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TRIBAL DRUMMERS

Clio, the Muse of history, arrived late in Canada,
remained an ingenue for most of this century, and
only recently began to blossom into a mature and
exciting woman. A report on the state of the art

by Donald Swainson

CANADLAKS KNOw remarkably little about their past. The homor
stories areall too familiar a child comes home from school and
explains how our ancestors. the pilgrim fathers. established
Thanksgiving: Prime Minister Sir John Sparrow David Thompson
is discussed in a lecture and a listener asks if he was prime minister
of Canada; the Union of the Canadas is confused with Confeder-
ation; @ sample of high-school students includes not a single
parson who can identify any pre-Second World War cultural
leader. All of this is tue and at one level it is depressing.
Igrorance iSrampant and seemingly incorrectable.

Atarotherlevel it is less frightening, and perhaps not particularly
surprising. Canada is a land dominated by élites. Confederation
was, par excellence, tbe work of élites. A movement of public
support was not considered necessary for the creation of what
George-Etienne Cartier described as **a pelitical nationality
independent of the national origin and religion of individuals.”
Since 1867, Canada and its provinces have been led and managed
by éfite groups. One could even argue that the country would have
failed had it suffered much real public involvement. It was, afterall,
British regulars who saved us from the Americansin the War of
1812; the inhabitants of Ontario might well have abandoned ship.
An independent Ontario in the 1830s, led by William L yon
Mackenzie. would have been easy pickings for the predator to the
south. Had Confederation been put to a true popular test it might
well have failed. Untrammelled democracy would almost certainly
have taken Canada into economic union with tbe United States
during the 1880s. How long would we have survived that
association?

Our historians have tended both to reflect and represent these
dominant élites. Anglophone historians of Canada tend to be from
middle- and upper-middle-class backgrounds. They are for the
most part nationalists, with a relatively homogenous ideological
position. Differences of view abound, but agreement is not difficult
to find on such questions as national independence. democracy.
liberal ingtitutions, the need for a separate culture, economic
independence. sovereignty in international affairs, workable
federalism, or the importance of national political parties. The main
areas of historical inquiry — the growth of Canadian autonomy,
economic development, French-English conflict, Canadian-
American relations - reflect these overriding concerns. Tradition-
ally, these themes have received vast amounts of attention from
historians. Recently a new set of concerns has been added to the list
and has provoked substantial amounts of new research and
controversy.

The output of Canadian historians has been impressive. Thii was
especially notable for the first couple of generations of professional

historians, who worked amid conditions that were less than ideal.

The profession in English Canada is not very old. The 19th
century produced some gifted amateurs. Pre-eminent was John
Charles Dent. who wrote laxge amounts of often well-researched
narrative history, Hewas a Canadian patriot. who explained our
march towards unity and independence. The early 20th century
witnessed a |ot of activity, and some of it resulted in fine history.
One of the best historians of this period (and like Dent he lacked
professional training) was William Dawson Le Sueur, who wrote 2
super b tife of William Lyon Mackenzie in 1907-08. But the
profession really dates fmm the early years of the 20th century.

Twoevents heralded the arrival of the discipline in Canada. Firgt,
G. M. Wmng wv appointed in 1894 as head of the department of
history in the University of Toronto. He held that drueial post until
1927, and during those years established Canadian history as 2
major area of study at Toronto. Second, the Review of Historical
Publicarions Relating to Canada was established in 1897. This
major journal, which became the Canadian Histerical Review in
1920, gave Canadian historians an outlet For their writings and a
journal that set standards and influenced scholarly trends.

There were not many Canadian historians during the early years
of this century. Most universities had one, usually a man who had
been educated in England. He taught a fairly heavy load of
undergraduate courses, and attempted to ¢amy on his poorly funded
research under severe handicaps. Hi teaching was by no means
confined to Canadian history and he had few. if any. graduate
students. This basic pattern persisted until the rapid expansion of the
university system that began with the 1960s. Amazingly, however.
it produced both good historians and excellent history.

The men who dominated thisera of scholarship continue to exert
a heavy influence on historical writing. George Wrong, Adam
Shortt, Arthur Lower, Harold Innis, Frank Underhill, and Donald
Creighton went in a variety of directions and focused on alarge
number of themes. The quality of their writing differed-and. of
course, their individual interests changed over time. They and
closely associated colleagues published a body of historical
literature that shaped the profession and both created and crystal-
lized perceptions of Canada.

The vast canon of this group produces an indelible mark on the
reader. Canada. it isclear. is a legitimate entity that isnot an
artificial state. We possess (or at least possessed) economic logic
and a political culture of integrity. Our sovereignty can be real, but
must be safeguarded from external threats that are more likely to
emanate Fmm the United States than Fmm any other quarter. The
American threat is not, of course, unanimously conceded. His-
torians such as Frank Underhill found continentalist solutions
increasingly acceptable.
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Within this Canadian state, cultural pluralism is the norm,
although ethnic ruptures are endemic and constitute an ever-present
theme. Qur economy is based on realities as old as the fur trade and,
while practical, is heavily dependent on the production of
traditional staples. Consequently the economy is highly vulnerable.
Palitical conflict is based on regional and other interest cleavages,
rather than on ideological divisons. When working at its best, the
political system is leader-dominated and brokerage-minded in its
functioning. Religion is of prime importance and is more likely to
intrude on the political process than is any other ideological force.
The various regions are inter-dependent, but Ontarioisclearly the
linchpin of confederation. Workers, ettmie minorities, and class
conflict are present on occasion, but rarely dominate interpretations
of our past.

Some of these historians. and especially Harold Innis, presented
us with prose that was furgid to the point of being impenetrable.
Others however accepted the natlonal Kistortan's responsibility of
telling the story of the tribe to the tribe. Underhill, Lower, and
Creighton, whatever their crotchets, wmk beautifully. Some of
their prose isinspired, and will remain 2 treat for future generations
of literate Canadians.

The 1960s inaugurated a veritable r evolution within the profes-
sion. The motive force was not intellectual; it was growth.
Explosive expansion of universities was a prime characteristic of
that decade. Instead of a single Canadian historian on staff,
universities found gronps of such scholars. Aslareas 1964, Queen's
University had one professor who taught nothing but Canadian
history; two others divided their time between Canada and Britain.
Within a few vears that university found that it had six permanent
historians of Canada, and they were routinely assisted by vistors.
Thii expetience was repeated throughout the country. In the space
of ade& de. the profession’s manpower increased by a staggering
dimension. Courses proliferated and an ever-intensifying special-
ization was encouraged.

It would be smpligtic to suggest that new themes were pursued
solely because of the manpower factor. although it helped
enormously. Younger historians were influenced by developments-
gbroad, and many studied in Europe and the United States.
Canadian graduate programs developed with enormous speed, and
hordes of M.A. and Ph.D. students sought often innovative thesis
topics. Internal developments. such as the Quiet Revolution, were
profoundly important, as wete shifts in ideological and nationalistic
styles. The result for Ramsay Cook was a * golden age of Canadian
historieal writing.” Golden indeed have been the past15 or so
years of historical scholarship.

Continuities with the earlier era persist, both in theme and
personnel. Donatd Creighton continued to grace us with elesant and
stimulating pieces until shortly befors his death |ate Jast year. The
concerns of provocative historians such as Innis, L ower, and
Underhill remain close to the surface. But the sheer volume of
recent publications forces any observer to search for pattems and to
categorize our historical publications. We now can cbserve
thematic trends that scem to be firmly entrenched.

Some of the most traditional areas continue to receive intensive
cultivation. Political history and biography remain popular.
Canadian historians have often been accused, incorrectly in my
view, of devoting too much attention to politics. Yetenormous gaps
in our political history persist, We do not even have high-quality
histories of the Liberal and Conservative parties. \We have received,
however, a vast amount of writing concerning the politics of the
1890s, Mackenzie King and his party, the development of the
welfar estate, party financing. and political culture. Much biog-
raphy ispalitical. although commendable efforts have been
produced on & variety of business and cultural figures. politics
retains itsimportance and its inter est. Many Canadians, for
example, would like to be zble to comprehend the incredible history
of thefederal Conservative party in this century.

The history of business and economic development retains its

* traditionally important place, although format and interpretations

have changed. Much less emphasis now is placed on staples
production and related themes. Numerous studies have been written
that analyze business and economic development from the |eft, or
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fool: at problems through micro-analysis. Gustavus Myers’s old
polemic. History OF Canadian Wealth, has been reprinted and hes

finally come into wide use. Tom Naylor's somewhat perverse °
jetemiad, The History OF Canadian Business 1867-1914,is highly Ol I iR}Oi I ( :
regarded by many critics of the system. More substantial es works

of scholarship are H. V. Nelles's The Politics Of Development,

Michael Bliss’s A Canadian Millionaire, and Dougles McCalla's .
The Upper Canadian Trade, 1834-1872. These excellent studies, \ a ‘ O
which are illustrative of & large body of writing, take us into the

centre of key enterprises and show us how they werk.

Urban history, teo, is coming into its own. Historians such es y |
Alan Artibise, Gilbert Stelter, J. M. S. Careless. Max Foran, Peter 8 O Fea 1
Goheen, Fred Armstrong, and Paul Rutherford have established this

genre es a fixed portion of the discipline. At a related but more
popular level is a wemendous boom in Iocal hismry. This material

tends to be less theoretical than the work of urban historians. At its :

worst, it is a jumble of jll-digested and unco-ordinated foct, @ f

interspersed with badly reproduced photographs. At its best it is ][NNO N T
excellent narrative history that is widely read, evea if only locally. .

Literally hundreds of local projects have been completed in recent j
years or areé now in progress. Thii area probably draws more '
popular interest and participation than any other aspect of historical BLO O_

study and is closely allied to the whole heritage movement.
Thousands of Canadians have developed a genuine interest in

leaming something about their origins. This development is

encouraging and is evidence of a deeper commitment to an 6 68
understanding of Canada than is the continuing success of

professional popularizers, who often produce works that, while
slick, embody fittle but the conventional wisdom of yesterday.

Two modes of scholarship have exerted an enormous influence 8115 6{186
oa recent historical thinking. These are regional history and the so

called “‘newr history.” As is true with- much thematic categor-
ization, overlapping takes place.

Regtonal history is hardly new. Some of our greatest scholars
have been students of regions. W. L. Morton, for example, made

his reputation as a Prairie historian, What could be more

quintessentially Western than his statement of 35 years ego: “For

Confederation was brought about to increase the wealth of Central '

Canada, and until that original purpose is altered, and the

concentration of wealth and population by national policy in Central

Canada ceases, Confederation most remain an instrument of

injustice.” And what could more faithfully echo those remarks than D
o .l

Premier Peter Lougheed’s recent claim: “h’s simple. If Ontario
ovwned the oil you can be assured that we in Alberta would be buying
itat the world price.” Regional culture has always been a fact of life
in Canada, end so hasregional hismry. The Prairies end Quebec are P
especially rich in theirown historical literature. What is new is the Pln jnmEs ;
discovery of regionalism by Ontario-based historians, who are 4 L \ g :
falling all over each other to praclaim the doctrine of “limited
identities.”

The **new hismry” is adifferent matter. It is subdivided into
several themes. Michee] Katz's Tie People of Hamilton, Canada
West bas been proclaimed as a landmark representative of the genre.
This is awork of quantitative history that is dependent on computer
technology. Other proponents of the *‘new history'* write labour,
feminine, end working-class hismry from a perspective that is
self-consciously left wing. All ofthese writers, who are really social
historians, are concerned with the common people. They are
opposed to the Elitist history of old and intend to rewrite Canadjan
history ““from the bottom up.” Ironically, the *“*new historians'" are
perhapsas €litist as any in our tradition. Theirdedication mightbe to
the man in the beer parour, but their methodologies and ¢hejce of
. subjects tend to force them back to professional scholars. Who but
heavily funded researchers can do the sort of research that Katz set
out to do? Who but professionals and students in social hismry
courses reed Katz's table- and graph-strewn chapters? Is there any
but & professional readership fot detailed analyses of a seemingly
endless series of strikes end lower-class movements? Working- . :!]_ 149
class history is enormously interesting to professional scholars. but mld“'Maf $ .
that is where the interest staps.

Regional obsession and the *new hismry” differ in many T OXFO,
respacts, but they come together et one critical point. They

March, 1950 Books in Canada 5
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represent fundamental disillusonment with the old verities of the
classical period of Canadian historical scholarship. They constitute
fundamental attacks on older interpretations of Canada that stressed
unity, sovereignty, and economic viability. A reading of the
classical historians left one with a fedling that Canada was. at least
potentially, an integrated unit. Areadingof recent historians--and
not just regiomalists and **new historians"* -leaves ong with an
atomistic view of the country.

Arz we then left without historians of the nation? Has the history
of disintegration taken control? Perhaps not, even if only because a
pendulum cannot forever swing in a single direction. An inter
esting potential antidote is contained in the writings of our cultural/
intellectual historians. Maria Tippett’slife of Emily Carr makes
clear N the perceptive reader the limits of regionalism. Emily Cart

as an artist was, in erucial ways, made and sustained by foreigners
and Central Canadians. The history of her agt isa case study in
cultural inter-dependence. More important is the work of Carl
Berger, William de Villiers-Westfall, and Brian McKillop. Their
studied of the Victorian mind seem to reveal, however tentatively,
the emergence of an intellectual community. That community was
perhaps confined to Anglophones of the upper strata, but its
existence seems demonstrable. Perhaps these historians will be able
to re-de the work of Innis and Creighten and demonstrate the
existence of a Canadian commonalty, however &litist. |S it perhaps
the final irony of Canadian history that in this land of regional
conflict, brokerage parties, American incursions, and leadership
politdics. we might find our final self-definition in the life of the
mind? O

LITERARY ECHOES

How the historical insights of Donald Creighton et 4.
helped to fuel the creative dreams of Canada’s authors

by George Woodcock

THIS ARTICLE would have begun agreatdeal
differently if the death of Donald Creighton
had not intervened between the time |
received the editor’s invitation to write it
and the day | satdown tothe actual task. Fer
the news brought N the surface an idea that
had always been present in my mind:
Creighton was really a2 novelist mangué. |t
is true that Creighton’s single novel,
Tateover, published the year before his
death, was little more than a lightweight
polemic, the worl: of aman Who had trained
himself toa discipline other tha fiction and
could not take up the novelist’s task at so
late a date. But Creighton’s immagination
was in some ways that of a novelissf.seeing
history as grand impressionist sweeps of
events played out on vast terrainsin a way
that reminds one often of the more didactic
passapes Of Tolstoy, particularly in War
and Peace. Creighton felt the need for a
myth to make the disparate facts of the past
cohere, and created one about the “empire
of the st. Lawrence’: he felt tile need for a
hem around whom the acts of disconnected
individuals might cohere. and created one
out of unlikely material in Sir John A.
Macdonald.

Historians — and particularly academic
historians — always tended to distrust
Creighton, so that perhaps those neatest to
him in his own field have been non-
professional historians such as Pierre Ber-
ton and myself. But he has stirred the
imagination of poets and noveists, and hi
view of Canadian history, in all itS nostalgic
conservatism, has coloured their views of
Canada and provided raw material for the

6 Bodlis in Canada, March, 1880

myths they have shaped into fictional and
sometimes poetic form. In thisway Creigh-
Nn has stood in a very Similar relation to
Canadian writers as Sir James Frazer stood
N English writers in the age of T.S. Eliot
and D. H. Lawrence — the académic scho-
larrejected by his own kind but aceepted by
those who, t adifferent way from him, also
saw their history imaginatively and whose
creative dreams wer e often fuelled by his
insights.

Perhaps the two largest debts that Cana-

dian novelists and poets owe ta Creighton -

are for hi encouragement of an elegiac
view of the part. which so many of them
have developed in their own ways. and for
his inclination, which so many of them
share. totutn toward the myths that have
meaning for the present.

Perhaps the most distinctive feature of
Canadian writing in recent years-poetry
aswell as fiction and belles fesres -'has
been its growing consciousness of a hisfory
inextricably linked with our peculiargéog-
raphy. As Michael Ondaatje put it in the
introduction to his recent Long Poem An-
thology: **We turn around and have N come
toterms with the vastness of our place orour
vast unspoken history.” Where | disagree
with Ondaatje isin his description of our
histery as “unspoken:’ There has been &
multitudinous chorus of voices. I don't
mean only the flood of lecal and national
bistory that jammed the shelves of book
stores through the 1960s and well into the
1970s. | mean the fact that in the English-
speaking world there is no locel tradition of
wiriting in which history has Jbeen more

important than in Canada since 1941, when
Hugh MacLennan published Barometer
Rising and Sinclair Ross As For Me and
My House.

There is of course a sense in which
Barometer Rising was a historical povel in
the strieter manner. |t was written about a
specific event (the Halifax explosion of
1917) that was sccurely in the past, wher eas
AsFor Me and My Heuse didn’t concen-
trate on a historic event and concetned a
kind of pharisaical prairie community that
survived long after Ross wrote the novel.
Yet by the 1970s, as Heather Robertson
made clear in Grass Roots (1973), the
society of the Canadian West, which had
begun to flourish only with the adventof the
railways in the 1880s, was already in
advanced decay. We who read As For Me
and My House today are looking back
through history with the lens of the
novelist’s imagination N help us, as surely
asin 1941 we looked back on First World
War Halifax through the lens of
MacLennan's novel.

This may give some hint why history
amuses so much interest in Canada, and
why so many of our writer s incarporate it in
various ways imto their books. It is partly
because ‘we have only recently emerged
from the timelessworld of the pioneer, who
could not afford to be concerned with
history because the present offered him such
great and immediate challenges. But having
emerged from that pjoneer state of mind, we
are suddenly aware that, among us. history
has operated differently from history in the
old cultures of Europe and Asia. |t hasbeen
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far more rapid — whole processes that in
other places took centuries or millepia have
crowded into a short gpace of time. In just
overtwo centuries since James Cook landed
at Nootka Sound tbe Pacific coast has
passed fram the Stone to the Nuclear Age.

and in the North the process has been even
mora rapid. The unique prairie settler
culture, as our fathers knew it, has come and
pone in less than a century, and tbe Uppér
Canadian agrarian culture -as Man Cohen

dozs oot tire of showing in his novels -has
not lasted much longer. Whole areas like the
Iondilie and the Cariboo blossomed into
life throngh sudden movements of popula-

tion sparked by the hope of wealth, and
witheredina few yearsiikeadesertafier the

rains. All ever the West then are remnants
of ghost towns where people |ived passion-

ately and sometimes violently for ayear or
twoand then departed, leaving the buildings
to decay and the bush to creep back again.
But in other places — like Vancouver-a
cluster of waterside shackseould become a
regional metropoljs in a fragment of a
lifetime. This telescoping of history iSone
of the reasons why we have — as writers
and readers — become so recently in-
terested in our past, \We redize the paradox
of cur situation: that i texms of duration we
are a young country, but in terms of
experience we show seme cf the charac-
teristics of a premature old age, in which
whole ways of life have risen and passed
avay with astonishing rapidity compared
with the slow rhythms of the Old World.

All this has had its effect on Canadian
novelists and poets. and on the way they
treat the past. Many of them are sharply
conscious of history, but rarely in the
conventional sense of locking back fmm
some arbitrary vantage point over a long
sweep of the past. Rather, as in Margaret
Laurence's The Srone Angel or Matt
Cohen’s The Disinherited, the Past is hen,
in the present. filtered through memory, yet
initsewn subjective way authentic.

This. of course, brings one tc the whole
question of histerical authenticity, whether
in fiction or elsewhere. To give a wholly
accurate picture of the past is impossible;
the *‘whole truth"* beloved of jurists does
not exist in the human mind. Even his-
torians interpret the past according to view-
points conditioned by their experience, and
those we consider great historians — from
Gibbon and Tcynbee down to Creighton —
are writers who shape the past into imagina-
tive and imaginable structures, The charac-
terof such structures changes from period to
period according to the shifting cultural
ambience (as well as the regovery of solid
evidence), so that our 1980s vision of
antient Greece is a good ded different from
that of Victorian historians. |n Canada, so
rapidly have perceptions chansed with our
changing history that the accepted point of
view on an event as recent as the Northwest
Rebellion of 1885 has shifted almost full
circle in less than 20 years.

The conventional historical novelist isas
much trapped in thii pattern as the pm-
fessional histotian. The attempt to recon-
struct a past age as an authentic setting — as
William Kirby did in one of the better
Canadian historical novels, The Golden
Dog — makes the novelist dependent on the
historiography of his age. Hence. the main
dividend of reading a historical novelist of
the past. such as Bulwer Lyttcn. may be
0&d from examining the Victorian view
of the Roman Empire that he expresses in
The Last Days af Pompeii, rather than from
believing we are being shown how people
actually lived and felt and thought in the teal
Pompeii as the ash.% showered down.

Conventional historical novels were
common in Canade during the 19th century,
when most of our fiction followed formulaic
patterns and tbe imagination was not greatly
encouraged. Nowaday's they are rare, and
the few that are written. such as Rudy
Wiebe's The Scorched- Wood People. tend
to arouse controversy about their special
kind of authenticity. There is no doubt that
Wiebe departed — quite deliberately —
fmm what the records tell us about thetwo
Metis risings, and totally reconstructed
Gabriel Dumont's character ina way that.
as Dumont’s biographer, | found unaccep
table. Yet | have tc admit that, in any work
dealing witb historic personages, the
novelist does face a problem quite apart

I

from that of establishing the authenticity of
his setting. He has to deal with read-life
situations that may be dramatically unin-
teresting until they have been tailored tc fit.

and in the process history becomes an -

imaginative projection of the novelist — or
poet— rather than a slice of past actuality.
Of course there is another way of locking
at a bock like The Scorched- Wood People.
or ?Viebe‘s other novel on the same period,

The Temptations OF Big Bear. One may
cease to expect from them the kind of
chronicle of the past that historjang am
supposed to present. What we do find in
them — and thisis undoubtedly their
justification-are, as| said recently in The
Canadian Historical Review. “disguised
reflections Of our own aspirations and cup
own. questionings of life which a appro-
priate times bring certain historical periods
back into the eentre of our minds and give
them symbolic meaning. Our own sense of
losing & meaningful past. which'is strong
among many people today. responds tc the
dramatic presentation of the loss of a whole
way Of life that is a dominant theme in
Wiebe's recent novels.”

