa Guitar
($1.95), unpretentious stories of Nova
Scotia small-town life that have the
same attractions as |leafing through an
album of old family photographs. It's a
dreary record, and one that your re-
viewer may be unable to continue to
follow on grounds of advancing literary
indigestion.

The mixed results achieved by some
of the larger publishers indicate the
difficulties of trying to muscle yourway
into an’ already crowded market. But
that doesn't seem to be deterring two of
our smaller presses. Talonbooks has
just brought out a reasonablﬁ priced
(%$2.95) reprint of Audrey Thomas's
Songs My Mother Taught Me. asuperb
evocation of growing l?ﬁ d%;ree by
painful degreethat you should badger



your booksdller into stocking. And the
fourth edition of Anansi’s Law Law
Law ($2.95 compiled by Clayton
Ruby. Lynn King. Paul Copeland, and
Greg King) updates avolumethat is
both extremely useful and a convincing

the browser

argument for the necessity of a Cana
dian Bill of Rights with teeth in it. Both
are inexpensive, valuable and neces-
sary books, and that's the way it should
always be in the best of all possible
paperback worlds. O

by Morris Wolfe

A bit of humour, a bit of history, and
a remarkable theory on the causes of idiocy

I've yusT finished the funniest book
I'veread in along time. | kept laughing
out loud and insisted on reading pass-
ages to anyone within range of my
voice. (When I'm a home, | have a
three-mom range.) The book is Wanna
Fight, Kid? by Chester Duncan
(OIueenslor! Books, 168 peaggs, $6.95).
A thouah it was published in 1975, |
didn’t know it existed until a friend
loaned me a copy a few weeks ago.
Duncan. who teaches English at the
University of Manitoba. is also a com-
ﬁpser. but is probably best known for
is regular appearances on CBC-Radio
programs such as Critically Speaking
and Passing Show. Duncan’'s reminis-
cences about his boyhood and his
comments about the problems of trying
to be a composer in Winnipeg arc a
delight. Here is Duncan, for I'nstance,
on the subject of his ineptitude in
Manual Training: “For about six
months we had been working on a
foot-stool for Mum. and | had been
hacking away at the thing with chisels
and saws and planes until it looked like
some interesting archeological find —
some kind of battered relic of Ancient
Man. When the time came for usto fit
the pieces together | had an awful time
because hardly anything fit. but |
persisted in akind o Panic, pulling and
hitting it and violently glueing the legs
on to the thighs. Finaly the thing -
trembled and was still. In one piece.
Gingerly | took it to the frontfor the
instructor’s inspection. Mr. Hamm
smiled a little and then took my foot-
stool in his hands and said quietly,
‘What's it supposed to be? ‘A foot-
stool for Mum.” | answered. ‘No it
isn't, he said and with a dlight move-
ment he exerted enough pressure on it
to break it all apart, and in a moment it
was Splattered on the floor like a pile of
kindling.” Or here is Duncan on the
subject of hisfirst lecture as a university
English teacher: “When | walked into
my first lecture-theatn | was about as
sick and nervous as it was possible to
be. | was laden with books and notes
which | found difficult to carry in my
weakness. | started a a terrific rate and
in 15 minutes it was al over. The

lecture period was 50 minutes long, but
| had used up dl my golden words in
15! Everything | knew about the whole
of English literature from Chaucer to
Eliot | had lavished on thii class, and |
had seven more lectures to go that
week.”* “Being a composer in Win-
mpeg,” "wiites Duncap “is amost a
contradiction in tetms o like that old
school problem in physics: is the sound
still there if no one hearsit?’ He says
he spent a great deal of his time “trying
to get {his] compositions on the air so
that all Manitoba could enjoy them as
much as [he] did.” Great stuff.
FO
A Man of Our Times: The Life-
History of a Japanese Canadian
Fisherman. by Rolf Knight and Maya
Koizumi (New Star Books, 135 pages,
$3.95 paper), makes for a fascinating
bit of reading. It avoids the sIereotyﬁe
of so many ethnic histories. “The
recipe for many such tales,” saysthe
introduction, “involves a mention of
first settlers (usualy pictured as awe-
struck peasants), an account of initial
hardships overcome by hard work and
frugality, an invariable commitment to
~political quiescence and conservatism.
and an ultimate pay-off of modest
financial security and of increasing
numbers of the second generation enter-
ing themiddle class. Further obligatory
ingredients include allusions to unique
cultural values ... descriptions of
wonderfully warm and strong family
ties, traditional ceremonials ... and
colourful song and dance routines. Top
off with the mention of a few Horatio
Alger notables and a reduced list of
‘contributions to Canadian culture’.”
Instead what we have hereis an extra-
ordinary hit of ora history — thelife
story of Ryuichi Yoshida, a man who
came to Canada in 1910 at the age of
23. Yoshida worked as a fisherman, a
logger and as a factory worker; he
organized Japanese workers. managed
a Japanese labour newspaper and
fought for years. mostly unsuceess-
folly, against the racism of white trade
unions. The book ends with an un-

necessary but touching apology: “M
life has been sort of tri%igo. I f% sorrgll
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for the readers. ,.. | don't think | had a
particularly unusua life.”