One of the reflections of our *‘sense of
Tosing a meaningful past™ is tbe attempt tc
re-gstablish continuity. Thus, at a time
when formal discontinuity is often being
technically exploited by poets and
novelists. we find in our most interesting
writers & preoccupation with continuity.
This is projected in the véry title of Margaret
Atwood's Survivel and is echaed in her
bock of poetry, The Journals Of Susanna
Moodre. It is also one of the' dominant
themes of Al Purdy’s poetry, both in his
shorter pieces and in his historical verse
cycle, In Search of Owen Roblin.

Thus, many Canadian novels arg in a
sense historical, aimed at recapturing the

VT APPIRSIES Ty ANIREY DRAXPILLY

past, even if they are not conventionally so
in tbe way that W.G. Hardy recreates
historical personages in his recent novels
about Julius Caesar ad his times. In such a
medified historical approach there are really
two ways of going about the task of
recapture. One | would call the Balzacian
approach, which istc try tc rebuild pains-
takingly in the mind*s eye the details of
changing material life overa period. The
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other isthe Proustian approach, using the
constructive and adaptive power of memory
to control the nuances of feeling and
impression in such a way that the past
bacomes part of ourpresent minds.

It seems tc me that in Canada we have
notable practitioners of both approaches.
Hugh Hood, | suggest, is the great Balm-
cian, and this despite the fact that he has so
persistently let it be known that in his
sequence of novels, The Mew Age. he is
emulating Proust. The real Proustians, |
believe, are writers such as Margaret Lavr-
ence, who in her Manawaka novels has so
elaborately interwoven the memories of a
group of people that & whole way of living
has been rebarn in our minds, and Matt
Coher, who from The Disinherited onward
has been building. cut of fictional

memories, the whole scope of an imagined
community somewhere north of Kingston
whose present life opens out into a lost past.

It is an everlasting choice for novelists
who write in a social context: Balzac or
Proust; the documentary view of the past
tied down by factual detail; or the reminis-
cent view of the past, linked tc us by the
memories thst we, as creatures of the
present, inevitably condition. | am fer
Roust, and, by implication (and of course
by temperament) for Margaret Laurence
and Matt Cohen. History, being tradition-
ally subject to The Muses (with Clio as its
patron) is by definition an art and not a
science. And in the arts the reality of the
imagination. andnot the actuality of fact, is
supreme. [J

A new light
on the old Bigot

by Wayne Grady

Bictfonary of Camadian Biography,
\VVolume IV,1771-1800 general editor
Francess G. Halpenny, edited by Mary P.
Bentley. Jane E. Graham eral.. Uof T
Press, 913 pages, $35:00 cloth (ISBN 0

€0203351 2).

BECAUSE THE EDITORS have chosen tC
assemble the Dictionary of Canadian Bio-
graply according to death dates. the events
coverad by each individual volume tend tc
be about 25 years cut of synchronization:
people who died before 1800, in other
words, usually ceased **flourishing™”
around 1775. Thus Volume IV-the sixth
to come cut since Volume | in 1966 ——
covers the death dates 1771 to 1800, but
actually concerns the pariod of Canadian
history that includes the expulsion cf the
Acadians in 1755; the fall of Louisbourg,
the French stronghold on Ile Royale (Cape
Breton Island), in 1758; the defeat of
Quebec a year later. the Treaty of Paris and
the Royal Preclamation of 1763; and ex-
terds slightly beyond the Quebee Act of
1774 o much briefly on the American
invasion of Canada in 1776.

Each volume, then. is both a dictionary
and a bookof living history. And because it
can combine theme and character, botb of
whichare contained and developed within a
plot. each volume partakes of some of the
qualities of anovel. The present volume
deals with tbe transfer of economic and
military power in Canada from the French
regime tc the British Empite, and so it also
enjoys a somewhat coincidental contem-

8 Boadlis in Canada. March. 1980

B oy, | Rmm -

———

porary relevance that makes its novel-like
characteristics all the more rewarding.

Because of this contemporary relevance,
perhaps, one senses an earnest search for
balance in the DCB (it is, after all. a joint
project of the University of Toronto and
Laval University in Quebec). History itself
may be a stem judge, but historians must
weigh each statement carefully before al-
lowing history to make its crushing ¢com-
ment. Volume 1V is prefaced by two
introductory essays: one on the French
regime by an English historian, and one on
the British takeover by a French historian.
Both are excellent surveys of the terrain.
“The Acadians” by Naomi Griffiths pro-
vides an overview of the French presence in
the Maritimes from 1632 until their precipi-
tate departure in 1755. Piemre Tousignant's
essay. “The integration of the province of
Quebec into the British empire” is a
discursive, infermative, and absolutely im-
pactial examination of the various proposals
for the painless substitution of George Ill
for Louis XV in the imagination of the
average French Canadian habstant.

The 504 biographies are equally bal-
anced, both internally and in relation tc each
other. There are, forexample, entries for 57
French army officers and 68 English army
officers: almost, one may say, a John
Butler for every Pierre-Jean-Baptiste-
Frangois-Xavier Legardeur de Repentigny.
There is 2 biography of a man whom both
sides liked: Michel Blais, whoin 1741 wasa
mere “habitant on the seigneury of Berth-
fer,™ but who by 1763 was a co-seigneur

and a captain in the French militia. Ten
years after the Conquest Blais resurfaces as
*“first bailiff of the patish of St. Pierre,”” and
by 1776 he was again acaplain of'the militia
—the English militia. And there is a
biography of aman whom no one — not
even God — seemed to like; Jacques
Girard, a parish priest near Truro, N.S..
who, between 1742 and his death in 1774,
was arrested twice by tbe English. de-
nounced twice by the French, captured by
the Micmaes, and shipwrecked twice, ance
in a British ship and emrce ina French.

Perhaps tbe clearest example of rehabili-
tatien is in thebiography of Frangois Bigot,
the infamous intendant during the final
years cf the French regime. Readers of
William Kirby'$ The Golden Dog will
remember Bigot as the arch-villain, so
corrupt and debauched that Amélie would
have little frissons of horror at the men
mention of his name. Bigot's Canadian
career spanned both the Acadian and Con-
quest periods. He was financial commissary
in Louisbourg until the fortress’s first cap-
ture in 1745: while there he began a
lucrative privateering business. and when
the British troops took over he sold them the
stores. Upon his return tc Paris in 1761 he
was arrested. all his property was
confiscated, and after two yearsin the
Bastille he was banished from France
forever. The DCB duly records these
events, of course, but fairly reminds us that
the Bourbon court was riddled with corrup-
tion as faction vied witb faction for royal
favour. And. tempering Montealm's and
Vaudreuil’s low opinion cf Biget, is the
observation that “ the calm and capable
General L&is maintained close and friendly
relations”” with the man Kirby called “the
scoundre of the Frippon,™

| rather liked the old Bigot. Presenting all
tbe facts is of course the business of tbe
DCB. and Biit seen in the context cf
pre-Revolutionary France is perhaps a more
modern novelistic approach than Kicby's
eminently Victorian censure. But somehow
Bigot as a victim cf the system is less
interesting than Bigot as the Devil
incarnate. O

Howe now
sainted cow

C. D. Howe: A Biography, by Robert
Bothwell and William Kilbourn, McClel-
land & Stewart, 397 pages, $19.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 77104537 9.

By VINCENT di NORCIA

INTERESTING BIOGRAPHIES of engineers ate
rare. But this engineer was also the “‘gen-
eral manager” of the Canadian economy
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during much of the 1940s and 1950s and,
many have felt. the “*arch-villain™ of
Canadian Libemlism. Controversy swirled
around C. D. Howe. Yet the authors main-
tain he was non-partisan, pragmatic,
efficient. and aman of integrity: **The
theory underwhich be wielded his power —
socialism, free enterprise. corporate
libaralism, or whatever — was of little
concern’™ compared with letting rational
self-intevest govern affairs, | think that
verdict is ingenuous, for this biography
provides awealth of evidence to show that
Howe'scareerand beliefs had aninteresting
consistency. amounting almost to an ideol-
agy.

First, Howe was not only a good manager
but also a managerialist. He worked to
replace ideological and partisan conflict
with good business management. Manage-
ment was his politics. He was also a good
engineer. His training at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology taught him how to
cutcosts. More important, it taughthim that
scientific and technological advance was the
basis of social progress and that overall
economic efficiency and growth came
through large-scale centralized enterprises.
This led him to the entirely practical view
that Canadian prosperity depended on big
projects such as the St. Lawrence Seaway
and tbc Trans-Canada Pipeline. It also led
him to distrust general political principles

and respect only hard faets,

How’s managerial and technological
biases, the anthors show, produced some
apparent paradoxes. He helped to build a
powerful state planning and enterprise sys-
tem during and immediately after the war.
But the” he was content to let the market do
its work. He refused to accept the logic of
his own planning theory and practice in
post-war economic reconstruction.

Similarly. he ecreated or controlled a
plethora of Crown corporations — the
CNR, tbe Harbours Board, TCA. Polymer.
and. indirectly, tbe CBC. He eve” “made a
case for the independent Crown corporation
[as] a publicly owned enterprise™ but
independent of the civil service and free of
political meddling: “It was to be managed
as efficiently. absolutely, and aggressively
as if hc himself were the private entre-
preneur at the head of it.”

Howe had no doubts about the **desira-
bility>* of economic integration with the
United States. I” 1947 he supported the
policy of continental free trade — as did
Lester Pearson. Yet this is the man who had
d&doped a national ecomomy , sided Cana-
dian firms, and made sum the pipeline was
an all-Canadian project running counter to
the north-south lines of continental energy
supply.

On the other hand, he had nOpatlenoe
witb Walter Gordon's ideas. Before the

1957 election, Howe had decided to-cancel
the Avro Armow project on the ground that it
was too costly. despite the defence
department’s insistence that the Amow was
essential to’ Canada’s technolagical
PIOgTEsS.

Where Howe’s consistency begins to
show up is on the obverse side of his
principles. Lii other devotees of techno-
logical rationality. he was blind to social
problems; Mackenzie King, not Howe. was
the architect of Canada’s welfare programs.
Second, although Howe was Ontario leader
and bagman for the Liberals, he was
impatient with the machinery of democracy
— with political opposition, with
parliamentary procedure, and with the prin-
ciple of accountability. Third, as he wrote
Lord Beaverbrook, he believed “our best
work will be needed to keep the government
out of the hands of the socialists.”

Statism was the one ¢ommon strain in
Howe's philosophy. He believed in a strong
government operating in the national in~
terest and pm that belief into practice, often
to the chagrin. of partisan colleagues and
old, narrow, commercial interests. All inall
he was a fairly typical modern Liberal.
Although Bothwell- and Kilbourn tend at
times to be unmcritical to the point of
hagiography. their biography has the virfue
of completeness and will supply much
ammunition for Howe’s critics. [

Trianale

GATEWAY TO OBLIVION
The Great Lakes Bermuda

Hugh F. Cochrane
A “twilight zone” on the U.§.-
Canadian border? Not many

LESTER PEARSON AND THE
AMERICAN DILEMMA
Pararsmrsbery

The second in a two-voluma oral

o el

The RCMP Security Service

MEN IN THE SHADQWS

John Sawatsky

A bzhind-the-scenes l00k at one
of Canada’'s most secret institu-
tions, the R.C.M.P. Security
Service. Includes Its modus
operandi. Its suceesses and fail-
ures, and deseriptions of tech-
niquzs which other egencies
have sought to imitate.

$15.00

psople associate the Gnat Lakes
grea, espeuall?; Lake Ontario,
with strange phenomena. We
have it all—vanishing ships,
strange fogs. airplangs and peo-
pis Who have mysteriously dis-
appeared along with UFO slght-
ings, pursuits and landings. O
the fourteen such ptaces on.the
earth, this one is right on our
doorstep. $11.95: illustrated
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ROUGH ROADTOTHE NORTH
Travels Along the Alaska
Highway

Jim Christy

Agalnst impossible odds It was
built in 9 months. No one
though it possible, no ene could
understand why It should be
built. Hers is the legend and
lora of that mad, alang with

me prospectors, adventurers and
tha tourists who are still being
lured by the Alaskan tundra.
$11.95; lllustrated

I DOUBLEDAY Canada Limited

history recreating the eareer of
Lester Pearson. This volumedeals:
with Pearson’s career as an inter-
national diplomat during the
heyday of Canadian diplomacy.
People interviewed include:
Mitchell Sharp, Averell

Harriman, DeanRusk and others.
$19.95; illustrated

Boxed Set of Volume 1 and’
Voluma 2 $2p,95
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My Jackson’s
Mushrooms

H.A.C. Jackson, edited and
with an introduction by Mimi
Cazort, National Gallery of
Canada.

Fortyu-two watercolours of
mushrooms are accompanied
by extracts from Henry
Jackson’s diaries, written from
1927 to the mid-fifties.

“The most beautiful, the most
elegant and the most extra-
ordinary book. .. this season.
The diaries are a window into a
now forgotten world of manly
tramps and amateur science;
the pictures are enchanting.
Jackson makes of a mushroom
a beautiful thing:’

(Financial Post)

“... his watercolours had such
accuracy and delicacy that they
are now recognized as works of
art...Hagivesthe impression
of a quiet man, at peace with the
world . ... This book is a worthy
tribute to Mr Jackson, and his
mushrooms.”

(William French,

The Globe and Maii)

“...atremendously loving piece
of bookmaking.. .. A
marvelous piece of work in
every way.”

(Robert Fulford, CBC Radio)

$35.00 (cloth)

NATIONAL MUSEUMS
OF CANADA

10 Boolsin Canada, March, 1880

Too good to
be True Blue
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John Bracken: A Political Biography,
by John Kendle. University of Toronto
Press, illustrated, 318 pages, $17.50 cloth

(ISBN 0 8020 5439 01.
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By JOHN HERD THOMPSON

IN croosiNG Joe Clark of Alberta to lead it,
the Conservative Patty was ingtinctively
returning to a favoarite source of party
chieftains. Since the First World War five
Westerners have directed the Conser-
vatives® fortunes, and all butone eventudly
became prime minister. Unfortunately for
the Tories, Arthur Meighen, R.B. Bennett.
and John Diefenbaker proved incapable of
holding on to the job fcr very long — a
gloomy portent for the present leader.

Only one Westerner failed to give the
Liberals at least one licking, and it is for this
failure that John Bracken is best remem-
bered, if and when he comes to mind at all.
Bracken led the Conservatives — or nomi-
nally presided over their drift — from 1942
to 1947, when he was mercifully replaced
by George Drew. His only lasting impres-
sion on the party was his insistence on the
new and paradoxical name “Progressive”’
Conservative — an appellation thal remains
asonrce of amusement to lexicographers
and the Ottawa correspondents of foreign
newspapers.

As University of Manitoba historian John
Kendle points cut in John Bracken: A
Political Biography, this judgement based
only on Bracken's yearsas national Conser-
vative leader is mostunfair. Until he entered
federal politics, Bracken never lost an
election. Premier of Manitoba for two
decades, he wasthe only provincial premier
to survive the 1930s, and be left office in
1942 hcldii the Commonwealth record for
political [ongevity. .

Bracken's political car¢er began when he
was plucked from the principalship of
Manitoba Agricultural College N lead the
United Farmers of Manitoba, surprise win-
ners in the provincial election of 1922. His
thoice, and his subsequent career demon-
strated that the so-called “‘Progressive’’
revolt cf Western farmers was progressive
with a very ‘small “‘p."”’ Bracken’s first
major achievement wasto balance tbe
provincial budget by sacking civil servants
and cutting grams tc higher education.

Throughout his premiership he remained
dedicated to the principles of free-énterprise
capitalism, hostile tc trade unions, and a
determined foe of socialism and com-
munism. A dreadful speaker who could
anaesthetize an audience, Bracken could
also communicate perfectly with & rural
Manitoba electerate that shared his puritan
values. He gave Manitoba the sort of
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“honest. businessiike. and unspectacular”
government thet suited the province’s in-
come and aspirations.

Bracken’s brightest mament on the na-
tional stage came during tbe late 1930s
when he emerged as a principa advecate of
a national response tc the crisis of the
Depression. Bracken transcended Westem
regionalism, defending the idea of a strong
central government against the narmow pro-
vincialism oOf Mitchell Hepburn of Ontario
and Maurice Duplessis of Quebee, bat he
was never able to use this reputation tc build
a national political base. Thase same
characteristics that made him a suecess in
Manitoba left him hopelessly out of his
depth in the more complex world of federal
politics.

Kendle's Johnr Bracken | S unusual among
Canadian political biographies in that itis
neither overly sympathetic nor critical Of
its subject. Kendle avoids the rhetorical
excesses with which Donald Creighton
inflated Si John A. Macdonald, and he
doesn’t throw the poison darts Peter C.
Newman used to let the air cut of John
Diefenbaker. Readers are spared a denun-
ciation cf Bracken’s opponents as villains
and knaves, and Bracken's federal fiasco
isn’t blamed on obstructionism by the Tory
Old Guard whc epposed his progressivism.
Instead, weare treated to a scholarly and
fair account of an important provineial but
secondary national figure.

Kendie's work is pasticularly commend-
able, for he worked under two handieaps.
The first was a lack of matedal, fcr the 100
or 50 boxes of official Bracken papers in the
Manitoba Archives are mostly routing, and
all of Bracken's personzl papers were
turned tc mush by the Red River floed-
watersin 1950., This explains the *“politi-
cal”’ that Kendle adds to his title.

Bracken himself ishis biographer’s sec-
ond obstacle. Asked on a natiopal radio
broadeast about the mmonr that be was
colourless, Bracken replied *‘thatisn’t justa
rumovwr, that is the uth.” He had no
mistresses, drank rarely, kept ne sush
funds, and made no secret deals. His most
human, failing was a tendency 1o imegular-
ity. Even John Diefenbaker, whose
blocdy-minded memoirs leave no rival
unslandered, describes Bracken as **a man
of good character whose word was his
bond.” In an era-that produced Hepburn,
Duplessis, and “Bible Bill"" Alberhart,
John Bracken stands apart as decent. hon-
curable, straightforward, and — unfortu-
nately for Kendle and his readers —dull. U
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Also present
at the creation

pIng of Peace: Canada and the
Saarch for World Order, 1943-1957,
Volume |. by John W. Holmes, University
of Toronto Press. 349 pages, $25.00 cloth

(ISBN 0 8020 5451 7).

By DDNCAN MEIKLE

THOSE WHO represent Canada’'s interests
abroad must have a keen sense of reality.
They need to know the limits within which
Canada can operate, when she must take a
firm stand, and when she should yield a little
in the interests of peace and co-operation.
Our representatives must also have more
than the normal share of idealism — the
kind that keeps a person going even though
he is surrounded by depressing end never-
ending evidence of injustice. starvation,
petty intrigues, and war,

During the 1940s a smell group of these
men had two additional responsibilities.
They hsd to redefine Canadian policies fore
vastly different world. and they had to help
establish organizations such as the United
Nations to deal with intemational problems.
Even though reatively young — all were
born within a few years of 1900-—men such
es Norman Robertson, Arnold Heeney,
Hume Wrong, Lester Pearson, Gemry Rid-
ell. Escott Reid, and Geor ge Glazebrook
had en enormous impact on decisions made
by political leaden of the time. Their
training led them into public service, end
their perspective made them act in the
Interests of both Canadians and mankind.

In this less-then-perfect world of ours,
they did es much es anyone could have, and
pathaps more, if one considers the demands
on their health. John Holmtes sums up the'r
vrork:

Wrong, Pearson, Glazebrook, R. G. Rid-

dell. and many Of the other planners were

histarians by training and Instinct, Sowas 1,

and that |S probably why | found their

approach so congenial at the dme and in
tetrospact. A danger Of the historicsl per-
spzclive is that it encourages complacent
optimism. the fallacy of inevitable prog-
ress. On the other hand a degree Of
optimism iS essemtial for policy-makers.
especially those involved in die ereation Of
a world. They de have to believe that
somathing ean De done even if the odds are
against it. They, like historians, have to
identify, undistracted by utopian fantasies,
just how much has been accomplished and
the directions in which we are moving.

After the first session of the United Nations

General Assembly, Louis St Laurent 0b-

served, “We have advanced from bar-

barism to a sort of intemational fendal-
jsm." He was a lawyer, but one of the
historians. Gerry Riddell, wrote it for him.

Ttwas a shrewd estimate of the state that had

bzen reached, with an awareness that in the
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light Of history the feudal system, with all
its bloody fawlts, didl mark a considerabte
step forward in the control of anacchy.

Holmes was part of this group, but the
reader will leam very little abour the
contribution he made. After looking at the
self-deprecatory comments in the preface,
some Might cenclude that he had nothing to
boast about, but they would be dead wrong.
In just 10 years Holmes rose fmm a junior
foreign-service officer to assistant under-
secretary (the second highest rung of the
civil-service ladder in Extemal Affairs), but
he has chosen to play down his personal
SUCCESS..

This volume deals with the period np to
about 1948; it covers the background of the
Second World War, theimpact of the new
weaponry, the changes within the Com-
monwealth, end the establishment of the
U.N. Holmes shows how Canada’s post-
war position developed out of circum-
stances over which we had little control (the
war, and our size. resources, and reputa-
tion) and out of decisions made by political
leaders (what to emphasize, the degree of
commitment). Most of the book consists of
brief factual comments on such topics as
conferences, international agencies, and
specific problems interspersed with descrip-
tions of the impact of personality end
internal disagreement, end insights into the
thinking behind various decisions.

This should be a useful book. Students
who want a brief and dependable overview
of international relations will find the mini-
essays and index helpful. Those who wish
to supplement the work already done on
King. St. Laurent, Pearsen. end C.D.
Howe might find the occasional nugget.
And the general reader will find a thorough
and not ungritical examination of Canadian
policies end practices in the post-war wotld.
Volume |1, which will complete the story,
should be available before the end of the
year. | hope a paperback version will be
issued SO that Holmes's work will be avails
ble to the widest possible audience.

For him, CN
was believing

The Great Scot: A Biegraphy of Don-
ald Gordon. by Joseph Sechull, M cGill-
Queen’s University Press, illustrated, 291
pages, $24.95 cloth ISBN 077350349 8).

By ASHLEY THOMSON

IT was Supermen who used to say “ Greet
Scot.” and although he wasn't referring to
Donald Gordon, it seems to be Schull's
vie¢' that he could have been.

Gordon first eame to public attention in
1938 when, es deputy gevemor of the Bank
of Canada, be got to autograph the nation’s
paper currency. Between 1941 and 1947.

T ek s e k¥

A Good
Read

Magnus
Magnussox
Vikings!

From the fury of the Northmen,
0 Lord, deliver us’ — few people in
history have been so feared by
their neighbours or so misunder-
stood by the modern world.
Magnus Magnusson explores the
myth and the reality of Viking
culture, This exciting study of new
archaeological discoveries reveals
the Vikings as architects, town-
dwellers and craftsmen.
Over 200 photograph% halfin full
colour. 256 pages.

$25.9!

Gralham
(reene

DOCTOR
J FISCHER OF
GENEVA
OR
THE BOMB
PARTY

It is impossible for Graham
Greene's admirers to predict whic
direction his next book will take.
Following on the enormous succes
and critical acclaim of his last
novel, The Human Factor, comes
this black entertainment-*“a pro-
found study in human greed?
160 pages

$1L.9

Clarke Irwix

191 St. Clair Ave. West,
Toroite, Ontario M6C 1B
(416) 654-3211
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the Bank loaned him to the Wartime Prices
& Trade Board, which he chaired with
conspicuously more success than Jean-Luc
Pepin had some three decades later when he
held a similar position witb the Anti-
Inflation Board.

In 1950. Gordon left the Bank to take on
the chairmanship and presidency of the
debt-ridden Canadian National Railways.
This move surprised many. since Gordon
himself confessed that he knew so little
about railways that he couldn’t even fix his
son’s train. Over the next 16 years, one of
Gordon's major contributions to the CNR
was, understandably, its financial reorgani-
zation, but he also proveda quick study on
raihway matters. It was under his leadership,
for example. that CN dieselized.

Retiring from CN in 1966, Gordon
assumed the presidency of Brineo, and was
at the helm when that company secured the
financing necessary to erect the massive
Churchill Falls hydreelectric power project.
Thatdone, in 1969, atage67, Gordon died.

Clearly, Schull’s title is a bit misleading,
for while Gordon was bara in Scotland, he
made his name in Canada. Such deception
may. however, be pardoned, for a more
literal tide might well have scared off
readers who have the impression ihat Cana-
dians are dull — even preat ones, If Gordon
ever were dull. it will be news to anyone
who picks up this biography. since every
one of its pages reflects the gusto, enthu-
siasm, and general good humour with which
Gordon himself approached life. (This is
not te suggest that life with Gordon was
always fun. See. for example. Schull's
descriptions of Gopdon’s deteriorating rela-
tionship with his unhappy first wife Maisie,
and his twe sons by her.)

In order to bring Gordon o life Schalt
interviewed more than 60 people in addition
to examintng Gordon’s own papers. What
has emerged is not only a fascinating book.
but also one that is clearly and critically
written, though it is not without miner
flaws. For example. the Bank of Canada
was set up us aregulator of monetary, not—
as Schull contends — fiscal policy. Slightly
more sgrious is his tendency to introddce
new characters without any elaboration in
one place. and then mention them without
much further elaboration somewhere else.
forcing annoying tripsto the index. One
would expact Schull, an experienced writer
of fiction as well as of non-fiction. to know
better. O

VENERKTIAN
<

Where Wilf
the sacred
prophet ran

Laurfer: His Life and World, by
Richard Clippingdale, McGraw-Hill Ryer-
m, illustrated, 224 pages, $17.95 cloth

(ISBN 0 07 082302 2).

By MARCY KAHAN

RICHARD CLIPPINGDALE begins his study of
Laurier: His Life and World with precise
definitions of his purpose and of his in-
iended audience. His intention istoexamine
“the most significant aspects of the interac-
tion of Laurier the Prime Minister with his
country and his times. from 1896 to 1911
He is writing for “the interested general
reader rather than the academic specialist.”
Clippingdale superficially achieves hi ob-
jective. The resulting.survey is conscienti-
ous. if uninspired, an awkward blend of
political biography and social history.

In 1904, Laurier stated that *‘as the
nineteenth century was that of the United
States, so, I think the twentieth century shall
be filled by Canada.” Such buoyant op
timism was characteristic of the period. As
Clippingdale illustrates. Canada at the tum
of the century was united by “the business
of making and spending money.” It was a
time of imperial pride, industrial expansion,
railway enlargement, and settlement of the
West by European immigrants. Hyperbolic
prophecies of greathess were common-
place. Thus, Mountreal was hailed as ““acity
which is at oncethe London, the Liverpool,
the Manchester. the Birmingham. the
Leeds, the Oxford and the Cambridge of
North America.”" Even Sydney, N.S., was
dubiously pronounced “the manufacturing
centre of the great &minion, if not the
whole North America.” According to Clip-
pingdale, Wilfred Laurier was eminently
suitable to lead Canada during these years of
exuberant development.

The book’s principal weakness lies in its
depiction of Laurier himself. Clippingdale
begins witha tantalizing observation: “Sir
Wilfred is awfully hard to resist once you
get to know him at all.” This assertion may
be true, but in this particular study Lavrier
proves extremely resistable. His legendary
charm and magnetism are néver convinc-
ingly illustrated. merely reported in a series
of testimonials from admiring journalists
and fellow-politicians. Laurier comes actoss
as little more than a political cipher.
delivering unmemorable speeches, effect-
ing slick compromises, continually and
intrepidly campaigning. Them is thus a
hollowness at the book’s centre.

Clippingdale has instead chosen to
concentrate on the major political and

T T T T W T S =E R T

economic issues of the time: the proposal
for unrestricted reciprocity of trade with the
U.S.: the Manitoba Schools Questioa,
1890; Canadian participation in the Boer
War, 1902; Canadign support for the British
Navy. 1909; the Conscription issue during
the Fiat World War. The narrative is, at
times, unhappily reminiscent ofthe proseof
high-school history texts. which bombard
their captive readers with useful facts for
examinations but are woefully deficient in
terms of broader perspectives. stimulating
analogies, and insightful evaluations.

i n dealing with each crisis, Laurier
demonstrated a shrewd talent for com-
promise and conciliation. Upon assuming
power in 1896, hc settled the controversy
over the Manitoba Publiec Schools Act =
which had terminated provincial support for
Catholic schools -by arranging for after-
hours denominational religious instruction.
Similarly, in 1902, he satisfied the demands
of Ontario’s imperial loyalty. without un-
duly antagonizing ths Quebec opposition.
by his policy of “‘ modified participation’” in
the Boer Wv. But aside from his genuine
fear of “the vortex of European
militarism,” Laurier does not seem to have
held any strong convictions or ideals about

anything. As Clippingdale makes clear. the

Lavurier government was more proficient in
generating growth than in dealing witb its
soclal consequences. Laurier was remarka-
bly coinplacent about his prioritiess ‘'Re-
forms are for Oppositions. It is the business
of Governments to stay in office.”” In
excusing their laisser faire attitude toward
social referm, Clippingdale argues that
Lavrier and the Liberals “reflected the
aspirations and needs of a society of quick
growth and seif-confidence,”” This is sim-.
ply another way of saying that a country gets-
the government it deserves.

Laurier: His Life and World is by no
means ar unqualified failure. Its pedestrian
text is redeemed by the inclusion of a superb
collection of photographs, cartoons, repro-
ductions of contemporary paintings, and
pages from Eaton’s catalogue, which con-
vey the nuances of social history. The
“interested general reader’” comes away
with a clearer idea of the eveits and
attitudes in Canada at the turn of “the
century. But Laurier himself — the wily
manof “sunny ways’’ —provestooelusive
a subject to be adequately captured between
the covers of this comprehensive, -splen-
didly illustrated coffee-table book.C}
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T ST V/STami g
Confedaration, edited by R. B. Byers and
Robert V. Redford, Canadian Institute for
International Affairs, 355 pages, $8.50

W&q—

Ieeping Canada Together, by Norman
Penner et al., Consolidated Amethyst
Communications, 149 pages, $5.95 paper
TISBN U 920474 0711

The Boundaries of the Canadian Con-
federation, by Norman L. Nicholson.
Carleton Library Series (Macmillan), 252
| pages, $8.95 paper (ISBN 0 7705 1742 0).

)

By DANIEL FRANCIS

IT SEET1s unarguable that Canada’s con-
stitution is in need of co operation. The
question is whether cosmetic surgery is
sufficient er whether something more r adi-
cal (amputation, perbaps?) will berequired.
While the patient languishes, there is no
shortage Of experts crowding around the
siclbed prescribing fores. For anyone seek-
ing yet another opinion, here are three-more
books relating to the constitutional issue.

More and more the debate over the
"new’” federalism has become a tog of war
between those who would shore up the
authority of the central government cod
those who would allow the provincial
govemnments more POWer in national, even
international, affairs. Yet both these prop
osed solutions are dubjous panaceas. Do we
really know in what way more, or less,
centralization will affect our most serious
problems— the energy crisis, high inflation
rates, regional inequities. cod so on? What,
if anything, does the constitution have to do
with the quality of everyday life?

It is the irony of Camada Chaifenged that
its authors attempt to clarify these issues by
complicating them. The book isa collection
of essays, mainly by academics, published
under the auspices of the Canadian Institute
of Interational Affairs. Bach contributor
was asked to comment on the probable
impact of more, or less, centralization on
hi specialty, be it energy, transportation,
monetary policy, or whatever. Thc conelu-
sfons are too varied to summarize but that in
itsdf is perhaps the most important conclu-
sion. For example.. Professors Martha cod
Frederick Fletcher argue that in the field of
communications the provinces should be
granted more authority, while lan
MecDougall contends that what iS desper-
ately needed to improve the economic
situation iS more, not |ess, central autherity.
The point is that different responses are

appropriate to different pmblcms. The new

- A
Ml B oo ,% qnﬂ ema o Y.
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Inflation and the price qnf gold have spurred
] ____'--- ,....:.---.......-..Jl.mgan.ﬂ Aonlammndt Iﬂ ‘I aﬂhma]‘lln:n manima
| stamps, and coliectables. For over 25 years
Charlton has been publishing authoritative
lue v widl [RLATFIITES 1] " | ”
catalognes and buymg {fhee ‘gliffes n
Canadians and collectors all over the world.
inninedale hae _inctead rhnc it B SR L
T This photo-illustra’t/e'd boaok \}};tf;’dgﬁ e:'ﬁs
buying prices for all Canadian coins, plus
prices for a large selection of Canadian
paper money and tokens. United States
coins and English coins. The bullion charts
for Canadian coins helps make this the
most popular book of itskind.
$1.50
The first dealer’s buying price guide to
Canadian and British North American
stamps. This book provider, a needed
supplement to the. large market for
Canadiap stamps. Each new stamp is
illustrated and a brief prefaee for the issue
provides technical and historical data.
This will bea popular book to help identify
and evaluate the worth of a collection.
81.50
An introductory stamp album f or children.
This full eolonr book depicts Canadian
postal history since 1947. A brief
description of the persons and events
depicted accompanies each stamp, which
makes this book equally attractive cc either
an initial collecting album or cc a general
il interest book.
Hl s4.95
Forthcoming: 31st Edition of Lyman's Standard Cotalogue of Canada-BNA
Postage Stamps; 30th Editlon of The Charlton Standard Catalogue of Canadlan
Coins; The Charlion Standard Cetnlogne of Canadian Paper Money; The 1980
Charlton Canadian Trade Dollar Guide.
299 Queen Street V.,
Toronto M5V 129. (ZT £ [ ¢
(416) 598.2261 1o Chartton> Press
e .
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TWO NEW ONES
FOR
CLASSROOMS;
FOR READING
ROOMS,

FOR Y@U

iy

JOAHNYWARD

Celekrale the Centenary of
Hansard

The history of Hansard is the story of
the fight for freedom of speech,
information, and the press. The book
delves into many historical byways
while tracing the long struggle to bring
Parliament to the people, and sheds
light,on long-forgotten episodes in
Canadiani history.

o Photographs © Index

Hardcowver, $24.95%
oTake adwvantage of the special
publisher's mice: $18.95 on all orders
received before May 1.1980.

ns
T
Amwdﬁ'ms

FC Russell

Customs and Traditions.
Canadian Armed Forces

Here for the first time the threads of
Service beliefs, customs, and traditions
have been gathered into a single
volume. Excellent descriptions of age-
old rituals snd traditions in all their
solemnity and pomp,and the high jinks
associated with many Forces’ customs.
o Colour and black and white pictures
o Calendar of events observed by

the Canadian Armed Forcer
o Index

Softbound, $12.95

Hardbound, $24.95

he

Dencau & Greenberg

805 Metcalfe Street. Suite 205,
Ottawa, K2P 181 (613) 233-4075

Boals in Canada, March. 1990

federalism may well include a central
govemment et once stronger and weaker.

McDougall’s essgv deserves honourable
mention for emphasizing the overriding
importance of economic issues in the unity
debate. Who really believes that a reorgan-
fzed Supreme Court oran elective upper
house are solutions toany relevant prob-
lems? Yet that too often is the abstract leve]
et which debate takes place. Even the
preoccupation with Quebec obscures
fundamental cracks in the federal structure.
McDougall suggests that “Quebec may
represent the most important regional chal-
lenge only ina symbolic sense. ... At mot
meny of the problems of unity relate to
material causes that cannot be imoroved. let
alone resolved, by constitutional change.’’

Keeping Canada Together is the handi-
work of a project called Living and Leam-
ing in Retirement. which is dedicated to the
proposition that there is Iife afier retirement,
In the fall of 1977 this group sponsored a
series of lectures in Toronto on the unity
issue. A number of academics contributed
and the results appear in this book. The
purpose of the lectures appears to have been
to give some historical background to the
present situation. The book includes essays
on the Ontario schools question, the quiet
revolution, the genesis of separatism and
Western discontent. Readers looking for
new perspectives or information will not
find either hem but somepne looking for an
introduction to the issues might find the
book useful.

Should Quebec, or any other province.
ever leave confederation it is possible that
boundaries would become a point of conten-
tion. Certainly the |ate Donald Creighton
touched a raw nerve when he suggested a
few yearsago that en independent Quebec
would have no claim to the northem part of
the province. The possibility of such dis-
putes makes timely the reappearance of The
Boundaries Of the Canadian Confedera-
don. First published in 1954, this book is an
exhaustive survey of how eur boundaries
came to be where they are. Too densely
packed with information to make exciting
reading, the book is nevertheless 2 valuable
reference work. D
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Flash, fuss,
and fizzle

A Pyramid of 'TIme, by Abmham
Boyarsky, The Porcupine's Quill, 76 pages,
‘ElO 95 cloth (ISBN 0 88984 009 1) end
ApEr

A Family Album, by Wlllmm Bauer,
Oberon Press, 150 pages, $15.00 cloth
SBN 0 88750 299 7) and $6.95 paper

(ISBN 0 88750 300 4).

The Visitors Have AU Retorned, by
Marilyn Bowering, Press Porcépic, 86

Pages, $5.95 paper (ISBN 0 83378 163 6).

Bv GEQOFF HANCOCK

A COLLECTION of stories should be like a
waiting package of firecrackers. Once that
first page is opened, the fuse should be lit in
the reader’'s mind and each story should
explode loudly. This trio of first fictions is
noisy enough, though dampness makes a
few of the pages sputter or even fizzle out.

Aftera long apprenticeship, mathematics
professor Abreham Boyarsky of Montraal
has brought out A Pyramid af Time. This
strongly written collection forms a loose
story cycle of Jewish life in Montreal. From
the opening prologue, with the narrator
terrified of taking a showerat the local Y, to
the epilogue, which finds him trembling
with fear as he stands in the kitchen near the
oven with his three-month-0ld daughter.
Boyarsky rarely lets up his anger and rarely
loses sight of hi character’s defence
mechanisms.

The six stories (wrapped up with
epigrammatic inserts that touch all the bases
of Jewish survival, liberty, love, marriage,
family devotion. end faith) show characters

learning to tight back. During “A Birthday

Party’’ the father of the young narrator
makes him promise to be a bomber pilot
when he grows up so he can flatten
Germany. The same narrator in “A Hockey
Game"' discovers en afternoon game of
hockey is anti-Semitism in miniature. A
punch-up and its revenge turns the young
boy into an adult,

Presumably iI's the same narrator who
turms up in Jerusalem some years lam. in
1967, to attend university. His landlady
tries to set him up with “The Sister,”
possibly the ugliest creature in contem-
porary fiction, and with no lack of speed,
the narrator takes off. Theending, however,
is vague end inconclusive. The law point of
the coflection is “A Serbian Dance.”” A
divorced man meets his f-wife, recalls
their past life, gets hi hopes raised that she
might come back to him, end finally ends
trudging into a rainswept street.

Boyarsky gets back in stride with the next
two stories, “The Resident” and “The
Sabbath.”” In the former. a man fund-
raising for families whose bread-winners
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were killed in the Yom Kippur War has his
faith tested whenarich man offers him
money on the condition that he bow down to
two statues of Venus, In thelatter, arabbi in
frail health after 2 heart attack has to deal
with anti-Semitism and murder when a
patient dies in 2 hospital for the aged.
Boyarsky writes with a clean, clear style
and keeps control of material that could so
easily slip into self-righteous indignation.

William Bauer, fmm Fredericton, N.B.,
has also served a long apprenticeship. But
the stories in A Family Album suffer froma
nagging professorial tone. Bauer uses tools
of contemporary fiction such as sub-
headings and the documentary device of
newspaper clippings and letters. The tools,
however, are put to poor use. The Sub-
heading in fiction is most effective whenit is
used (asit is in Robert Cower’s Pricksongs
and Descants or some of Donald
Barthelme's stories in City Life or
Unspeul:able Practices, Unnatural Acrs}as
a comment on a small action. complete in
itself. instead of breaking one large drama-
tic action into a number of parts.

The five stories, and oneé chapter from a
work-in-progress (which does not belong in
this collection at all) snggest Bauer is still
looking for a comfortable style.

A young man’s romance is frustrated by
the addition of his date’s retarded uncle in
**This Story Ends In A Pine Grove.'* A skip
fracer indulges in a great fantasy of revenge
in *The Hounds of Barkerville"” when he

$11 95 hardcover

Y @ 1000 $pace Monsters (Have Landed) By Alan
Benjanaim

Full-colour #llustrations by Sal Murdocca
With this fabujous flip-book sequel fo the best-selling 1000 Monsters, monster
lovers of all ages can create 1000 different cutrageous space creatures, each with a
matching story of its own. Wire-bound on card stock for durability. All ages

$3.95 spiral-bound paperback
The Grey Lady and the Strawberiy Snatcher By Molly
Bang, with full-colour fllustrations by the author

The Grey Lady loves strawberries. But so does the Strawberry Snatcher, and
 unfortunately for the Grey Lady, he Is not far away and getting closer all the time.
This lively tale blends fantasy, suspense and humour with magnificent
illustmﬂons to dehght young and old alike. All ages $11.95 hardcover

returns home to repossess the car of a
boyhood enemy. The stodgiest story is
“How Babies An Made.. *'a chapter froma
book of boyhood lust and summer sex. The
narrative tone is wooly and it remains so in
“Fern,” which celebrates a legendary fam-
ily dog who becomes almost saint-like until
the narrater decides to look at the legend
closely. “The Clairvoyant’ is interesting
because the characters speak for themselves
in a story of mind-&ding in a service
station. “What Is Interred With Their
Bones” is the longest story and possibly the
best; but the exposition, the serpentine
sentences, and the stuffy academic tosne
knock the life out of the narrator’s inquiry
into the deaths of two old women, Annaand
Annie, in an old-age home.

The possibility of aseties of inexpensive
quality paperbacks presenting the newest in
innovative, experimental fiction appeals to
my sense of progressivism. When | think of
the 29 titles available from the Fiction
Collective of New Yeork, and the 16 titles in
the University of lllinois Short Fiction
Series. and recall the, nast glories of the
House of Anansi's Spiderline Series of a
decade ago (matched today by Coach House
Press’s avant-garde delicacies), | think it's
about time.

Marilyn Bowering's book. The Visitors
Have All Returned, is the first in the new
Boundary Line book series to he published
by Dave Godfrey’'s Press Porcépic.
Presumably future volumes will indeed do

> spring writes

The Wuggie Norple Story By Daniel M, Pinkwater

Full-cotour {llusirations by Tomie de Pacla
Wuggie Norple is a kitten with a disconcerting tendency to grow .
— until Lunchbox Louie is sure that his cat Is the size of an elephantl An :rresnshble
preposterous look-again story with full-calour pictures by Tomie dePaola. Ages 5-8,

A
Four Winds Press

A Part of Scholactic 123 Newkirk Rd., Richmond Hill, Ont. LiC3CE

something in the advanced modem manner.
Bowering (from Victoria and no relation
to Vancouver poet George Bowering) starts
the series off with a poetic novel. Unfortu-
nately, the book ends up as a sort of
Canadian compromise, with neither the
force, pace, command of fiction, nor the
fmagistic strength of the author’s three
books of poetry. Bowering can write lines
as fresh as summa lighening, but fiction
demands a clear dramatic action as well.
The sketchy story line of The Visitors
Have AU Returned is told in 19 brief
vignettes, some less thana page inlength. A
young woman, nncertain ofher role as wife,
mother, and mistress. becomes isolated and
withdrawn. Each dreamy vignette pulls her
fasther away from her soldier lover, her
intellectval logger husband, end ha daugh-
ter, whom she things of as*'a bog petson.”
The woman picks herbs by moonlight, and
is painfully aware of the secret life of
objects, several of which appear in photo-
graphs interspersed throughout thetext. She
cries over dead bii, worries about de-
mons, dreams about childhood, and disag-
rees with her husbandabout everything. But
she neither says anything not acts. The
isolation of these characters is poignantly
felt, but the dramatic conflict between them
is frail, if not actually wispy. Bowering is a
gentle writer. with a delicate style. But
fiction demands extremes of character and
situation. Hazy drama. like damp
firecrackers, just is not enough. 0
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A Right Honourable Lady. by Judy La
Marsh, McClelland & Stewart, 251 pages,
$13.95 cloth JSBN 0 77104624 3).