8 &

IRECENTLY rediscovered on my shelves
amarvellous Women's Christian Tem-
perance Union tract bought some years
ago in ajunk store. The book. titled
Eugenics: Nature’s Secrets Re-
veded, was written by W. J. Truitt,
M.D., and was published in 1920.
According to the title page, the book
offers “Vital Information for the Mar-
ried and Marriageable of All Ages; a
Word at the Right Time to the Boy,
Girl, Young Man. Young Woman,
Husband. ife, Father and Mother;
Also [in case anyone is excluded from
the above categories] Timely Help,
Counsd and Instruction for Every
Member of Every Home. Together with
Important, Hints on SocIAL PURITY,
HEREDITY. puysicaL Mannoob AND
wonMANHOOD By Noted Specidligts.
Embracing the Story of Life and How
to Tel It; Also a Department on Ethics
of the Unmarried.” Not surprisingly,
one of the things the book teaches is the
effect of drink, especially on children
“conceived a the time the father was
partialy intoxicated. There is no doubt
whateverthat under such circumstances
the child is pretty sore either to be
idiotic, or to have epileptic fits, or to be
of a feeble mind and irritable and
nervous system. Think, oh father

Margarat Arwood 1atks about "Rape Fantasnies’

Junn Cheegry  takes an the Canadian Literary
Estalitishment ancd the queat Joha Hobert Topo
lalwno
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All this and moere
in the first ever collection of

TORONTO

SHORT
STORIES

edited by Morris Wolfe
and Douglas Daymond

Only £5.95 at your bookstore.
Hardcover available at $11.50.

ol DOUBLEDRAY Canada Limited

1F BOND STRECT TONONTO GHTARIO 350 171

. May. 17. ooks in Canada 39



and mwther. how horrible to reflect in
after years. that the idiot owes its
wretched existence lo the intemperate
indulgence of the father!” This theory
puesa long way toward explaining
what’s wrong with many of us.

- o -
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AVAILABLE textbooks are so sketchy
andfor inaccurate on the subject of
Cunadian Indians as o be almost use-
less. It'sa pleasure. therefore. to come’
across the excellent set of inexpen-
sively reproduced loose-leaf notes
titled Indians: An Introduction to
Canada’s Native People, by Hope
MavcLean (81 pages. $2.00). It's avail-
able from the Canadian Association in

Support of Native Peoples. 16 Spadina’

Road. Toronto. The notes are written
in a simple. understated style that
would work well for both senior-
elementary and secondary-school stu-
dents. We're introduced to the seven
different culture areas of rhe Canadian
Indian and offered a close look at the
lifestyles of four of them—the farmers
of the Eastern Woodlands. the Indians
of the Plains, the Indians of the Pacific
Coast, and the Inuit. (I hadn't realized
there were so few Inuit — only about
13.500.) The book makes no attempt
cither to gloss over problems or to
cvaggerate them. It points out, for
example. that in 1971 Indian unem-
ployment in the cities was somewhere
around 70 _per cent — higher than on
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some reserves. The reason this hap-
pens, says MacLean, is that “many of
the Indians who come to the city have
little experience working at the kinds of
jobs they are likely to find. Although
rhey may be expert trappers or
fishermen. this is not enough training to
find them jobs. Often they do not have
as much education as employers de-
mand. Many do not speak English well.
especially if they come from the north
where Native languages are still used.”
Obvious. perhaps, but nevertheless
worth repeating. This material deserves
wide circulation. [

a N —

Notes and
comments

PRIME MINISTER Trudeau’s warning
that the country is living beyond its
means came as no surprise to Books in
Canada. We had already reached the
same unfortunate conclusion about
ourselves. In spite of generous and
sustained support from the Canada
Council andthe Ontario Arts Council,
as well as from our advertisers and
subscribers. we are failing to make
ends meet. Like thie publishing industry
as a whole, we are caught in the ironic
vise of a.literary hanm_amid_ an
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economic bust. On one side there are
pressures te continue to expand and
improve the formal of the magazine
because of the sheer volume of new
books being published and the growing
interest in CanLit, On the other side
there are pressures tocut back because
of ever-rising production costs and the
adverse effect of the general recession
on our projected revenues.

Those pressures won't soon go away
and we are exploring long-term solu-
tions to enable usto cope with them,
Meanwhile. we have reached the point
where immediate economies are neces-
sary.

With great reluctance, therefore, we
have decided to reduce the frequency of
the magazine to 10 issues a year from 12
-— following the lead of several other
Canadian magazines, including The
Canadian Forum ond Saturday Night.
Next month we will publish a double
June-July issue, which will appearat the
beginningof]une. Itwillbefollowed by
a double August-September ‘issue,
which will appear atthe beginning of
September. Existing subscriptions will
be extended accordingly.