By BOUGLAS MARSHALL

THIS SEQUEL 10 Judy La Mash’s 1978
romarn-é-clef, A Very Political Lady (M &
8§), could have bee” called **The SOB’s
Revenge.” The SOB in question is Jean
Jacques Charles. the enigmatic prime minis-
ter of & minority Libetal government who
possesses private wealth, a peachant for
skiing, and a familier mennerism: **Charac-
teristically, Jean Jacques Charles shrug-
pd.” |" ease that clef doesn’t click loudly
enough for readers, a description follows a
few sentences later: “ Charles’ pock-
marked skin stretched eve” tighter over his
high cheekbones. The almost oriental cast
of hisface was intensified. as pain touched
the heodad eyes.” There's no doubt sbout
it Ms. La Marsh has modelled her fictional
antagonist on Clement Attke.

As the sequel opens, Charles has Just
been deposed as party leader by our
anzgrammatic heroine, Kathleen Marshal (a
one-ell version of the sumame that no true
Marshall can countenance), the 1ail, hazel-
eyed former cabinet minister from Niagara
whom Charles once tired. Charles is bitter
and his loyalty to thenew |eader is condi-
tional at best. Should Marshal seek an
accommodation with him or dump him and
risk alienating Quebec? And since she
hersalf lacks a seat in Parliament. should
she call an immediate general election or
fight a by-election and earry on with the
existing minority government? Meanwhile
a time bomb is ticking away i” the bureaue-
ratic background — a mutky nuclear -
reactor deal with Cuba that hasthe U.S.
president a Southerner. naturally, witha
toothy grim) hopping around like a cat on a
hot uraniem pile,

Theriskof playing might-have-been with
recent history isthat it can come across es
self-indulgent wishful thinking. Ms. La
Marsh has mined ha own experience to
create a parallel univer se better to her
liling. That's a perfectly fair device as long
as the author abides by the rules of fiction.
One of those mles insists that the device
can't be used simply to gain a degree of
privilege for ad hominem attacks not nor-
mally available outside of Parliament itself.

Although certain persons in high places
may disagree, M s. L a Marsh manages to
stay just within bounds. She invents a
Liberal cabinet minister fromthe West
whose greed end stupidity strain credulity.
Her ailing Tory leader is presented in a
sympathetic light; however his replacement
is portrayed es en ambitious young

18 Boolis |n Canada. March, 1880

hatchetman guilty of the-mortal political sin
of detesting Chits. The NDP is represented
by a boorish red-haired trade unionist who
can’t keep a civil tongue in his head.
Whatever else the novel lacks. it's aot point
of view.

In fact this is a better-written book
than its predecessor. The pacing is tighter,
the main characters have greater depth, end
the clichés are less conspicuous (although
the ““fragrant smell of coffee”” scems omni-
present). There are two or three well-
realized scenes, including an excruciatingly
awkward confrontation between Marshal
end Mrs. Plunkett, the British prime minis-
ter; the Right Honourable Ladies find they
have nothing in commen but their gender.

The novel is lifted above the level of a
routine potboiler by Ms. La Marsh’s handl-
ing of her basic themes. Her description of
the special pressur es, domestic and other-
wise, facing women in power has an
authentic ring. More convincing till, and
nota litte frightening, is the analysis of how
an entrenched bureaucracy ean intrigue
againg its political masters and pervert the
decision-making process of Parliament.
Ms. La Marsh knows her way around C. P.
Snowland. '

It would be unfair to Ms. La Marsh to
reveal the ending of A Right Honourable
Lady. But it would be equally unfair to
readers to pretend that it isin any way
satisfactory. The central mystery that has
kept us turning the pages is never resolved.
Thii might be acceptable were a third
Marshal novel in the works. Tragically, Ms.
La Marsh has terminal cancer and we ean
expect no mere might-have-beens. We are
let7 with aliterary curiosity, three pasts art,
two parts therapy, and one part guts. I

Out in
left: field

Volces of Discord: Canadlan Short
Stories from the 1930s, edited by Donna’
Phillips, New Hogtown Press, 224 pages,
$3.95 paper (ISBN 0 919940 129).

By JIM CHRISTY

EVERYONE, SO IT (JOes, has their opposite
number. If suddenly wansported to the
‘antipodes of his meandering dialectic,
Lubor J. Zink, that correspondent from
the gulag of the mind, could have written
the 30-page introduction to this book, a
collection of stories. mainly lougy, but with
a couple of mediocre exceptions and one
very good one. The actual culprit is Kenneth
J. Hughes and his jargon reads like a try-out
essay for the Alive Press reification team.
Ilost track of the number of times he uses
“bourgeois.” It isactually great fun (and
the saving grace of the little book which, all
for “aught, is well-designed end well-
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produced) to read the stordes, then go back
to the introduction and look at them through
Hughes's interpretive eyes. Alice Butala’s
**A Day in the Town"" I took to be a rather
dreary portrayal of poverty ona small farm:
ma” end woman, old before their time,
shick in an endless Depression cycle; the
starekeeper end his wife, who won't give
them anything else on credit, just rather
heartless end artlesdy drawn. But no. the
merchants ‘‘represent an historical phase of
capitalism in its transition from an emphasis
on primary accumulation and ion in
the mercantile and industrial phase to the
consumption phase of monopoly capitalism
in the recent past.” No wonder Trotsky
weat on the lam,

The stories have been selected by Donna
Phillips fmm New Frontier. Masses, The
Canadian Forum and The Queen’s Quar-
terly where they originally appeared in the
1930s. The elaim on the back cover that
they “ present a pieture of life that is richer
and more complex than the dustbowl-work-
cdmp outline of the Depression that is often
all we see” isa load of capitalist adman
mystification. Most of the stories are too
amateurish to present any believable picture
of life. The workersare all proud. noble,
end regally screwed; the farmers are ready
for the dung heap; the bosses’ fat, greedy,
and obnoxious. All of them are mouth-
pieces. |f these stories wer e supposed to do
anything to broaden the consciousmess of
the proletariat, or anyone else. and rally
them to solidarity, then their authors under-
estimated the enemy.

The stories worth noting are few. Luella
Bruce Creighton's "*Hydro** is a straight-
forward description ef the pliitof a family
hoping the hushband ean get his two days of
relief work finished in time for the hydro bill
to be paid so that the wifedoesn’t have to
have her, baby in the dark. It is handled
sensitively; we an not bludgeoned with a
recitation of the evils of a society that causes
people to be in such a ¢circumstance.

In Sinclair Ross's “Circusin Town” a
young girl’s excitement and expectation are
rebuffed end siifled by the sour realities of
herparents’ bleak lifeon the faym. Itis justa
story “bout people being hurt, each in their
own way. Hughes claims; *“While the story
WOrK5  supremely well esat it falls short on
the side of truth because of its petit
bourgeois world view."”

Bettram Brooker's contribution, “Mrs.
Hungerford’s Milk.” isof interest because
of the discrepancy it reveals between his
writing and his painting. Brooker may have
discovered cubism 20 years after the fact but
he was right on time withsocial realism.

The only story that succeeds as a radical
piece of literature is “ East Nine’ by Dyson
Carter. A worker is hurt doing a job the boss
shouldn’t have pressured him to undertake.
Heis sent to the hospital, where eventually
he dies, but not befor e he talks in hi Seep
about his ex-wife, and the other patients on
the ward, also made useless by industry,
comment about his condition, his fete, end
where the responsibility lies. The characters
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GREAT DAPERBACKS from OXFORD
The WORLDS CLASSICS

The Warld's Classics present, in an elegant mass-market format and at competitive prices a wide
salection of the classic and best-loved books of the v-orlu. Accurate texts are suppfementad by
introductions and explanatory notes for students, and tha books have eye-catching full-colour
covers. Soms of the books in the naw series arg drawn from the old Workd's Classics sarles of
pocket editfons, founded in 1901.

The new World’s Classies will be Iaunched with twenty-five titles during Spring 1980.

To ba published March 1980
Aristotie: NICOMACHEAN ETHICS Introduction by W. D. Ross $4.50
Jane Austan: EMMA Edited by David Lodge and James Kinstey $2.50
Jans Austan: PRIDE AND PREJUDICE Edited by Frank Bradbrook and James

Kinsley §2.26
Jane Austen: SENSE AND SENSIBILITY Edited by Claire Lamont and James Kinsley $2.25
Arthur Conan Doyle: SHERLOCK HOLMES:” SELECTED STORIES Introduction by

S. C. Roberts $4.50
Alexandar Herzen: CHILDHOOD, YOUTH AND EXILE Intro. by Isaiah Berlin $5.26
Henry James: WHAT MAISIE KNEW Edited by Douglas Jeffarson $2.95
Richard Jefferles: AFTER LONDON: WILD ENGLAND \Vitha naw Introduction by

John Fowles $4.50
Leonardo da Vincl: THE NOTEBOOKS Selected and editad by Irma Richtar $4.50
Mary Shalley: FRANKENSTEIN Introduction by M. K. Joseph $3.75
Leo Tolstoy: ANNA KARENINA Introduction by Joho Bayley §5.85
Anthony Trollope: AUTOBIOGRAPHY Editad by Michael Sadieir and Frederick Page

with a new Introduction by P. D. Edwards $4.50
Anthony Trollope: THE WARDEN Edited by Michael Sadieir and Frederick Paga, with

& new Introduction by David Skliton ’ 53175
Oscar Wilde: COMPLETE SHORTER FICTION Edited by Isobel M. Murray $4.50

To ba Published April 1680

Max Beerbohm: SEVEN MEN AND TWO OTHERS Intro. by Lord David Cecil $4.50
Elizabeth Gaskeli: CRANFORD Edited by Elizabath Watson $2.85
Anthony Trollope: BARCHESTER TOWERS Edited by Michael Sadlelr and Frederick

Page, with a new Introduction by James R. Kincald $4.50

Mary Wollstonecraft: MARY and THE WRONGS OF WOMAN Edited by Gary Kelly $4.75

To be Published May 1980

Jamaes Boswell: LIFE OF JOHNSON Edited by R, W. Chapman and J. D. Fleeman $9.95

Charlotte Bronte: JANE EYRE Edited by Margaret Smith $2.50
' WIiflam Witkie Collins: THE WOMAN INWHITE Edited by Harvay Sucksmith §3.75

Gwyn Jones [Translator): EfRIK THE RED AND OTHER ICELANDIC SAGAS £3.75

Mathew Levds: THE MONK Introduction by Howard Anderson $4.60
, Edgar Allen Pog: SELECTED TALES Edited by Julian Symons $4.50

Anna Radcliffe: MYSTERIES OF UDOLPHO Edited by Bonamy Dobrea $5.95

DAST MASTERS

figures of the past whose ideas still affect the way we think oday. pAST M ASTERS

The books are written by experts and offer readers straightforvard deseriptions of the Ideas of
major thinkers, and explain thelr originality and importance,

Confuclus, Danvin, Goethe, Homer, Machlavelli, Newton, Shakespeare and Tolstoy are among
the subjects of farthcoming books In the sarles.

Alban Krailsheimer: PASCAL 96pp ° $2.50
Anthony Kenny: AQUINAS 96pp $2.50
Peter Singer: MARX 96 pp . 52,50
Ggorge Holmes: DANTE 86 pp $2.50
A.J. Ayer: HUME 112pp 52,50
Humgphrey Carpenter: JESUS 112pp §2.50

Oxford University Press 70 Wynford Dzive Don Mills Ontario M3C 19
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“A richly textured novel
by one of Canada’s best!’!

“The

Coming 5 ’
i Sweet Sceeond
Ji"}ri;l;:: S}.l ninier ( )
SEAL f%pnl}:.l al s
BOOKS
The Sweet Second Summe
of Kitty RMalone
by Matt Cohen
$2.50

available where
good paperbacks are sold

@

RieClelland & Stewart-Bantam Lt
T'he Marl: of Canadian Bestsdller

| Informal History of
tive Indian Labour in

| British Columbia, 1858-1930

Rolf I<night

¢ untold story Of Indian involvement

tbering, transport, construction, loi
ring, commercial fishing and canning..

is a story that needed to be told...Ri
ight has given it life.”
~George Woodco
Canadian Ethnic Stud
50 paper, $13.95 cloth

Profit Hungry

Tiie Food Industry in Canada
John %V, Warnock
ner-author John Warnock demonstrat
gigantic conglomerates have taken ov
y major aspect of food production
ada, from farm gate to dinner plate.

must reading...iron clad decumentatic
Jne of the most fascinating gloom a
m books we have read 1N recent months.

—Harrowsmi
50 paper, 513.95 cloth

At boohsiores or [rom
NEW STAR BOOKS LTD.
2504 York Ase., Vancouver, B.C. V6I 1E3
Tel: (603)730-9429
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are real, the world they never made but are
stuck in isreal and, by God. there iseven
humour and irony in this findy written
story. Hughes no doubt missed the humour;
otherwise theeditor probably wouldn*t have
gotten it pest him.

But perhapsVelces of Discord iSreally a
bii. satiric, anarchist put-on. The last story
is by Simon Marcson. Marx’s son7
Groucho’s? | wish but fear not, for Hughes
isalso a member of the editorial collective
of Canadian Dimension Which is not ex-
actly a repository of laughs. But then there
will be plenty of time for humour affer the
revolution. 0

The master
at College
and Jung

The Enthusiasms of Robertson Davies,
edited by Judith Skelton Grant, McClelland
& Stewart, 320 pages, $14.95 cloth (ISBN

By HOWARDH. ELLIS JR.

The devil seems to me to be not the
commonplace Symbol of ‘evil but the sym-
bol of unconsciousness, of unknowing. of
acting without knowledge of what you're
intending to do. It’s from that 1 think the
great evils spring. Tbe devil is the unex-
amined side Of life; it's unexamined but it’s
certainly not powerless,
~— from *“A Talk with Tom Harpur,™ by
Robertson Davies
IN A RECENT lecture, Robertson Davies used
the Russian word shamanstve to de-
seribe the function of a writer of fiction in
relationship to his fellow travellers. In
Russia shamanstve is the teller of epic
tales, he who brings the unconscious to
consciousness by way of stories, who
conducts seances to contact the Spirit world
that surrounds the community es well es
dreaming dreams of import for the entire
tribe. For thk shamansive, Davies says,
language is sacred, incantatory. conveying
profound power.

Western writers Of great stature also
believe in the sacredness of this **act of
language'* and may well be the practitioners
of shamanstvo in our culture, our *““tribal
shamans’ fmm whom the deepest mes-
sages come for our guidance. Books are the
permanerit record of these messages and
need to be consulted again and again ateach
stage Of our personal growth. In T h e
Enthusiasms of Reberison Davies, Judith
Skelton Grant has gathered togethera sort of
“shamansive guide,” as well as an “enter-
tainment™ of hi order.

Dr. Davies, Master of V of T'sMassey
College. is best known for his highly
mystical work, the so-called Deptford tril-
ogy. Thetrilogy opened doots to my inner
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sdlf and aso moved me to look mere deeply
into the thought and psychology of C. G.
Jung. Although he has never been an analyst
or analysand, Dr. Davies has an elegant
command of both Freudian and Jungian
thought and can develop themes and con-
trasts in the two approaches with the aplomb
of an eminent member of the psychiatric
community (while modestly protesting that
he is delivering himself of only a layman's
comments).

Mrs. Grant has assembled for us a group
of newspaper pieces from the Peterborough
Examiner, of which Dr. Davies was editor
and publisher from 1948 to 1968. She has
also drawn from magazines and periodicals
of the same era. The book is firmly divided
into three sections: memorial pieces on the
deaths of well- and not-so-w&known
personages and * reviews Of biographies:
reviews of new works and marvelous retro-
spectives of books we should have read or
should now re-read; and loosdly related
essays of opinion and persona remin-
iscences. The fine thing about this collec-
tion is that each of us would have different
opinions about which piece was “the best™
in each section.

Dr. Davies isa stmight-talking man of
wit and perspicacity, & species fast ap-
proaching extinction. In spite of hisfearless
(some might say opinionated) exposure of
his feelings on various subjects, Davies
remains an utterly vulnerable human being.
| agree with Mrs. Grant’s statement in her
highly useful introduction: “When he
celebrates significant moments in his life,
he reveds the private man, his activities and
feelings.” She goes on to say that. for her,
this does not create a feeling of intimacy.
Reading this collection gave me a sense of
deeper contact with Robertson Davies. That
desire had been first awakened by the trilogy
end was re-awakened by hislectures on the
writing of fiction and the literary critic's
craft. Enthusiasms let mesee more corners
of his vest, intelligent, thought-out, and
thoroughly enjoyed experience of whatever
caught hisinterest. Not all the choices wese
successful as literary work but al were
illuminating.

One function the collection serves is to
remind these of us who think we are
educated how deeply the roots have shuck
as Davies shines his light around in a
suddenly familiarliterary past. It alsoshows
us how much we simply never knew. Fmm
**Corsets and Crinolines’ to his review of
Osbert Sitwell's Autoblography, Davies
finds faets to attract our attention and shares
enough of his personal reactions to tempt us
to have another go with even the most
obscure or difficult-to-read author.

sprinkled throughout these essays are
gem-like statements of hllh relevance to
any reader. Speaking of VIadimir Nabokov
in areview of Lefita (which Davies found a
literary tour de force and ot et all pruriént)
he says, “Nabokov writes with style, end
style =— es distinguished from verba and
syniactical foppery, which is sometimes
mistaken for it — givesa dimension ta a
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book which can be disquieting.. ,.** Sev-
eral examples both recent and past of
“syntactical foppery™ leaped to my mind.
He says further of Nabokov's works that
“they do not please criticswho cannot
forget Madame Bovary" and observes that
“democracy.. hasputall men inclaimof
bourgeois uniformity; we are freeto be
exuctly like everybody ese” And further.
again speaking of Nabokov: “Like the late
Bernard Shaw, he writes asif every reader
wereas intelligent as himseif..."

This is a consciousness-raising book.
Mrs. Grant has done the reading public a
fine service. We are privy in an immediate
vy t0 the process of an eclectic thinker’s
wiay of helping himsdf to see the worldand
all its eccentric residents with an accepting,
humorous eye and a firm judgemental
stance. Tom Harpur asks Robertson Davies
to give his definition of the good life: “It’s
the fully realized human life, the fulfilling
of one"x potential. The person who lives that
way can't help hut be enormously valuable
toun awful lotof people. And he*snotgoing
to do harm, because he knows himself.”
And that’s not “ syntactical foppery,™
either. O

An ordinary
bloke named
Frankenstein

Disturbing the Universe, by Freeman
Dyson. Fitzhenry & Whiteside (Har per &
Row), 283 pager . § 16.95 cloth (ISBN 0 06
01 1108 9.

By WAYNE SUMNER

TRY AS THEY MAY, Scientists will never
outrun the myth created for them by Mary
Shelley and nurtured by so many
science-fiction novels and movies. Locked
away in their remote laboratories, they
pursue prajects we understand only dimly
but fear i& naively. Of their genius we
have no doubt but it is precisdy that genius
that causes our disquiet: scientists may be
brilliant and heroic but also narrow, obses-
sve and not quite trustworthy.

The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation seems to
think that the myth will unravel if only we
can get to meet some real-life scientists. Dr.
Frankenstein in cold daylight will beseen to
bethe ordinary sensible bloke he really is.
The foundation has therefore encouraged
distinguished modem scientists ta write
accessible. ‘nontechnical books like this
one, not so much about their scientific
specialties as about themselves.

Freeman Dyson’s lined and quizzical

face peersout at usfrom the dust-jacket of _

Disturbing the Universe. He looks like an
ordinary bloke. the sort who owns a large
dog and tends a garden. His scientific line is
theeretical physics, the least penetrable

TN mtEm g R R R R gl R e v e e g WY | e ———

e s et

E:'IL is, }{O-BODY

is ,-g;fa n.rl e

discipline (with the possible exception of
mathematics) for the average layperson. In
this book he spends very little time trying to
explain to uswhat hisline of work isall
about (though there is an engaging chapter
on how exciting new theories can be
discovered on the Greyhound busto
Chicago). Instead, he focuses on what
physics can do. which is what matters to us
anyway.

Dyson. English by birth, has pursued a
career in the United States that is about to
lap over into its fifth decade. He has been
involved, centrally or marginally, in some
dgnificant projecis: nuclear reactors. space
travel, nuclear disarmament, recombinant
DNA, the control of biological weaponry.
and the development of artificial intelli-
gence. Every one of these projects matters
to usin a large way: how it went had a
profound effect on the kinds of lives we
lead. Every one of the projects involved a
large number of people. In meeting Dyson
we do nor get to know a man who single-
hsndedly changed our lives, but maybe we
get to know a representative sample of the
men who did.

If s0. the result is disquieting in a way
new intended by the Alfred P. Sloan
Foundation. When he stands tack from his
technical specialty to reflect on the ethical
and social issues his projects have gener-
ated. then heisindeed just an ordinary
bloke. At one time he approved of the
saturation bombing of citiesin the Second
World War. the use of the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the develop
ment of rockets fuelled by nuclear explo-
sions, and at one time he publicly oppwed
the nuclear test-ban treaty. In each case he
later changed his mind. Bach change was
probably an improvement; the problem is
that his later arguments on one side of the
issue look no’better than his earlier argu-
ments on the other.