There are good practical reasons why
a book-review magazine should double
up its summer issues. Many of our
readers are teachers and students and
readership invariably falls off in the
vacation months of July and August.
Moreover, few books are published
during those months — it’s the lull
before the fall season -and advertising
rends to decline dramatically.

However, there is little point in
denying that the loss of two issues is a
severe blow to oureditorial ambitions. It
means that, for this year at any rate.
there wilt be substantiatly fewer pages
available fo review Canadian books.
The economic pressures will be eased
but the space pressures will become
even more painful. Thus the aim of our
long-term planning will be to try to
maintain or increase the tota] number of
pages per year with thicker issues
despite the reduction in frequency.

A second decision, taken with even
greater reluctance, has been toeut back
our editorial staff to two persons from
three (all part-time). Thii move has cost
us the valuable services of Peter Such.
who joined us as Managing Editer
nearly two years ago. He will remain
closely associated with the magazine
while continuing m co-ordinate the
Canadian studies program at York
University’s Atkinson College and
working on a new novel.

Some of Peter’s duties have been
assumed by Pier Giorgie Di Cicco, who
with this issue becomes Associate
Editor and Circulation Manager.

% X
DESERVING PLUGS. Our profile of mas-
ter bookbinder Michael Wilcox (page
12) reminds us that the eighth annual



Torento Antiquarian Book Fair comes
up this month (May 12-14) in the
Crystal Ballroom of Toronto’'s King
Edward Hotel. It's a feast for those who
love old books. .. For those who love
new books. the Writers’ Union of
Canada is celebrating its fifth annual
meeting by staging a benefit show on
May 9 ot 8 p.m. in Toronto’s St.
Lawrence Centre. Tickets. at $10each,
are available to the public at the door
und at The Longhouse Bookstore (630
Yonge Street). Called “The All-Star
Electric Typewriter Revue.” the show
will be hosted by Pierre Berton and will
star, among others, Margaret Laurence,
Don Harron, and Earle Birncy.. . And
for those who love all books, we would
like to draw your attention to The
Canadian Writers’ Foundation Inc. The
business of this little-known organiza-
tion is to provide monthly cheques to
older writers when their income from
books has shrunk. Since the Canada
Council discontinued support two years
ago. the CWF has become increasingly
dependent on individual donations. The
foundation’s motto is: “Good writers
serve the nation and they deserve g
preciation.” We agree. The CWF's
address is: Box 3071, Station C, Ot-
tawa Kl 43.0

Letters to
the Editor

HOT FROM INDIA

Sir:

When a reviewer descends to personal insult. a
writer has on optien be, to reply. | may be no
paragon of modesty — no less than most, and
morc thun many -ho, | em far fmm being the
*indetatigable braggan™ that your reviewer Mr.
de Santana calls me in his March review of Days
wad Nights in Calennia. His sustained misread-
ing ot the textis malicious ta the point of per-
VOrsily.

[ am not “bragging™ when | quote my
futher-in-law"s call for the Nobel Prize For his
duughter (my wife). | am not bragging when t
wrote ““pethaps one Montreal author per decade
is fewtared m the Americun wecklies' — ir was
murely to prepare a seene of bland. polite Cana-
dian literary racism. In hoth scenes, t am con-
tronting the mixiore of unreal expeclation, total
approval, ard innocence that is part of Indian
family-life pi the level I know it, with the hostil-
ity. incompetence, and blank incomprehension
that an India-born author faces in Canada. My
hall’ of the book tries to show that growing
wwareness on my part; beginning with ammogant
confidence (“*‘How much d o your servants
make?™), ko a kind of abject helplessness in the
midst of the marriage-ritual.

Your revicwer's sentimenis o n India and
Hinduism are as dated and ’&au-unizing as his
cstolling of the virtues of E. M. Forster. A love
of Forster may get a calonial through English
Honours, be, it's no guide to modern India. My
hulf of the book was about the circles I iravelled
in. and in the Bengali middle-classes I found few
of the puranic sanctions still in effect. Perhaps
Mr. de Santana found the old Hessean tndfe still
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functioning; if he ever writes about it, I'H be
among the finst to read it

Purely as a literary critic, your reviewer is
inept. The purpose of the dual-narrative tech-
nique is to gie a better sense tin my half) of the
bewildering experience India ¢an k for no oul-
rider. Therefore the anecdote of the eviscerated
baby is of course flat in my section —1 em
getting it in translation, after the faet, and | ex-
tract from i, a particulor lesson. |, wonld be
melodramatic for-me to “build a seene™ Fmm il
Bharati, parlicipating in it as communal tale-
telling, can pive the full effect of such a story on
en insider. The split-handling of a single event is
no, offered as en occasion for comiparative stylis-
tics, but rather, es atribule to the depth, lexture,
end denstty of (even) middle-class life in modem
urban India.