In the arena of conscience or poalitical
advocacy, Freeman Dysan isno less. but
also no more, skilled than the average
layperson. He has his blind spots and his
quixetic projects (which include colonizing
the galaxy) and he Is quite capable of
making a pretty phrase stand in for sober
thought. The difference between him and us
isthat be has affected our lives more
profoundly tham we have affected his. .We
began by fearing that scientists were either
more or less than human. Now 1, for one,
am worried because they look so much like
the rest of us. [t
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Smaug and gall
in Middle Earth

St 5 W WA

entries for beasts, biis, men. and plants
(including separate entries — not just
cross-references — for variants of names),
black-and-white pictures of many of them,
and, in four sections interspersed among the
entries, 36 colour pictures that, with their
accompanying texts, constitute asort of
comic-book summary of the history of
Middle Barth. The book. it seems. wants to

A Toltiien Bestiary, by David Day.
Ballantine Boolks, illustrated, 287 pages,
$25.00 cloth (ISBN O 34528283 3).

he more than jest a bestiary. Day calls it *'a
useful reference work to Tolkien’s world."

But while it is men than a bestiary it is

By GARY DRAPER

THERE ts nothing like unsatisfied expects-
tion for spoiling things. A bagel, 0o matter
how good, won't taste tight to someone
who’s expecting a doughnut. That's how it
was with me and A Tolkien Bestiary.

I expected nothing less {er more) than the
tide promised: a collection of pictures, with
sccompanying texts, of all or most Of the
birds end bzasts in I. R. R. Tolkien’s imagi-
nary realm of Middle Earth. And | admit
that when, in the preface, author David Day
confessed toa lifelong study of world
mythology. my expectation swelled just a
little. Thaganto anticipate.. forexample, not
just Smaug but the divers sorts of Dragons
whoate his uncles and cousins.

Mow more ¢an be just as unsettling as
less. There are more than birds and beasts
here. There is a map of Middle Earh, there
are chronological and genealogical charts,

Iess than a useful reference work. For one
thing, the map is wrong. What's more, Day
knows it's wrong, and says se. It's **an
original interpretation'* for purposes of
“general orientation.” If you want
accurate maps, Day says, you can find them
in Tolkien’s works. To my mind, a refer-
ence work that's inaccurate has something
of a handicap, while one that’s proudly
inaccurate has, well, gall.

The entries themselves are adequate. We
have to take on faith Day’s knowledge of
world mythology, for he deesn’t draw on it
to suggest sources or analogues to Tolkien's
work. But so what? Isn’t it useful jest to
have someone coilate and précis Tolkien’s
work, se that readers can remind them-
selves. in a pinch. what a Balrog is. and
where the Uruk-hai live? Of course itis. But
this has, already been done, fat more
comprehensively (and far less expensively)
inl. B. A. Tyler's The Tolkien Companion

and Robert Foster's Complete Guide to
Middle Earth.

some of the longer entries are accom-
panied by several pictures, while many of
the shqrter ones are not illustrated at all.
And sometimes the reader must refer to the
list of illustrations to discover which meé&-
bus (or individnal, or episede) is being
portrayed. A number of pictures (the work
of 11 different artists) undeniably cast their
own spells. Sue Porter’s Lothlorien,
Pauline Martin's Mirkwood, and Linda
Garland's Tirion all catch some of the magic
of those places. And the best of Ian Miller’s
finely detailed drawings have the immedi-
acy of nightmare.

Yet | find, as | suspect most Tolkien
readers do. that no pictures ever quite equal
my own tmagining of Tolkien’s people and
places. Not the andless calendars by the
Hildebrandts nor Tolkien's own sketches.
Tolkien said: “In human art Fantasy is a
thing best left to words, to true literature.”
Is it possible. then, for any Tolkien bestiary
to succeed. to fulfil expectations? I'm not
sure. This one doesn’t. O
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For Students
‘Shaw Trek’ 80

‘SHAYW TREIL "80 1s 2 unique opportunity for students to expetience superb live theatte, [t Is a
program intended to develop an awareness of the arts as leisure activily, enhancing the understanding

and the appreciation of dramatic literature, and to develop educational programmes.

‘SHAW TREIX’, a new programme concelved for the "80s, this year offers major playwrights, Shal;',

Chekhov and Feydeau, with special matinees In the Spring and Fall.

SPRING SEASON FALL SEASON
MISSALLIANCE
MISALLIANCE by
by Bemard Shaw
Bemard Shaw Sept. 16-Oct. 1
May 6 - May 16 THE PHILANDERER
THE CHERRbe ORCHARD Bemal:d?Shaw
Sept 23-0ct 1
Anton Chekhov
May 7 - May 15 AFLE&!I:;IyHEREAR
Georges Feydeau
Student Ticket Prices only $500 & $4.00 Sept. 24- Sept. 30

For further information telephone<Catherne Brook (416) 468-2153
Shaw Festival, Box 774, Niagara-on-the-L.ake, Ontario, L0S 1J0, Canada.

Niagara-on-the-Lake
SHAW FESTIVAL
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EDUCATION

Clio in the classroom

Once upon a time history texts were just fat
fact sheets. Now they have evolved into fat lesson
plans, with a touch 017 fiction to annoy the purists

by Lome R. Hill

Our Cultural Heriinge, by Sonia A.

Canada: Immigranis and Setilers, by
an Hu Mecmillan, 327 pages, $9.95
¢cloth (ISBN 0 7705 1691 2)

Riddoch, Clarke Inwin, 409 pages, $8.95
cloth 07728 1213

Spailight Canada, by J. Bradley Crux-
fon and W. Douglas Wilson, Oxford Uni-

verst s, 399 es. $12.00 cloth
(ISBN 0 19 540347 9).

Oripins: Canada’s Multicoltural
Heritage, by Juliz Saint and Joan Bell,
Academic Press, 200 pages, $5.50 paper

(ISBN 0 7747 1119 11).

What was the name of the king whose
daughter’s marriagge made possible the
unification of Denmark and Norway in
1830? A question kke that can destroy your
whols head!

~Peamus

THIRTY YEARS AGO history texts were
choked with as many facts as could be
chesply crammed between the covers of a
300-page book. All the facts had to be
memorized because we live ina democracy
and facts, like citizens. are all of equal
importance. There were never any mistakes
in these airless texts because God wrote
them; or if He didn’'t, He most certainly
Enew the authors. Students did not ask
questions that went beyond the book for fear
of embarrassing the teacher, who might
have bean one of these Second World War
graduates, “ sergeant-major. whodrilled the
class by reading the text aloud while the
students underlined inpencil and then wrote
the passages into thefr notebooks and next
day copied their notes onto the blackboard.
This wags called machine and the subject was
called “history” and both were frauds,
Sputnik changed all that. The space race
demanded citjzens who could think, who
had studied the underlying natyre of the
discipline. and who could ask the right
guestions. Texts began to change. They
came equipped with study gides filled with
the right questions for teachers to ask, and
some guides eve” included primary sources
so the adventurous teacher could involve his

class in the stuff of history. Seon questions
wese included directly in the text at the end
of each Chapter so the students didn’t have
to wait for the teacher to copy three
questions from the study guide omo the
blackboard. By the mid 1960s, some ques-
tions were set aside for discussion and
others for review. Students were encour-
aged to express their “pinions. And eve’

though a leading history educator Won an
award for a study that labelled some of the

teaching of Canadian history as “‘pathe-
logical,”” the repressive methods and mater-

fals of thelast 15 years scemed about to be
abandoned.

By 1970 the skifls movement was in full
swing and history teachers were quatreling
about the strueture of the discipline. The
student must not only km history but also
the skills by which he could write history.
American sponsors spent millions of dollars
developing materials for this approach.
Texts now included skills exercises and
were structured according to problems,
questions, themes, issues, and values, de-
pending on which enclave of highly vocal
addicts held the field. The traditionalists fell
silent and sulky.

About five years ago some history texts
begen to look like collections of thick lesson
plans. as chapter after chapter did the
teaching for the teacher. And, as more
strategies were included, the space devoted
to narration dwindled. A few bookseven
Included fictional accounts, much to the
dismay of trustees and purists who wert
unable to understand how one cwm learn to
do history.by not doing it.

The spectrum of the Jast 30 years exisis
today in the new history texts for the
secondary schools. The basic issue is till
skilk development. Should it be handled by
the teacher or by the text? At one end of the
spectrum is Our Cufturel Heritage. an
historical approach to muliicalturalism.
This is a descriptive narrative with a few
excerpts from documents and a |iberal
spriniding of visuals. Questions are sepa-
rated fmm the narrative and placed in an

appendix and, zlthough they do require
certain thinking skills, there is not a great
variety here. The text stresses the cultural
contributions of the Native Peoples, the
French, the British, and the more recent
immigrants from Europe and Asia, but
leaves the impression that our cultural
heritage from ancient and medieva times is
quitesmall.

Canada: Inmigrants & Sertlers has |arge
print, a conversational style, and short
sections to accommodate its intermediate
audience. |k central theme is the historian
as Sherlock Holmes; “Good historians are
like good detectives: they are never satisfied
with what appears to be the wuth.”* Ashe
uses different types of sources throughout
the text, the student is admonished to judge
constantty what constitutes solid evidence.
In Chapter Three, for example, the author
begins with what historians believe to be a
fact end then. with tbe student reading
“long, challenges that belief through an
inquiry lecture in which he answershis own
questions. But, for whatever reasons, the
book does not apply a method of inquiry,
chapter after chapter, in any systematic
way.

Sporlight Canada contains 40 chapters
dealing with Canada in the 20th century.
After each portion of narrative (broken with
the usual visuals, charts, and documents)
there is a section on questfons and activities.
These sections would appear to be on some
rough continuum of skill development since
they begin with teaching the student how to
make ndtes and end with present summaries
and future prediciions. The text is also
keyed throughout with 14 symbols indicat-
ing mgjor themes so the student can trace
each theme forward and backward in re-
views or essays. The assortment of skills is
quite wide and the text is cleverly designed,
but the learing of skills does not proceed in
2 methodical manner,

If the skills arete be taught. the materials
and approach must reflect that objective —
that is, the student mmst think his way
through carefully controlled, tightly or-
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ganized exercises that are all logically and
sequentially related. Ifatext is aquestion or
a problem. then every chapter sod exercise
must help to further the inquiry. A skill is
only useful if it produces new meaning.
Origins: Cunuda’s Multicultural Heritage
comes closest to following aresearch model
and for that reason falls et the other end of
the spectrum Of new texts.

Originy takes an historical approach to
multiculturalism and is organized around
major questions that serve es unit end
chapter headings, although there is some
inconsistency. The brief narrative seetions
are followed by a host of activities requiring
the use of a great amay of source materials.
Infact, the text sometimes gives the appear-
ance of a collection of activity cards. But the
message of this intelligently constructed
book is that if skills are to be taught, even to
basic- and general-level students, they must
bz integrated into the text. Andthe text itself
should Bean inquiry fmm beginning toend,
inviting the student to think historically at
Every stage.

Caution is advised when assessing the
spectrum. There is no solid evidence that
skills can be taught or. if taught. make any
difference. Most teachers have ignored the
skills-development movement and have
continued with their own hidden eurriculum
Of memory end control. The standard tech-
niques of teaching are still the text. the
exposition. and the racitation of textbook
answers in teacher-controlled situations. No
teaching method has been proven superior;

the inquiry approach may not work for ail
students, and history es taught may be too
difficult for youngsters. But unlike the
1950s, the teacher today has a far wider
choiiof materials and must decidewhether
the text, the study guide, or the teacher will
be the major source of intellectual stimula-
tion in the classroom, or in which combin-
ation, The one bright spot in these some-
what gloomy research findings is that chil-
dren really do like to think. What tums them
off? Many things. But no matter how it is
delivered. it is the quality of the question
that turns them on. And when the teacher
stops thinking s0 do the students.

Briefly noted:
CANADIAN HISTORY

R. B. Benneit, by Robert Saunders, Fitzhenry &
Whiteside. 64 pages, $3.00. Intermediate-
Senior. It is ironle that this corporate magnate
became prime minister jest as the Great
Depression hit. Spunders details Bennett's
dismal record and gives him much of the blame
for the Conservatives' crushing defeat in the
1935 election.

Gearge Brown, by |. M. s. Careless, Fitzhenry
& Whiteside, 64 pages, $3.00. Intermediare-
Senior. This tall. red-haired Scot founded the
Toronto Globe, led the Reform movement in
Upper Canada, helped to establish the basic
principles of Canadian Liberalism, and was a
leading architect of Confederation. Brown's
foremost biographer has capired the many
dimensions of his cheracter and highlighted his
legecy of libaral nationelism.

o L R e R B

E. Cora Hind, by Carlonta Hacker, Fitzhenry &
Whiteside, 64 pages, $3.00. Intermediate-
Senior. Hind earned an international reputation
as agricuftural editor of the Manitoba Free
Press in the days’before Women's Liberation.
As dean of Canadian newspaperwomen, she
determined to clean up Winnipeg (*“The vice
capilal of the West'*) and to push with Nellie
McClung for women’s suffrage, Her entire life
can be seen as a slatement of a woman’s ablity
to excel in aman's world.

Grant McConachie, by Alison Gardner, Fitz-
henry & Whiteside. 64 pages, $3.00. Inter-
mediate-Senfor. In 15 years McConachie rose
tiom being a bush pilot in Alberta during the
Depression with more than his share of
smash-ups, broken bones and bankmpicy to
become the president of CP AC. pioneesing
trans-polar flights and the use of jet aircraft.

Sam Steele, by Stan Garrod, Fitzheory &
Whiteside, 64 pages, 53.00. Iatermediate-
Senior. ‘The career of Sam Steele parallels two
major themes in Canadian history, the opening
of the West and the development of the
Canadian armed forces. His story takes the
student from Confederation to the First World
War ané from the Klondike t0 Sonth Africa.

Ernest Thompson Seton, by Magdalene Rede-
kop, Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 64 pages, $3.00.
Intermediate-Senior. A remarkable story ofthe
Canadian named Black Wolf who along with
Baden-Powell and Beard founded the Boy
Scout movement. Artist. author. and
naturalist, Seton tried to persuade the world to
live in harmony with the environment. Stu-
dents can compare him with Grey Owl, argue
whether he was & realist Or a romantic, and
ﬁsess his impact on the quality of Canadian

ife.
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‘THE CHALLENGE OF POWER: CANADA AND THE
WORLD i the latest book by John A. Miller and Donald
A. Hurst, authors of GAINING POWER and EXERCISING
POWER, revised editions. This new text examines Canada’s
role In international affairsunder3 Unit headings ~ *Canada
In North America’. “Canada Beyond North America’. and
‘Canada and the United Nations’. Deseribed and analysed
within these Units are such wide-ranging issues as: Canada’s
:esponsibilities end problems with global commitments.
‘Canadlan-American relations, the United Nations, espionage,
;Fcacekeep!ng, foreign Al multinational corperalions and
Iishing rights. As in their tiit two POWER books,th.e
muthors have continued the tradition of dealing with prob-
lems and issues realistically. In this manner, they hope that
each student will understand and experience the vitality of
‘the many roles Canada plays.
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‘T2 Mounties and Law Enforcement, by D.
Bruce Sealey, in We Built Canada Series, The
Boo:: Society of Canada, 84 pages, $2.75.
Seconiary. Although the series is advertised as
presenting the careers of important men and
women, this volume is a chronological history
of tha hounties. The first phase deals with
peace-hieeping in the Canadian West from
Confederation to the Winnipeg General Strike.
The puma changé Tn 192010 the RCMP signals
thelr new status as the federal police force with
more urban responsibilities, and the second
phase d&Kk their efforts in counteracting
smupgling, spies, drugs, and strikes. Good
visuals and activities.

Tv.e Nations . . . Problems and Prespeets:
Underztanding Canadn®s Constitutional
Crizia, by Richard G, Craig and Randy J
Maoonan, New Star Books, 180 pages, $6.95
papzr and $14.95 cloth, plus teacher’s guide at
54.00. Senior. An intraduction to the problem
of nationa] unity, this package on Quebec’s
reletionshlp to Canada k divided into historical
back:ground, legal aspects, and political con-
flict. It concludes witha simulated royal
commission on Quebee’s future. Teacher's
manual contains 20 lesson plans, instructions
forthe conference, articles forenrichment, and
a short bibliosgaphv, Field tested and per-
forméd in the Council Chambers of Vancouver
City Hall in 1978,

CANADIAN STUDIES

Frontler; and Floneers. by Temy Leeder,
Dundurn Press, (a |0-volume series), 64 pages
each, 52.95 each. teacher’s manual avalable
in the fall. Junior. These stories of historical
fiction are suitable for history, literature, and
social-studies programs but can also be used in
more senior ESL courses. The author, a former
history teacher and editor, has selected tales
from Canada's last 300 years in settings from
British Columbia to the Maritimes. All are
based in historical fact and sensitively written.

Concdicns All 3: Portraiis of Our People, by
Chagles Kahn and Maureen Kahn. Methuen,
122 pages, $4.95. Intermediate. The aim of
this ceries is to help students know their nation
better by reading short accounts about interest-
ing Canadians, Volume |11 includes among its
20 profiles those Of Bruno Gerussi, Gordie
Howe, Flora Macdonald, and David Suzuki.

Culture; in Canzdn, by Jack Bavington, Batty
Lithwict:, Wayne Sproule, and Nora Thomp-
zon, Maclean-Hunter Leaming Materials, 154

ages. $4.50. Secondary. Revised and up
dated. 1979.

Coredian Fesnes and Alternatives. by Robert J.
Clar):, Robert Remnant, John Patton, and Gary
Goulson, Macmillon, 258 pages, $8.95. Sec-
ondary. 1979. Substantially revised. espe-
cially Unit 4 in which foreign affairs has
replaced urbanization.

The Canadian Family Tree: Canada’s
Reop!=s, by the Multiculturalism Directorate,
Cormpus Information Services. 272 pages,
319.95 hard. 1979. Reference. Revised and
updatad 1o include ‘78 ethno-cuttural groups.

Puzzdling Conado, by Barbam Thal Hodes,
Dundumn Press, 80 pages, $5.95. Intlermediate.
Vhot isthe original Iralian name of a famous
Canzdian hockey player? The original German
name of the first Canadian to win the Nobel
Prize in Chemistry? Crosswords, games.
maps, quizzes, scrambled waonds, and riddles
deal with major aspects of Canada™s past and
present. A good way lo increase motivatien in
Cmadiun history. geography, and literxture
classes. |ncludes answers.

CANADIAN LITERATURE

Burn Qut, Dope Deal, Runaway, Hot Cars, by
Paul Kropp, in Series Canada, Collier Macmil-
Ian Canada. 94 pages each. $2.95 each.
Intermediate. These high-interest, low-
vocebulary novels for tbe reluctant adolescent
reeder focus on problems affecting young
people. They have a consistent standard of
reading difficulty based on controlled vocabu-
lary, syllable count, and sentence length. The
readability level increases from 3 to 4.5
through the series. Classroom tested.
Teacher’s manual includes plot summaries,
vocabutary |ists, background articles and rug-
gestions for teaching. A second series isin the.

press.

Stories Plus, edited by John Metcalf, McGraw-
Hill Ryerson, 242 pages. *"This new book
offers a selection of work by Canadian writers
who are less well known than they should be."”

Tigersof the Snow, edited by James A. MacNeil
and Glen A. Sorestad. Thomas Nelson & Sons,
1973. 212 pages. s3.95. Senior.

GOVERNMENT AND LAW

Your Canadien Law. by Armthor B. Wilkinson,
Dominie Press, 112 pages, $5.95 Senior. In
this sixth revision are miles and regulations,
advice, examples. and definitions. Includes a
chapter on Quebec law. Best fits into Law
courses with a buginess raiher than a soctal-
studies dant.

War and War Prevention, by Jaseph Moore and
Roberta Maore, General, 140 pages, $4.95.
Senior. Revised and up&ted Canadian Edi-
tion,

Gaining Power: Democracy and Elections fn
Canada; Exercising Power: Government |n
Canada, and Challenge of Power: Cannda
and the World, by Johu A. Miller and Donald
|i. Hurst, Academic Press, 134 pages, 33.75
and 54.50. Secondary. The Power series has
been successful in politleal science and civies
classes across the nation. The first two volumes
have been revised just as tbe third and final
volame, Challenge of Power, was released,
Joe Clark and the 1979 election have been
added to the first velumes, replacing the
gorgeous section id redesigning Robert
Stanfield. Challenge 'of Power follows the
series format and i organized into three units
— Canada in North America. Canada Beyond
North America, and Canada at the United
Nations. Each unit contains text. documents.
visuds. clippings. issues, and activities. Ten
case Studies are included.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Communicating in Your World. by R.I.
McMaster, Academic Press, 224 pages,
$5.50. Intermediate. Following on the heels of
his successful Developing Your Contmuni-
carion Skifls, McMaster's new text reflects his
vast repertoire Of teaching skills. “It is an
attemnpt to present an integrated balanced
program of reading, writing, speaking, and
listening” for stedents of varied interests and
abilities. The first three units deal with
communicating one's feelings. the pature of
the message, and language problems. The
fourth unit is abandbook Of common writing
problems. |n addition to its attractive format
and wide sample of activities. the books main
strenpth is that it directly confronts the con-
cems Of adolescents.

The Canadion Writer’s Handbook, by William
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E. Messengerand Jan de Bruyn, Prentice-Hall,
520 pages.

English Skills: A Functionn! Approach, by
Joanne I. Reid end Marlene Lindstrom-
Rogers, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 322 pages,
$7.95. Secondary-College.

Developing Language Skills 2, by Cecil E. Potts
end Jack G. Nichols. McGraw-Hill Ryeson.
296 pages. Revised by Stanley and Loretta
Skinner. Intermediate.

Active Volce, edited by W. H. New and W. E,
Mlessenger, Prentice-Hatl, 420 pages. Cm-
tains articles on writing for different purposes.

PFiain English, by F. G, Howlet, The Yale Book
Compuny. 38 pages. Intermediate.

HISTORY

iiledern Perspectives, by John Trueman, er al.
blcGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1979. Second Editien,
XX pages. The final four chapters have been
revised to include the major events Of the lest
decade. OO

Two cheers
for the Mob

Their Town: The Mafia, the Media,
and the Party Machine, edited by Bill
Freeman and Marsha Hewitt. James
Lorimer & Co.. 192 pages, $19.95 cloth
{ISBN 0 88862 266 XI and $10.95 paper

(I5BN 0 88862267 8).

iviaking Connections: The Behind-
the-Scenes Stowy. bv Wade Rowland.
age. 226 pages. sio.95 cloth (ISBN

0771594429~

By GERARD McNEIL

THE SUBTITLE oF Their Town. a study of
political power in Hamilton. Ont.. lists the
Mafia. the media, and the party machine. Of
the three. the Mafia emerges es the most
wholesome. It fulfils social needs thwarted
by federal laws on gambling. prostitution,
and drugs.

As Danpyv Gasbarrini said of the Poreu-
pine Mines Social Club. a gambling joint he
und Mafia type Johnny Papalia ran near the
Hamilton police station: *‘For two years the
police never bothered us although they
Lnev it was going on. But we never paid
anyone off. Itwas justthat weranan honest
game and had some of the best pegple in
town coming to il.” Roeco Perti mounted a
similar defence when asked abouta couple
of bootlegging deaths during prohibition in
the 1920s: “1 ean assure you that | have
nothing to do with these deaths. . . .1only
give my men fast care, and | sell only the
best liquor. so | don't see why anyone
should complain. because no one wants
Prohibition.*

Now, how about the media? The Hamil-
ton Spectator was a first-class newspaper in
the 19603, But when John Muir became
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publisher things began to change. He
wanted “"compassionate'* news, and the
*‘news"” news reporters and editors were
soon gone. Muir lifted the Doonesbury
comic strip et one point because its Water-
gate panels were too hard on good old
president Nixon. And when New Demo-
crats charged during the 1974 election cam-
paign that John Munre, Liberal patronage
dispenser in Hamilton. was deliberately
preventing an investigation of Hamilton
Harbour hanky-panky, The Spectator saton
the story. In fact, what The Specrator didn’t
print was often 2 lot newsier than what it did
print—as is true of so many dailies.

The harbour controversy centred on the
Hamilton Harbour Commission, which had
three members. two appointed by Munro
and one by the city. Kenneth Elliott, the city
appointee. was imprisoned in 1975 for six
years for fraud, bribery, forgery, and simi-
lar crimes.

Munro’s appointees were replaced but
the Liberal government in Ottawa wouldn’t
accede to Hamilton demands for a public
inquiry ‘into how the commission handled
dredging, construction. and ather contracts;
how it sold and leased harbourfront land;
and whet it did witb the money. The
Liberals responded with legislation that
would have sealed the commission com-
pletely fmm public accountability and
would have denied Hamilton amy contro bf
its waterfront. As the editors note:

The Hamillon Harbour scandal was a

large-scale affair, leadingto the discoveries

of corruption in the entire dredging industzy
and raising suspicions about Hamilton Har-
bour in general. yet out of the Hamilton

caseonly five men were convicted. .

The dredging scandal unveiled millions
of dollars worth of bid-rigging on fedetal
contracts from coast to coast. A dozen or so
top men. including some prominent Liberal
businessmen. were wnvictcd and fined
heavily. But the involvement of federal and
provincial politicians was neverreally gone
inm.

One would expect aftee reading this book
that Hamiltonians would long ego have
tarred-and-feathered the political rabble that
polluted the city, gave away its wealth, end
otherwise acted like a gang of barbarians
plundering am alien country. But most
Hamiltonians don’t even vote in municipal
elections, and labour bickering prevents
election et the federal and provincial levels
of men or women who might aet in the
public interest.

Their Town is about Hamilton but a
similar book could be written about any city
in the country, end should be.

Making Connections is the *“‘behind-
the-scenes’’ story of how the CBGTV
specials on organized crime were made.
The specials reinforce the conviction,
peculiar to Toronto, that only Ttalians end
Chinese commit ¢rime in Canada. The
series really didn’t prove anything, al-
though author Wade Rowlard said it might
hew if the makers hcd. been able to use
wiretaps, audio sarveillance, mail inter-
cepts “*or most of the other tools that are the
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backbone of professional investigations
undertaken by govemment agents. Connec-
lions went into this preject with one hand
tied behind its beck.” Well. it is against the
law for even “government agents™ to
intercept mail.. If the price of eradicating
crime is to have government agents and TV
crews poking into private lives. crime is
probably preferable.

Rowland says the makers of-Connections
knew of 15 politicians with “mob commec-
lions” but couldn’t. because of libel laws,
mention their names. Mostly. Connections
was about how the Mafia cat ice-cream
cones unashamedly, have children just like
nomal Canadians. and meet with their
buddles.

The authors of Their Town and Making
Comnections both wam that Mafia types are
getting into legitimate business = that is.
polluting the air and water, ripping off the
taxpayer, and so on. just like legitimate
businessmen. Which prompts a word to the
outlaws: Stay honest, men: you're about all
we have left. i

O Gosh! -
O Montreal!

The Véhicule Poets, Maker Press, 93

The Perfect Accident, by Ken Norris,

Véhicule Press, 72 pages, $3.00 er
(ISBN 0 919890 14 8.

Mattress Testing, by John McAuley,
Cmss Country Press, unpaginated, $3.00
paper (ISBN 0 916696 14 8).

Hazardous Renaissance, by John
McAuley, Cross Country Press, unpagi-

Grace, by Michael Harris, New Delta,
78 pages, 53.00 paper (ISBN 001962

49 5).

before Romantic Words, by Artie Gold,

CRE R R

Véhicule Press, 73 pages, 54.00 paper

(ISBNQ 91989021 0).

By AUGUST KLEINZAHLER

MONTREAL 15 A town made for poets, and we
have the French to thank for it. The women
know how todress; the food is seasoned as it
should be, arid the pre-Drapeau architecture
is singular and lovely. There aré SO many
fine streets, end the Main is queen of them
all. Add to this happy mix The Word
Bookstore, where foot-weary poets ¢an take
refuge from the street and dhlly pver shelf
after shelf of second-hand books, chiefly
literary.

Ho-, in spite of Louis Dudek’s
kindly assertions, Montreal is cot a hotbed
of contemporary Canadian poetry. Whet
may once have been is no longer, and this
recent spate of books tells the tale.

Véhicule Press (Cross Country and

vy ar
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Mulier are edited by the same group) and
New Delta are the mogt active and well-
funded small presses for poetry in English
Montreal. The editor s of ‘Véhicule -Ken
Norris, André Farkas, and Artie Gold =
have done very nicely for themselves.
Nomis has published six of his own books in
four years; Farkas and Gold have given us
two books each. Add to this impressive
output two anthologies of Montreal English
poetry. withthe works of these three
editor/poets in abundant evidence.

Duodek has written that Norris is the
moving farce in Montreal English poetry
today and who can doubt it? Walt Whitman
published his own books (though not with
Canada Council funding) and sold them
door-to-door. But Whitman’'s self-
promotion has worm well. Besides, he was
JO years phead of his time: a visionary.
Here' san example of Norrissvisonary
poetry:

How do 1 tell you?

The post office has loss

Thar beantifid love poem I wrote you
For Vulenting's Day.

I'will huve to write another.

Irwill never be quite as beautiful.

What is particularly irritating about the
work of Norris and Farkas (apart from gross
sdlf-advertisement and lame content) is the
repeated dedicating of poems to one
apother, as though literary historians will
sigh to think: Rimbaud and Verlaine, M el -
ville and Hawthorme, Pound and H.D.,
Norris and Farkas. Here's a poem by Farkas
entitled **That,” dedicated to Norris:

That
lucking myself ont of the car
is the perfect metaphor
for my dry spsll

is self evident
& that it happened in Toronto
& me from Quebec

m&s ite political thing.

No.I don’t think so.
Asfor the new anthology, The Véhicule
Paets, published by Maker Press, isa con-
siderable embarrassment. I'm told, to the
people who run Véhicule press. Let me
quote from Astie Gold’s introduction:

A name like The Véhicule Poets suggests to*

mea principle operating to on one hand

cnumetate, on the other, exhaust. Told such

a collection was desirable | nodded; all

collections Seem desirable especially those

of Poetry.
The people at Véhicule Press tell me they
will be publishing much less poetry in the
foture.

Two books by John McAuley, Mettress
Testing and Hazardouns Renalssance, an?
published by Norris and Cross Country
Press. McAuley isthe founder and “ editor”
of the Malker Press. Sounds cosy, doesn’t it?

| quote from Martress Testing:
deardoctor good ¢

ircad in the paper last week
that scx can give you a headache
irisn’ttrue, is ir?

—~Striptease
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dear siriprease

it is very likely irue

benlgn sexual cephalgia has
several rare names which
leading aeuthorities stumble
across from time 1o lime

Hazardous Renaissance isa& collection of
concrete poems. Or at least what McAuley
interprets as “concrete poetry.” Since the
work is mainly visual and unquotable. let
me suggest that the visual impact is every bit
as vacuous as McAulev's mor e canven-
tional poems.

Grace.bv_Michael Harris. isa New
Delta book, and jut as the packaging and
format of the book Is slicker and more
professonal  than the standard
Véhicule-Maker-Cross Country product, SO
the poetry inside is carefully and self-
consciously made. Harris writes in what
might be called the American academic
style. and four of the poems in this collec-
tion have appeared in The Arlantic. The
styleofwhich | speak has many facets, but a
few of its chief characteristics are car eful.
sedate diction, lots of assonance, conso-
nance, and pan-rhymes. The virtue of the
style, for these who admire it, is a tasteful,
elegant poetry with little that is extraneous,
and no effect that is unsought.

Artie Gold'sthird major collection,
before Romantic \ords, isjust the opposite
in style. If Harris is tame and conventional
to the point of clich&, then Gold is profuse,
unabashedly sdf-indulgent. and sometimes

prising:

{ am not a bargain but 1 like snappy service
tvhar were you doing when you were not
paying aitention 1o our love?

Strange to compare the laundromat
1it ar nighs, with my hearr

In Gold’s new book there are enough
annoyances to Wr eck three books by almost
anyone else. He is everywhere cute.
morose, threatening to die, complainiag
about a lover’s inattentiveness or how and
why, or whynet, he is typing the poem he s
typing, and isn't it @ miracle that the process
of typing a poem is a process. One gets the
impression that ‘Gold feels any kind of
paring or revision isanal, “spare.” unlike
the,wet himself who apes many of the
idiosyneratic techniques of New York poets
circa 1958.

However. Gold is no andreid and then is
rarely an entire poem that does not include
at least one prize, and often his nervous,
urbane style and zany neuroses merge info
soinething unique and quick:

Winter, | need your physical embrace,
Why? I am such a splt on old
doorknobs. /f when the dark isn’t dark, but

SRowy

a bell rings
in the switchboard of both retinas.

Needless to say. there is no rush of young
an&phone poets to Mdnfreal. In the mean-’
time, be content with the occasional salvo
from Verdun and Point St. Charles, and
improve vour French. O

from Caedmon

The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe performed
by lan Richardson

by Claire Bloom

Caedmon
Tel. (416) 362-6483

“The Chroricles of Narnia

Now C.S. Lewis’ fascinating and magical saga
comes to life on Caedmon’s Chronicles of Narnia
series. Canadian rights have just been acquired
for these delightful recordings.

Voyage of the Dawn
Treader performedby
Anthony Quayle

Prince Caspian performed The Silver Chair performed
by lan Richardson

Available separately at $9.49 for records and $9.98 for
cassettes. Or all four together in a Caedmon Sound-
book at $33.95 for records and $35.95 for cassettes.

Ste. 1600,100 Adelaide St. W., Toronto, Ont. M5H 1S9
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“To read the
Dictionary 1s
to know the
couniry.’

MUNTREAL STAR

Thae Dictionary of Canadian Blog-
raphy has added a new dimenelon to
the study of Canadlan history. Volume
v, the sixth volume to appear in the
series, contains more then 500 biog-
taphies of parsons who dled between
*1771 and 180Q0. The Dictionary of
Canadian Biography is an indispen-
tsable reference for the historian and
fascinafing reading for all. $35.00

University of Toronto Press

 Sourcebookon Canadian Women
' by Philomena Hauck

| 111p. 810.00 (paper)

d “An excellent. ..guide to Canadian
materials about women. ..percep-
R tively written, skilfully designed
@ end illustrated.”

The Ottawa Journal

# canadian library association
i 151 sparlis street,ottawa,ont.
i 1P SE3

Moving
mountains

Cordiliera, by Norbert Ruebsaat, Fulp
Press, 71pages, $3.50 paper (ISBN
0 88978 072 2).

By ALBERT MORITZ

ONE OF THE most satisfying features of
Norbert Ruebsaats Cordiliera is its open-
ness to the reader, its sense of poetry asa
bond of communication between artist and
audience. Equally satisfying is the depth of
Ruebsaat®s communication. his insights
into himself, his own country, and cur
common human experience.

Ruebsaat’s poetry is intensely ragional,
rooted in the mountainous British Columbia
territory of the author’'s upbringing, The
tide poem is a lengthy meditation on the
western mountains, and many of the shorter
poems in the book feature the characters that
peopled Ruebsaat’s childhood: his grand-
father, hunters, the Indians of the region,

What makes this regionalism so special is
that Ruebsaat does not close the stranger
cut. Regionalism here is not confined to an
insistence on the unfathomable uniqueness
of the poet’s own experience or the experi-
ence of his own place; nor is it limited toa
pallid pitch for Canadian content, which
reveals the country about as much as a map
or guide bock does, with names of towns
and recondite allusions te local history.

Ruebsaat writes shout his country to
shareit; his sense ofbis own unique identity
does not shut him off from all men. but
rather forms the matter of his communica-
tion: “this valley/ which did not want me,/
never needed me,/ was immune to my
glass-like skin/ this valley/ deep as the
moon./ a place you could plunge/ a knife
into,""

Perhaps the mot of the poet’s ability here
ta break through the egocentricity of so
much contemporary searching for identity is
his perception that the world he inhabits
extends. in time as well as space, o
encompass the history of the places he sees.
In “Who AreThese Mountains,"” Ruebsaat
identifies the companions cfhis life in these
terms of history: “these mountains are
memory/ they hum like memory bumshhey
have entered that long sleep which the earth
enters/at the place where time and distance
cross.”

Here we sense & bond among ali men in
[anguage. Ruebsaal calls up the rhythms of
myth and legend to narrate thecommon well
of memories the race shares, Basic to this
sharing is the song: “it is astrong songf a
power seng/ when there is nothingf an old
song/ older than the world/ there is a wayto
sing it."™

To say that Ruebsaat trusts language to
link him to his Fellows andto the pest is not
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to say that this is a poetry of facile
confidence in man's powers. This “power
song” is a soag sung “when thereis
nothing,” “when the mouth of death
opened.” The barriers to understanding and
to meaningful communication are formid-
zble.

In “Telling the Story,™ fcr example,
Ruebsaat porirays the distance, perhaps
insurmountable, between one generation,
and another. The desire to recapture the
past, in all its colours, may lead, finally, to
the humble realization that the distance is
too greet to cross: “it was long ago/ before
my time/ [ eannot tell this story/ it was my
grandfather.™ .

The confrontation Ruebsaat emphasizes,

-between man and nature, may lead too, to

this sense of a conversation in which the
other refuses to speak: “the echo, returning
from the valley/ does not recognize my
voice,/ the rind will not release/ the
presence of a breathing thing,/ sheet rock is
faceless fact,™

Ruebsaat™s phresing remains clese to the
rhythms of speech, whether its format is, as
in **Cordillera™ a series of images, or in
many of the shorter peems, and especially
in the section entitled **Riddles,”” a series of
declarative statements. He evokes the es-
sential situation of man before nature both
through imagistic re-creations of moments
end objects — ‘*deep green poals! like a
knife thrust in/ & the green leaks ont™ —
and through mythic pronouncements: “ 1 am
the moon-scythecomingll em thecut in the
belly of waters/Iam the instinct. the muscle
returning/ | em the blood-ted dream of the
ocean.”’

If there is any point at which the voice
falters. it appears to come when Ruebsaat
moves fmm the image to this declarative,
prophetic voice. At times, the pro-
nouncements verge on very oidinary sorts
of sentences. and seem to betray 2 certain
flatness both in thought and speech. This is
true, For instance. in “Words for Making a
Harpoon,™ or “She Was in the Begin-
ning.”

When Ruebsaat has command of this
style. however, it is commanding: “| am a
kind of gravity/ but more like famine/
moving along/laok at mespread like hunger
over a field/ consider the dry stalks/ the
barren fingers/ the palms of Famine.”

The essence of this poetry. alive to the
world and 1o the powerof words, is capmred
in **When There Is No Sound”: “and
suddenly nothing is so real as these hands/
wanting alwaysto much things/ or these
eyes/ which disappear immediately into the
rivers/ like a breed of nocrurnal salaman-
der.”” Ruebsaat’s poetry lives. not only
through its verbal richness, but also through
the searching hands and eyes that gather the
insights the poems embody. 3
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by Paul Stuewe

Crime and punishment, from Celtic Britain
to the old West and the Second World War

IF s TRUE that crime doesn’t pay, it's also
more than likely that crime novels are the
safest investment a publisher can make.
God may be deed, politics a fraud, and love
a succession of non-manipulative short-
term encounteérs -known in olden times as
“one-night stands’ -but the figure Of the
criminal remains a potent symbol of the
eternal conflict between what we think is
tight and what we know we want, As
traditional values erode and social bonds
loosen. this conflict increasingly takesplace
upon the battlefield of our individual
parsonalities, where we walk the mean
streets of temptation armed only witb a
rough knowledge of the rules and whatever
convictions have survived the onslaught of
an age prone to equate destruction with
liberation,

Roger Caron’s Go-Boy! (Nelson. $2.95)
is & riveting account of 2 many-time Joser's
initiation into criminal society, es shocking
in its revelations about the realities of life in
prison as it is steadfast in its refusal to place
the blame upon something as abstract as
“social conditions.” Much of the Force of
the book comes from Caron’s awatepess of
the ambiguities of his simation; although he
has been terribly harmed by a system
emphasizing punishment rather than
rehabilitation -— has been beaten, shock-
treated, and subjected to severe sensory
deprivation-he also has innate tendencies
to violence and a contempt for the straight
life that any organized society would find
difficult to tolerate. His tragedy is not a
simple one of innocence perverted by
brutality, but rather a complex interweaving
of strang personal needs and rigid soctetal
retributions that forces us to confront our
own beliefs about the relationship between
crime and punishment. Go-Boy! isapower-
ful, engrossing narrative that takes us into
the heart of an experience where only the
strong survive, and one emerges from it
with a new comprehension of what it means
to be imprisoned withii inner walls of
compulsion as well es outer wells of
constraint.

Hugh Dempsey’s Charecoal’s World
(Signet, S2.25) recounts a true story of
murder, flight, and capture set in the
Canadian West of the 1890s. The clash
between Indianand white standards of
justice is presented in a vividly factual
manner, It is extremely well researched,
and as a consequence we receive strong
impressions of both the period milieu and
the motivations of individual characters.
Although the cover blurb promises a
Hollywood-style “‘Epic Lest Stand,™ the
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book is in Fact a Fascinating piece of
historical biography. es dramatic es reality
end a good deal stranger than fiction. H'sa
fine example of how entertainment- and
information can be melded together into a
quintessentially good read.

A fictional treatment of crime end
punishment has been essayed by Philippe
van Rjndt in The Trial of Adolf Hitler
(Seal, $2.50), but the results are diszppoint-
ing. Van Rjndt has proved that he is a
first-class thriller writer, bet this tale of
Hitler's survival end final international
judgement has too much stilted rhetaric
being mouthed by loo many cardboard
characters. Hitler's tdal isn’t very credible.
especially in light of the Nuremberg pm&-
dent, end anattempt to mask the Foregone
conclusion by having one of the judges raise
legalistic objections toe conviction Fails to
provide any dramatic interest. All in all, an
uncharacteristically tedious effort from an
author who has done end will da much
better.

Other recent softcover releases provide
little to shout about, although then is one
occasion For some appreciative lip-
smacking. Mme. Jehane Benoit’s Com-
plete Heritage of Canadian Cooking
{Seal, $2.50) is a collection of tasty recipes
heartily recommended by both my wife,
speaking as 2 cook, and myself, speaking as
aculiary bottomless pit, although my wife
adds that it is inconveniently laid out For no
discernible good reason. It is in any event
much more delectable then Lo Heaps's
The Grey Goose of Arnhem (PaperJacks,
$2.50), an anecdotal meander through
“*Operation Market Garden"” that manages
to make mediocre war reminiscences out of-
some potentially exciting situations. Eitba
the book or film of A Bridge Too Far are
preferable to this unenlightening account of
2 campaign whose ineptplanning end brave
but Futile execution requires a more critical
eye than Heaps provides.

Military conflict does enliven Pauline
Gedge’s The Eagle and the Raven (Signet,
$2.95), 4n entertaining historical novel of
Celts vs. Romans in Olde Britain whose
flaming passions, eolowrful pageants. and
so forth are more skilfully presented than in
her previous Child of #e Morning. There’s
still no danger of believing that any of its
characters might actually have existed, but
those willing to make the requisite suspen-
sion of disbelief will be rewarded by a
thoroughly enjoyable read. The Evil The
Men Do (Seal. $2.78), finally, is the lates
ultra-violent thriller from R. Lance Hill
better written than its predecessors bu
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THE MIRACLE MACHINE
Doug Gilbert

The first completely revealing look at
East Germany’s controversial sportssys-
tem ~ and why its athlétes may domi-
nate the 1980 Olympics

Canadian sportswriter Doug Gilbert was
the first Westerner to travel extensively
in East Germany and investigate that
country’s remarkablesporls renaissance.
In THE MIRACLE MACHINE he tells
the uncensored story of an incredible
national drive for sports supremacy -
the systematic grass-roofs recruitment,
the relentless scientific training, the sec-
ret “se of drugs, the bitter politics of
international sport -and the surprising
personal stories of the athlétes commit-
ted to a 1980 conquest in Moscow. $14.25
WILTED

Paul Kropp .