Clerk Blaise
New Delhi
Indiu

COOL ON GLASSCO

Sir:

1 was interested in John Glassco's use of the
expression  ““women's-magazine  fiction™
(March). | wonder how much of the fiction
printed in women's magpzines Mr. Glassco has
actually read. [ first discovered the excellent
short-story writer, Laurie Colwin, in Mademoi-
selle. Charelaine hos printed fiction by Margaret
Atwood. Joyce Carol Oates, Marian Engel, Jane
Rule. and._also the first published short story of
Robert Fulford, Ms has printed fine short stories
by Margaret Drabble, Margarct Arwood, Gail
Godwin. end mony others. Igather that when
women's-magazine fiction js good i, is called
fiction, but when i, is bad i, is called
women's-magazine fiction. Similarly. when
women writers ace good they are called writers,
but when they are bed they are called women
writers.

Susan Zimmerman
Toronto

OPPOSITE CASE...

Sir: .

Ron Waldia. in his intreduction to the Special
Section on Education (March). refers to a recent
study commissioned by the [Ontario] Ministry of
Education end the Minisiry of College; end
Universities. As one of the authers of iwo of the
four stady reports, [ was somewhat startled to
read Mr. Waldie’s six-line summary of our
conclusions. I was tempted to suspect that all he
had read about the study was the editorial about i,

which appeared in the Toronto Star, end was
retracted the following day.

We did ner find that *mechanical skills in
math. science. sod prammar are marginally
lower™ than they were 10 years ego. Ta begin
with, we were not in most cases testing “*mechan-
ical skills.” Wc mrde no historical comparisons
at all in language skills or in Grade 12 mathema-
tics -no, From choice, but because we had no
adequate data from the past with which to make
comparisons. Granted. teachers of lish felt
that skills in their subjept had declined. Butso did
teachers of mathematics, end the Gndc 13 math
students did bewser than kd (heir 1968 counter-
paris. There has indeed been a statistically
significant decline in scores on the Gndc 13
physics test sinc€ 1970; some possible explana-
lions are explored in the rnefparts.

Mr. Waldie omitteddnfronhis summery a
crucial faet included in thereports. R’s not toa
long ego that only about 40% of Ontario
teenagers were in high school. Now 80% ofthem
are there. Mast of the new 406 are lookjng for
something quite different fmm  the tradjtionn}
academic pragram of the past. They’'re no,
planning to go to university; they're heeded for
community colleges or out to work alter Gnde
12.1t's been necessary to develop new programs
for these students, with pew standards. The

rams aren’t perfect — the reports point out
some of their problems — but it makes nosense 10
compare these stadents to students in the past. We

- ——

didn’t kave students like these in the per,.

Given the ramifications of this massive m-
crease in the proportion of teenagers in school,
teachers ar¢ bound to find themselves in the
position of Alice in Throuagh the Looking Glass
—running like hetl just to stay in the same place.
The indications of our study are that they've
actmlly manaizd to get a litde further eked. |
don’, think the government, the schools or the
teachers deserve the kind of uninformed puidown
administered by Mr. Waldie. [ can’t ray | blame
him for not wanting to read the several thonsand
pages of the foor study reports, but k might at
Ices, have waded through the brief summary

volume.
Carla Woife
Toronto
. ...AT THE INTERFACE
ic

Ron Waldie's introduction to your special Sec-
tion on Education {March) states: **Most simplis-
tic panaceas are based on incomplete and ofien
distorted information.”™ Mr. Waldie's serious and
misleading interpretation of the Interface study is
simitarly incomplete and distorted. To use this
study as evidence that the Ontario educational
system is producing & **deficient product’* is to
commpietely neglect all the positive data collected
by the study, and to contradict the conclusions of
the study.

Since Mr. Waldie is oblivious to the positive
findings of the study. let m¢ mention a few. All
statements come From the Summary Report listed
in your bibliography on page 38 of your March

ssue:
1. *. . the1ests, though not perfect, were valid™
tzp.S'D. ] ] )
. **Certain popular- ore, least widely noised
~= opinions ghout the present situation in the
secondary schools and a, the Interface seem, on
(th%eztindence of this study. to be miscanceptions™
3?' Re Grade 13 math tesis: *“In fact. scores for
university bound students were slightly higher
than for the 1963 administration™ (p.116).
4. **Serious eryors in grammar, woed choice and
senfence struciure did not characterize the writing
of students above the 25th percentile at either

interface, and students ge ly showed compe-
lence in organizing what they bed 10 ray”
(p- 126).

5. **One conclusion. which is carefully
documented in the case of Grade 3 mathematics,

is that there is no golden cm of the past and no

greener field far away™ ?\ 130).

6. **. . the perceptions of various publics with an

interestin edueafion ‘do not entirely correspond
with reality™* (p. 132).

No, content with distorting Interface, Mr.
Waldie proceeds tocite “widely publicized
results of tests of grammatical skills on freshmen
at URC and Queen’s:’ Why dtt k no, also
mention the widely publicized resulis of the
scores of professars, teachers, and Globe and
Mail writers who wrote the Western freshman
test of grammatical skills? (The experts did do
better than the freshmen, but they did not exactly
cover themselves with glory.)

Meanwhile. back in the classroom, this sort of
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M-considured criticism is not daing a hell of alot
ter the stedents or their tzachers. It's not doing
much for their belief in a fair-minded, unbiased
pross either.

lohn T. Ramsay
Head of English

Welland Centennial Secondary School

Welland, On,.

Ran Waldie replies: While | am no, prepared to
wnler imo a detailed chapter-and-verse discussion
of the Interface study. | can assure Carla Wolfe
that my references ure taken from it: **Perha ps of
greatest significance is educator's lack of
confidence that the system is successfully achiev-
ing what is perceived 1o e one Of the most
importunt goals of secondary education:
development of first language skills. Secondary
sghonl teachers. universily and CAAT faculty
aarze that basle language skills have dewerior-
ated" (page 14). ... “"With respzct to skill
dvvelopment in mathematics. about half of the
wdoeators bellove that proficiency has deterior-
ated over time'” (page 16).

Aly reference 1o this study was admitediy and
necessavily brief. Books in Canada is a national
nizazine and. while this study is very important
t» Ontarfo. i, will have litile practical value to
othar arcas of the country that also are facing the
sume problems. 1 therefore provided a timely
referenee 1o 2 cegionally important study. We
included the summary report in the bibliography
o that Ontario readers would be encouraged 1@
geti, and read i, for themselves.

The prablems outlined in my introduciion do
wnist; the public perception is one of deficiency,
It that pzrception is wrong, then the educational
system has an information problem. If it is even

artizbly correct, then it has a curriculum prob-
[::m. The supplement was designed to raise this
isste and taencourage public involvement. It was
not “blaming’™ anyone and my maising it is
neither ill-considered, biased, nor glib.
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Classified rates: $3 per line (40 characiars to
the line). Deadiine: first of the month for issue
dated following month. Address: Books In
Canada Classlfied, 366 Adelaide Sireet East,
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ADDRESS LABELS 1000 $2, 500 gold or
initial labels $2, address stamp $4. No
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AUTHORS. essayisls, journalists — typin,
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OUT-OF-PRINT Canadiana bought and sold.
Catalogues rent frea on request. Huronia
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SUMMER WRITERS' WORI(SHOP, Aug.
1-12 at New College. U of T.Fletlon: Austin
Clarks, Alice Denham, Gerald Lampert,
Elizabeth Saller, Peter Such. Playwrights:
Carol Bolt. Larry Fineberg. Poets: Steve
MeCaffery, Joe Rosenblatt, P. K. Page. Non-
fiction: Philip Marchand, Eleanor Pelrine. For
brochure: G.Lampert, Workshop. 165
Spadina Ave.. Toronto MST 2C4 (416)
3649616.
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subsidy boak publishers. Pan Ganadlan
Publishing, 45 Brisbane Road. Unit 12.
Downsvievs, Ont. Tel: (416) 661-5048.
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RIGHT SORT OF SELL-OUT
Sir:
Thanks to our advertisement in Books In
Canada's February issue. we have now received
so many orders that The Malaliat Review issue
#41, the Margaret Atwoed Symposium. has
been entirely sold out, We will no, be ableto
reprint the issue and | thought your readers might
like to be told of this situation.

Robin Skelton

Editor
The Malahat Review
Vietoria, B.C.

CanWit No.23

A limited bin unspecified number of ter-
ritorial demarcations within the para-
meters of, which a certain amount of diy-
precipitation activify 18'the normal situa-
tion.

s0 MIGHT A self-respecting bureaucrat
render Voltaire’s famous description of
Canada as *‘a few acres of snow.™ A
$25 prize is offered for the best transla-

tion of any famous quotation fmm old-

basic English into sexy modern bureau-
cratese. Unfortunately, we must limit
entries to 75 words. There is, however.
no limit to the number of syllables in
each word, as long as the word itself
can be found somewhere in some
permissive dictionary. Address: Can-
wit No. 23. Books in Canada, 366
Adelaide Street East, Toronto M5A
IN4. The deadline is May 30.