Fourteen-year-old Danny Morrison
groans when he sees himself wearing
lasses for the first time. They make him
ook so out of it, sowilled . . before he
has ever bloomed! But there are more
serious problems in his life = a ram-
shackle house, adrunken father who
hts nightly with hismother, a pathead
older sister, and a little brother who,
terrified by it all, clings to him. Thus
Danny’s surprise is understandable
when brignt. wealthy end beautiful
5amantha Morgan begins showing mora
than a passing interest in him .” and
Danny gradually realizgs thatif he fights
rgainst the forces thatare out to wilt him,
:ven he standsa good chance of win-
1ng. A winning story For ages 10 up.
$9.9s
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We represent 120 professional
playwrights from coast to
coast. Ve publish their plays,
sponsor reading tours,
seminars and workshops, and
handle performing eghts.
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of Canadian iterature. If you
tvant to learn mor e about It,
call or mite te us. We'll send
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of all esr Services and add
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equally depressing in terms of its general-
ized hostility to civilized life. A book that
concotts an “Assassin’s Creed” begins
with, “Because some people need killing
...""and gets mom paranoid from them.
really makes you wonder about what sort of
Neanderthal geeks would be produced by a
steady diet of such literary swill. I must.

-

the browser

confess to some apprebension along the
lines of “If we are what we eat, do wein
some sense become what we read?'” Those
unconcerned about such things will be
satisfied to leam that the book represents an
updated version of Thomas Hebbes’s vision
of the life of man: it is nasty, brutish, and
Fairly long. O

by Michael Smith

Coast-to-coast with repressed women,
telephone operators, and other hang-ups

IAN MACKASKIE'S laconic, sensitive namra-
tion of The Long Beaches: A Voyage in
Search of the North Pacific Fur Seal
{Sono Nis. illustrated, 136 pages, §6.95
paper) suggests a man who has as much
respect For his surroundings as For the
discomforts =— dangerous airplane flights,
stormy seas, mal de mer —that threaten his
expedition. Though essentially 2 chronjcle
of his assignment to collect 500 seal carcas-
ses for biological research, his book en-
compasses much more than science.
MacAskie is an interested and informative
observer of both the natural and human
history of the West Coast, from Vancouver
Island to Alaska, and of the kind of people,
Indian and European, who through the
centuries have come to live along its
unforgiving shores.

In his role as a scientist, MacAskie is
rather restrained in his remarks on man’s
killing of animals —— a necessity of research
that he neither loudly condemns nor
glorifies. He makes no connection between
the harvesting of Pacific For seals and that of
the harp seal pups off the coast of New-
foundland, but it's interesting that the Fur
seal has been hunted For hundreds of years
— since 1911 under supervision by the
United States. Canada. Japan. and Russia
— apparently without any public outcry.
This may be because the Fur seal pups ase
born black, and are notas cuteas their fuzzy
white eastexn telations with the huge spaniel
eyes.

On the opposite coast, Ronald Caplan has
spent seven years gathering folklore For
Cape Breton's Magazine, of which he is
editor and publisher. Hi Down North: The
Book of Cape Breten’s Magazine
(Doubleday. illustrated, 241 pages, $19.95
cloth and $12.95 paper) igan affectionate
collection of Folk arts and skills From sheep
shearing to rag-rug hooking to how a
blacksmith fashions a pair of skates, told
often in the words of the artisans them-
selves. It includes tales in Acadian French
ad Gaelic, with accompanying trans-
lations, and a terrifying first-person account
by John R. and Bessie Ma¢Leod of demonic
nocturnal visitations to their old house.

Translations or some judicions editing
might have clarified some of the transcripts
of local reminiscences, which occasionally
tend to be fragmentary and obscure, and
Caplan’s fidelity to detail "—asin a
description Of trap fishing —can be confus-

Devotees of contemporary histoty should
enjoy Duncan Macpherson’s Editorial
Cartoons 1979 (Macmillan, unpaginated,
$4.95 paper). Among the 132 cartoons are
drawings from Macpherson’s hip through
China (where bank clerks scoffed at his
sketching pencil and proudly showed off
their new Bii pens) and waspish portrayals
of last year’s federal election, which still
seemed apt as this year’s drew to a close.
Current events are also the subject of The
Front Page Challenge Quiz Book by
Charles Weir (Nelson, 210 pages, 56.95
paper), which replays questions and ans-
wers fiom Fromr Page Challenge in the
Form of & party game that may be played
solitaire, too. | Found the book preferable to
the télevision show, because it excludes the
obnoxious collective personality displayed
by the regularpanef, Gordon Sinclair. Betty
Kennedy, and Piemre Berton,

Each of the 10 shert stories in Christine
Lenoir-Arcand's Shadows (Vesta, 113
pages, $4.50 paper) “as inspired “by some
comner, at some time, in the city of
Montreal.” It must be quite a neighbour-
hood. The stories deal mostly with unpleas-
ant childhoods, sexual misadventures,
domination, and Female revemge, and such
characters as: a woman whose husband
locks her in a dog cage; adrag queen;a
teenaged prostitute who is bought by her
mother’s rich young lover, and & young
woman, involved in witchcraft, whose
cumrent covivant is bent on sadomasochistic
homosexual encounters. As astonishing as
her subjects may seem, Lenoir-Arcand’s
writing usually manages to Fail them. Sex-
ual bondage is similarly at the mot of one of
the three Sherlock Holmes storiesin The
Villars-Manningham Paper'S, edited by
Jay Shakley (Catalyst, illustrated, 48 pages,
$4.95 paper). This fact alone — though
appropriate to the prurient em in which they
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are set -makes their authorship, purpor-
tedlyby Dr. John Watson, appeardoubtful.
Repression of women end the need for
Women's Liberation are principal themes in
A Flight of Average Persons (New Star
Books. 227 pages, $14.95 cloth and $5.95
paper). self-styled “writings” by Helen
Potrebenkio, of which 12 are short stories.
(Therest are varioudy articles, poetry, end
ashort play.) Potrebenko's experience evi-
dently ranges from taxi-driving to working
a5 a laboratory technician in & hospital, and
she is especially eritical of a medical
establishment that keeps nurses and other
traditionally female employees ill-paid and
subservient while rewarding (male) doctors
with extravagant incomes end a reputation
for near-infallibility. Though these are
stories with a mission, Potrebenke’s
dramatizations [ift them above propaganda.
While neither is labelled es fiction, ““How I
Became a Canadian™ (about her father's
swivel as a Ulkrainian immigrant during
the Dapression) end “ And Always the
Same Story” (abouta heart-broken, drun-

first impressions

ken woman) are remarkable for their he-
manity. .

One of Potrebenko's arguments iS Not for
wage parity for women. “or for more
women executives. but rather for better
treaiment of women in traditionallv female
occupations, such as typing, nursing. wait-
ressing, and the like. To these might be
added the plight of telephone operators.
Joan Newman Kuyek's The Phone Book:
Working at the Bell (Between the Lines.
ilustrated, 96 pages, $5.95 paper) cites
many of the complaints also raised by
striking Bell employees- regimentation SO
strict that operators must hold up a cand tO
signal their need to go to the toilet, and a
repressive  bureaucracy that uses Bell's
elabor ate technology (such es computer
surveiliance) to enforce efficient behaviour.
On the other hand. Kuyek’s proposals for
reform — a decentralized communications
system, with decisons made eo-operatively
et the community level — are so utopian
that she quotes Thomas More to support
them. O

by Douglas Hil

Two heawy trips into dope and violence
and a light stab at adolescent humour

Prizoner of Desire, by britt hagarty
(Talonbooks, 290 pages. $7.95 paper),
contains a few rewards. The accumulated
detail makes the story feel genuine, the
characters are unusually well-developed
and distinct, and ther e are some affecting
scenesin the last third of the book. But too
much of it is tedious. To swallow page after
page of dope, smack, beer, end otherwise
unhappy lives in Victoria, B.C., a reader
needs to taste some evidence of imagina-
tion, vision, style. It’s not there.

There's a difference between raw experi-
ence, no matter how shocking or moving or
intensely felt. end fiction. Unfortunately,
hagarty doesn’t write well enough to effect
the transformation. His style has almost
nothing going for it: it’sall elichés, tired
phrasing, staleimages, end dim insights.
His favourite authors, we learn, are
Zerouac and Pmiit. but the strongest
influence on his prose seems to have been
displry-advertising copy — con-
dominiums, maybe.

The writing is depressing. bet | have to
admit the world the novel realizes manages
to be depressing. too. There are wasted,
palty, egocentric lives here. not unlike the
ones Mailer ought in The Executioner’s
Song, and a reader can’'t help pondering
them. Viewed this way, as a social docu-
ment, Prisoner of Desire camries, inevita-
bly, a centain moral force.
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IF SIX-YEAR-OLDS shouting “*pee-pee™* and
““poo-poo™’ et each other is your idea of
satire, you'll enjoy Paul Quarringion's The
Service (Coach House, 182 pages, $5.50
paper). Otherwise, slay away, The novel is
cutely designed, end its cover promises
bawdy delights, but whet it deliversis
mostly callow, sdf-indulgent silliness.

That’stoo bad. Quarmington has some
pleasantly quirky conceits. writes lucidly in
spots, and can organize a narrative without
visible strain. But his book would have
gained from a harsh editorial hand — his
own, et least— somewhere along the way.
There's simply too much adolescent
dialogue, pretentious end dilatory exposi-
tion, and literary paraphermnalia — epig-
raphs, allusions, end the like.

I began The Service with my customary
first-novel high spirits. This story of one of
life's losers, filled with sex. jokes, pratfalls,
and sideshow characters, will be amusing, 1
thought. But Quarrington, like Mel Brooks
in his talk-show appearances, is t00 suscep-
tible to his own’ sense of humour, and
sncceeds mainly in getting in the way of his
own laughs. | nevereven smiled.
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Doctor Tin, by Tom Walmsley (Pulp Press,
90 pages, $2.95 paper), was the unanimous
first choice in the Pulp Press 2nd Inter-
national 3-Day Novel-Writing Contest. It's
surprisingly good. Writers who torture their
muses under the Extended Care Option
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JOSEPH SPARLING and ISABELLE, LEWIS

LEARNINGAMES
THE FIRST THREE YEARS

A Guide to Parent-Child Play
by Joseph Spurling & Isahelle Lewis

Legrybtgames presents simple and  high
enjoyable ways for parents 10 help their yow
children leam. The games ane based on wh
wise parenis have always known' — childr
start to learn in the first weeks of life. m
crucial stages of learning tuhe place lot
before the child begins school. The gam
have been thoroughly tested in homes o
centers over a period of 7 years. They cani
played almost any place. any time. and wi
no exira equipment. Learnimgenywes not on
explains how to play but alvo why cuch zan
is important for the child™s heakhy growi
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PUNDLES
by Bruce Nash & Greg Nushy
Here's a fuscinating. clever and humoror
new form of puzzle fun. PUNDLES =«
conligurations of letters, lines and symba
thag “*spell™ a familior word, phrase. or clict
— ifyou ke how 1 look! Some PUNDLE
are easy. some clever. Some are devious mir
bopelers. Allare just plain fun. With scores«
puzzles for individual or group pleasure, and
self-scoring system at the bach.  S3.50 pup:

Watch for Pundles 2 coming soon

¥ Beaverbook

150 Lesmill Rd., Don Mills, Ontari
M3B 275
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offered by the Canada Council ought to be
inspired, if they're not disillusioned. by
Walmsley's example.

The book is about crime, dregs, sado-
masochism, roek, and reincamation, and
dozsn't exactly make sense. It fedls like
wandering backwards at eight through an
unfinished building whoseultimate function
iSuncertain. Details are strong, conceptions
are promising, it's exciting just to be there,
but how does it all connect? Petting the
blame for Dector Tin's flaws on speed of

interview

et & Veiea” Thma o m sE e o e T Rl - — - o L

composition is hardly dazzling criticism,
but it's unavoidable.

The novel doesn’t have to mean any-
thing, of couese. Yet it can't quite stand
alone on the writing, which is strong in
places, flat or clumsy in others, or on mere
energy and pace, which are uneven.
Walmsley has been publishing poetry and
plays and with this venture into prose, the
end-paper s note, “ he has now said every-
thing he has to say about sex and violence.”
| hope not. O

, by lan Walker
= ———]

When history’s fitful light shines dully,
says Joseph Schull, the writer is to blame

ASKED TO NaME the most prolific writers in
Canada. most readers would immediately
think of Pierre Berton and George Wood-
cock. Few would mention Joseph Schull,
yet he undoubtedly belongsin that com-
pany. Over the years he has turned out an
enormous body of work — poems, short
stories, stapeand TV plays, and several film
scripts. His chief field. however, has be-en
history, particularly historical biography..
Although rnet an academic historian, he is
highly respected in academic circlesfor his
scholarly study of Wiltiid Laurier (1965)
and his tee-volume biography. of Edward
Bloke (1975-76). His latest book, The
Great Scot: A Biography of Donald Gor-
don, isreviewed on page1l. Schull was
born in South Dakota 70 yeass ago, grew up
in Moose Jaw, Sask., attended the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan and Queen’s Univer-
sity, and served as an intelligence officer
with the Royal Canadian Navy during the
Second World Wy. lie livesin Rosemére,
just outside Montreal, where lan Walker
talked to him about the art of writing
history:

Books in Canada: Whar doyou perceive as
the role of the historian, or historical
writer, in soeclery?

Echull: The historical writer's primary
duty, | fed, isto uncover whatever aspect of
the pest he's dealing with and to convey es
much information on the subject as be can.
Secondly. he should try to relate the pest to
the present. And a historical writer is pretty
much the same everywherg; whether in
Canada, the United Stereo. or Britain. He
has tbc same abligations — to research es
thoroughly as possibleand to get the facts
siraight.

BiC: Do you consider yourself an objective
wriler, or do you find yourself altempting to
persuade or proselytize?

Sohull: | iy to be objective. But | know.
like all writers, | have my biases and
opinions. and they may come out here and
there. In general, though, | always attempt
tosee the factsas honestly as possible and to
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present them in that light, without bias.
BIC: Whar's your response fo people who
soy Canadian history is dull?

Schull: If it’s dull, it's only dull because it's
been dully written. Canadian history is just
as lively es the higtory of any other young
country. It's true that our development has
been more or legs free of war, but if that’s
what it takes to make it lively, then let’s
have it dull. There wasa period - around
thelate 19th century to the early 20th
century —when there was a sort of colonial
attitude. a sense of Victorian propriety, in
presenting our public figures, and this kind
of treatment might be considered doll. The
historical writers of that period were writing
more for a British public than for anyone
else. Y et although there was a tendency to
whitewash, one can still find reliable and
objective material there.

BIiC: How did yon become interested in the
writing of Canadian history?

Schull: | did aldt of writing for the CBC.
which lead me into the area of dramatic
writing. Gradually | edged over into docu-

Joseph Sciull

mentary and historical documentary. | en-
joyed the subject matter. so it wasa logical
transition to get involved in writing histori-
cat biographies.

BiC: You've written about naval warfare,
Wilfrid Laurier, a history of Ontario, and a
history of #ite Sun Life, among other things.
What's the common factor behind your
choice of subjects?

Schull: | don't know that there really is one
-one thing tends to lead to another. My
inferest in naval warfare stems from the fact
that | wasan intelligence officerin the
Royal Canadian Navy during the Second
World War. In the ¢ase of Laurier, it had its
roots in a historical documentary | was
doing for the CBC. | was asked to do the
Sun Life history because| had written
several other business histories. And the
Ontario book was done et the request of the
Ontario government, for their Ontario His-
toric Studies series. They're puttbtg to-
gether quite a few books of this type.

BIC: Do you think that Canadian history
has been mistreated by academic writers?
Schull: Weil, I suppose you can make the
paint that this book is dull er that one tends
to repeat the established facts. But on the
whole | think that Canadian historiography
has greatly improved over the past 25 years.
It's of a much better quality.

BiC: Wiat's the most meaningful personal
lesson yorr've learned from your study of
history?

Schulk: | thii that Santayana’s dictum —-
that those who cannot remember the past are
doomed to repeat it — isa very important
one. If you don’t leam about history, when
tbe mistakes have been made. you have to
go through the whole mess again, blind.
Histozy ought to throw a bit of forward light
on the future. It's a very fitful light, for
things never repeat themselvesin quite the
same way.

BiC: What or e the commonest problems
you runinto when writing a biography?
Schull: The major problem is source mater -
ial, wher eto get if. The commonest obsta-
cles are the gaps that occur, where a man
seems to fade out of the picture for a while.
Maybe his papers have been lost or de-
stroyed for a period of four or five years. But
the Canadian and provincial archivesare
very helpful. with very high standards. And
there are always family papers. These often
provide good source material.

BiCt As a successful writer, what's your
assessment of the siate of Canadian writing
markets?

Schull: When | was growing up in Sas-
katchewan the very idea of expecting to earn
your living as a writer— except by working
for newspapers — was considered ridicul-
ous. Now it's a perfectly feasible under-
taking, given all tbe multiplications of
media and the greatly enlarged reading
public. The televison that was supposed to
Kill reading seems to have expanded it. A
Canadian writer in his own comntry hasa
market that perhaps he can live on-and
also. | would guess, a fairly sophisticated
audience. Today. | don’t think you have to
write on the basis of Canadian appeal -1

-
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HOME THOUGHTS
FOR THE GARDENER

-HE NEW YORK TIMES
300K OF ANNUALS
\WND PERENNIALS

Wy Joan Lee Faust

3y the author of The New York Times
look of House Plants (650,000
'opies sold) a complete guide to the
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ind perennials, illustrated in full
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320 pages
100 colour illustrations
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Jownto Earth
VEGETABLE GARDENING
<NOW-HOW

a Dick Raymond

Jacked with useful Information on
avery aspect of vegetable growing,
1ere is the only book you'll neediora
sountiful harvest.

160 pages
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Building and Using
A SOLAR HEATED
GEODESIC GREENHOUSE

by John Fontanetta & Al Heller

The unique features of this 28 foo
diameter dome allow year rount
gardening. Included are complete
instructions for building the dome
selecting a slte, and how to use the
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heat.

192 pages $11.75 papa

250 photos & illustrations
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frankly think thst readers have had enough
of nationalistic sentiment — but you can
write on the simple basis of people. Your
work can have a universal quality. In
history, you tend to be writing particularly
Canadian material for a mainly Canadian
audience. But when you get into fiction,
there’s No necessity or compulsion = er
excuse —to be parochial. You can write for
all the world and still be writing in Canada,
as a Canadian. O

Notes and
CoOmIments

NEBARLY ALL THE Signs these days point to
parlous times ahead for serious Canadian
Action. By *serious” we mean well-crafted
literary orexperimental fiction, writing that
appeals primarily to the mind rather than the
sensations. In an essay in our December
issue, Vancouver novelist Keith Maillard
detected and deplored a shift toward pure
commercialism — he called it “American
Smartass’ style-in Canadian publishing:

Many Of US have begun tO feel thet we're

being treated like Soviet dissidents — N 2

ball way, Of course, a Canadian way .

We're nol about to be shipped off to a gulag

in the Keewatin Barrens to meditate on our

sin Of writing against the trend Of cument

fashion; our punishment is simply that we
won't be published.
Since then, as publishing spines crack under
financial pressures. the outlook for serious
fiction has become even bleaker.

Take the case of McClelland & Swewart,
which like it or not is the bell-wether of the
industry. The big black economic chopper
has been falling on both bodies and books at
M & S. Fiat Jack McClelland lopped off a
large hunk of the future by firing 13
employees and announcing that he’ll pub-
lish 20 per cent fewer books this year than
last. Then he began hacking away at the
past. TO save warehousing costs, he mass-
remaindered 179 low-selling titles oa his
b&list. Among the 69 witters affected
were such CanLit lnminaries s Margaret
Atwood, Pierre Berton, Robertson Davies,
Margaret Laurence, Farley Mowat, and
Mordecai Richler.

Although the remaindered titles would
have gone out of print eventually (none sold
more than 1,000 copies a year),
McClelland’s mave cuts short the life span
they would have enjoyed under previous M
& § policy. Most are now assured of a
speedy extinction. Some might call that
mercy Killing. The Writers® Union of
Canada, whose members gave birth to the
doomed books, natwrally calls it murder.
The Union and the League of Canadian
Poets have responded by buying 10 copies
of each title — at a total cost of $1,600 —
and presenting the collection to the Univer-
sity College Library at the U of T. Thus the
books retain 2 sort of half life.

Meanwhile Ottawa has also been doing

lal 2 arz—m—wen

its bit to throttle serious fiction. The new
subsidy program for publishers, approved
before the previous government fell, re-
wards commercialism by tying grants to
sales. The closer publishers come to emulat-
ing Harlequin, the more money they will
get. Bye, bye, inspired loneliness; hello
escapist romance.

In Jack McClelland’s defence, it should
be noted that he has no intention of tuming
M & S into another Harlequin enterprise.
By and large the firm lives up to its slogan as
our national publisher. McClelland em
argue with considerable justice that his first
duty is to survive, no matter what the
literary costs. Despite the cuthacks, M & S
will still publish 70 fa 80 titles this year.
And despite the mass-remaindering, which
incidentally is fairly normal practice in New
York and London, the M & S backlist is stll
substantial.

Yet both McClelland and Ottawa would
do well to heed the law of diminishing
returns, which operates as ruthlessly in art
as it does in economics. Serious fiction is
the accumulated capital of any true liter-
ature. It provides the creative funding for
the commercial mass-market fiction that
yields such bii short-term dividends. If the
capital is ellewed to dwindle away through
crass neglect. if some of the dividend
money isn'treinvestedinserious fiction. the
whole shooting match-lock, schlock, and
barrel — will soon 80 bankrupt. We'll be
left with a literatnre that, lacking any wvoice
of its own, depends for its inspiration on the
erotic fantasies of little old ladies in Chel-
tenham and the nightmares of California
cranks.