RESULTS OF CANWIT NO. 21

CONTESTANTS were asked to provide
reviews, as they might be written by a
foreign critic, of the movie version of
Joyce Castor’s celebrated novel Resur-
facing in Sarnia (McClarkan & New-
spider, 1975). Parody evidently does
not come easily to our readers and the
entries we received. although excel-
lent. were disappointingly few in
number compared with previous con-
tests. The winner is William Cran of
Toronto. who wins 925 for this splen-
did summary:

Resurfacing in Sarnia (A || technical
crediis: Cabbagetown Women's Film Col-
lective. Country: Cannda.) Militant
feminist re-interpretation of 1960s lyrical
evocation of young woman academic’s re-
tum to home town for father's funeral
after marriage break-up and nervous
breakdown. Original story on blown-up
Super-8 is intercut with discussions be-
lween nuthor-rcrson Joyce Castor and
all-female film crew transferred from
home videotape (some loss of sound qual-
ity here). Crew argue against Castor’s de-
featist view of women's mle. STOP
PRESS: R in § withdrawn fmm official
festival in ptotest against male domination
of jury. Tonight's counter-premiere open
1o women only. followed by discussion.
(From the daily eyclostyled Festival News
at :h,u Edinburgh International Film Festi-
val.

Honourable mentions:

Noir et blarnc — msris. Basically. Did the
running litles need 10 be in Hoch-Inuit?
Tk Basic Victim Positions, shot through
the inner tympanum in wax (sepia —still,
you know. a phenomenological indul-
gence). were good. | justloved the
hem-thing’s line: *'Strawberries, mag-
gots, and in the spring — maybe —
fizs.”* This movie teaches Bs how much
we have forgotten. (Judith Crist.)
-Chris Scott, Toronto

v o=

Winner of the Golden Whelk at last year's
San Marino film festival. Resurfacing in
Saraia is something of a curiosity for the
London cineaste. This Canadian film ex-
plores the idea that painter Tom Thomp
son did not drown In an extramaritul and
walery embrace, but lived to psi,,, soother
.day. Whether this subject will k imme
dintely comprehensible 1@ English audi-
ences is doubtful as the fiim has been
loaded with ontological and allegorical
symbols (prior study of the programme
notes is essential). Actfon throughout is in
mime and there is no sound. but the sheer
integrity of this black and white’ print in
Super-6 makes compelling viewing.
(From Notional Film Theatre pm-
gramme.)

— Araminta Wordsworth, Toronto
s % =@

Films in Brief: Resturfacing in Sarnia.
This latest example of eultural death wish
from our northern neighbours is a gritty,
grainy. dreary documentary film about
working-class |ife. rape, and death in a
small town in Canada. As one character
says to another: * To many Kenple Samia
is Just a place la drive throug h."* Whatever
made director Martin Knelman. a former
critic. think that many people would want
to dwell there. even for two hours Of view-

ing lime. is a mystery as uninteresting as
the movie itself, The film has been hailed.

i n_‘Toronto, as **authentic Canadiana™
whiih. if true, is certainly good reasen for
no, living there. (John Simon.)

John Hofscss, Hamilton

ey

Books received

THe FOLLOWING Canadian books have

been received by Books in Canada in.
recent weeks. Inclusion in this list does

not preclude a review or notice in a

future issue:

Over 2000 Piace Names of Alberta. by Eric and Paudcia
Hulmpren. Wetomn Produger Praie Books, -

Extra Innings. by Ray mond Seuser. Oberon.

Conadian Libraries and Their Chal EmIropmenl.
edited by Larmne 5 Ganry and Canl Garry. Yorh Uni-
semity . Fhe Centne for Cominving Edvcation.

Sandbars. by Oonah MeRee. Macnnllaa.

Pouer Town, by Dukis Shachlewn. M&S,

E. K. Brown: Reyponses and Esaluatlons: Essoys on
Canado. cdited by David Stainev.

A.J. M. Smiih: Qo Poriry snd Poris. M & S.

The Welting Life: Historical aod Critical Yiews of the Tish
Mosement. odited by €, H. Genals, Black Mims.

To Catch a Viper. by John Wylie. Doubleday.

Bothersoae Bodies. by Max Haines. M&S.

‘The Great Atlantic Alr Race. w Percy Rowe. M&S.

The New Society. by Anthony Weuell, M& S.

R:por:& ;n the Death of Rosenbavaller. by Jan Drbek.

M&S.

Venus in Furs. hy Leupold won Sacher-Masich, transtuied by
Jubn Glavwo. Blachtish.

After Sursivol, by Paul Rubinwn. Peier Martin,

The Sunshioc Moz, by D. M. Clark. M&S.

Her Majesty's Mice. by Nopman Wand_ M &S,

Gietting Here. swrios whocted by Rudy Wiche, NeWed Frew.

The Joy Chranicle. by P- H. Melville. Highuay Bockshep.

Martln Hﬂdﬁm‘r“s Pllllnsnﬁlur of Religlon. by John R.
Williams, WilKkid Launcr University Pross.
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B@@D@%&%@mmﬂmmm wishes to thank the following

contributors for helping us through the first six years

Irving Abella Michael Cook Hugh Garner Eal Jachson Sunidra Marlin Rohert Rummay James Stesens
Una Abrahamson Judith Copitherne Eldon Garnet WD James Robin Mathews Shirley Raphuel Mully Stevurl
James Acton David Cotier Len Gasparini Ed Jewinski Philip Mathias Junis Rapoport David Stimpson
Sared’Agostino Dorls Conan Greg Galenby Hans Jewinski Marshall Matvon Clurence Redehop Judy Stoffman
Sam Ajzenstat Alexander Cralg Gary Geddes Juean Johnston el McArthor Magdalene Redehop  Peter Stallers
Diane Allison Donald Creighton Gail Geliner Penny Johnston Dermont MeCarthy  John Redfern Rows Stuart
Bert Almon Michael S. Cross Andrey Gibson Siafford Johnsion Marion McCormick  John Reeves D Id Stuchs
David Annestey Greg Curnoe Graeme Gibson George Jonus Hugh McCullum Erniv Regehr Paul Steewe
Frederick H. Armstrong  John Curran Kenneth Gibsen Godirey Jordan Sarah F. MeCutheon  Prier Regensireil Peter Such
Erle Arthur Robert E. Czerny Shirley Glbson A. L. Karran Irma MeDonough Peier Athol Reid Phil Surguy
Margaret Atwood Sharon Goodier Dale  Katherine Glidny Klizaheth Kuts Lynn McFudgen Peter Reilly Bruce Surtecs
Bruce Balley Gary Michael Daull  David Gilhualy Arienc Kaufinann Jon MeRee Storm Reynawd Fruser Sutherlund
Don Balley R.1. K. Davidson Stephen M. Gill Judy Keeler Wuyne Mcl.aren Pauline Rhind Michael Sutton
Bill Banting Bob Davis John Gluswo _ Parrivia Keeney Smiil John MeMurim Su~un Rice P 1. Suzelle
Douglas Barbour Loulse Dennys Michael Gnaruwshi - Elinor Kelly David Mchab Boyce Richardvon — Donald Swainson
Pat Darclay Narman De Pac C. M. Gudlrey Peier Kelly Lie MeNab Grace Richanilson Susan Swan
Glynis Barnes Peter Desbarats Dane Godfres Teres Kell Anme Melntyre Laurie Rlcou Peter (. Swann
Frank Barret Gail Dexfer Ellen Godfrey Bruce Kidd Jumes MeTusish Gord Ripley Alistair Sweeney
Jack Batten Pler Giorgiv Di Cicco  Marvin Gonody William Kilbourne Peter Mellen Ronald 8. Ritchic Charloiie Sskes
Marilyn Baxter Lovat Dickson Rathusiae Govler Ty Kilgallin George Melny b Terence Roberts Phil Syhes
David Beard Judy Doan J. L. Grunalstein G. D, Killam Jean Melmhy Divid Robinson Dwight Tanner
Doug Beardsley Robert Delman Linda Graysom Walter Klepue Stephen Merci Anne Roche Juoe Tatarnie
Richard Bcbout Gordon Donaldson Ann Greer Myrnn Kostash Anpeln Miles BRI Rachell Audres Thomns
E. A. Beder Charles Dougall William Gries Michael Lambeth Mars Jane Miller Edward 5. Rogers Peter Thomas
Ron Beltz ‘Wayland Dren Duvid T. Groshind  Rivhard Lundon . 1), Minni Linda Rogers ‘Tony Thomas
Raphael Bendahan Dennis Dully John Grube Philip Lonthier Suzame Viopensel  Howard Raiter Muira Thompson
Liandre Berpgeron Donna Dunlop Don Guiteridge Thn Lash Anne ‘Moniagnes - Rusenblatt Nerville Thempson
Pierre Berton ¥Yalerie M. Dunn Richard Gwyn Murparet Lawrence Mury Morvziuk -I';;- I‘Il'- Rtatci Michacl Thorpe
Isaac Blckersiafl Jan Michacl Dyreflf  Carlotta Hacker Mary Lawwan Jerrold Morris \ rﬂ “'lm l|“ e (Tarence Tillenius
Richard Birch Kaspars Dzcguze Carl Hager Jim Laxer Karen Mulhullen '\l.iuln‘i h l'““' lumd Fllen ‘Tolmie
Earle Birncy Tristan Enger Edward Hagerman  Asjua Layion Derrick Murdech H III’ e udl:l‘: unt Mury Lu Toms
Jordan Bishop Dorothy Eber Roger Hall Norman Lederer Susan Musprose .l:' Rule George Ungwr
Cordon Black Armneld Edinborough  Ronald Hambleton  Dennis Lee “anes Naglin Dm\‘i ;“»t_“ \lartln } aughn-James
Christopher Blackburn  Alan Edmonds Carl Hamilton Coral Leanurd Dusid Mash lichael Ryval Lorraine Y ernon
Robert Blackburn Ray Ellenwood Jamie Hemélion Susan Leslic Boyd Nell ““‘ -'li by Reg Vickers