* ¥ %

HapeLy, THERE 15 also evidence that seri-
ous fiction is along way from giving up the
ghost. Last year Canada produced a bumper
crop of first novels, in terms of both quality
and quantity. Mote than 30 titles qualified
for the fourth annual Books in Canada
Award for First Novels, which offers a prize
of $1.000 for what the judges consider was
the best first novel published in English in
Canada during calendar 1979. Here ate the
seven tites on the short list:

A Man Without Passion, by Florence
Evans (Clarke Irwin); Crossings, by Betty
Lambert (Pulp Press); Everything in the
Window. by Shirley Faessler (M & S);
Lunar Artracrions, by Clark Blaise
(Doubleday): Mrs. Job. by Victoria Bran-
den (Clarke Irwin); Peckertracks, by Stan
Dragland (Coach House); and Random
Descent, by Katherine Govier (Macmillan).

This year's panel of judges is chaired by
Douglas Hill, who teaches English at the U
of T's Erindale College and writes a regular
column on first novels in these pages. The
other panel members are: Toronto critic
Sandra Martin; Sheila Fischman, translator
and literary columnist for the Montreal
Gazetre; David Stimpsonof the Uof T book
store; and novelist Robert Kroetsch, who
teaches English at the University of Cal-
gary. Their verdict, complete with com-
ments, Will be announced in our next
issue. 0
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Letters t0
the Editor

INKS AND OUTS
Sir:

1was surprised and perturbed toread Jeff Miller's
interpretation of my poem, **Christmas, 1974,”
in his review of my recentcollection The Earth is
One Body (February). Mary and Joseph were
Jews, and their s0”. Jesus. was raised asa Jew;
their beiy offered a stable to sleep in by the
haleagured inn-keeper wes probably an aet of
compassion rather than persecution. At that time,
the Romans wera the occupying military force,
and the census-registration was catled by them. It
is one of the ironies of history that the state of
Israel is today i” a similar. though obviously not
equivalent, situation with regard to the Palesti-
nians. This irony formed the framework for the
poam, but was not itself the point of the poem.
The point was simply this: that when God enters
history Sthe daes so in full empathy with, and on
bzhalf of, these who are appressed, whether they
b Jews or Palestinians.

Miller did get the point of the Calcutta poem: fo
a mollycoddied middle-class Western Canadian,
the experience of Calcutta was too over-
whelmingly depressing to arouse compassion.
which, on second thought, is in itself depressing
to consider.

Finally, the raviewer's comment on the apricot
E2trays a serious misunderstanding both about the
finz detalls of female external genicalia, and about
the tree nature of apricots. Just because an apricot
wears a beard does not mean that she wishes to be
talien in earmest. ’

David Waltner-Toews
Barrie, Ont.

DON'T SNEEZE AT OUR CODE

Sir:

I enjoyed Gerard McNeil's article 0™ lan
Adams's §, Pertrait of @ Spy (January). 1don't

think, however, that it is a good idea for McNeil
to repaat false information and there is a blatant

example at the end of his artiele when he quotes -

from End Game in Paris.

| don’t wish to debate the issue as to whether
Canada has a constitution or few civil liberties.
This is a very complicated and ambiguous
quastion; it Is far too simplistic to compare
Canadian law ond sosiety with U.S. institutions,
partitularly when Canadions pick up most of their
information from television programs from the
United Sates.

I would like to correct 2 more specific point.
Thte Indion Criminal Code was drafted by Lord
Macaulay and his draft had no effect on Canadian
law. The Canadian Criminal Code was loosely
based on the English Draft Code which was
mostly ths work of James Fitzjames Stephen who
did indeed werk in India and drafied the Indian
Evidence Code, which was an enlightened and

" excallent pisce of legislation. Stephen did not
draft a criminal code for India but he did draft the
English Draft Code, which was unjustly treated in
the English House of Commons and never
bzcame low. Stephen was recognized as ME Of
tha greatest scholars of the criminal law.,

Two Canadians, Robert Sedgewick aad
George Burbidge, who worked for the Depant-
ment of Justice in Ottawa, admired Stephen’s
English Draft Code and decided to use it as a basis

for the Canadian Criminal Code. Burbidge eve”
wrote a textbook based o” Stephen's work. The
Canadian Department of Justice very widely
consulted with the judges. lawyers, and citizens
of Canada before the Canadian Criminal Code
was passed in 1892,

‘Three iyrisdictions in Australia and New
Zealand also mdopted versions of Stephen's
Einglish Draft Code. .

So it is clearly wrong to say that our Criminal
Code was *‘too oppressivs'’ or a mere cast-off in
the colonial wastepaper basket.

Graham Parker

Professor of Law

Osgoode Hall Law School
York Unjversity

‘Toronto

CanWit No. 51

WE WELCOME WITH Imperial pints of cheer
the arrival of British-style neighbourhood
pubs on these frowning shores and pray that
this civilized ambiance for communal
drinking will quickly extend beyond the
urban ¢ores to our seedy-tavemed towns
and villages. However. we are less happy
with the habit of giving Old Country names
to every New World watering hole. Surely
this sovereign and frequently intemperate
country has enough history, tradition, and
humour on draught to provide distinctive
pub names of our own. How about The
Brown Paper Bag for a pub decorated ip the
nostalgic style of the 1950s? Toronto
hockey fans could repair to The Leafs of
Glass. Defence Department employees
could be crying poor in The Farewell to
Arms, which is just down the road from that
well-known political hostelry known as The
Bull and Budget. And so on. We'll pay $25
for the best set of Canadian pub names we
receive by March 31. Address; CanWit No.
51, Books in Canada, 366 Adelaide Street
East, Toronto MSA IN4.

RESULTS OF CANWIT NO., 49
TORONTQ THE GOOD, We suggested, is fast
turning into Toronto the Conceited. Accord-
ingly, we asked readers to compose SOnnets
that would prick The Queen City in her
fatuous behind and bring her back down to
Hogtowna reality. The winner is Ian C.
Johnston of Nanaimo, B.C.. who receives
$25 for thii iambic deflation:

There leafs decline; fresh blue Jays fade un-
sought,

Where once the Argonauts one fateful day

With proud Ulysses (Curtis) ran and caught

The elusive glories of my Lord of Grey.

Now well-fried burghers, sleek with relish, spy

fond Yonge delights, new oral pleasures
weigh:

Ear or be Eoton's; bawdy rubs roll by:

If all else fails, a whirling Mirvish play.

Their gods’ erection with revolving knob

Looms o'er the Boy Street bondsman on his

The air waves bleat across the land and throb

The pailid image of the CBC.
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Horsenan, ride by, descend nor past Thornhill;
For ail its vanity, ir's Hogtown still.

Honourable mentions:

On you good people —from the town of Hog

The mantle of pre-eminence sits well:

Insensitivity as thick as fog

Keeps you from those who'd see you first in
hell.

Too long upon the nation ke a leech,

Forever sucking wealth from others' wil,

You bloated; but for sympathy you screech

Now that Alberta's got you by the oil,

In sports, though, you have often been the
least:

A kind assessment notes the Blue Jays smell,

The Argo jans — not foes — once nore were
fleeced,

And Leafs regained their Punch. but prompily
Jell.

And yet with.Hogtown rests our nation’s fare:

We stand at last united — by your hate.

—Danny Shea, Hamilton, Ont.

LA J

Now Is the winter of our discotheqiie

Made gloomiest surfeit by this muddy York,

And all the clouds have lowered down to wreck

The air of this cheap Hogtown (romed for
pork).

In every eve a glazéd look there be,

For in the madding crowds of filthy squalor

Nor grace nor goodness in their souls I see;

They are bergft — as this vile ville — of
valour.

Small wonder, since their superficial lives

Be spent in such depravéd spot as this:

They swarm ker streets, as bees infest their
hives,

A BOOLK GLUB
YOU DON'T HAVE TO JOIN?

Yes, tha book flend elfers you the advan-
tages of a hook cluh, and more, without the
fuss and obligations.

You can getalmostany book you want
through the book fiend and you'll save
money in almost every case. Even if thebook
you want Is out-of-print, our search sarvice
will halp you _!ind it.

To introduce you to our
servicas we wifl send you
ourcataloguesand all the
detaits, in a tote bag.Just
send us one dollar to help
cover postage. The bag
measures 13x15 inches.
is made of unbleached
cotton: the deslgn is slik-
screened. We normally
sall It tor $3.95. Send for
It today, andit'syours

to keep.

the bock FHend

2549 me. pl=caant rd,, toronto, onk, MmadaEmSI

CANADA'S [T0ST COLIPLETE BODI( SEFVICE

Yes please, book fland, here is my dollar
for your bagfull of catalogues. The bag
is mine to keep and | am not obligated in
any way.

Iveal sevecernvanesasceannnsnea
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Rut hrave 1ot foney us consoling bliss.
@, ot g world should task me o recite
"on one virtne. [ only can conskite.
—David W: Barber, Kingston, Ont.
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Toronto, helching viscous putrid smoke

Of charcoal black und dirty grey.

That could canye you lo quickly gasp and
choke.

Is nae of the worst spots ut which o stay.

Ir's fulled with endless trafiic in a jam;

Tha drivers, wha are haggard and guite worn,

Jnst slouch und never seem to give a damn

Except for basting loudly on their horn.

And then on Yonge Street in the snow and cold,

Amid relivions nuts and alf the crowd,

Hurd drugs to those with cash are vften sold.

Who cares one bit if it is not allowed?

Turonfo, vith its many fiends and smells,

Is fur worse than a hundred thousand hells.

— Sharon Danand, Eiméra, Ont.
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I ken we helold your siper highways rear
Bhicre pesfume of distitleries competes
With dicac! fumes to foul the amosphere
O'cr stagrunt iraffic of your crowded sireets;
Your Eaton Cenire fike a crystul palace,

Its gluss dome reaching halfwvay to the sky
Wihile at its bave the winos without malice
In listless cursing, damn their bottles dry:
Your CN Tower. wonder of the world,

Wit latesr thing in elevator cars

In whicl we upward with a rush are hurled
Ter gicze in woider ai the railroad vards;

VASSIFIED

Classified rates: $6 per line {40 characters to
the tine). Deadline: first of the month for issue
dated following month. Address: Books in
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CATALOGUE OF CANADIAN FICTION.
Primarily literary First Editions. Richard
Pelerson — Books, 225 Princess St., King-
ston, Ont. K7L 1B3.

NEY HUMOUR MAGAZINE seeks colum-
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tory and Literature. Calalogues. Heritage
Boolts, 3438 6th St. S.W., Calgary, Alta.
T2s 2M4.

OUT OF PRINT BOOIKS. Canadian, Histor-
ical and Lilerag Catalogues free on re-
quest. Huronia-Canadlana Books, Box 685.
Alliston, Ont. LOM 1AQ.

OUT OF PRINT COOIl BOOIKS wantad.
Will buy or trade. Write for free newsletier.
Boolis for Cooks, 850 Yonge Sueet, Toronte
h4W 2H1. {(416) 9256-3073.

RARE E00I AUCTIOLNS. Canadiana, Arc-
tic, etc. 400 [ot May Cat. $1.00. Wild Rose
Auctions, Box 1442, Edmonton, T5J 2N5.
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We must conclude you are in every way
A nicer place 1o visit than to stay.

—Dorothy Simpson, Port Robinson, Ont.
L3

Earth hath not anything 1o show less fair!

That Hoglown, with such goodiy people in't,

Should be abused to favorr men who print

With copy, that the Philistines may stare!

Thus Samson was deprivéd of his hair,

And must we now each secret weakness hint?

How are the mighy fallen? Save by dint

Of ant-like men who fear the bright sun's
glare?

No! No! Preserve for us the childhood dream,

Nar ler our youthful fancies, sickening, fade,

Of Eatons and the Santa Claus Parade,

And all thar's fine and high in men's esieem.

O Hogrown! by thy preternatural gleam

The world doth yer In splendour seem arrayed!
— Kevin McCabe, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ont.
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The editors
recommend

THE FOLLOWING Canadian bocks were
reviewed in the previous issue of Books in
Canada. Our recommendations don’t
necessarily reflect the reviews:

FICTION

The Con Man, by Ken Milchell, Talonbooks.
The Life story of a half-breed Saskatchewan
ycke! who is his own chief victim, told in a
style that carams from comedy to fantasy.

NON-FICTION

The Canadiaus, by George Woodeock, Fitz-
henry & Whiteside. The centre doesn’t hold for
Woodcock but otherwise this is a fascinating
overview of the Canadian people and their
society, with a commendable emphasis on
culture.

POETRY

Ancestral Dances, by Glen Sorestad, Thistle-
down Press. A collection that is almost arche-
typical of the best of Prairie poetry — realistic,
direct, colloquial, and above all unpretentious.

The Sad Phoenicion, by Robert Kroectsch,
Coach House. The fourth and fifth sequences
of **Field Notes,” Kroetsch®s long poem in
progress, continue to explore “*the imagined
real place.”
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Books received

THE FOLLOWING Canadian books have been
received by Books in Canada in recent
weeks, Inclusion in this list does not
preclude areview or notice in a future issue:

An Accomnt 1o Settle, by The Bank Book Collccuse, fllos-
waied by Pat Davitt, Press Gang Publishers.

Anpel & the Bear, by Brian Charlion, Brick/Naim.

‘The Aanotated I:Igmphy of Canada’s Mofor Authors,
gal‘w%e I, edited by Robent Lecker and Jack Danid.

Beowull and Cell!c Tradifon, by Martn Puhvel, Willrid
Lauzier Unlversity Press.

A Bridge 10 Pamdlse. by Constance Wittaker Soulikizs and
Herzl Kashewsky, The Purple Wednesday Soc

Buorke's Politics, Ia,' Frederick A. Dreyer. \IEII' I.:uri:r
University Press.

The gga In the Open Alr, by Ed Jewinski, Black Mess
Caphtallsm & Pro , by Bob Goudrwaard. iranslated and
ediied by Josina Van Nuis Zylsira, Wedge Publivhing.
Children’s ks For Learning, by Nzomi Wall. The

Cross-Culiural Communication Centre
Chronlcle of o Pioneer Prairie Fomily, I:y L. H. Neatby,
Westens Prodacer Pralvie Books.
Contemporary Quebec Critlcism, ‘edited and translated by
Lorry Shoufdice. U of T Press.
Days of E.'ig , by Herman Buller. October Publleafions.
Cn Need o New Electoral System?, by William P.
Ilﬂne. Instituie of [ntergoremmental Relations, Queen”s
n
Earl Nalmlﬁ.m and Natural History Socleties of London,
ntarlo, by W.W. Judd, Phelps Publishing.
Exlt Barney MtGee, b}' Claire Mackay, Scholastic-TAB.
Experience Into Thought, by Kathleen Coburn, U of T Press.
Film Canadiana 197 19. edited by Allson Reid, Canadian
Film losiiiute.
French ln Dlsgluse. by Alain Pechon and Frederick Howletr.
‘The Yale Book Co.
The Futore of the Nationol Library of Canads, National

Library of Canxda.
Go Jump in the Pool!, by Gordon Karman, Scholastic-TAB.
& Famlily, by Cherles Milchell and

Hawall for You ond
Coll:en Shifflette, Hancock House.

Histolres de nos Jonrs, ediled by Morgan Kenney and Dieter
Euler, D. C. Heath.

Hot Box, by Jack Cahll, PaperJacks.

Immlurlnl.;y Siephen Glil, Vesia Pablicalions.

I Defeace of Canada, \Foluna 1IV: Growing Up Allled, by
James Eayps, Uol T

It Searea Me But I Like ll. by Ruossell Hazeand, Fitzheary &
Whiteside.

King Winier, by D. K. Findlay, Slg

Labour of Love, by Paul ‘Marshiall o7 al Wedge Publishing.

The Last Cange, by John Craig, PMA.

The Loyalist'City, by Suphen Gill, Vesta Pablications.

Making Your Money Grow, by Richard Worzel, Financial
Post/Macrllian.

Maun of Law: A Model, by Momis Shumiatcher, Westem

Producer Prairic Books.
Muorketing for Smuoll Basiness, by Geratd L. Byers and Hary
E. Tecken, Financial Post/Macmillan.

Mathemndies Plus?, by Shaw, Denholm and Shelion, Hough-
ton Miffin.

. More Stories from Western Canada, edired by Rudy Wiebe

and Aritha van Herk, Macmillaa.
Newloundland aad Labrador, by John de Visser, Oxford
Universily Press.
‘The Number 1o Call Is ..., by Ray Thompson and Trese
Daly, Papetlacks.
Occupatipnal Health and Safety in Canadu, by G. B. Re-
schembaler, Institute for Research oa Public Policy.
On the Rocks, by Rabest R. Robinson, Scholastic-TAB.
‘The Other A. Y, Jmkwn. by O.]. Firestone, M & 5.
Ollawl in Postcards, Commoner’s Books.
Lo Psychalogie: Modtle Systemlque, hy Yvu St. Amaud,
Les Presses de L*Universitc de Mont .
Le Quebec en heritage, by Robert Smrlg.ny. Les Editions
cooperalives Albent Saipi-Martln.
Roflways ond Vietorlan Citles, by John R. Kellet, U of T

Presa.
The m"s of Disunity, by David Bell and Lome Tepperman,

The Sexism of Soclol ond Political 11|e¢ry edﬂed by
Lovenne M. G. Clark and Lynda Laﬁe T Press.

Shaw and Ibsen, by J- L. Wisenthal, U of T Press.

‘The Sllenced Theaire, by Marketa Goetz-Stankiewicz, Uof T

Press.
The Sixth Day, by Ivan Shafler, Paperfacks.
Soi{el. I.|ler.|lure T the 19703, by N. N. Shneidman. U ol T

%I:h Wruller. by James Houston, M & S.

State and Revolution in Eastern Africa, by John S.
Sagl, Monthly Review Press.

‘The Technical Entrepreneur, by Donald Scoi} and Ronald
. Blair, Press Porcepic.

Technological Development Strateples Tor Doveloping
Countries, by Maximo Halty-Carrere, Instiiote for Re-
search on Publie Policy.

The Tory Syndrome, by Geosge C. Perlin, McGill-Queen’s
University Press.

200 Days: Joe Clark In Power, by Wamer Troyer, Personal

Lil
The Vlslll Mnn. by Robent Priest, Unfinished Rogument

WIH Man': Butle, by Ange Szumigalski and Terrence Heath,
Coreau Books.
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Penguin has More
;\'——",—':;-‘ More Robertson Davies

I
e g G j Ay
i PR & %

i P
i o (fareat - 3 3 3
Lo gy titles in Penguin
0o N ™
\ I 'y - o
RN ."""’_'_q_‘ ‘Mr. Davies has no peer in Canada as a humourist writer.’
S SN -Toronto Star.
' -1, A\ PIEE. ‘u.
o : -;_:_h _ ::::’\ ﬂ "\ 3 Robertson Davies sensitively and skillfully exposes the human
S Eo "1‘( ’-U \ i j frailties in each and every one of us. and then touches us with
—""n"}..’./f[ N4 the humour of it all.
N .’.'.'_. ~:.':.;: -
Lo A '.‘-;\,}‘-\,-’ Tempest-Tost, Leaven of Malice and
- - .
_ffl o o o A Mixture of Frailties
____‘_-" ..L N __“ -J.',,--,_r .
e ilu I-El‘::ﬂ;\\ New and in bookstores now $2.95 each.
o t i
!-‘- - .r - I-. . j a
s VIR SN NG IO Also available ]
ST e e e Fifth Business $2.25
{ o omaTa LY ‘5 e The Manticore $2.50
3 '}\\'J“\/ 1 - World of Wonders $2.50
. "“--;"- x_i _..L'./C'_.E'. One Half of Robertson '
e I; Hfﬁem&?} Davies $3.95
.-'-'I ! ¥ — .
[N =y g, - - . q
; ---'_-__.b—-‘i-' A ?1‘.1 Y * Listen to the CBC radio dramatization of the ‘Deptiord Trilogy’ on
. "_;.---"'}' £ U7 © CBC stereo February 25. March 3. 10 and 17 at %00 p.m.
S | -

| |
More Malcolm Lowry titles
in Penguimn

Jear us O Lord from Heaven Thy Dwelling Place

amnd Lunar Caustic. This series of reminiscences and miniature novels includes the story of a
idyllic yet disturbing sojoum on the wild Canadian Pacific Coast. Lunar Caustic is Lowrvs account
of his time at Bellevue Hospital and sets down the horrors of alcoholism with an intensity that tums
Jain into pleasure and squalor into beauty.  $2.95

Dark as the Grave Wherein My Friend is Laid Available for the first time in
saperback. this compelling novel portrays aman trying to rediscover his past in Mexico — a
sast that led him to despair and alcoholism. Like much of the work of Lowry. who died in
,957 and has since become a literary legend. this book is autobiographical. $2.95

Also available: Ultramarine $2.95
Under the Volcano $2.95

More of the books you’re looking for

— in Penguim
N -~/
-
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A RIGHT HONOURABILE

2 novel by

Judy ILaivilarsh
AT GOOD BOOKSTORES
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Besisellers are written by
people who have been there.

Fast-paced and scanda-laced, Judy
LaMarsh’s new novel moves into politcal
inner sanctums and behind bedroom
doors to tell a story which could shake
the foundations of Ottawa.
The first woman Prime Minister in
Canada' s history is about to take office.
And for Kathleen Marshal, the future
holds nothing but promise.. Until she is
summoned to Washington and accused
of secretly selling a nuclear reactor to
Cuba. Until the haughty and coldl
analytical Jean Jacques Charles--the
man whose power Marsha usurped—
appearsto be dplotti ng to tear the
government down ... and the corridors

of Ottawa echo with threats and
betrayals. With devastating (and often
devilish) insight into the private lives of
the men and women who wield power in
government circles, A Right Honoumble
Lady could only have been written by a
woman who has been there. .. and is
not afraid to tell the truth. More
important, thii sequel to the best-sdlling
and controversial A Very Political Lady
is a chilling account of political
deception and international corruption,
aive with the realism of events which
could happen tomorrow ... and may be

happening today.

LAIDY

McClelland & Stewart/The Canadian Publishers