Dorothy Body Palricia Elliott Juan Hareourt Christapher Levenson  Bryan Newson Li dlzl.‘:m;h-r Brian V intcent
Barbara Bondar Howard Engel Peter Hareourt Michael D, Levin bp nichol Ii'::h erldeSantann  Miriam Waddingtan
Harry Boyle Marian Engel Colin Harrls Gerald Leviich Mark Nichols \Inr;\ "illﬂ;l'l‘ Ron Waldie
Marjoric Boyle Raoul En Mucjorle Harris Peter Lexden Jue Nichell \ndres Schrocger  Man Walker
Elizabeth Brady Rick Englander Frnest Harrison David Lewis Frederich Nosul Muurcen Scubie Randall Yare
Peter Brinmelow Ruth Epstein Anne Hart Rll.'ll-lll'd l._lsl\.l.'lll'd Alden Nowlan Sivphen Seabie John Warkentln
Bill Brooks J. A. 5. Evans Roderick W. Harvey Willinm Litder Barhara “ovak Pl .k.;,"“"" Mel Watkins
Ruth Brouwer James B. Evans Peter Hay J. D, Livermure 1.ynda Nykor Grave Srofl Ren Waxman
C. Alexander Brown K. T. Fann Bryan T. Hayter Patrivia Lockie Stephawie J. Nymyeh  GPEESR ‘Tom Wasman
Harry Brown Bob Farrelly Terence Henth Marlin Loney Stun Ohadiace Ravmand Shudy Robert Weaer
Harry Bruce James Fﬂll!}'_ Tom Hedles Ernest E. Lung R. A. ()'Bricn Merle Shalm Johnathan Webh
Linda Bucholtz Ross ~ Dowg Felherling David Helwig Barry Lord Prat " veil Ben Sheb. Don Weilz
Kay Burkman Diana Fller Tam Hendry Grace Lord Ken Oktehe Hartes Shepherd Aargarel Wente
John Burry Terence Fligaic Rubert Hendy Penelope Lori Michuel Ondazatje 1 indn’qhuhsl Hans Werner
Juan Butler Carol Flulay Douglas Hill Ia Calherlne L. Orr Donid Silcus Rubert H, Wesles
Ronald Butler Judy Finlayson L.R. Hill Jim Lotz Lalrd Orr Low Simeson lerence H. White
Robert Calgren Ziba Fisher Terrence . Eill Richard Lubhoch Julin Oughton Alice 'iin'flair Michael J. Whilla
June Callwood Doug Forbes Nick Hohart Janet Lunn 1. M. Ouwen Robia Skelton Ted Whittaher
Wendy Casfipbell Christine Forsyth  John Hafess Nelson Luseonbe  Frunk Pocl Danid Siabotshs Rich Why1e
Dnllng Campau Graham Forst Margaret Hogin Clare MacCullach Rl Padgham Bererly Slopen’ Rudy Wiche
Derek Carter Marian Fonler John Y. Hulmus Patrich MacFadden ). L. Parr Barbara Smlley Andrew H. Willlamson
Danve Cavanagh Glen Frankfurter Chrls Homer Guendalyn MucEwen Johr Pearce Beverley Smith David Williamson
Michael Chedn Keath Fraser Michuel Horn Hugh Maclennan Alan Pearvon Aichuel Smith Michael Williamson
Sherrill Cheda Ivia Fraser Clyde Hosein Henry MacLvod Wilder Penfield 11 Roger J. Smith Danid Williman
Stephen Chesley gal Frazer Richard Howard Ros MacSkimming Ray Peicrson Richard Sparks Lione] Willis
Jim Chris| Ray Frozer Ann Howell Hary A. Malcolnson My fanwy Phillips Mary Sparling 1. R. Winter
Elizabeth Cleaver Forster Freed Bill Howell Arthur Maloney Richard Plant Nipel Spencer Adele Wiseman
¥al I Edgar Z. Friedenberg Ann Howes Eli Mande] Helen Porter e o Mark Wilten
Céile Cloutier Erllng Frils-Bansiad B3l Hutchinson Linda Manning John Porter o F Sla‘:'ﬂ' Carla Walle
Pierre Cloutier Barbara Frum Jack Hutchinson Linda Marchund Murilyn Powcll R;)hl:rl Stam \_Iorrl-a Welfe
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“...for once a really major work enters the literary field.
IT MUST BE READ.” Pierre VYalliéres Le Jour

--Azme Héb@ﬂ:ﬁ | |

authsm' off Eamonreasin |

_ Chﬂdren ofthe
]B)][ach Sabbatth

Governor General’'s Award Winaoer

The long-awaited English translation of Anne Habert's tale of twisted love
is available now. A romance of evil and a celebration of the trans-
cendence of love. CHILDREN OF THE SLACK SABBATH goes further
than Ken Russell’'s THE DEVILS. further than Polanski, further even then
the EXORCIST in its constantly shifting imagery of dream and reality
woven into a tapestry of desire. obsession. mysticism end evil.

CHILPDREN OF THE BLACK SABBATH
at your bookstore now. $8.95
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